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Father Francis Vineeth 
Vadakethala CMI (1935-
2021), whom I have closely 

known for about four decades, 
was for sure a Sthithaprajña, a 
person of equanimity stemming 
from his realized conscious-
ness of the Divine, rooted and 
flourished in the person of Jesus 
Christ.

Being an erudite and in-
novative philosopher-theologian, with his academic 
grooming from Dharmaram College (Bengaluru), 
Pontifical Gregorian University (Rome), and Oxford 
University (UK), Father Francis Vineeth could explore 
new domains of integration in religious consciousness, 
consecrated life, contextualization and inculturation of 
his Catholic faith, with greater commitment and deter-
mination.

Having been involved in the grooming of hun-
dreds of priests and consecrated religious for about six 

decades at Dharmaram College and elsewhere, Father 
Francis Vineeth is remembered by his students and 
colleagues for the great model of committed religious 
and priestly life that he offered in and through his per-
sonal life of witness and the clear and sound teachings 
that he had imparted in the classrooms and his mani-
fold writings.

Vidyavanam Ashram, a realization of his cher-
ished dream for an integrated Indian-Christian way 
of life, both as an institution and a movement, offered 
a new avenue for his self-expression: here, an acade-
mician was transformed into a Sādhaka, an innovative 
seeker of the Ineffable, but truly practical and very 
much down to earth. At the Ashram, he could accom-
pany and animate many a seeker who approached 
him for establishing themselves in the Unfathomable, 
whom he had encountered and realized in Jesus Christ.

Father Francis Vineeth was a philosopher-theolo-
gian with an ever-growing interest to pursue research, 
which, in the course of time, gave way to an unceas-
ing search; he was a teacher and mentor, who was ever 

P r E F A C E
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available for academic and spiritual grooming of his 
wards, or anyone who approached him for guidance 
and support. He was a prolific writer and a poet, who 
mastered the art of fathom-
ing the Unfathomable; his 
unquenching thirst for the 
Divine formed his open per-
spectives and firm positions, 
which, in turn, took him to 
greater heights of religious 
realization. The way of life 
that Father Francis Vineeth 
charted for himself remains, 
at the same time, a challenge 
and a promise: for those who 
followed him closely, he re-
mains a beacon of assured 
accomplishment of the goal of life; indeed, he offers 
all of us a great model to emulate!

Although Father Francis Vineeth has left his earthly 
sojourn on 30 June 2021, his person, insights and per-
spectives, inspirations and aspirations, shall continue 
to resound amidst us for the greater good of humanity. 
In an attempt to capture how his confreres, students, 

friends, and fellow-pilgrims perceived the impact of 
his life, an invitation was sent out and the response was 
indeed stupendous; it has resulted in this large collec-
tion of reminiscences from a cross-section of his asso-

ciates. This collection, titled 
Francis Vineeth Vadakethala 
CMI: Footprints of a Philoso-
pher-Theologian Mystic, brings 
to us the cherished memories 
of many, from a variety of 
perspectives. These pages, it 
is believed, will enable us to 
recapture and perpetuate the 
person and accomplishments 
of Father Francis Vineeth for 
posterity. 

May Father Francis Vineeth, who had encountered 
and experienced the Ineffable Divine, continue to in-
spire and empower us in our unceasing search for “the 
revealed, yet hidden...!”

Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI
Provincial, Preshitha Province, Coimbatore
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ØOâVH ØÎVMÃ¢

ÏÞ·ÎÞÏí Ï¼í¾ÎÞÏí ÈßX ÄßøáØâÈáÕßX 

Éâ¼ÏÞÏí ¥VMßAÞX ¦ÖÏáIí;

®æKKá¢ ØbàµÞøcÎÞæÏÞøÞ_Ï¼í¾JßX

ÍÞ·ÎÞÏí ÄàøáÕÞÈÞÖÏáIí.

¦ÏÄßÈÞÏßÄÞ ®X ÎçÈÞçÎÈßµZ

¦çÎÞÆÉâVÕî¢ ¥VMßAáçKX.

¦ÆcÕáÎLcÕáæÎæLKùßÏÞæÄ

ÈßX Äßøá ØâÈáÕßX çÎÈßçÏÞæ¿

ÏÞ·ÎÞÏí Ï¼í¾ÎÞÏí ØâÈáÕßX

Éâ¼ÏÞÏí ÄàøáÕÞÈÞÖÏáIí.

®æKKá¢ ØbàµÞøcÎÞæÏÞøÞ_Ï¼í¾JßW

§Ká ¾ÞX ÍÞ·ÎÞÏí ÄàVKßç¿Ã¢.

Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI
 (written on 31 May 2010)

11



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

Acharya Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI (15 May 1935 - 30 
May 2021), a member of Preshitha Province-Coimbatore, slept 
in the Lord. Fr. Vineeth is the fourth of the nine children born in 

the wedlock of Vadakethala Lona-Thandamma in Saint Mary’s Forane 
Church, Kandassankadavu, in the Archdiocese of Thrissur. Four of his 
sisters entered religious life. At the time of death, Fr. Vineeth was a 
member of Bharathamatha Ashram, Palakkad. 

After his initial schooling, he was initiated into religious life in 
1950 at Aspirants’ House in Elthuruth. He made his first profession 
by the end of his canonical novitiate in 1953. Securing degrees in 
philosophy and theology in the CMI Major Seminaries at Chethipuzha 
and Bengaluru, he was ordained a priest by Archbishop Mar Joseph 
Parekkattil at Dharmaram College, Bengaluru. He went on to complete 
his master’s degree and doctoral studies in philosophy and theology, 
respectively, from Gregorian University, Rome, and Oxford University, 
UK. He then returned to India and taught at Dharmaram College and 

Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI 
A  Personal Profile
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Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, Bengaluru, for 35 years. 
During this period, he served at various levels, including 
President of DVK and Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy. 
He was the founding director of Vidyavanam Ashram, 
Bengaluru. He made immense contributions in the field 
of Indianization in philosophy, theology, and spirituality. 
He has stamped his signature as a retreat preacher, author, 
poet, and Indologist. 

The departed souls of Sr. Jovina AC, Mr. Jose V. J., Sr. 
Sicily CHF, and Mr. Baby V. J. as well as Sr. Vineetha AC, 
Sr. Karuna SJB, Mr. Thomas V. J., and Mr. Vincent V. J. are 
his siblings. 

The members of CMI Preshitha Province-Coimbatore offered prayerful condolences to Acharya Fr. Francis 
Vineeth Vadakethala, who worked tirelessly in the vineyard of the Lord! He left for his eternal reward at 5:45 
pm on Sunday, 30 May 2021. After cremation, his remains were kept at Preshitharam, Mannuthy (Thrissur), 
from 3 pm to 6 pm on Monday, 31 May 2021. On Tuesday, 1 June 2021, from 10 am onwards his remains were 
kept at Bharathamatha Ashram, Chandranagar (Palakkad). Burial ceremonies began at 2 pm on the same day 
at Bharathamatha Ashram. Observing the Covid-19 protocol, we prayed together for the repose of his soul with 
the assurance that his holy life, expectant of the heavenly abode, realizes it’s goal in his eternal presence with his 
constant companion our Lord Jesus Christ and our Blessed Mother... After having completed the first part of the 
funeral ceremony at Preshitharam, Mannuthy, presided over by Fr. Saju Chackalackal, Provincial of Preshitha 
Province, the second part was officiated by Fr. Davis Panakkal, Provincial of Devamatha Province, Thrissur. 
Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General of the CMI Congregation, presided over the Requiem Mass, which was 
followed by the fourth part of the funeral, presided over by His Excellency Mar Jacob Manathodath, Bishop of 
Palakkad.

13



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

It is with great sadness that I received the news of the 
passing away of Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala, a 
great proponent of Christian monasticism and Indian 

philosophical traditions. He was a Professor of Philosophy 
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, Bangalore, for more than 35 
years and had contributed immensely – his time and effort 
– to the fostering of Christian monastic traditions in India. 
As a preacher and a monk, his influence on the society was 
inestimable. Affectionate and compassionate, he earned the love 
and esteem of the people he came in contact with. Coming from 
a family with great traditions of spirituality where four of his 
siblings also joined the religious orders, he too was unabashed 
in immersing himself in the monastic way of life.

I offer my prayers and condolences to the members of his family 
and to the members of the CMI Congregation.

May his soul rest in peace!

His Beatitude  
George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

(Prot. No. 0625/2021, 31 May 2021)
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Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI, Prior General

In the death of our dear Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI our Congregation has lost an original 
thinker and spiritual leader, who was much sought after by the religious at home as well as abroad. 
The Vidyavanam Ashram that he founded in the outskirts of Bangalore in the year 1997 became 

so famous within a few years that many religious and spiritually seeking persons belonging 
to different faiths came there to spend even weeks for spiritual nourishment, renewal, and 
refreshing. 

Father Vineeth was a real acharya, well-versed in the Indian and Western philosophy as well 
as the spiritual traditions of the East and the West. As a Professor of Philosophy at Dharmaram 
College and Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram (DVK), Bengaluru, and visiting professor and 
guest speaker in many other institutes in India and abroad, Father Vineeth has proved 
his calibre as an original and creative thinker, who integrated well both the Indian and 
Western thought patterns, on the one hand, and academics and spirituality, especially, 
mysticism, on the other. I remember him as a soft-spoken gentleman and a sincere 
confrere. It is also to be especially mentioned that he observed total abstinence 
from meat at least for two years for expediting the process of the canonization of 
one of our blessed founders, Kuriakose Elias Chavara. 

Along with academic and research activities he was also involved in 
the social and ecclesiastical issues in India. He had a soft heart for the poor 
and marginalized. His book, Justice and Reconciliation, bears witness to his 
prophetic spirit of criticism against certain forms of oppression. I gratefully 
remember his services as the President of DVK, and Professor of Philosophy 
as well as Theology there. I am glad that the Province of Coimbatore is 
publishing a book of memoirs in his honour.
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ÈÞæÎÜïÞÕøá¢ Õ{æøçÏæù µÞJßøßAáµÏá¢ ØíçÈÙßAáµÏá¢ ÌÙáÎÞÈßAáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄßøáK ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG dËÞXØàØí 

ÕßÈàÄí Õ¿çAJÜÏºîX ÈNßWÈßKíåçÕVæÉGí çÉÞÏßøßAáµÏÞÃí. ¥ºîæa ̈  ÍìÄßµÖøàø-¥ÕÖß×í¿JßÈí 

ÈN{ßKí ¥LßÎ ¥ÍßÕÞÆÈBZ ¥VMßAáKá. ¥çgÙJßæa ¦vÖÞLßAÞÏß ÈN{ßKí ÕßÖái µáVÌÞÈ 

¥VMßºîá. ¥çgÙJßÈá çÕIß dÉÞVjßºîáæµÞIí ÈÞ¢ ¥çgÙæJ µVJÞÕßæa ÉAçÜAí ÏÞdÄÏÞAáµÏÞÃí. 

¨ ¥ÕØøJßW ¥çgÙ¢ ÈÎáAáçÕIß, ØÞVÕîdÄßµ ØÍÏíAáçÕIß æºÏíÄ ®ÜïÞ çØÕÈBæ{Ïá¢ 

¥ÍßÎÞÈçJÞæ¿Ïá¢ Õ{æøçÏæù µãÄ¼í¾ÄçÏÞ¿á¢ µâ¿ß ÈÎáAßKí ¥ÈáØíÎøßAÞ¢. ¥ÕÏíæAÜïÞ¢ ÈÜï èÆÕ¢ 

¥çgÙJßÈí dÉÄßËÜ¢ ÈWµßæAÞIí ÈßÄcÍÞ·cJßçÜAí ¥çgÙæJ dÉçÕÖßMßAæG ®Kí ÙãÆÏÉâVÕî¢ 

ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ dÉÞVjßAÞ¢. 

¾ÞX ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¦ÆcÎÞÏßGí ÉøßºÏæMGÄí 38 ÕV×BZAí ÎáOÞÃí. ®ùÃÞµá{¢ ¥ÄßøâÉÄÏßæÜ 

èÕÆßµ·ÃJßæÜ ²øá ¥¢·ÎÞÏßøáK ¥ÕØøJßW ¥ºîX ¥Õßæ¿ èÕÆßµVAáU ÕÞV×ßµ ÇcÞÈ¢ 

ÈÏßAáKÄßÈáçÕIß ÕøßµÏáIÞÏß. øIí ÌÞºîí ¥ºîzÞøáæ¿Ïá¢ ÕÞV×ßµ ÇcÞÈ¢ ¥Kí ¥ºîÈÞÃí 

ÈÏßºîÄí. ¾ÞX ÉæC¿áJ ̄ xÕá¢ ÈÜï ÕÞV×ßµ ÇcÞÈB{ßW ²KÞÏßøáKá ¥Äí. ¦ ÕÞV×ßµ ÇcÞÈJß 

Üâæ¿ ÈÜï dÉçºÞÆÈBZ ©ZæµÞUáÕÞX ®ÈßAá ØÞÇßºîá. ¥ÄáçÉÞæÜÄæK ÈÜï çÌÞicBZ, 

¥ÄáæµÞIáÄæK ÈÜï ¥ÈáÍÕÎáU ÕcµíÄßÏÞÏßGí dËÞXØàØºîæÈ µÞÃáÕÞX ®ÈßAí ØÞÇßºîá. 

¦ çÌÞÇcBZAÈáØøßºîí ¼àÕßºîÄßæa ¥ÈáÍÕBZ ¥çgÙ¢ ¥ºîzÞøáÎÞÏßGí ÉCáæÕºîá. 

ÉßKà¿áU ÕV×B{ßW ÌÞ¢·ïâøßW æºÜïáK ¥ÕøØJßÜá¢, §Õßæ¿ ¦ÏßøßAáK ¥ÕØø 

JßÜáæÎÞæA dËÞXØàØí ¥ºîæÈ µIí ¦ ÉøßºÏ¢ ÉáÄáAáÕÞÈáU ¥ÕØø¢ 

®ÈßAí ÜÍßºîßGáIí. ÄÈßAí èÆÕ¢ ÈWµßÏ ¦ÏáTí, Äæa ÉìçøÞÙßÄc 

¼àÕßÄ¢, ̄ xÕá¢ ËÜdÉÆÎÞÏßGí æºÜÕÝßºîáæµÞIí ¥çgÙ¢ èÆÕæJ ÎÙÄb 

æM¿áJß. ¥çgÙ¢ ®ÜïÞÏíçMÞÝá¢ dÉÕVJÈ ÈßøÄÈÞÏßøáKá. ÄßøáÉG 

ØbàµøÃçÕ{ÏßW ÕÞÏßºîá çµZAáK ØáÕßçÖ×ÍÞ·¢ ÉÜçMÞÝá¢ ²Ká 

ÄæKÏÞÃí: ÎáLßøßÕUßÏáæ¿Ïá¢ ÖÞ¶µ{áæ¿Ïá¢ ©ÉÎ. 

Mar Jacob Manathodath, Bishop of Palakkad
During the Funeral Ceremonies… (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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ÎáLßøßÕUßAí ÎáLßøßçÏÞ¿í ²GßÈßWAÞæÄ, ÖÞ¶µZAí ØbÏ 

çÎÕ ËÜ¢ ÉáùæM¿áÕßAÞX ØÞÇßAáµÏßAÞJÄá çÉÞæÜ ÈßB 

ZAá¢ ®KßW ÕØßAáKßæÜïCßW ØÞÇßAáµÏßÜï. ÈßBZ 

ØÎãiÎÞÏß ËÜ¢ ÉáùæM¿áÕßAáµÏá¢ ®æa Öß×cøÞÏß Äàøá 

µÏá¢ æºÏîáKÄáÎâÜ¢ ÉßÄÞÕíåÎÙÄbæM¿áKá. ÕßÈàÄºîæa 

¼àÕßÄæJÉxß ÈÞ¢ ºßLßAáçOÞZ, ¦ ¼àÕßÄæJ ¥ÕçÜÞµÈ¢ 

æºÏîáçOÞZ, ØÎãiÎÞÏ ËÜ¢ ÉáùæM¿áÕßºî ²øá ÉìçøÞÙßÄc 

¼àÕßÄÎÞÏßøáKá  ¥çgÙJßæaæÄKí ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ ÈÜï 

çÌÞÇcÎÞÃí. ÇVNÞøÞ¢ ÕßÆcÞçfdÄJßÜá¢ ¥ÄáçÉÞæÜÄæK 

¥icÞÉµÈÞÏßGá¢ ØíÅÞÉÈJßæa dÉØßÁaáÎÞÏßæGÜïÞ¢ 

¥çgÙ¢ çØÕÈÎÈá×íÀßºîá. ÕßÆcÞÕÈJßæa ØíÅÞÉµ ÁÏùµí¿ 

ùÞÏßøáKá. ¥çgÙ¢ ØíÅÞÉßºî ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎJßÜá¢ ¾ÞX 

çÉÞÏßGáIí. ÕßÆcÞÕÈJßæa ³çøÞ ÍÞ·Õá¢ ®ÈßAí ÉøßºÏæM 

¿áJß ÄKÄí ¾ÞX ¥ÈáØíÎøßAáµÏÞÃí.

Äæa ÉìçøÞÙßÄc¼àÕßÄ¢ ¯xÕá¢ ÇÈcÎÞÏ ÕßÇJßW 

ºßÜÕÝßºîáæµÞIí, ̄ xÕá¢ ÎÙÈàÏÎÞÏ ÕßÇJßW ºßÜÕÝßºîá 

æµÞIí ¼àÕßAáK ²øá ÕcµíÄßæÏÏÞÃí ¥çgÙJßW ®ÈßAí 

µÞÃáÕÞX ØÞÇßºîÄí. çÕÜÞLÞÕ{Jí çÈÞÕßç×cxí ÙìØßÜá¢, 

ædÉÞÕßX×cW ÙìØßÜá¢ Äá¿VKí øIí dÉÞÕÖc¢ ¥Õßæ¿ æºK 

çMÞZ ¥çgÙæJ µIí Ø¢ØÞøßAáÕÞX ØÞÇßºîá. ³çøÞ 

dÉÞÕÖc¢ æºÜïáçOÞÝá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ®ÝáÄßÏ ̄ æÄCßÜá¢ æºùßÏ 

ÉáØñµ¢ ®ÈßAí ÄøáÎÞÏßøáKá. ¥ÕØÞÈ¢ æºKçMÞÝá¢ ²øá 

æºùßÏ ÉáØñµ¢ ®ÈßAá ÄKá. ¥ÄÞÏÄí, ÄÈßAá µßGßÏ ØÎÏ¢ 

©ÉµÞødÉÆÎÞÏßGí ¥ÕØÞÈ¢ Õæø ºßÜÕÝßAáµ, ®çMÞÝá¢ 

dÉÕVJÈÈßøÄÈÞÏßGí µÝßÏáµ: §dÉµÞøÎáU ²øá ¼àÕßÄ¢ 

ÈÏßAÃæÎKáU ÆãÂÈßÖíºÏJßæa ËÜÎÞÏßGí ÕßÈàÄºîÈí 

Äæa ¼àÕßÄ¢ ËÜØÎãiÎÞAáÕÞX, ¥Èád·ÙdÉÆÎÞAß ÎÞxá 

ÕÞX ØÞÇßºîÄí. 

¥çgÙJßæa ÕcµíÄßÄb¢ ¥çgÙçJÞ¿í ÉøßºÏæM¿áK 

¯ÕVAá¢ Õ{æø ®{áMJßW ÎÈTßÜÞAáÕÞÈÞÏßGí ØÞÇßAá¢. 

ÉìçÜÞØí ÖïßÙÞ ÄßçÎÞJßçÏÞ¿í ÉùÏáKáIí: Èà Èßæa ÕÞAß 

Üá¢ æÉøáÎÞxJßÜá¢ ØíçÈÙJßÜá¢ ÕßÖbÞØJßÜá¢ ÕßÖáißÏß 

Üá¢ ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ ÎÞÄãµÏÞµÃ¢. ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ ¼àÕßÄJß 

æÜÜïÞ¢ ²øá ÈÜï ÎÞÄãµ ÈWµáK ÕcµíÄßÏÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîX. 

¥Äí ®æKAÞZ µâ¿áÄÜÞÏßGí ØÞ¼á¥ºîÈá¢ ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG 

¥ºîzÞVAá¢ ¥ùßÏÞ¢. ¥çgÙJßÈí ²øá ÕÜßÏ Öß×c·ÃÎáIí. 

¥ÕæøÜïÞÕøá¢ ¨ çµÞÕßÁßæa ÈßÏdLÃÎßÜïÞÄßøáKáæÕ 

CßW §KßÕßæ¿ ÕøáÎÞÏßøáKá ®Kí ®ÈßAùßÏÞ¢. 

¥Äí ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ çÌÞÇcÎÞÏ ²øá µÞøcÎÞÃí: ¥çgÙ¢ 

²øá ÎÞÄãµÞèÕÆßµÈÞÏßøáKá. æÉøáÎÞxJßÜá¢, ÕÞAßÜá¢, 

ØíçÈÙJßÜá¢ ÕßÖbÞØJßÜá¢, ÕßÖáißÏßÜáæÎÜïÞ¢ ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ 

ÎÞÄãµÏÞÏßøáK ²øá ÕcµíÄßÏÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. ¥ºîX 

§dÄÏá¢ µÞÜ¢ ÈÎáAí ÈWµßÏ ÎÞÄãµÞ ¼àÕßÄJßÈí ÈÎáAí 

ÈwßdÉµÞÖßMßAÞ¢. ¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄ¢ ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ ÎÞÄãµÏá¢ 

dÉçºÞÆÈÕáÎÞÏßøßAæG. ¥ºîæa çÕVÉÞ¿ßW Æá:¶ßAáKÕøÞÏ 

®ÜïÞÕVAá¢, ¥ºîæa dÉßÏæMG µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·BZAá¢, ̈  ØÈcÞ 

ØØÎâÙJßæÜ ®ÜïÞ ¥¢·BZAá¢, ¥ºîæa dÉßÏæMGÕøÞÏ 

®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ ÉÞÜAÞ¿í øâÉÄÏáæ¿ çÉøßÜáU ¦vÞVjÎÞÏ 

¥ÈáçÖÞºÈ¢ ¾ÞX ¥ùßÏßAáµÏÞÃí. ¥çgÙJßæa ¦vÖÞ 

LßAáçÕIß ÙãÆÏÉâVÕî¢ dÉÞVjßºîáæµÞUáKá.
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ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÎøÃJßÜáU çµÞÏOJâV dÉÕßÖcÏáæ¿ Æá:¶JßW ²øá 

Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÞ¢·¢ ®KÄßW ¾ÞÈá¢ ÉCáçºøáKá. ¼àÕæaÏá¢ ÎøÃJßæaÏá¢ 

ÈÞÅÈÞÏ çÏÖá ̈  Æá:¶¢ ÄøÃ¢ æºÏîáÕÞX ÈæN ¥Èád·ÙßAæG ®Kí dÉÞVjßAá 

µÏá¢ æºÏîáKá.

ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¾ÞX ÉøßºÏæM¿áKÄí 1975_W ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ²øá èÆÕÖÞdØñ ÕßÆcÞVjß 

ÏÞÏßøßAáçOÞÝÞÃí. ¥çgÙ¢ ¾Bæ{ ¥Kí dµßØíçxÞ{¼ß ÉÀßMßºîá. ÈæNæµÞIí 

ºßLßMßAJA øàÄßÏßÜÞÃí ¥çgÙ¢ µïÞTáµZ èµµÞøc¢ æºÏíÄßøáKÄí. ¦ ¥ÕØø 

JßW ¥çgÙ¢ Üßxùùß ¥AÞÆÎß Áßùµí¿ùá¢, ¾ÞX æØdµGùßÏáÎÞÏßøáKÄáæµÞIá¢ 

Õ{æøÏÇßµ¢ ¥çgÙÕáÎÞÏß ¥¿áJß¿ÉÝµáÕÞXåØÞÇßºîßGáIí. Õ{æø dµßÏÞvµ 

ÎÞÏ ÈßVçgÖB{á¢ ¦ÖÏB{á¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ¦ ¥ÕØøB{ßW ®çKÞ¿í ÉCáæÕºîßøáKá. 

§LcX ØÈcÞØ¢ ¥çgÙJßæa ÎÈTßÜáIÞÏßøáK ²øá ÕÜßÏ ¦ÖÏÎÞ 

ÏßøáKá. ¥ÄßæÈAáùßºîí ¥çgÙ¢ ÉÜçMÞÝá¢ kwkm-cn-¨n-cp¶Xv ¾ÞX ³VAáKáIí. 

ÌÞ¢·ïáøßÈ¿áJáU ÌHV¸GÏßW ¥çgÙ¢ ØíÅÞÉßºî ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¨ 

ØbÉíÈJßæa ØÞfÞÄíµÞøÎÞÃí. ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ µcÞOØßçÜAá¢, dÉçÄcµßºîí ¥Õßæ¿ 

ÏáU ºÞMÜßçÜÏíAá¢ ÈÞ¢ µÏùáçOÞZ ²øá dÉçÄcµ èÆÕàµ ¥ÈáÍÕÎÞÃí ÈÎáAá 

IÞµáKÄí. 

ÇVNÞøÞÎáÎÞÏß, Áß.Õß.æµ. dÉØßÁaí, Áß.Õß.æµ. ËßçÜÞØËß ÁàX, ËßçÜÞØ 

ËßÏßæÜ ædÉÞËØV ®Kà ÈßÜµ{ßW ̄ µçÆÖ¢ ÈÞÜá ÉÄßxÞIáµÞÜ¢ ÌtæMG ²øá 

ÕcµíÄß ®K ÈßÜÏßW, ÕßÈàÄºîÈí ²øá ÕÜßÏ Öß×c·Ã¢ ÄæK ©Ií. ¥ÕøßW ²øÞ{ÞÏß 

¾ÞÈá¢ ¥ÕçøÞ¿í çºVKí ¥çgÙJßÈí ¦ÆøÞ¾í¼ÜßµZ ¥VMßAáKá. çµÞÏOJâV 

çdÉ×ßÄ dÉÕßÖcçÏÞ¿áU ¥ÈáçÖÞºÈ¢ ¥ùßÏßAáKá; dÉÞVjÈ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ 

æºÏîáKá. èÆÕ¢ ¥çgÙJßÈí ÈßÄcØNÞÈ¢ ÈWµß ¥Èád·ÙßAæG!

Archbishop Mar Antony Kariyil CMI 
Majorarcheparchy of Ernakulam-Angamaly
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Mar Raphael Thattil
Bishop of Shamshabad

Sorry to hear about the sad demise of Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI. 
His farsighted and bold steps to live typical Indian Sannyasam has created 
in me great excitement and appreciation. I love his originality in thought and 
lifestyle. He will be remembered in the history for his innovative initiatives 
of Indian spirituality. Please accept my heartfelt condolence and convey my 
sorrowful regards to his family and friends. May our Lord grant him the 
Crown of Glory! May his soul Rest in Peace!

Bishop Raja Rao SMM 
Vijayawada

I am saddened to learn about the demise of Father Vineeth, our venerable 
Guru at Dharmaram. Please accept my deepest condolences and prayers. I 
shall remember him in my Eucharist. It is a great loss for the CMI and the 
Church in India.
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ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ÏÞdÄÏÞAáÕÞÈÞÏß ÈÞ¢ ²øáÎßºîá µâ¿áK ¨ ¥ÕØø 
JßW ®æa ÎÈTßÜâæ¿ µ¿Kí çÉÞµáK ÈßøÕÇß ¥ÈáÍÕB{á¢ 
³VNµ{áÎáIí. 1985W ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîÈí 50 ÕÏTáUçMÞÝÞÃí, 
²øá ÕßÆcÞVjßÏÞÏßøßæA, ¾ÞX ¥çgÙæJ ÉøßºÏæM¿áKÄá¢, 
¥¿áJí §¿ÉÝµáÕÞX ¥ÕØøÎáIÞµáKÄá¢. µÝßE 36 ÕV×¢ ÈàI 
²øá ·áøá_Öß×c Ìt¢, ²øá ÉßÄã_ÉádÄ Ìt¢, ²øá ØáÙãÆí Ìt¢ 
®æKÜïÞ¢ ¥ÄßæÈ ÕßçÖ×ßMßAÞ¢. ²øá ØÞÇÞøÃ ÕßÆcÞVjßÏÞÏß 
¾ÞX ÄÄbÖÞØ¡dÄ¢ ÉÀßAáÕÞX ¦ø¢ÍßºîÄßÈáçÖ×¢ ¥çgÙJßæa 
çÉÝíØÃW æØdµGùßÏÞÏß. ¥ÄßÈáçÖ×¢ Õ{æø ¥¿áJí §¿ÉÝµß 
ÉÜ µÞøcB{ßÜá¢ ¥çgÙÕáÎÞÏß ÌtæMGí, Õ{æø ¥¿áJí ¥ùßÏÞX 
µÝßE 36 ÕV×æJ ¥ÈáÍÕB{áIÞÏßøáKá. ²øá ædÉÞËØV ®K 
ÈßÜÏíAí ¦ø¢Íßºî ÌtÎÞÏßøáæKCßÜá¢ ²øá ·áøáÄáÜcÎÞÏßGáU 
ÌtÕá¢, ¥ÄßÈáçÖ×¢ ²øá ·áøáçdÖ×íÀ ØíÅÞÈÕá¢ ¥çgÙJßÈí 
®æa ¼àÕßÄJßW ¾ÞX æµÞ¿áJßøáKá. ¥Äá¢ µ¿Kí, ®ÈßAí 
ÉßÄãÄáÜcÈÞÏßGá ÄæKÏÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¾ÞX ®æa ¼àÕßÄJßW 
®Ká¢ ¥ÈáÍÕßºîßGáUÄí.å²øá Éçf ®æa ÎÞÄÞÉßÄÞAç{AÞZ 
¯æù ®æa Õ{VºîÏßÜá¢ ©ÏVºîÏßÜá¢ ®ÜïÞ¢ µIí µâ¿áÄW ØçLÞ×ß 
ºîßøáK ÕcµíÄßÏÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîX ®Kí ¾ÞX ÄßøßºîùßEßGáIí. ¥ÄáæµÞ 
IÞçÃÞ ®Kí ®ÈßAùßÏßÜï, §KæÜ µáøßÏºîßù dµßÎçxÞùßÏJßW _ 
¥Äí ·cÞØí dµßÎçxÞùßÏÎÞÃí _ dµßçÎ×X Äá¿BáKÄßÈá ÎáOí ¥Õß¿áæJ 
ç¼ÞÜßAÞV dµßçÎ×ÈáçÕIß ÆàÉ¢ ®æa èµÏßW ÄKßøáKá: èÙwÕ 
¦ºÞødÉµÞø¢åºßLßAáµÏÞæÃCßW, ºßÄÏíAí ÄàæµÞ{áJáÕÞÈÞ 
ÏßGí… ¾ÞX ¥ÄßÈí çÏÞ·cÈæÜïCßÜá¢, ÉádÄØÎÞÈ¢ ¾ÞÈÞÏßøáKá ¦ Äà 
æÄ{ßAáÕÞX §¿ÕKÄí. æÆÕÉøßÉÞÜÈÏßW ¾ÞX ¥Äí ²øá ÍÞ·c 
ÎÞÏß µøáÄáKá. 

Saju Chackalackal CMI, Provincial
Welcome for the Funeral Ceremonies (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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¯xÕá¢ ¦ø¢ÍJßæÜ øIíåæµÞºîÈáÍÕBZ ÉCáæÕ 
ºîáæµÞIí ¾ÞX ¥ÕØÞÈßMßAÞ¢. ®xÕáÎÞÆc¢ ÌÞ¢·ïâ 
øßW æºKÄßÈáçÖ×¢ ¾ÞX ÎáÝáÕÈÞÏá¢ ÕÞÏßºî ¦ÆcæJ 
ÉáØñµ¢ ÕßÈàÄºîX ®ÝáÄßÏ Foundation of the World Vision 
¦Ãí. ÕßÈàÄºîæa ®ÜïÞ ÕßÆcÞVjßµ{á¢, ÕßÈàÄºîÈí çÖ× 
ÎáU ®ÜïÞ µïÞØßæÜ ÕßÆcÞVjßµ{á¢ ÕÞÏßºîßGáU ÉáØñµÎÞ 
ÏßøßAáÎÄí. ̈  Foundation of the World Vision ÕÞÏßºîí ¥Äßæa 
çÈÞGí ÄÏîÞùÞAáKÄßæa ¦ÕÖc¢ ©IÞÏßøáKá. ²øá Éæf 
Øß.®¢.æ®. ØKcÞØ ØÎâÙJßæÜ ÌÙáÍâøßÉf¢ ÕøáK 
¥çgÙJßæa ÕßÆcÞVjßµZAá¢ ¥Õøáæ¿ world vision 
øâÉæM¿áJáKÄßÈáU, ²øá ËìçI×X øâÉæM¿áJáK 
ÄßÈí, ¥çgÙJßæa µÞÝíºÉÞ¿áµZ ©ZæAÞUáK 
¨ ÉáØñµ¢ µÞøÃÎÞÏß ÄàVKßGáIí. ®æK ÄàVºîÏÞÏá¢ 
²JßøßçÏæù ØbÞÇàÈßºîßGáU ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
ºßLµZ ¦ ÉáØíÄµJßW ¥çgÙ¢ µáùßºîá æÕºîßGáIí.

ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ²øá ÕßÆcÞVjßÏÞÏßøßæA 1980µ{ßW 
®æK ØíÉVÖßºîßGáU ÎæxÞøá Õ{æø ¦ÝçÎùßÏ ¥ÈáÍÕ 
ÎáI.í ÉÜçMÞÝá¢ ÁßMÞVGíæÎaßæa ç¼ÞÜßµ{áÎÞÏßøáKí, 
late night ç¼ÞÜß µÝßEí ÉÞÄßøÞØÎÏJí ÎáùßÏßçÜAí çÉÞµá 
KÄßÈá ÎáXÉí ¾ÞX ÄÞÎØßºîßøáK çÌïÞAßæa ¥¿ßÏß 
ÜáU ‘æÌFÎßX ºÞMW’ ®Kí ÉIí ¥ùßÏæMGßøáK ¦  
ºÞMÜßW ²øá ÕßØàJÏíAá çÕIß µÏùáK ØÎÏJí, 
ÉÞÄßøÞØÎÏJí _ ¥æÜïCßW ÉÞÄßøÞµÝßEßGáU ØÎÏ 
ÎÞÃí _ ÕßÈàÄºîXåÇVNÞøÞÎßW ©U ÆßÕØB{ÞæÃCßW, 
ÎßAÕÞùá¢ ̈  ÉÞÄßøÞØÎÏJí ¦ æºùßÏ ºÞMÜßæa Éßù 
µßW ºdÎÉ¿ßÏßW ¥çgÙ¢ ÇcÞÈÄáÜïcÈÞÏß §øßAáKá 
IÞÕá¢. ®æKÜïÞ¢ ÉÞÄßøÞdÄßAí ¾ÞX ¦ çÆÕÞÜÏJßW 

µÏùßÏßGáçIÞ ¥æKÜïÞ¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¦ ºÞM 
ÜßW ÇcÞÈ ÈßÎ·íÈÈÞÏßµIßGáIí. 86 ÕV×¢ 
ÈàI ¥çgÙJßæa ¼àÕßÄÏÞdÄÏßW 
¥çgÙ¢ çÈ¿ßæÏ¿áJ, ¥çgÙJßçaÄÞÏßGá 
U ÕcµíÄßÄbÕá¢, ¥çgÙJßæaÄÞÏßGáU 
¦icÞvßµÄÏá¢, ¥çgJßæaÄÞÏßGáU 
¼àÕßÄµÞÝíºMÞ¿á¢ èÖÜßÏá¢ ®ÜïÞ¢ ̈  
çÏÖá ·áøáÎá¶Já ÈßKá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ 
¦V¼ßæºî¿áJÄÞæÃKí ¾ÞX ÕßÖbØß 
AáKá. ÈàI ÎÃßAâùáµZ ÆßÕcµÞøáÃc 
Jßæa ØKßÇßÏßÜÞÏßøáKí _ Éµ 
æÜÜïÞ¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ÄßøAßÜÞÏßøßAá¢: ¥çg 
ÙJßæa scientific  publications ¦µÞ¢, 
ÈßøÕÇß µïÞØáµZ ¦µÞ¢... ®æLÞæA 
ÏÞÏßøáKÞÜá¢,  øÞdÄßÏáæ¿ ¥LcÏÞÎ 
B{ßW ¨çÖÞÏáæ¿ ØKßÇßÏßW ÎÃß 
AâùáµZ ºßÜÕß¿ÞX ¥çgÙJßÈá ØÎÏ 
ÎáIÞÏßøáKá. ¥BæÈ ¨çÖÞÏáæ¿ 
ØKßÇßÏßÜßøáKí, ¨çÖÞæÏ ©ÉÞØßºîí, 
¥çgÙ¢ ¦V¼ßæºî¿áJ ¥çgÙJßæa 
¦icÞvßµÄÏÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ÕßÈàÄºî 
ÈÞAßÏÄí.

§Kí ÈÞ¢ ¥çgÙJßÈí ÏÞdÄ ÉùÏáÕÞ 
ÈÞÏß §Õßæ¿ ²øáÎßºîí µâ¿ßÏßøßAáçOÞZ 
§Õßæ¿ÏáUÕVAá¢, Æâæø ¦ÏßøáKáæµÞIí 
¨ µVNB{ßW ÉæC¿áAáK ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ 
¾ÞX ÕßÈàÄºîæa çÉøßW Èwß ¥ùßÏßAáµ 

21



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

ÏÞÃí. ¥çgÙçJÞ¿í µâæ¿, ¥çgÙJßæa ¼àÕßÄJßW 
¥ÈáÏÞdÄ æºÏñÄßÈí.

§Kí ̈  ÄßøáµVNZAí çÕIßÏßGí ́ çÆãÞ·ßµÎÞÏß 
ÈçNÞ¿í µâæ¿ ¦ÏßøßAáK Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÈcÞØ ØÎâÙ 
Jßæa ÕßµÞøß ¼ÈùÞ{ÞÏ ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ç¼ÞØß 
ÄÞÎøçÛøßÏºîÈí çdÉ×ßÄ çdÉÞÕßXØßæa çÉøßÜá¢, §Õßæ¿ 
µâ¿ßÏßøßAáK ®ÜïÞÕøáæ¿ çÉøßÜá¢, Õ{æø dÉçÄcµÎÞÏß 

çÆÕÎÞÄ çdÉÞÕßXØßæa ædÉÞÕßX×cW ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG 
çÁÕßØí ÉÈAÜºîÈí ¯xÕá¢ ª×íÎ{ÎÞÏ ØbÞ·Ä¢ 
¾ÞX ¦Ö¢ØßAáµÏÞÃí. ÈçNÞ¿á µâæ¿ÏÞÏßøßAáK 
ç¼ÞYØX ÕÜßÏµá{JßÜºîX, dÉÕßÖcÏáæ¿ Îxí µìY 
ØßÜºîzÞV, ædÉÞÕßX×cW ³ÁßxV, ¨ ¦dÖÎJßæa 
dÉßçÏÞV ùâMVGí ÉÞÈßAá{ÎºîX, ÉÞÜÈ ¦ÖáÉdÄß 
ÁÏùµí¿V ÕÞZGV ¥ºîX, ÇVNÞøÞÎßWÈßKí ÕKßøßAáK 
èÕÆßµV, dÉçÄcµßºîá¢ ç¼ÞØí ÈLßAøÏºîX, ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
µâ¿MßùMÞÏ çÄÞÎØí çºGÈá¢ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·BZAá¢ ²Jßøß 
çÏæù ØíçÈÙçJÞæ¿ ØbÞ·Ä¢ ¦Ö¢ØßAáµÏÞÃí. 

ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ ²KáçºVKí, ÕßÈàÄºîçÈÞ¿í çºVKí, 
µVJÞÕßÈí ÈwßÏáæ¿ ÌÜßÏVMßAÞ¢ ®KÞÃí ¾ÞX 
ÈßBç{Þ¿í ÉùÏáÕÞX ¦d·ÙßAáKÄí. ÕßÈàÄºîÈÞµáK 
¨ ÆßÕcÆÞÈJßÈáçÕIßÏßGí µVJÞÕßæa ØKßÇßÏßW 
ÈÎáAí ÈwßÏVMßAÞ¢. ¥çÄÞæ¿ÞM¢ ¥çgÙJßæa 
Öß×c·ÃJßÜáU ®ÜïÞÕçøÞ¿á¢ çºVKí ®ÈßAá¢ ÕßÈàÄºî 
çÈÞ¿í çºÞÆßAáÕÞÈÞÏßGáUÄí ̄ ÜßÏÞ dÉÕÞºµX ØbVP 
JßçÜAí ÏÞdÄÉáùæM¿á¢ ÎáOí ¥çgÙJßæa Öß×cÈÞÏ 
¯ÜàÖÞ dÉÕÞºµX çºÞÆßºîÄá ÄæKÏÞÃí: ¥BÏáæ¿ 
ÄàfÃÄÏáæ¿ §øGß ¾BZçAÞçøÞøáJVAá¢ ÄøÃçÎ 
®K dÉÞVjÈ. ¨ dÉÞVjÈ èÆÕØKßÇßÏßW ¥V 
MßºîáæµÞIí, ²øßAWµâæ¿ ®ÜïÞÕæøÏá¢ ¨ ÌÜßÏß 
çÜAá¢ Îxí µVNB{ßçÜAá¢ ØbÞ·Ä¢ æºÏíÄáæµÞIá¢, 
ÕßÈàÄºîæa ØÞKßic¢ ¥ÈáØíÎøßºîí ¥çgÙJßæa 
¼àÕßÄJßÈí µVJÞÕßæa ØKßÇßÏßW ÈwßÏVMßºîá 
æµÞIá¢, ̈  ÌÜßÏVMßAáÕÞÈÞÏß ̄ ÕçøÏá¢ ØbÞ·Ä¢ 
æºÏîáKá.

Õ¿çAJÜ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·B{áæ¿ çÉøßÜá¢, ¾ÞX ØíçÈÙ 
ÉâVÕî¢ ØbÞ·Ä¢ ¦Ö¢ØßAáµÏÞÃí. ÈçNÞ¿í µâæ¿ 
§Kí ¨ ¥LßçÎÞÉºÞø¢ ¥VMßAáK ÉøßÉÞ¿ßµ{ßW, 
dÉçÄcµßºîá¢ §KæJ ¨ ÆßÕcÌÜßÏV MÃJßW 
ÈçNÞ¿í µâGáçºøáÕÞX çÕIß ÕKßøßAáK ÄãÛâV 
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“µÞÉ¿cæÎKßçÏ ¾ÞX ¼í¾ÞÈÎ 
ÍcØßºîá; èÕÎÈØcæÎKßçÏ ¥Äí 
ÉCáÕºîá; ¥Äí ÎÈá×cVAí ¥f 
ÏÈßÇßÏÞÃí. ¼í¾ÞÈ¢ ØßißºîÕV 
èÆÕJßæa ØìÙãÆ¢ çÈ¿áKá” 
(¼í¾ÞÈ¢ 6:13_14).

¼àÕßºî µÞÜæÎÞæAÏá¢ µVJÞÕßÈá ØbLÎÞÏß 
¼àÕßºîá. ÄæK ØÎàÉßºîÕVAá¢ ÄÞX µIáÎáGßÏÕVAá¢, 
ØbÏ¢ ¥ÈáÍÕßºîùßE µVJÞÕßæÈ ØìÙãÆ¢ ÉµVKá 
ÈWµßæAÞIí ÕºÈ¢ ÉùEáÕAáKÄá çÉÞæÜ ¼í¾ÞÈ_ 
Íµñß_µVN ÎÞVPBæ{ ØÎÈbÏßMßºîá ¼àÕßºî ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG 
dËÞXØàØí ÕßÈàÄí Õ¿çAJÜ ¥ºîX ÈNßW ÈßKí 
ÏÞdÄÏÞÏß. ̈  ¥ÕØøJßW çµÞÏOJâV dÉÕßÖcçÏÞ¿á¢, 
Õ¿çAJÜ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·Bç{Þ¿áÎáU Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ 
¥ÈáçÖÞºÈB{á¢ dÉÞVjÈµ{á¢ dÉçÄcµÎÞÏß ¥ùßÏß 
AáKá. ¥ùßÕßæÈ ¥ÄßÜ¢¸ßAáK ¼í¾ÞÈØÞÇÈ 
æµÞIá¢, ÉÞmßÄc¢ æµÞIá¢, Ü{ßÄÎÞÏ ¼àÕßÄ ÎÞÄãµ 
æµÞIá¢ Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍAá¢ ¥ÄßÜáÉøßÏÞÏß µçJÞÜßAÞ 
ÄßøáØÍAá¢, æÉÞÄáØÎâÙJßÈá¢ Õ{æøçÏæù Ø¢ÍÞÕÈ 
ÈWµßÏ ²øá ÉáÃcºøßÄX. ̈  çÜÞµ ¼àÕßÄJßW ØíçÈÙ¢ 
æµÞIá¢ ÕÞÄíØÜc¢ æµÞIá¢ ¼í¾ÞÈ¢ æµÞIá¢ 
ÇÞøÞ{¢ èÕÆßµÕßÆcÞVjßµæ{Ïá¢ èÕÆßµæøÏá¢ ØÈcØñ 
çøÏá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ øâÉæM¿áJß. ÄÞX ¥ÍcØßºî ¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢, 

ÄÞX ÉÀßºîùßEá ÎÈTßÜÞAßÏ ÄÄbÖÞdØñÕá¢ èÆÕÖÞ 
dØñÕá¢, ÈNáæ¿ Ø¢ØíµÞøJßÈá¢ ÍÞ×Aá¢ ¼àÕßÄèÖ 
ÜßµZAá¢ §ÃBáK øàÄßÏßW µÜVMáµ{ßÜïÞæÄ ÉµVKá 
ÈWµßÏ ²øá ¦ºÞøcÈÞÏßøáKá ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîX.

µÞÜ¸GJßæa ¥¿ÏÞ{B{á¢ dÉçºÞÆÈB{á¢ 
ÄßøßºîùßEí, èÕÆßµÕßÆcÞVjßµæ{ ÎÈTßÜÞAáÕÞÈá¢ 
¥Õæø ¦vàÏÎÞÏá¢ ÌìißµÎÞÏá¢ ¦dÖÎ_ØÈcÞØ 
ÎâÜcB{ßW Õ{VJßæÏ¿áAáÕÞÈá¢ ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîX ØÎÏ¢ µæIJß. èÆÕÙßÄJßÈá¢ èÆÕßµÈßÎdL 
ÃBZAá¢ ÄæK ÄæK ØÎVMßºîá, ̈  çÜÞµJßW ¼àÕßºî 
µÞÜæÎÞæAÏá¢ ØCàVJµX ØbÉíÈ¢ µIÄí çÉÞæÜ, 
‘ÈàVºîÞÜßÈøßæµ ÈGÄá¢ ÏÅÞµÞÜ¢ ËÜ¢ ÄøáKÄáÎÞÏ 
§ÜæµÞÝßÏÞJ Õãf¢ çÉÞæÜÏÞÃí ¥ÕX’ (ØCà 1:3).

µâæ¿ ¼àÕßºîÕVAá¢ ²M¢ ØFøßºîÕVAá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ²øá 
ÈzøÎÞÏßøáKá. ÈÜ¢ ÄßµE ÄÄbÖÞdØñ ÉmßÄÈÞÏá¢, 
ØíçÈÙÕá¢ ÕÞÄíØÜcÕá¢ ÉµøáK ²øá ·áøáÍâÄÈÞÏá¢, 
¥ùßÕßæÈ ¥ÄßÜ¢¸ßAáK ¼í¾ÞÈØÞÇÈæµÞIí ¥çÈ 
µøáæ¿ ÙãÆÏBæ{ æÄÞGùßE ¥ÇcÞÉµÈÞÏá¢, èÆÕJß 
Èá¢ èÆÕ¼ÈJßÈá¢ æÕ{ßºî¢ ÕàÖáK ÕßÖái ØÈcÞØ 
ÉáçøÞÙßÄÈÞÏá¢, ®ÜïÞxßÈáÎáÉøß ÄæK Õß{ßºîí ÎÞçùÞ¿á 
çºVJí ØbLÎÞAßÏÕÈí ÕcÕØíÅµ{ßÜïÞæÄ ÙãÆÏ¢ Éµá 
JáÈWµáK ØíçÈÙÍÞ¼ÈÎÞÏá¢, ÈNáæ¿ dÉßÏæMG 
ÕßÈàÄºîX ÈßÄcÄÏáæ¿ ÏÞdÄ ¦ø¢ÍßAáKá.

Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar General
Introduction before the Funeral Holy Mass (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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ÕßÈàÄºîÈÞµáK ̈  ØíçÈÙØÞKßÇcæJ ÈÞ¢ dÉÞV 
jÈçÏÞæ¿ ÏÞdÄÏÞAáçOÞZ, ÈÎáAí ¥çgÙJßÈí çÕIß 
dÉÞVjßAÞ¢ ²M¢ ÈNáæ¿ dÉÞVjÈµZ ¥çgÙ¢ ÕÝß èÆÕ 
ÄßøáÎáOßW ØÎVMßAÞ¢. ¼àÕßÄÎÞÄãµæµÞIá¢ ¥ùßÕá 

µVNÜàJÞ çÏÞ·àÕøcÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX...
©JÎÈÞÏ ¦ºÞøcX, ÕßÖbØñÈÞÏ ÍãÄcX, ¼í¾ÞÈJßæa ÈßùÕí, ÈßÜÉÞ¿áµ{áæ¿ ¥MçØñÞÜX, 
ÄÄbBZAí ¼àÕÈá¢ ªV¼í¼ØbÜÄÏá¢ ÉµVKÕX, ØbçÆÖJßçÜÏá¢ ÕßçÆÖJßçÜÏá¢ 
dÉØßiÈÞÏ ÉmßÄX, ÍÞøÄàÏ ÆVÖÈB{áæ¿Ïá¢ ÕßºßLÈB{áæ¿Ïâ¢ ©¿Üá¢ ¦vÞÕá¢, 
¦ç·Þ{ µçJÞÜßAÞ ØÍÏáæ¿ Äá¿ßMá¢ ®¿áMá¢, ºÞøáÄÏá¢ º¿áÜÄÏá¢ æµÞIí ¼àÕßÄæJ 
¦ØbÆßºîí, ¦ØbÞÆÈÎÞAßÏ, ̈ çÖÞÏáæ¿ ÄßøáÙãÆÏJßÈÈáçÏÞ¼cÎÞÏß ØÙÕVJßµç{Þ¿á¢ 
ØÙ¼àÕßµç{Þ¿á¢ µøáÄçÜÞ¿á¢ µøáÃçÏÞ¿á¢ µâ¿ß ÕVJßºî ØíçÈÙøâÉÈÞÏßøáKá, ÆÞÈÇVNß 
ÏÞÏßøáK ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX. 

86 ÕV×æJ ÉáÃc¼àÕßÄ¢, ØáµãÄ¼àÕßÄ¢, ÉùKáÏVKá... ¦ÕÜÞÄßµç{Þ, çÕÕÜÞÄß 
µç{Þ §ÜïÞæÄ, ÎÈTÞ_ÕÞºÞ_µVNÃÞ èÆÕÙßÄ¢ ÎÞdÄ¢ ¥çÈb×ßºîá È¿K ²øá ØÞVjµæa 
ÕßøÞÎ¢... ÍÞøÄàÏ ÆVÖÈJßW ØÈcÞØ ¼àÕßÄJßæa ©ÆÞJ ÎÞÄãµ... ØÞKßÇc¢ æµÞIá¢ 
¼í¾ÞÈ¢æµÞIá¢ ÈæNæÏÞæA ©ÃVJß ©ÃVçÕµß, ©KÄßÏßçÜAí ©ÏVJßÏ, ÈNáæ¿ 
ÕßÈàÄºîX, ©ÏßVMßæa ÎÙÄb¢ ÈáµøÞX, ©¿çÏÞæÈ ©xáçÈÞAáÕÞX ©xÎßdÄÎÞÏí §×í¿çÄÞ 
ÝÈÞÏ èÆÕÉßÄÞÕßÈøßçµ...

¼àÕßÄÎÞµáK ÏÞ·çÕÆßÏßW, ØbÏ¢ Éâ¼ÞÕØñáÕÞÏí, µÈÜÞÏí, ¼bÞÜÏÞÏí µJß¼bÜßºî 
µVNÜÏßæÜ ²øá µVNÜàJ çÏÞ·àÕøcÈÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX.

æµÞIá¢ ÉÀÈ¢æµÞIá¢ øÞÉµÜßÜïÞJ ¥ibÞÈ¢ æµÞIá¢ 
Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍæÏ Õ{VJßÏ ¨ Õwc ·áøáÕßçÈÞ¿áU 
Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ ÈwßÏá¢ µ¿MÞ¿á¢ ¥ùßÏßºîáæµÞIí 
µãÄ¼í¾ÄÏáæ¿ ¨ ÌÜß ²Kí çºVKí ÈÎáAVMßAÞ¢.

Paul Thekkiniyath CMI, Councillor
From the Introduction to the Funeral Ceremony

(Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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dÉßÏ ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßµÞøß ¼ÈùÞZ 
ç¼ÞØß ÄÞÎøçÛøß ¥ºîÞ, ædÉÞÕßX 
×cÞZÎÞøÞÏ ØÞ¼á ºAÞÜAÜºîÞ, 
çÁÕàØí ÉÈAÜºîÞ, ÌÙáÎÞÈ 
æMG èÕÆßµæø, ÕßÈàÄºîæa µá¿á¢ 

ÌÞ¢·Bæ{, §KæJ µVNB{ßW ³YèÜÈßW µâ¿áµÏá¢, 
ØÞKßÇc¢æµÞIá¢ ÉæC¿áJáæµÞIßøßAáK ØíçÈÙÎáUÕæø,

®Õßæ¿ Äá¿BÃ¢, ®BßæÈ Äá¿BÃæÎKí ®ÈßAùß 
Eáµâ¿Þ. µÞøÃ¢, ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏ, Õß¼í¾ÞÈßÏÞÏ, ÕßÖáiÈÞÏ 
ÕßÈàÄºîæÈAáùßºîí, ¦ ÎÙÄíÕcµíÄßÄbæJAáùßºîí ®æLÞ 
æAÏÞÃí ÉCáæÕçAIæÄKí ²øá ®Já¢ Éß¿ßJÕá¢ 
µßGáKßÜï. ¥dÄÎÞdÄ¢ ¦ÝçÎùßÏ ¼àÕßÄÞÈáÍÕB{ÞÃí ®Èß 
AáUÄí. 

2021 ¯dÉßW 12_Þ¢ ÄàÏÄßÏÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¾ÞX 
¥ÕØÞÈÎÞÏß çÈøßW µÞÃáKÄí. 8_Þ¢ ÄàÏÄß ÎáÄW 12_Þ¢ 
ÄàÏÄß Õæø ¾ÞX çµø{JßÜáIÞÏßøáKá. ̈  ÆßÕØB 
{ßW ÎâKá ÄÕÃ ¾ÞX ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ µÞÃáÕÞX ÎHáJß 
çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞÎßW çÉÞÏßøáKá. 12_Þ¢ ÄàÏÄß øÞÕßæÜ ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîæa ¥Èá¼æa ÎµX ¦µíçxÞÏá¢ ¾ÞÈá¢ µâæ¿ 
¥ºîæa ÎáùßÏßW æºKá. µß¿AáK ÕßÈàÄºîX ®æK 

                  Anto Vattakuzhy CMI
Funeral Homily (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)

µIçMÞZå²øáÉÞ¿í ØçLÞ 
×ÕÞÈÞÏß. Éçf, ÕÞAáµZ 
æµÞIí ¥Äí dÉµ¿ßMßAÞX 
Õ{æøÏÇßµ¢ÌáißÎáGáK 
ÕßÈàÄºîæÈÏÞÃí ®ÈßAá 
µÞÃÞX µÝßEÄí. µáùºîá 
çÈø¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæa èµ Éß¿ß 
ºîáÈßKá, ÄÜÏßÜá¢, æÈ 
FßÜá¢ ¾ÞX èµæÕºîá dÉÞV 
jßºîá. ÕßÈàÄºîæa µHßW 
ÈßKí ²øßxá µHáÈàV ÕàÃá. 
¥ºîÈí ®çKÞ¿á ®æLÞ 
æAçÏÞ ÉùÏÃæÎKáIí. 
Éçf, ØÞÇßAáKßÜï; ÕÞAá 
µZ ÕøáKßÜï µáùºîáçÈø¢ µHá 
µZ ÉøØíÉø¢ çÈÞAß ÈßKá. 
¾ÞXÌÞ¢· í{ âø ß çÜAá 
ÄßøßºîáçÉÞµáµÏÞæÃKí 
ÉùEçMÞZ èµÕàÖß. 
²øá Éçf, §Äá ÈNáæ¿ 
¥ÕØÞÈæJ µâ¿ßAÞ 
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ÝíºÏÞÏßøßAá¢ ®K ØçwÖÎÞÃí ¦ èµÕàÖÜßW µâæ¿ 
®ÈßAá ÜÍßºîÄí. æÎÏí 15_Þ¢ ÄàÏÄß ÕßÈàÄºîæa 86_Þ¢ 
¼zÆßÈÎÞÏßøáKá. ¥Kí øÞÕßæÜ ÎHáJßÏßÜáU ÈNáæ¿ 
dÉÄÞÉºîX ÕÞ¿íØMí ÕàÁßçÏÞÏßW Õß{ßºîá. çËÞY 
ÕßÈàÄºîÈá ²Ká æµÞ¿áAÞçÎÞ ®Kí çºÞÆßºîá. dÉÄÞÉºîX 
çËÞY æµÞ¿áJáæÕCßÜá¢, ÕßÈàÄºîÈá ÕÞAáµZæµÞIí 
²Ká¢ ÉùÏÞX ØÞÇßAáKßÜï. ÕàIá¢ èµÕàÖßæµÞIí 
¾ÞX ®ÜïÞ¢ ¥ùßÏáKá. ¥ºîæa æÌVJíçÁ d·àxß¢Bí 
¾ÞX ØbàµøßºîßøßAáKá. ²Jßøß ÈwßÏáIí, dÉÞVjßAÃ 
æÎKáU ØçwÖÎÞÏßøáKá ¥Äí. ¥ÄßÈáçÖ×¢ ³çøÞ 
ÈßÎß×Õá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÈßÜ Õ×{ÞÏßæµÞIßøßAáµ 
ÏÞÏßøáKá. ÖÞøàøßµÎÞÏß ²øáÉÞ¿í ÌáißÎáGáµZ. ÕßÈà 
ÄºîæÈ øÞ¼·ßøß ¦ÖáÉdÄßÏßçÜAí æµÞIáçÉÞµáKÄßÈá 
ÎáOí ¥ºîæa ØçÙÞÆøX çÄÞÎØí çºGÈá¢, ÎµX ¦µíçxÞÏá¢ 

ÎáùßÏßW ©IÞÏßøáKá. ®KÞW ¥Õæø ÄßøßºîùßÏÞX ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîÈÞÏßÜï. ¦µíçxÞ ÕßÈàÄºîçÈÞ¿íåÉùEá: ‘ÕßÈàÄºîÞ, 
§Äí ¦çaÞºîÈÞÃí’ ®Kí. ©¿æÈ ÕßÈàÄºîX ºáÎøßW ²øá 
ÕG¢ Õøºîí ¥Äßæa È¿áAí ²øá µáJßGá. §Äí ÕGAáÝßÏçÜï... 
®Kí ¦¢·cÍÞ×ÏßæÜ ¥ºîæa ÎùáÉ¿ßÏÞÏßøáKá ¥Äí. 
§AÞøc¢ ¦µíçxÞ ÄæKÏÞÃí ®çKÞ¿í ÉùEÄí. ¥æÄ, 
ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ Ø¢Ìtßºîß¿çJÞ{¢ ¾ÞX ²øá ÎµÈÞÏßøáKá. 
®ÈßAá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîX ²øá ¥MÈÞÏßøáKá ®KÄßW 
Ø¢ÖÏÎßÜï. 

ÌÞ¢·í{âV ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ¦ÏßøáKçMÞZ ÕßÈàÄºîX 
1986_W Äá¿BßæÕºî ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎJßæa ¦ø¢Í¢ ÎáÄW 
18 ÕV×AÞÜ¢ ¾BZ §ÃBßÏá¢, ÉßÃBßÏá¢ ²øá 
¥MÈá¢ ÎµÈáÎÞÏß ®ÜïÞµÞøcB{ßÜá¢ ØÙµøßºîí ¼àÕßºîá. 
¥ÄáæµÞIáÄæK, ædÉÞÕßX×cÞZ ØÞ¼á ¥ºîX ÉùEÄá 
çÉÞæÜ ®ÈßAá ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¼àÕßÄJßW ²øá ÉádÄØíÅÞÈ¢ 
©IÞÏßøáKá ®KÄßW ÏÞæÄÞøá Ø¢ÖÏÕáÎßÜï. ¦dÖÎJß 
æÜÕßÈàÄºîæa ÎáùßÏßæÜ çÎÖMáùJáIÞÏßøáK ÈÞÜFá 
çËÞçGÞµ{ßW ²Kí ®çaÄÞÏßøáKá. ®çMÞÝá¢ ³VAáK 
ÄßÈá¢ dÉÞVjßAáKÄßÈáÎÞÏßøáKá ¥Äí. ¥ÄáæµÞIá 
ÄæK, ¥ºîæa ³VN ÉâVHÎÞÏß ÈÖßAáKÄßÈáÎáOáÕæø, 
¥ºîX ³VJßøáK ÈÞÜFáçÉøáµ{ßW ²Kí ®çaÄÞ 
ÏßøáKá. §BæÈ ¥ºîÈáÎÞÏß ¥çÍÆcÎÞÏ ÌtÎáIÞÏßøáK 
®ÈßAí ¥ºîX ÎøßºîáæÕKí ©ZæAÞUÞX Õ{æø Ìáiß 
ÎáGÞÏßøáKá. ÎøÃÕÞVJ çµGÄá ÎáÄW ¥ºîÈáÎÞÏáU 
ØÙÕÞØJßæa ÉâVÕîµÞÜºßLµ{á¢, Ø¢ÍÕB{á¢ ÎßKß 
ÎùÏáµÏÞÏßøáKá. ²øá ØÎÞÖbÞØJßÈáçÕIß ¯ÄÞÈá¢ 
ºßLµZ ædÉÞÕßXØßæa ÕÞ¿íØMí d·âMßW çÉÞØíxí 
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æºÏñá. Éçf ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAáÎùßÏÞ¢ ÎÈá×cX ¼ÈßºîÞW 
²øßAW ÎøßAáæÎKí. ¥Äí ÈÞ¢ ¥¢·àµøßçºî ÎÄßÏÞµâ.

ÕßÈàÄºîX Äæa 86_Þ¢ ÕÏTßW ØíçÈÙJßæa 
µâGÞÏíÎÏÞÏ ÉøßÖói dÄßÄbJßæa ÄßøáÈÞZ ÆßÕØ¢ 
ÄæK ¦ ØíçÈÙJßW ²KÞÏß ¥ÜßEáçºVKá. ÈÜ¢ 
ÄßµE ¥icÞÉµÈÞÏßøáK ÕßÈàÄºîX ÉáÄßÏ ¥icÏÈ 
ÕV×Jßæa ¦ÆcÆßÈ¢ ¼âY ²KßÈá ÄæK ÈÎáAá ÕÜßÏ 
²øá ÉÞÀ¢ ÈWµßæµÞIí, ØçwÖ¢ ÈÜíµßæµÞIÞÃí ÈçNÞ¿á 
ÉâVHÎÞÏß Õß¿ ÉùÏáKÄí. ÕßÈàÄºîæa çÉøá ØâºßMßAáK 
ÄáçÉÞæÜ ‘ÕßÈàÄ¢’, ¥ÙCÞøJßWÈßKá¢, ¥¼í¾ÄÏßW 
ÈßKá¢ µ¿KÕX, ¥BæÈÏáU ÕcµíÄß Õß¼í¾ÞÈßÏÞÏß 
øßAá¢, ÈßØbÞVjÈÞÏßøßAá¢, ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏßøßAá¢, Èß×íA{C 
ÈÞÏßøßAá¢, ¥çÄ, §ÄÞÃí ÈÎáAá ÈÜíµáK ÉÞÀ¢.

¥ºîæa ÎøÃÕÞVJ ¥ùßEÄáÎáÄW ²Jßøß çÉV 
ÕÞ¿íØMßW ÕßÈàÄºîX ¦øÞÏßøáKá, ®LÞÏßøáKáæÕKí Ä 
B{áæ¿ ¼àÕßÄÞÈáÍÕB{ßWÈßKí ÉCáÕÏíAáµÏáIÞÏß. 
§KáÄæK µVNB{áæ¿ ¦ø¢ÍJßW ®¢.Øß. çÉÞZ æÄAß 
ÈßÏJºîX, ædÉÞÕßX×cW ØÞ¼á ºAÞÜAÜºîX, ÕßµÞøß 
¼ÈùÞZ ç¼ÞØß ÄÞÎøçÛøßÏºîX ®KßÕV ÉÜ µÞøcBZ 
ÕßÈàÄºîæÈMxß ÉùÏáµÏáIÞÏß. ®Ká ÉùEÞW ®ÜïÞÕV 
Aá¢ ÉøßºÏÎáU ²øá ÕßÈàÄºîÈáIí. øIá çÁÞµí¿çùxí, ¥Äá¢ 
§¢·í{IßæÜ ³µíØíçËÞVÁßW ÈßKá¢, çùÞÎßæÜ d·ßç·Þùß 
ÏÈßW ÈßKá¢ èÆÕÖÞdØñJßÜá¢, ÄÄbÖÞdØñJßÜá¢. ¥çÈ 
µÕV×æJ ¥icÞÉÈJßÜâæ¿ ÕÜßÏ Öß×cØOJáçÈ 
¿ßÏ ÎßµÕáx ¥icÞÉµX; ÄÈßÎÏáU (originality) èdµØñÕ_ 
ÍÞøÄàÏ Ø¢ØíAÞøB{á¢,  ¦icÞvßµÄÏá¢, ÕßÖáid·s 

B{á¢ ÉÀßºîí ØbÞÏJÎÞAßÏ ÕÜßÏ ²øá ¦ºÞøcX. ²Jßøß 
ÕÞÏßAáµÏá¢, ®ÝáÄáµÏá¢, dÉÌtBZ ¥ÕÄøßMßAáµ 
Ïá¢ æºÏíÄ ÕcµíÄß. ²øáÉÞ¿í d·sB{á¢, çÜ¶ÈB{á¢, ·ÞÈB 
{á¢, Í¼XØá¢ øºßºî d·sµVJÞÕá¢. ØbçÆÖJá¢ ÕßçÆÖJá 
ÎÞÏß ÕV×Bç{Þ{¢ ÇcÞÈßMßºîí ¥çÈµøáæ¿ ÎÈTßW §¿¢ 
Éß¿ßºî ÕcµíÄßÄb¢. ÇVNÞøÞ¢ ÕßÆcÞçfdÄJßæa dÉØßÁ 
aá¢, ÄÄbÖÞØídÄÕßÍÞ·Jßæa ÁàÈá¢, ÉÜ dÉØßiàµø 
ÃB{áæ¿Ïá¢ ®Áßxùá¢, çÜÞµJßæa ÉÜ ÍÞ·B{ßW ÉÜ 
dÉØíÅÞÈB{áæ¿Ïá¢ ¥ÎøAÞøßW ²øáÕÈÞÏá¢, çµÞÏO 
JâV ædÉÞÕßXØßæa ÕßµV ædÉÞÕßX×cÞ{ÞÏá¢, dÉÕÖcÞ 
Ø¢¸B{ßçÜÏá¢, Øß.®¢.æ®. æÉÞÄáØ¢¸B{ß çÜÏá¢ 
²Ýßºîáµâ¿ÞÈÞÕÞJ ØÞKßÇcÎÞÏá¢ Õß{BßÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX.
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ÌÞ¢·í{âV ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎJßæa ØíÅÞÉµÈá¢ 
ÍÞøÄàÏÉâ¼ ²øáAáKÄßW ²øáÕÈá¢, ÉÜ ÍÕÈBZAá¢, 
çµÞÝíØáµZAá¢ ÍÞøÄàÏ ÈÞÎBZ Ø¢ÍÞÕÈ æºÏíÄÕX, 
ØÞÇÞøÃAÞçøÞ¿á¢, ÉÞÕBç{Þ¿á¢ ¥ÈáµOÏá¢, µÞøáÃc 
Õá¢ µÞÃßºî ÕßÈàÄºîX. §BæÈ Èà{áKá ÕßÈàÄ 

ºîæa ³VNµZ ÉÜøáæ¿Ïá¢ ÎÈTßW. ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¥·Þ 
ÇÎÞÏ ÕcµíÄßÄbJßW ÈßKí ©øáÄßøßE ³çøÞøáJøá 
æ¿Ïá¢ ÕcÄcØíÅÎÞÏ µÞÝíºMÞ¿áµ{ÞÃßÕ.

®KÞW ®æa ºßLµ{á¢, ¥ÈáÍÕB{á¢ ¥ÄßÈMáù 
ÎÞÃí. Õß. çÏÞÙKÞæa ²KÞ¢ çÜ¶È¢ Äá¿BáKÄí: 

R¾ÞX çµGÄá¢, ØbL¢ µHáæµÞIí µIÄá¢, 
Øâfßºîí ÕàfßºîÄá¢, èµæµÞIá ØíÉVÖßºîÄáÎÞÏ 
µÞøcBæ{Aáùßºîíî ®ÝáÄáKá” æÕKí ÉùEáæµÞIÞÃí. 
ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ, ÖßÖáÄáÜcÎÞÏ Èß×íµ{CÄÏáæ¿ 
ÉøcÞÏÎÞÏ, ØÄcJßÈá¢ ÈàÄßAá¢çÕIß ÈßÜæµÞI, 
Îá¶¢ Îâ¿ßÏßÜïÞJ, ÕßÖáißÏá¢ Õß¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢ ÈßùE, 
¾ÞX ¥MÈáÄáÜc¢ ØíçÈÙßºî ¦ ÎÙÄí ÕcµíÄßÄbæJ 
®æa µÞÝíºMÞ¿ßW ¾ÞX ÕßÕøßAÞX ¦d·ÙßAáKÄí 
§dÉµÞøÎÞÃí.

1. dÉÞVjÈÏá¢ ÎøßÏ ÍµíÄßÏá¢

  ÈßùE ÎÈá×cX

ÕßÈàÄºîX dÉÞVjÈÏáæ¿ ²øá ÎÈá×cÈÞÏßøáKá. ¥çÈµ¢ 
ÎÃßAâùáµZ èÆÕØKßÇßÏßW ºdÎO¿ßEßøáKí 
ÇcÞÈßAáÎÞÏßøáKá. ØdµÞøßÏßçÜAá¢, dµâÖßÄ øâÉJßçÜ 
Aá¢ çÈÞAß, ¥ÇøB{ßW æºùßÏ ²øá ÉáFßøßÏáÎÞÏß 
ÈßÖíºÜÈÞÏß ØíÅßÄdÉ¼í¾ÈÞÏß §øßAáK ÕßÈàÄºîX 
®ÈßAá dÉçºÞÆÈÕá¢ ²øá çºÞÆcºß ÕáÎÞÏßøáKá. ÉÜ ÆßÕØB 
{ßÜá¢ ÇcÞÈJßÈß¿ÏíAí ÍfÃ¢ µÝßAáÕÞX çÉÞµÞÈáU 
ØÎÏÎÞçÏÞ ®Kí ÕÞºîßW çÈÞAßæµÞIßøáK ¾ÞX ®çL 
®ÈßAá ÕßÈàÄºîæÈçÉÞæÜ dÉÞVjßAáÕÞX ØÞÇßAá 
KßÜï ®Kí ºßLßAáÎÞÏßøáKá.

ÉÜ ÆßÕØB{ßÜá¢ ¥ºîX ØtcAí 5.30 ÎáÄçÜ 
ºÞMÜßW ©IÞµáÎÞÏßøáKá. ¾ÞX ®JßÏßøáKÄí 6.30Èá¢. 
ÍÞøÄàÏ Ø¢ØíAÞøÕá¢, µVNÜàJÞ èºÄÈcÕá¢ ÈßùE 
ÕcµíÄßÄb¢. µáøßÖßæa ÕßÖái çÏÞÙKÞæaÏá¢ ÕßÖái 

28



Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic
Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

¥NçdÄØcÞÏáæ¿Ïá¢ ÕßÖái æµÞºîáçdÄØcÞÏáæ¿Ïá¢ ÕßÖái 
ºÞÕùÉßÄÞÕßæaÏá¢ dÉÞVjÈÞèÖÜßÏá¢ ¦icÞvßµ 
ÄÏá¢ ¦ÝÎÞÏß ÉÀßAáµÏá¢, ÉÀßMßAáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄ ²øá 
ÇcÞçÈÞÉÞØµÈÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. dÉÞVjÈÏßÜá¢, 
µïÞØáµ{ßÜá¢ ÄçaÄÞÏ ²øá èÖÜß, ÄÈßÎ ØbLÎÞAáÕÞX 
¥ºîÈá ØÞÇßºîá. ¾ÞX ËßÜßèMXØßW ÉÀßAáK ÕV×B 
{ßW ÕßÈàÄºîX ¥Õßæ¿ ÕøáÎÞÏßøáKá. ÈNáæ¿ Øß.®¢.æ®. 
ØÍÞ¢·B{ÞÏß ©IÞÏßøáK ¥ºîzÞøáæ¿ µâæ¿ (ËÞ. æ¼Ïß¢Øí 
ÎáGßAW, ËÞ. ²ÜàÕV §çFÞ¿ß, ËÞ. æ¼Ïß¢Øí ÄÏîßW) 
ÕßÈàÄºîÈá¢ ¾ÞÈá¢ ÈàLWµá{B{ßÜá¢ µ¿ÜßÜá¢ µá{ßAÞX 
çÉÞµáÎÞÏßøáKá. æÕUJßW ¥çÈµ ØÎÏ¢ ÈßÖíºÜÈÞÏß 
æÉÞBßAß¿AáÕÞX (float) ¥ºîÈí µÝßÏáÎÞÏßøáKá. µáøßÖß 
æa ÕßÖái çÏÞÙKÞX dÉÞVjÈæÏAáùßºîí ÉùÏá 
çOÞZ æÕUJßW æÉÞBßAß¿AáK ©ÆÞÙøÃÎÞÃí 
ÉùÏÞùáUÄí. ÄB{áæ¿ MThæa Mys t icism µïÞØáµZ 
¦dÖÎJßW æÕºîÞÃí È¿JßÏßøáKÄí. ÕßÈàÄºîX 
dÉÞVjÈæÏAáùßºîí ÉÀßMßºîçMÞZ èÆÕJßW ®BæÈ 
float æºÏîÃæÎKí ÉÀßMßºîßøáKá. ¾ÞX ÉÜ ÄÕÃ æÕUJßW 
æÉÞBßµß¿AáÕÞX dÖÎßæºîCßÜá¢ ÉøÞ¼ÏæM¿áµÏá¢, æÕU¢ 
µá¿ßAáµÏáÎÞÏßøáKá æºÏíÄßøáKÄí. ÕÞAáµ{ßW ÎÞdÄ¢ 
²ÄáBáK ¦icÞvßµÄÏÜï Îùßºîí ¼àÕßºîáµÞÃßAáK 
¦icÞvßµÄÏÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîÈí. ¥ÄáæµÞIí ÄæKÏÞ 
ÏßøßAÃ¢ ÎHáJß ¦dÖÎJßW æÕºîí ÕßÈàÄºîX dÉÄÞ 
ÉºîçÈÞ¿í ÉùÏáÎÞÏßøáKá: RçÆ, ÎÞÜÞ¶ÎÞøá¢ ÕßÖáiøáæÎÜïÞ¢ 
ÕKí ®æK ¥Õøáæ¿ µâæ¿çÉÞµáÕÞX Õß{ßAáKáæÕKí.”

ÉøßÖái ÎÞÄÞÕßçÈÞ¿á ¥çBÏx¢ ÕÃAÕá¢, ÍµíÄßÏá 
ÎÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîÈí. ®Õßæ¿çÉÞµáçOÞÝá¢ ÎÞÄÞÕßÈá 

ÄæK ÍøçÎÜíÉßºîáæµÞIÞÃí ¥ºîX 
çÉÞµáKÄí.   ²øßAW ÕßÈàÄºîæa ØçÙÞ 
ÆøX çÄÞÎØíçºGÈá¢ µá¿á¢ÌÕá¢ ¦dÖÎ 
JßW ÕKí ÄÞÎØßºîá. øIá ÆßÕØ¢ 
µÝßEí ¥ÕV ÄßøßºîáçÉÞµáçOÞZ ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîÈá¢ çÎÞ{ßçººîßÏá¢ µâæ¿ ¥Õøáæ¿ 
ÕIßÏßW ØßxßÕçøAá¢ çÉÞÏß. çÄÞGJß 
çÜAá ¦ÕÖcÎÞÏ ºßÜ ØÞÇÈBZ In-
do-America µ¿ÏßW ÈßKáÕÞBß ¥ºîÈá¢ 
çÎÞ{ßçººîßÏá¢ ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ÕKá. çÄÞÎ 
Øí çºGÈá¢ µá¿á¢ÌÕá¢ ÈÞGßçÜAá Äßøßºîá 
çÉÞÏß. ¥KÞ{áµ{ßW æÎÞèÌW çËÞY 
dÉºÞøJßÜáIÞÏßøáKßÜï. ¦dÖÎJßW 
”çÉ¼V” ®K ²øá ØÞÇÈ¢ ÎÞdÄçÎ ØçwÖ 
BZ ØbàµøßAáÕÞÈÞÏß ©IÞÏßøáKá 
Uâ. ÕßÈàÄºîX ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ÈßKí ÉáùæM¿áKÄßÈá ÎáOí 
çÉ¼ùßW ØçwÖÎßGá. ¾BZ ÉáùæM¿áµÏÞÃí ÌHÞV 
AGßÏßW ÕKí ¾Bæ{ ÉßAí æºÏîÃæÎKí. ¥ÄßÈá 
çÖ×¢ ¥ÕV ÌØí µÏùß ÏÞdÄ Äá¿Bß. ®KÞW ÈßVÍÞ·cÕ 
ÖÞW ¦ØçwÖ¢ çÉ¼ùßW ®ÈßAá µßGßÏßÜï. ¥ÄáæµÞIí 
¼àMá¢ æµÞIí ¥Õæø æµÞIáÕøÞX çÉÞÏÄáÎßÜï. 
ÌHÞVAÞGí ÌØí §ùBßÏ ÕßÈàÄºîÈá¢ çÎÞ{ßçººîßÏá¢ 
¦dÖÎJßæa ÕIß µÞÃÞÏíµÏÞW È¿AÞX ÄàøáÎÞ 
Èßºîá. ÕÝßÏßW æÕºîí ÕIß µÞÃáµÏÞæÃCßW µÏùÞ 
æÎK ºßLçÏÞæ¿, ØtcÞØÎÏÎÞÏßøáKá. È¿Kí ̄ µçÆÖ¢ 
²øá µßçÜÞÎàxV µÝßÏáçOÞZ ÈÞ×ÃW ÉÞVAßæa ç·xá¢ 
ÏâAÞÜßÎøBZ ÈßùEáÈßÜíAáK µÞ¿áÎáIí. ¥Õßæ¿ 
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®JßÏçMÞZ ¥ÕVAá ÎáçO È¿Ká ÈàBßÏßøáK øIá 
æºùáMAÞV ¥ºîæÈ Éß¿ßµâ¿ß çÄÞ{ßW µß¿KßøáK 
ÌÞ·í Éß¿ßºîáÉùßAáÕÞX dÖÎßºîá. ®KÞW ¥ºîX ÕßGáæµÞ 
¿áJßÜï. ÌÞ·í ÈßùæÏ ÉÃÎÞæÃ KÞÃí ¥ÕV µøáÄßÏÄí. 
®KÞW ÌÞ·ßÈµJí ÎÞÄÞÕßæa ²øá øâÉÎÜïÞæÄ 
ÎæxÞKáÎáIÞÏßøáKßÜï. µÕVºîAÞøÞÏ øIá æºùáMAÞV 
¥ºîæÈ ÎÞùßÎÞùß ¥¿ßAÞX dÖÎßºîá. ®KÞW ²øá ¥¿ßçÉÞÜá¢ 
¥ºîæa çÆÙJí æµÞIßÜï. µøÞæG ÉÀßºîÕæÈçMÞæÜ 
¥ÄßÕßÆ·íÇÎÞÏß ¥ºîX ®ÜïÞ¢ Ä¿Eá. ¥çMÞZ ²øáÕX 
µÀÞøæÏ¿áJí ¥ºîæÈ µáJÞX dÖÎßºîá. ®KÞW ¥ºîX 
¥Äá¢ Éß¿ßºîí ØbL¢ èµAÜÞAß. §Äí µIáÈßK 
çÎÞ{ßçººîß ©ùæA ÈßÜÕß{ßAáKÄí çµGí ¦ ÕÝßçÏ 

ÕK ²øá çÎÞçGÞVèØAßZ ÏÞdÄßµX èÜxßGçMÞZ 
µUzÞV øIáçÉøá¢ µÞGßçÜAá ³¿ß ÎùEá.

ÍÏçJÞ¿á¢, ÕßùÏçÜÞ¿á¢ µâæ¿ d·ÞÎÕÞØßµç{Þ¿áçºVKí 
È¿Ká ÕK ¥ºîX ®çKÞ¿á ®çL ÕIß æµÞIáÕKßÜï 
®Kí çºÞÆßºîá. ¥ºîæa ØçwÖ¢ çÉ¼ùßW µßGßÏßæÜïKí ¾ÞX 
ÎùáÉ¿ß ÉùEá. ÕÝßÏßW æÕºîáIÞÏ µÅµZ çµGçMÞZ 
¾ÞX çºÞÆßºîá, ¥ºîÈí §Äí ®BßæÈ ØÞÇßºîá. ÌÞ·í 
ÕßGáæµÞ¿áJßÜï. çÆçÙÞÉdÆÕ¢ ²KáçÎxßÜï. µÀÞøÏá¢ Éß¿ßºîá 
ÕÞBßÏßøßAáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîX ÎùáÉ¿ß ÉùEá, RÎÞÄÞçÕ, 
®æK øfßAÃæÎQ ®Kí ÉùEÄáÎÞdÄæÎ ®ÈßAá ³VN 
ÏáUâ. ÉßæK ¦æøÞæAçÏÞ ®æK Ø¢øfßAáµÏÞ 
ÏßøáKáæÕKí. ¥çÄ, ÉøßÖái ¥NÏáæ¿ ÖµíÄÎÞÏ µøB{ßW 
ÕßÈàÄºîX ØáøfßÄÈÞÏßøáKá. 

2. µøáÄÜßæa ÎÈá×cX

ÌÞ¢·{âøßW ¦dÖÎ¢ Äá¿BßÏ µÞÜ¢ ÎáÄW µÞGÞÈµ{áæ¿  
ÖÜc¢ Õ{æø ÖµíÄÎÞÏßøáKá. ÎßAÕÞùá¢ ÆßÕØB{ßW øIá 
ÎâKá ÄÕÃ øÞdÄßÏßW ¦ÈµZ ÕøáÎÞÏßøáKá. ÕKá 
µÝßEÞW æÕºîßøßAáK æÄBá¢, ÕÞÝÏá¢ ÎxáÕß{µ{á¢ ÈÖßMß 
ºîßøáKá. ¦È ÕøáçOÞæÝÜïÞ¢ ¦dÖÎJßW Õ{VJßÏßøáK 
ÉGßµZ µáøºîí ¾Bæ{ ¥ùßÏßAáÎÞÏßøáKá.ÕÜßæÏÞøá ç¿ÞV 
ºîá¢, É¿AB{áÎÞÏß ¦ÈæÏ ³¿ßAÞX ¾ÞX ÉáùJßù 
BáçOÞZ ÕßÈàÄºîX Äæa ÎáùßÏßW ÈßKí ¼ÈW ÕÝß ®çKÞ 
¿áÉùÏáÎÞÏßøáKá, R¥ºîX ¦ÈæÏ ³¿ßºîí ÄàøáKÄí 
Õæø ¾ÞX æµÞL æºÞÜïß dÉÞVjßºîáæµÞIßøßAÞ¢. èÇøc 
ÎÞÏß æÉÞÏíæµÞUáµ, ²Ká¢ Ø¢ÍÕßAßÜï. ³¿ÞX ®Èß 
Aá ØÞÇßAÞJÄáæµÞIí ¾ÞX ÕøáKßÜï” ®Kí: µøáÄ 
Üßæa ÎÙÈàÏ ÎÞÄãµ.
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ÕßÈàÄºîæa ØçÙÞÆøX çÄÞÎØíçºGæa ÎµX 
¦µíçxÞÏáæ¿ µÜïcÞÃJßÈá ¦dÖÎJßX ÈßKí ÕßÈà ÄºîÈá¢, 
ç¼ÞØíçºGÈá¢ çÎÞ{ßçººîßÏá¢ ¾ÞÈá¢ çÉÞÏßøáKá. ÕßÕÞÙ 
Jßæa ÄçÜÆßÕØ¢ ¥JÞÝ¢ µÝßEí µß¿KÄí ÕßÈàÄºîÈá¢ 
¾ÞÈá¢ ²øá ÎáùßÏßÜÞÏßøáKá. µáùºîáçÈø¢ Ø¢ØÞøßºîÄßÈá 
çÖ×¢ ÈÎáAí ©ùBÞæÎKí ÕßÈàÄºîX ÉùEá. ÉùEí 5 
ÎßÈßxßÈµ¢ ÕßÈàÄºîX ©ùBáµÏá¢ µâVA¢ ÕÜßAÞÈá¢ 
Äá¿Bß. µâVA¢ ÕÜßÏáæ¿ Øbø¢ ÈßÎßJ¢ ®ÈßAá ©ùBÞX 
µÝßEßÜï ¯ÄÞÈá¢ ÎÃßAâùáµZ ÄßøßEá¢ ÎùßEá¢ 
µß¿æKCßÜá¢ ©ùBÞX ØÞÇßºîßÜï. ¾ÞX ®ÝáçKxí ÎáùßÏßæÜ 
²øá µçØøÏßW §øáKá. µáæù ØÎÏJßÈáçÖ×¢ ¥ºîX 
µHá ÄáùKçMÞZ ¾ÞX µçØøÏßW §øßAáKÄí µIí 
çºÞÆßºîá: “®çL ©ùBÞæÄ µçØøÏßÜßøßAáKæÄKí? 
¥ºîæa µâVA¢ ÕÜßµÞøÃ¢ ®ÈßAá ©ùBÞX ÉxáKßÜïÞ” 
æÏKí ÎùáÉ¿ß ÉùEá. ¥çMÞZ ¥ºîX ÉùEá, “çØÞùß, 
®æK Õß{ßAÞÎÞÏßøáKßæÜï. ØÞøÎßÜï; §Èß ¦çaÞºîX 
µß¿KáùBßçAÞ, ¾ÞX µçØøÏßÜßøáKá dÉÞVjßºîá 
æµÞUÞ¢.” §ÄÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîæa ®{ßÎÏá¢ µøáÄÜá¢. §Äá 
çÉÞæÜ ²øáÉÞ¿í Ø¢ÍÕB{áIí ÉùÏÞX.

3. fÎßAáK, ÎùAáK ÕßÈàÄºîX

¦æøÞæA, ®dÄæÏÞæA ¥ºîæÈ ÕßÎVÖßAáµÏá¢ µáxæM¿á 
JáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄÞÜá¢ dÉÄßµÞø¢ æºÏîáµ ®KÄí ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîæa Èß¸IáÕßÜßÜï. ®dÄ ÕÜßÏ æÄxí æºÏíÄÕçøÞ¿á¢ 
¥ºîÈí fÎßAÞX ²øá ÌáißÎáGáÎßÜï. æÄxá æºÏíÄÕ 
çøÞ¿í “¯ÝÜï, ®ÝáÉÄí dÉÞÕÖc¢” ®K èÌÌßZ ÕÞºµ¢ 
ÕßÈàÄºîX ¥ÈbVjÎÞAßÏßøáKá. ÄÞX ®æLCßÜá¢ ÕàÝíº 

ÕøáJßæÏKí ¥ùßEÞW ²øá µáEßæÈçMÞæÜ ÕKí fÎ 
çºÞÆßAÞÈá¢ ¥ºîÈá µÝßÏáÎÞÏßøáKá.

²øßAW ç¼ÞÜßAÞøáÎÞÏß ®çLÞ µÞøcJßÈí ¾ÞX 
¥ÕçøÞ¿í ÈàøØçJÞæ¿ Ø¢ØÞøßAáµÏá¢, ¥Õæø ÖµÞøßAá 
µÏá¢ æºÏíÄá. ¥Äßæa ËÜÎÞÏß ®æa Îá¶æJ 
ØçLÞ×¢ ÎùÏáµÏá¢, ÕßÈàÄºîçÈÞ¿áçÉÞÜá¢ Ø¢ØÞøßAÞÄß 
øßAáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄá. Õß×ÎßºîßøßAáK ®æa ÍÞÕ¢ µIßGí 
¥ºîX ®æa ÕÞÄßÜíAW ÎáGß, ÕÞÄßW ÄáùK ®çKÞ¿á 
¥ºîX ¦Æc¢ ÉùEÄí, R®LÞ ¦çaÞºîÞ, Õß×ÎßºîßøßAá 
çK? ¾ÞX ÕÞAáæµÞçIÞ, dÉÕVJß æµÞçIÞ ¥ºîæÈ 
çÕÆÈßMßºîáçÕÞ? ©æICßW ¾ÞX ÎÞMáçºÞÆßAáKá. ®çKÞ¿á 
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fÎßAáµ. §BæÈ ÎßIÞÄßøßAøáÄí.” §Äí çµGçMÞZ 
¾ÞX ÉùEá, ¥ºîX ®æLCßÜá¢ æºÏíÄßçGÞ, ÉùEßçGÞ 
¥Üï. ç¼ÞÜßAÞøáÎÞÏáU ¥ÍßdÉÞÏ ÕcÄcÞØ¢æµÞIí 
Ø¢ÍÕßºîÄÞæÃKí. ®KßGí ¾ÞX ÉùEá: “You are so great, 
Father.” ¥ÄßÈá ¥ºîæa ÎùáÉ¿ß: “You are also great.’’

¦dÖÎJßÈá ¥ÆcµÞÜB{ßW ÈÜï ÕÝßÏßÜïÞÏßøáKá, 
ÕßçÜï¼ßÈáUßW µâæ¿ ²øá È¿MÞÄÎÞdÄçÎ ©IÞÏßøáKáUâ. 
¦dÖÎJßÈ¿áJáU ØßØíçxÝíØí ÈNáæ¿ µáùºîá ØíÅÜ¢ 
¥ÕVAí æµÞ¿áJÞW ÕÝß ©IÞAÞÈáU ØíÅÜ¢ ÈÎáAí 
ÄøÞæÎKí ÉùEá. ÕßÈàÄºîæa ØÎçÏÞºßÄÎÞÏ §¿æÉ¿W 
ÈßÎßJÎÞÃí µáùE ÕßÜÏíAí ØßØíçxÝíØßÈí ¥Õøáæ¿ 

ØíÅÜ¢ ÕÞBßAÞX ØÞÇßºîÄí. ¥Äßæa dÉÄcáÉµÞø¢ ®K 
ÈßÜAÞÃí ¥ÕV ¨ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ È¿JßÏÄí. ®LÞÏÞÜá¢ 
¾BZAí ²Jßøß ØçLÞ×¢ çÄÞKß. ®KÞW ¯ÄÞÈá¢ 
¦ÝíºµZAáUßW ¥ÕV ÉùEá: ‘¾BZAí ¦dÖÎJßæa 
ØíÅÜÎÞÏßGí æÕºîáÎÞùÞX ÄÞÜíÉøcÎßÜï. ¾BZ ÕÝßAáçÕIß 
ÈßBZAá ÈÜíµáK ØíÅÜJßÈáU ÉÃ¢ ÈÜíµßÏÞW 
ÎÄßæÏKí. ÕßÈàÄºîX ØNÄßºîá. ®KÞW ©¿æÈ ÉÃ¢ 
ÄøÞX èµÏîßW µÞÖßÜï. ²øá ÎÞØJßÈáçÖ×¢ ¼VNÈßÏßW 
çÉÞµáKáIí. çÉÞÏßÕKÄßÈáçÖ×¢ ÉÃ¢ ÄøÞ¢. ØíÅÜ¢ 
ø¼ßØíxV æºÏîÞæÎKí ÉùEá. ØßØíçxÝíØí Õ{æø ØçLÞ× 
çJÞæ¿ ¦ ¦ÖÏ¢ ØbàµøßAáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄá. ØßØíçxÝíØá 
ÎÞÏß ÉCáæÕºî ¦ÖÏBZ ®çKÞ¿á ÉùEçMÞZ ¾ÞX 
dÉÄßµøßºîá: ¨ ÉùEÄá ²øá ®d·ßæÎaí ®ÝáÄßæÕ 
AáKÄí ÈÜïÄÞÃí; ÉßKà¿í ¦øáæ¿ ÍÞ·JáÈßKá¢ ÕÞAáÎÞùÞ 
ÄßøßAÞX ¥Äá ØÙÞÏßAáæÎKí. ®KÞW ÕßÈàÄºîX ®æK 
ÄßøáJß: ¥ºîæa µÞÝíºMÞ¿í ÖøßÏÜï; ÈNZ ¥BæÈ 
èÈÏÞÎßµÎÞÏß ¥ÄßæÈ µÞÃøáÄí. ØíçÈÙÌtJßÜÞÃí 
§æÄÜïÞ¢ µÞçÃIæÄKá¢, ÉøØíÉø ÕßÖbÞØ¢ çÕÃæÎKá¢ 
®æK ³VNæM¿áJß. 

²øá ÎÞØJßÈáçÖ×¢ ÕßÈàÄºîX ¼VNÈßÏßW çÉÞÏß. 
¯µçÆÖ¢ ÎâKá ÈÞÜí ¦ÝíºÏßæÜ ÇcÞÈßMßAÜá¢, µïÞØá 
µ{á¢ µÝßEí ¥ºîX ¦dÖÎJßW ÄßøßæºîJß. ®KÞW 
¥ºîX ÕøáKÄßÈá ÎáçO ØßØíçxÝíØí ÄøÞæÎKí ÉùE 
ØíÅÜJí ÎÄßW ÉÃßÄá. ÎÄßW ÉÃßÄµÞøc¢ ¥ºîçÈÞ¿á 
ÉùEçMÞZ ¥Äí ÄÞÜíAÞÜßµÎÞÏß ¦ÈÕøÞÄßøßAÞX 
æµGßÏÄÞµÞæÎKá¢ ¾ÞX ÉÃ¢ æµÞIáÕKßGáæI 
KùßÏáçOÞZ ÄáùKá ÄøáæÎKí ÕßÖbØßAáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄá. 
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ÕKÄßæa ÉßçxÆßÕØ¢ ÄæK ¼VNÈßÏßW ÈßKí æµÞIáÕK 
ØNÞÈB{á¢, ÎÇáøÉÜÙÞøB{áÎÞÏß ÕßÈàÄºîX çµÞYæÕ 
aßW çÉÞÏß. ÕÝß ÕÞBÞÈáU ÉÃ¢ Ø¢¸¿ßMßºîáæÕKí 
ÉùEá. ®KÞW ØßØíçxÝíØí ¥Õøáæ¿ ÄàøáÎÞÈ¢ ÎÞxßÏ 
µÞøc¢ ¥ºîæÈ ¥ùßÏßºîá. ¦dÖÎJßÈá ÕÝßAáU ØíÅÜ¢ 
æµÞ¿áJÞW ¥Õøáæ¿ privacyæÏ (ØbµÞøcÄ) 
ÌÞÇßAáæÎKá¢, ¥ÄßÈÞW ØíÅÜ¢ æµÞ¿áçAIÄßæÜïKá¢ 
ÄàøáÎÞÈßºîáæÕKí; Õ{æøÏÇßµ¢ çÕÆÈ çÄÞKßæÏCßÜá¢ 
ÕßÈàÄºîX ¥Äí µÞÃßºîßÜï. ¥Õøáæ¿ ÄàøáÎÞÈæJ ÌÙáÎÞÈß 
AáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄá. dµßØíÄáÎTßæa ÄçÜÆßÕØÎÞÏß øáK 
ÄßÈÞW ØßØíçxÝíØí ÕßÈàÄºîçÈÞ¿á ¦ÕÖcæMGá ¥KæJ 
ÉÞÄßøÞµáVÌÞÈ çµÞYæÕaßW æÕºîá È¿JáÕÞX. 
¦dÖÎJßÜáUÕV ÎÀJßW µáVÌÞÈAáÕøáÕÞX ¦ÕÖc 
æMGá. ÕßÈàÄºîX ¥Äá¢ ØNÄßºîá ÄßøßºîáçÉÞKá.

¦dÖÎJßW ÕKí È¿K Ø¢ÍÕBZ ÕßÈàÄºîX ®çKÞ¿á 
ÕßÕøßºîá. ¾ÞX ºâ¿ÞÏß Ø¢ØÞøßºîá. ÕßÈàÄºîÈí dÉÞçÏÞ·ßµ 
ÌáißÏßæÜïKá¢ µáxæM¿áJß. µáVÌÞÈÏíAá ¾ÞX ÎÀJßW 
ÕøßµÏßæÜïKá¢ ©ùMßºîá ÉùEá. ®KÞW ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
ÎùáÉ¿ß ÖÞLÎÞÏß ®æa ºCßW µáJß: R¦çaÞºîÞ, 
¥ºîæa ÕßµÞø¢ ¾ÞX ÎÈTßÜÞAáKá. Éçf, ¥Õøáæ¿ 
ÄàøáÎÞÈæJ ÈNZ ÌÙáÎÞÈßçAçI? ¥Õøáæ¿ ÍÞ·Já 
ÈßKá µâæ¿ ÈÞ¢ ºßLßAÃ¢, dÉÄßµÞø¢ æºÏíÄÞW ¥Õøá¢ ÈÞÎá¢ 
ÄNßW ®Lá ÕcÄcÞØ¢. ÈÞæ{ dµßØíÄáÎTÞÃí. ØíçÈÙJß 
æaÏá¢, ØÎÞÇÞÈJßæaÏá¢ ØçwÖÎÞÃí dµßØíÄáÕßæa 
¼ÈÈ¢ ÈÎáAá ÈÜíµáK ØçwÖ¢.Q ØÈcÞØèÕÆßµøÞÏ 
ÈÎáAá fÎßAÞX ØÞÇßAÃæÎK ²øá ØÞçøÞÉçÆÖÕá¢ 
µâ¿ß ®ÈßAá ÈÜíµß.

4. Èß×íA{CÈá¢, ØÄcØtÈáÎÞÏ      
  ÕßÈàÄºîX

ÕßÈàÄºîæa Îá¶ÎádÆÏÞÏßøáKá Èß×íA{CÄÏá¢ ØÄcØ 
tÄÏá¢. ¦ÉW¸GJßWçÉÞÜá¢ µÞøcØÞÇcJßÈÞÏß 
¥ºîX   ÈáÃ ÉùÏáµçÏÞ, ÎxáUÕæø ÉùÏÞX çdÉøßMßAáµ 

çÏÞ æºÏíÄßøáKßÜï. “ØÄc¢ ÕÄ: ÇVN¢ ºø” ®KÄÞÏßøáKá 
ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÄÄb¢. æºÏîÞJÄí æºÏñáæÕKí ÕøáJßÄàVAáµ 
çÏÞ, ÎxáUÕøáæ¿ èµÏî¿ß µßGÞçÈÞ dÖÎßºîßøáKßÜï. Îá¶Îâ¿ß 
ÏßÜïÞJ, ÆbÏÞVjBZ ©ÉçÏÞ·ßAÞJ ÏÅÞVj ØÈcÞØ 
ÕøcX. çÈæø ÕÞ çÈæø çÉÞ ®KÄÞÃí ¥ºîæa èÖÜß.
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²øßAW ÕßçÜï¼ßæÜ ²øá Éx¢ ¦¿áµZ ¦dÖÎJßW µÏùß 
ÉáÜïí ÄßKáKÄßçÈÞæ¿ÞM¢ µã×ß æºÏñßøáK Õß{µ{á¢ 
ÄßKáÕÞX Äá¿Bß. ¦dÖÎJßæÜ 
ÈÞÏ µâ¿ßÈá æÕ{ßÏßÜÞÏßøáK 
ÄáæµÞIí ¦¿áµæ{ ³¿ßMßAáµÏá¢, 
²æøHJßæÈ µ¿ßºîá æµÞÜïáµÏá¢ 
æºÏíÄá. ©ºîÍfÃJßÈÞÏß Éáù 
JáÕK ¾BZ ÈÞÏ µ¿ßºîí ºJá 
µß¿AáK ¦¿ßæÈ µIá. ÕßçÜï 
¼áµÞV ¥ùßEÞW ©IÞ 
µÞÕáK ÍÕß×cJßæÈ ³VJçMÞZ 
ºJ ¦¿ßæÈ µáÝßºîß¿áÕÞÈá¢ ÄàøáÎÞ 
Èßºîá. ®KÞW ¦¿ßæa ©¿ÎØíÅ 
çÈÞ¿í ©IÞÏ µÞøc¢ ÉùÏÞæÎKí 
ÕßÈàÄºîX ÉùEá. ®KÞW ¾B 
{áæ¿ ÈßVÌîtJßÈí ÕÝBß ²Ká¢ 
ÉùçÏæIKí ÄàøáÎÞÈßºîá. ©ºîÄßøß 
Eí µÞMß µá¿ßAáÕÞX ¾BZ 
ÉáùJßùBßÏçMÞZ ¦¿ßæa ©¿Î 
ØíÅX µÞÃÞÄÞÏ ¦¿ßæÈ ÄßøAß ¦dÖÎJßæÜJß. 
¥çgÙæJ µIÎÞdÄÏßW ÕßÈàÄºîX ÎÜÏÞ{JßW çºÞÆßºîá: 
ºJ ¦¿ßæÈ ¥çÈb×ßºîá ÕKÄÞçÃÞæÏKí. ©¿æÈ 
¾BZ ÕßÈàÄºîÞ ®Kí §øáJß Õß{ßºîá. ÕßÈàÄºîX ÉùE 
ÎÜÏÞ{¢ ÎÈTßÜÞµÞÄßøáKÄáæµÞIí ¾BZ µK¿ÏßW 
¦ÖÏ¢ ¥ÜíÉ¢ ÎÞxß ÉùEá. ®LßÈÞÃí §Õßæ¿ 
ÕKæÄKÞÃí ¥ºîX çºÞÆßºîæÄKí. µáùºîáçÈøæJ ¥çÈb× 
ÃJßÈáçÖ×¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ÄßøßºîáçÉÞÏß. ®KÞW ÕßÈàÄºîX 

¾Bç{Þ¿á ÉùEá; ÉÞÕBZ ®dÄÎÞdÄ¢ µ×í¿æMGßGÞÃí 
¼àÕßAáKÄí. ¦¿ßæÈÏá¢, ÎÞ¿ßæÈÏáæÎÜïÞ¢ Õ{VJß 

µßGáK ÄáºîÎÞÏ ÕøáÎÞÈÎÞÃí 
¥ÕVAáUÄí. ¥ÄáæµÞIí ÈNZ 
æºÏíÄÄí ÖøßÏÜï, ¥ÈàÄßÏÞÃí. ÎÞdÄÕá 
ÎÜï, ØÄc¢ ÎùºîáæÕºîá. ¦dÖÎÞ¢·B{á¢ 
ØÈcÞØßµ{áÎÞÏ ÈNßW ÈßKí §Jø¢ 
dÉÕVJßµZ ©IÞµÞX ©çgÖßAá 
KßÜï. ÕßÈàÄºîæa ØÄcØtÄAá çÕæù 
©ÆÞÙøÃ¢ ¦ÕÖcÎßÜï.

ÕßÈàÄºîÞ, ¥Bí ¾B{ßW ÈßKí Õß¿ 
ÉùÏáçOÞZ ²øáÉÞ¿í çÕÆÈÏáIí, ¼àÕßÄ¢ 
æµÞIá¢, ÎÞÄãµ æµÞIá¢ ¥Bí ¾BZAí 
dÉçºÞÆÈÎÞÏßøáKá. ØbVPJßÜßøáKá 
æµÞIí ¾BZAá ÎÞÇcØíÅ¢ ÕÙßAÃæÎ. 
¯ÜàÖ ̄ ÜßÏÞ dÉÕÞºµçÈÞ¿á ÉùEÄá 
çÉÞæÜ ¥ºîæa §øGß èºÄÈc¢ ¾B 
ZAá Äøßµ. ¥ùßEáæµÞçIÞ, ¥ùßÏÞæÄ 

çÏÞ ®æLCßÜá¢ ÕàÝíºµZ ¾B{ßWÈßKá ÕKáçÉÞÏß 
GáæICßW ¾Bç{Þ¿á fÎßAÃæÎ. ¥Bá æºÏíÄ 
®ÜïÞ ÈzµZAá¢ ¾BZ Èwß ÉùÏáKá. ¥BÏáæ¿ ̈  
¥LcÏÞdÄÏßW ¾B{áæ¿ ®{ßÏ dÉÞVjÈÏáIÞÏßøßAá¢. 
èÆÕ¢ ®ÜïÞÕæøÏá¢ ØÎãiÎÞÏß ¥Èád·ÙßAæG. ÉßÄÞÕß 
æaÏá¢, ÉádÄæaÏá¢, ÉøßÖáiÞvÞÕßæaÏá¢ ÈÞÎJßW, 
¦çNX.
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Èwß
®æa çÉøí ¦µíç¿Þ çÄÞÎØí. ¾ÞX ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¥Èá¼X 
çÄÞÎØßæa ÎµÈÞÃí. ¾B{áæ¿ ÕÜïcMX ¥ºîæa 
çÕVÉÞ¿ßW, ¾BZ ²øáÉÞ¿í çÕÆÈßAáKá. ®CßÜá¢ ¥ºîæÈ 
ÈßBZ Õ{æø µÞøcÎÞÏß çÈÞAßÏÄßÈÞW µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢· 
B{áæ¿ dÉÄßÈßÇßÏÞÏß øIí ÕÞAí Ø¢ØÞøßAáÕÞX ¾ÞX 
¦d·ÙßAáKá.

¥ÍßÕwc ÉÞÜAÞ¿í øâÉÄÞicfX ÎÞV ç¼AÌí 
ÎÈçJÞ¿Jí ÉßÄÞçÕ, Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ ÕßµÞøß ¼ÈùW 
ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ç¼ÞØß ÄÞÎøçÛøß ¥ºîÞ, çµÞÏOJâV 
çdÉ×ßÄ çdÉÞÕßXØßæa ædÉÞÕßX×cW ØÞ¼á ºAÞÜAW  
¥ºîÞ, ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG èÕÆßµæø, ØÈcØíÄæø, ®æa 
dÉßÏ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·Bæ{, ØáÙãJáAæ{,

¨ æµÞçùÞÃ µÞÜ¸GJßÜá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
ÎãÄØ¢ØíAÞø µVNB{ßW ÉæC¿áAáÕÞX ²Jßøß Äßø 
Aáµ{áæ¿ §¿ÏßW ÈßKá¢ ÉÞÜAÞ¿í øâÉÄÞicfX 
¥ÍßÕwc ÎÞV ç¼AÌí ÎÈçJÞ¿Jí ÉßÄÞÕí §Õßæ¿ ÕKÄßW 
¾BZAí ¥ÄßÏÞÏ ØçLÞ×ÎáIí. ¨ ¥ÕØøJßW 
¾BZ ®ÜïÞÕøá¢ ÉßÄÞÕßçÈÞ¿í ¦vÞVjÎÞÏß Èwß 
ÉùÏáKá. §KæJ ÆßÕcÌÜßAí Îá¶cµÞVNßµÄb¢ ÕÙßºî 
Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ ÕßµÞøß ¼ÈùÞZ ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG 
ç¼ÞØß ÄÞÎøçÛøß ¥ºîÈí ¾BZ dÉçÄcµ¢ Èwß ÉùEá 
æµÞUáKá. 

¥icÞÉµÈÞÏßøáK µÞÜ¢ ÎáÄçÜ ÕßÈàÄºîÈí 
ØÞ¼á ¥ºîÈáÎÞÏáU ¥çÍÆcÎÞÏ Ìt¢ ®ÈßAùßÏÞÕá 
KÄÞÃí. ®æa ¥ùßÕí ÖøßÏÞæÃCßW ¥ºîæa dÉßÏ 
Öß×czÞøßW ²øÞ{ÞÏ ØÞ¼á ¥ºîX, ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¥ÕØÞÈ 
µÞÜJí ¥ºîæa ædÉÞÕßX×cW ¦Ïß ÕKÄí ²øá 
èÆÕÈßçÏÞ·ÎÞæÃKí ¾ÞX ÕßÖbØßAáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
¥LcÈÞ{áµ{ßÜá¢ ÎøÃJßÈáçÖ×Õá¢ ®ÜïÞ µÞøcB{á¢ 
¾Bæ{ ¥ùßÏßAáKÄßÈá¢ Í¢·ßÏÞÏß 
ÈßVÕîÙßAáKÄßÈá¢ Õ{æø ÉµbÄçÏÞ¿á¢ 
¥ÄßçÈAÞç{æù ØìÎcÄçÏÞ¿á¢ µâæ¿ çÈÄãÄb¢ ÈWµßÏ 

Acto Thomas Vadakethala
Father Vineeth’s Nephew

(Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ØÞ¼á ºAÞÜAW ¥ºîÈí µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢· 
B{áæ¿Ïá¢ ®æa ÕcµñßÉøÎÞÏ çÉøßÜá¢ ¾ÞX dÉçÄcµ¢ 
Èwß ÉùEáæµÞUáKá.

¥ÄáçÉÞæÜÄæK ÎáX ædÉÞÕßX×cWÎÞøÞÏ ®ÜïÞ 
¥ºîzÞVAá¢ ̈  ¥ÕØøJßW µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·B{áæ¿ çÉøßW 
¾ÞX Èwß çø¶æM¿áJáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîX ÕßdÖÎ ¼àÕßÄ¢ 
ÈÏßºî ¥ÕØÞÈ µÞÜ¸GB{ßW ¥çgÙæJ ²øá µá¿á¢ 
ÌÞ¢·æJåçÉÞæÜ ÉøßÉÞÜßºîáçÉÞK ç¼ÞY ÄGßW 
¥ºîÈá¢ ç¼ÞÏí çµÞç{BÞ¿X ¥ºîÈá¢ ¾ÞX Èwß çø¶æM¿á 
JáKá.

ÎßA ÆßÕØB{ßÜá¢ çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞ¢ ¦dÖÎJßæÜ 
æµÞºîºîÈÞÏ dÉÄÞÉí ¥ºîX ÕßÈàÄºîæa ®ÜïÞ ÕßçÖ× 
B{á¢ ¾Bæ{ ¥ùßÏßAÞùáIÞÏßøáKá. ²øá æµÞºîáçÎÞX 

ÕÜïcMºîæÈ çÈÞAáKÄáçÉÞæÜ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ÖádÖâ×ßºî 
dÉÄÞÉí ÄáøáJáÎÞÜß ¥ºîÈá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîÈí ÄÞBá¢ ÄÃÜá 
ÎÞÏß ÈßK dµßØíçxÞAá¢, ¦aÃß çºGÈá¢ çdÉ×ßÄÞ 
øÞÎßæÜ ®ÜïÞ èÕÆßµVAá¢ ØçÙÞÆøBZAá¢ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢· 
B{áæ¿ çÉøßÜá¢ ®æa ÕcµíÄßÉøÎÞÏ çÉøßÜá¢ ¾ÞX 
Èwß ÉùEáæµÞUáKá. 

ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¥ÕØÞÈ ÈÞ{áµ{ßW ¥ºîæÈ ÖádÖâ×ßºî 
¥ÎÜ ¦ÖáÉdÄßÏßæÜ ÁÏùµí¿V, ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ¼âÜßÏØí 
¥ùÏíAW ¥ºîÈá¢, ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÖÕØ¢ØíAÞø ÖádÖâ× 
AáçÕI (crematio) ®ÜïÞ Ø¼í¼àµøÃB{á¢ ²øáAßÏ ®ÜïÞ 
ÕVAá¢ ¾ÞX Èwß ÉùEá æµÞUáKá. 

§KæJ ÕßÖái ÌÜßÏßW ÕßÈàÄºîæÈåµáùßºîí ¼àÕß 
ÄÞÈáÍÕ¢ ÉCáæÕºî ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ¦çaÞ ÕGAáÝß ¥ºîæÈ 
®ÈßAí Õ{æø µÞÜÎÞÏáU ÉøßºÏÎáIí.ÉÄßæÈGá 
ÕV×¢ ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎJßW ÕßÈàÄºîçÈÞæ¿ÞM¢  ¥ºîæa 
§¿Õá¢ ÕÜÕá¢ ¦Ïß È¿KßøáKÄí ¦çaÞ ¥ºîÈÞÃí. 
ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¯æÄÞøá µÞøcJßÈá¢ ¾BZ ØÎàÉßºîß 
øáKÄá¢ ¦çaÞ ¥ºîæÈÏÞÃí. ÕßÈàÄºîÈí ¦çaÞ 
¥ºîçÈÞ¿áU ÉádÄ ÄáÜcÎÞÏ ÕÞÄíØÜc¢ ¾B{áæ¿ µá¿á¢Ì 
JßæÜ ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ ¥ùßÏÞÕáKÄÞÃí. ²øá ÎâJ 
ç¼×íÀæÈçÉÞæÜ ¾ÞX µÞÃáK ¦çaÞ ÕGAáÝß 
¥ºîçÈÞ¿í µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·B{áæ¿ çÉøßÜá¢ ®æa ÕcµíÄßÉø 
ÎÞÏ çÉøßÜá¢ ¾ÞX Èwß ÉùEáæµÞUáKá.

§Õßæ¿ ØKßÙßÄøæÜïCßÜá¢ ¨ µVNBZ ³Y 
èÜX ¦Ïß µIáæµÞIßøßAáK ÕßÈàÄºîX ÎAæ{ 
çÉÞæÜ ØíçÈÙßºîßøáK çÎÞ{ßçººîßÏá¢, ç¼ÞØíçºGÈá¢ 
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©Ií. 1983 ÎáÄW çÎÞ{ßçººîßÏá¢, ç¼ÞØíçºGÈá¢ ÕßÈàÄºî 
æa ²M¢ ©Ií. ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎJßæa ¦ø¢Í¢ ÎáÄçÜ 
çÎÞ{ßçººîß çÉÝíØÃW æØdµGùßÏÞÏß ÕßÈàÄºîæa µâæ¿ 
©IÞÏßøáKá. ¨ øIá çÉçøÞ¿á¢ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·B{áæ¿ 
çÉøßÜá¢ ®æa ÕcµíÄßÉøÎÞÏ çÉøßÜá¢ ¾ÞX Èwß ÉùEá 
æµÞUáKá. 

§KæJ µVNBZ ®ÜïÞ¢ Í¢·ßÏÞÏß È¿JáÕÞX 
ØíÅÜÕá¢ ØìµøcÕá¢ ²øáAßÄK, ÕßÈàÄºîX ¥¢·ÎÞÏßGáU 
ÍÞøÄÎÞÄÞ ¦dÖÎJßæÜ ØáMàøßÏV ¥ºîçÈÞ¿á¢ ÎæxÜïÞÕ 
çøÞ¿á¢ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·B{áæ¿ çÉøßW dÉçÄcµ¢ Èwß ÉùEá 
æµÞUáKá.

ÕßÈàÄºîX ²øá ÉáÃcÕøcX. ¥çÈµøáæ¿ ¼àÕßÄJßW ·áøáÕÞÏß æÕ{ßºî¢ ÉµVKá æµÞ¿áJ 
²øá dÉµÞÖç·ÞÉáø¢. ÎøßAÞJ ³VNµ{áÎÞÏß ¥ºîæa ¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢ Õß¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢ §Ká¢ ÈNßW 
¼àÕßAáKá. ¥ºîX dÉÍÞ×Ã¢ ¦ø¢ÍßºîÞW ÉßæK ¥ºîÈÜï Îùßºîí èÆÕØbøÎÞÃí ÈßV·{ßAáµ; 
ÉßæK ¥ºîX çÕæù ²øá çÜÞµJßÜÞÃí. ÕÞAáµ{ßæÜ ®{ßÎÏá¢ ÖáißÏá¢ ÎÞÈcÄÏá¢ ©ÏVK 
Ø¢ØíµÞø¢ Õß{ßçºîÞÄáKÄÞÃí. 

ÙãÆÏJßW èÆÕJßæa µæÏîÞMáU ²øá ÎÙÞvÞÕí. ÕßÈàÄºîæa Ø¢ØÞø¢ ®çMÞÝá¢ 
dµßØíÄá ÈßÌßÁÎÞÏßøáKá. ÕcµíÄßÌtB{ßW dµßØíÄáÕßæa ØÞKßÇc¢ ©æICßW ¦ 
ÌtBæ{ÜïÞ¢ ÉÕßdÄÎÞÏßøáKá ®KÄÞÏßøáKá ¥çgÙJßæa ºßL. ³VNµ{ßæÜ ÕßÈàÄºîX 
¦ÖÏB{ßÜâæ¿ ¼àÕßAæG.

ÕßÈàÄºîX ¥Øá¶ÎÞÏß µß¿KçMÞZ ÎáÄW ¨ 

ÈßÎß×¢ Õæø dÉÞVjÈÏßÜâæ¿Ïá¢ ØÞKßicJßÜâæ¿Ïá¢ 

¾Bæ{ ØÎÞÖbØßMßºî ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ ¾B{áæ¿ µá¿á¢ÌÞ¢· 

B{áæ¿ çÉøßW Èwß ÉùEá æµÞUáKá.

ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÕßçÏÞ·¢ ¾BZAí ²øáÉÞ¿í çÕÆÈ 

ÈWµáKáIí. ÈßB{áæ¿ ÕßÜçÏùßÏ dÉÞVjÈÏßW 

ÕßÈàÄºîçÈÏá¢ ¾Bæ{Ïá¢ ³VAÃçÎ. ²øßAW µâ¿ß ®ÜïÞ 

ÕVAá¢ Èwß ÉùEáæµÞIí ¾ÞX ÈßùáJáKá.

Sheejo Attupuram CMI
 Councillor, Preshitha-Coimbatore
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ÕÏTí 86 ¦ÏßøáKáæÕCßÜá¢ 
ÎøÃçJÞ¿í ÎÜïßGá ÄßøßºîáÕøá¢ 
®KáÄæKÏÞÏßøáKá dÉÄàf. 
ÏÞdÄÏÞÏß ÕßÈàÄºîX ÈßdÆÏß 
çÜAí... ¼í¾ÞÈJßæa ÈßùÕßW 

ÈßKí ¦ ºßøß ÕßGáçÉÞµáKßÜï. ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ¦XØX  ÉÞ 
çÃBÞ¿ÈºîæaåÕßÈàÄºîæÈ µáùßºîáU ³VNAáùßMá 
µ{ÞÃßÕ.åÕßÈàÄºîX çdÉ×ßÄ ædÉÞÕßXØßæa ²ø¢·æÎ 
KÄßÜáÉøß, Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ ØbL¢ ¥¢·¢ ®K 
ÈßÜÏßÜÞÃí ØÍÞ¢·BZ µIßøáKÄí. ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG 
çÄÞÎØí æ®Aøºîæa ÕÞAáµ{ßW, “At the sad demise of  
Fr. Vineeth, our CMI Congregation has lost one of her best and illustrious 
sons!” §Èß ÖÞøàøßµÎÞÏß ÕßÈàÄºîX ÈçNÞ¿á µâæ¿ÏßæÜï 
CßÜá¢, ¥çgÙ¢ ØíÅÞÉßºî ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ®K ¦dÖÎJßÜâæ¿, 
¥çgÙ¢ ÈÎáAí ÈWµßÏ ÕßÜæMG d·sB{ßÜâæ¿, øºÈµ 
{ßÜâæ¿ ÎâÜcB{ßÜâæ¿ ®Ká¢ ÈçNÞæ¿ÞM¢ ©IÞÏßøßAá¢. 
ÕßÈàÄºîX µÞÃßºîá ÄK ÈÜï ¼àÕßÄJßÈí ²øÞÏßø¢ Èwß.

ÈNáæ¿ Æá:¶JßÜá¢ ØçLÞ×JßÜá¢ ÈçNÞ¿í çºVKí 
ÈßÜíAáKÕøÞÃí ÈNáæ¿ øâÉÄÞicfzÞV. §KæÜ 
ÎHâJßÏßæÜ çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞÎßW ÈæN ¦ÖbØßMßAáµÏá¢ 
ÕßÈàÄºîÈí çÕIß dÉÞVjßAáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄ ¦XdÁâØí 

ÉßÄÞÕßæÈÏá¢, ç¿ÞÃß ÉßÄÞÕßæÈÏá¢, §KæJ ÖádÖâ× 
ÏßW ÉæC¿áJí ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ÏÞdÄÏÞAÞæÈJßÏ 
ç¼AÌí ÎÈçJÞ¿Jí ÉßÄÞÕßæÈÏá¢, ØçwÖB{ßÜâæ¿ 
ÕßÈàÄºîÈáçÕIß dÉÞVjßAáµÏá¢, ÈæN ¦ÖbØßMßAáµ 
Ïá¢ æºÏíÄ ®ÜïÞ ÉßÄÞAzÞæøÏá¢ ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ¥ÈáØí 
ÎøßAáKá. ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ¼ÈùÞ{ºîæÈÏá¢, Øß.®¢.æ®. 
ØÍæÏ dÉÄßÈßÇàµøßºîí ¨ µVNJßW ÉæC¿áAáÕÞX 
®JßÏßøßAáK ç¼ÞØß ¥ºîæÈÏá¢ ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG 
³ÁßxV ÌÞÌá ÎxJßÜºîæÈÏá¢ ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ¥ÈáØí 
ÎøßAáKá. 

ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ædÉÞÕßX×cW ØÞ¼á ºAÞÜAW 
¥ºîÈá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîÈá¢ ÄNßÜáU Ìt¢ ÕÞAáµ{ßW 
²ÄáAáÕÞX ¦ÕßÜï. ²øá Éçf ÕßÈàÄºîæa çÕVÉÞ¿ßW 
¯xÕá¢ ¥Çßµ¢ çÕÆÈßAáK ÕcµíÄßÏÞÏßøßAÞ¢ ædÉÞÕßX 
×cW ¥ºîX. ¥dÄÏíAá ·ÞÂÎÞÏßøáKá ¥ÕV ÄNßÜáU 
ØíçÈÙÌt¢. ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÎøÃØÎÏJí ¥ºîX ÈÞGßÜá 
IÞÏßøáKá. ¦ ÈßÎß×¢ ÎáÄW ¨ ÈßÎß×¢Õæø ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîÈí ¯xÕá¢ ÎçÈÞÙøÎÞÏ ²øá ËcâÃùW ÈWµÃæÎK 
¦d·ÙçJÞ¿á µâ¿ß ³¿ßÈ¿Kí, ØbL¢ ÎµæÈçMÞæÜ 
®ÜïÞ µÞøcB{á¢ dµÎàµøßºî ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ædÉÞÕßX×cW 
¥ºîÈá¢, ædÉÞÕßX×cÞ{ºîçÈÞ¿í çºVKí ÈßK µìYØßÜV 

Johnson Valiyakulathil CMI
 Vicar Provincial (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)

Gratitude… 
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¥ºîzÞVAí ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ Èwß. çÆÕÎÞÄÞ ædÉÞÕßX×cW 
çÁÕßØí ÉÈAÜºîæÈÏá¢, ¥ÎÜ ¦ÖáÉdÄßÏßæÜ ÁÏù 
µí¿V ËÞ. ¼âÜßÏØí ¥ºîæÈÏá¢åÎxí ¥ºîzÞæøÏá¢, ÕßÈàÄí 
¥ºîæÈ ÖádÖâ×ßºîÕæøÏá¢ ÈNáæ¿ ÉÞÜÈ ¦ÖáÉdÄß 
ÁÏùµí¿ùÞÏ ÕÞZGV ¥ºîæÈÏá¢, ÄãÛâV çdÉÞÕßXØßW 
ÈßKí ÕKßøßAáK Îxí ®ÜïÞ ¥ºîzÞæøÏá¢, æµÈßÏX 
dÉÄßÈßÇßÏÞÏßøßAáK ç¼AÌí ¦ºîÞIßÏºîæÈÏá¢ 
ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ³VAáKá. æµÞºîß ædÉÞÕßX×cW æÌKß ÈW 
Aø ¥ºîÈá¢ ØÞ·V ÍÕÈßæÜ ¥ºîzÞøá¢ §KæÜ ÎHáJß 
ÏßW ®Jß ÕßÈàÄºîÈáçÕIß dÉÞVjßºîßøáKá: ®ÜïÞÕV 
Aá¢ Èwß. 

µÝßE 3 ÕV×çJÞ{¢ ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîX 
ÕßdÖÎJßÜÞÏßøáK ÎHáJßÏßæÜ çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞÎßæÜ 
ØáMàøßÏV ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ç¼ÞÏí çµÞ{BÞ¿X ¥ºîæÈÏá¢, 
ÕßÈàÄºîÈí ÏÞæÄÞøá µáùÕá¢ ÕøÞæÄ ØíçÈÙçJÞæ¿ 
ÖádÖâ×ßºî dÉÄÞÉí ¥ºîæÈÏá¢, ¥V¼í¼áX dÌÆùßæÈÏá¢ 
ÎæxÜïÞ ¥ºîzÞæøÏá¢, ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ÖádÖâ×ßºî dµßØíçxÞ, 
¦aÃß çºGX, ®KßÕæøÏá¢ ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ³VAáKá. 
ØbVPJßW ÈßKí ÕßÈàÄºîX ÈßBZAÞÏß ÎÞÇcØíÅ¢ 
ÕÙßAæG. ÍÞøÄÎÞÄÞ ¦dÖÎJßæÜ dÉßçÏÞV ùâMVGí 
¥ºîæÈÏá¢, §KæJ ÖádÖâ×ÏíAí çÈÄãÄb¢ ÕÙßºî 
ËßÜßMí ¥ºîæÈÏá¢, æ¼ÏíØY ¥ºîæÈÏá¢, Îxí æÖNÞÖ 
zÞæøÏá¢ §KæJ ·ÞÏµØ¢¸æJ ÈÏßºî ¥ÈßW_
Üßça×í ¥ºîzÞæøÏá¢ §KæJ µVNBæ{ÜïÞ¢ 
dµÎæM¿áJßÏ ®¢.Øß.Ïá¢ ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØ µìYØßÜùáÎÞÏ 
çÉÞZ æÄAßÈßÏJí ¥ºîæÈÏá¢ ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ³VAáKá. 18 

ÕV×æJ ÕßÈàÄºîÈáÎÞÏáU Äæa ¼àÕßÄÞÈáÍÕBæ{ 
§çK ÆßÕØ¢ ÈN{áÎÞÏß ÉCáæÕºîí, ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
ÕßÖáiß ²Ká µâæ¿ ÈNáæ¿ ÎáXÉßW ¥ÕÄøßMßºî 
¦çaÞ ÕGAáÝß ¥ºîçÈÞæ¿ÞM¢ ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ÈßKí 
ÕK ç¼ÞÌß, ÈLßAø ¥ºîzÞæøÏá¢, dÉÞjÈçÏÞ¿áµâ¿ß 
ÈçNÞæ¿ÞM¢ ¦ÏßøßAáK ÇVNÞøÞÎßæÜ ®ÜïÞÕæøÏá¢ 
ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ³VAáKá,
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Õ¿çAJÜ ËÞÎßÜß ®ÜïÞÕøá¢ ÄæK §KæJ 
µVNBZ ³YèÜÈßW ÉæC¿áAáKáæICßW çÉÞÜá¢ 
§KæJ ÉÖíºÞJÜJßW Õ{æø ºáøáA¢ çÉVAí ÎÞdÄçÎ 
§Õßæ¿ ®JßçºøáÕÞX ØÞÇßºîßGáUâ. ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
ØçÙÞÆøçÈÏá¢, µá¿á¢ÌÞ·Bæ{Ïá¢ ¨ÏÕØøJßW 
ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ³VAáKá. ¦µíçxÞ Äæa dÉØ¢·JßW 
ÉùEÄáçÉÞæÜ ÕßÈàÄºîX ®Ká¢ ³VAáK øIí 

çÉøáµ{ÞÃí ç¼ÞØá¢, çÎÞ{ßÏá¢. ²øßAÜá¢ ÎùAÞX 
ÉxÞJ ØíçÈÙÌt¢: ÕßÈàÄºîÈíçÕIß ÈßBZ 
æºÏíÄ ØíçÈÙæJ ¾BZ ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ³VAáKá. 
ÕßÈàÄºîX ØbVPJßW ÈßKíæµÞIí ÈÎáæAÞæA çÕIß 
dÉÞVjßAæG. 

§KæJ ÖádÖâ×ÏßW ÉæC¿áAáÕÞX ®JßÏ 
®ÜïÞ ¥ºîzÞæøÏá¢, ØßØíçxÝíØßæÈÏá¢, dÌçÆÝíØßæÈÏá¢, 
³YèÜÈßW µâ¿ß §KæJ µVNJßÈá ØÞfßµ{ÞµáK 
®ÜïÞÕçøÏá¢ ²Jßøß ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ³VAáKá. §KæJ 
ÈNáæ¿ µVNBZ ³YèÜX ÕÝßÏÞÏßGí ®ÜïÞÕøßçÜAá¢ 
®JßAáÕÞX ÉøßdÖÎßºîáæµÞIßøßAáK æ¿µíÈà×cXØß 
æÈÏá¢ ¯xÕá¢ ØíçÈÙçJÞæ¿ ³VAáµÏÞÃí. 

86 ÕV×¢Õæø ̈  çÜÞµJßW ¼àÕßºîí ØÈcÞØ¼àÕßÄ 
Jßæa ©KÄ ÎâÜcB{ÞÏ dÉÞVjÈÏá¢, ¯µÞLÄÏá¢ 
ÈßÖÌíÆÄÏá¢ ²æA ØçLÞ×çJÞæ¿Ïá¢ ÕßÖbØíÄÄçÏÞ 
æ¿Ïá¢ ¼àÕßºî ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîÞ, ²Jßøß Èwß. ÆßÕcµÞøáÃc 
ØKßÇßÏßW ÜÏßºîßøáK ¥BÏáæ¿ Îá¶¢ ÉøßÖái 
¥NçÏÞ¿á¢ Õß. æµÞºîáçdÄØcçÏÞ¿á¢ ¥çBAí ©U 
ÄÞÜíÉøcÕá¢ ÕÞÄíØÜcÕá¢ ¾BZAí ®Ká¢ dÉçºÞÆÈ 
ÎÞÃí, ÎÞÄãµÏÞÃí. ÕßÈàÄºîX Äæa ÎáùßÏßW Øâfßºîß 
øáK ²øá æµÞºîá É¿ÎáIí. øµñØÞfßµ{ÞÏß Îøßºî 7 
®Ëí.®¢.®¢. ØßØíçxÝíØßæa æºùßÏ çËÞçGÞ. ¥ºîX 
®Ká¢ ¥ÕçøÞ¿í dÉÞVjßAáÎÞÏßøáKá, ®ÈßAá¢ ÈÜïÎøÃ¢ 
ÄøÃçÎæÏKí. §Kí ØbVPJßW ÄÈßAí ¯xÕá¢ 
§×í¿æMG ÕßÖái ¦vÞAZæAÞM¢ ÏçÅ×í¿¢ ¦Ïßøß 
AáK ÕßÈàÄºîÞ, ¾BZAá¢ çÕIß dÉÞVjßAÃçÎ. 
å
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It was on 30 May 2021 that Father Francis Vineeth 
left us for his eternal reward; although in his old 
age he had faced a few health hazards, it was due 

to Covid-19 that he finally left us and, hence, our plans 
for a fitting farewell to him was not possible in these 
pandemic times.

Yet, we planned for the best that we could. Hence, 
considering the best option in the given conditions, 
we decided to go for cremation and, then, to conduct 
a normal burial ceremony, observing the Covid-19 
protocol, at Bharathamatha Ashram, Palakkad.

Accordingly, yesterday, 31 May 2021, Fr. Vineeth’s 
body was cremated at Kuriachira, and the ashes were 

Saju Chackalackal CMI
Thanks Be to God: 

Adieu to Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI  
(A Post-Funeral Note, Province: 1 June 2021)

taken, first, to Preshitharam, Mannuthy, where he 
lived for the last three years. Fr. Joy Kolengadan, Fr. 
Prathap, and Fr. Jenson, together with Bro. Arjun and 
Bro. Shijo, made excellent arrangements for a fitting 
farewell from the house. It was here at Preshitharam, 
Fr. Vineeth received excellent care during his old age 
and the final phase of his life, especially when he was 
struggling with a number of illness. While we must 
thank the entire community under the leadership of Fr. 
Joy Kolengadan for the care and concern with which 
Fr. Vineeth was taken care, I must specially mention Fr. 
Prathap for his very filial love and concern that made 
the life of Fr. Vineeth more comfortable and enjoyable; 
indeed, Fr. Prathap has a special art of caring the 
seniors and the entire Preshitha Province is grateful to 
him for the same.

During the three hours we kept the remains of 
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Fr. Vineeth at Preshitharam, we conducted the first 
part of the funeral rites at 3:15 pm. It was followed by 
the visit of his family members, CMI confreres, and 
a few of his acquaintances. His Grace Mar Andrews 
Thazhath and His Excellency 
Mar Tony Neelankavil, from 
the Archeparchy of Thrissur, 
joined us in praying for Fr. 
Vineeth; Fr. Davis Panakkal 
CMI, Provincial of Devamatha 
Province, Thrissur, also joined 
us with a few other Fathers from 
various communities. Fathers 
from Sagar Bhavan, Thrissur, 
also joined us. There were also 
a few of Fr. Vineeth’s relatives 
who had joined us at Preshitharam. By 6 pm, we made 
the final prayers at Preshitharam and the ashes were 
taken to Bharathamatha, Palakkad, by 6:30 pm.

It was by 8 pm on 31 May, that the vehicle 
carrying the ashes reached Bharathamatha Ashram, 
Palakkad. In fact, Fr. Francis Vineeth was ascribed to 
this community, although for the purpose of treatment 
he was living at Preshitharam. Immediately, along 

with Fr. Rupert Panikulam, Prior, and the community, 
we prayed the simple form of the Office for the Dead.

Then, it was in the morning of 1 June 2021 that 
the remains of Fr. Francis 
Vineeth were kept at the prayer 
hall of Bharathamatha Higher 
Secondary School, and many of 
our members joined in prayer, of 
course, observing the Covid-19 
protocol.

By 2 pm, we began the 
second part of the funeral rite, 
which was presided over by Fr. 
Davis Panakkal, Provincial of 
Devamatha Province, Thrissur. 

It was followed by the Requiem Holy Mass, which was 
officiated by Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General 
of the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI); the 
concelebrants were Fr. Saju Chackalackal (Provincial 
of Preshitha), Fr. Davis Panakkal (Provincial of 
Devamatha), Fr. Johnson Valiyakulathil (Vicar 
Provincial of Preshitha), and Fr. Rupert Panikulam 
(Prior of Bharathamatha). Fr. Saju Chackalackal, 
Provincial of Preshitha Province, welcomed the main 
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celebrant and concelebrants along the congregation 
that had gathered at Bharathamatha to say adieu 
to Fr. Vineeth. Fr. Josey spoke about Fr. Vineeth 
and his valuable contributions at the opening of the 
Holy Mass. It was Fr. Anto Vattakuzhy, a long-time 
companion of Fr. Vineeth at 
Vidyavanam Ashram, Bengaluru, 
who had preached the funeral 
homily. Fr. Anto recalled the years 
he spent with him, thanked the 
great learning that he had made 
under his guidance, especially in 
being initiated into the Ashram life 
and Indian-Christian ethos. The 
simplicity, truthfulness, integrity, 
great mystical leanings, etc., 
were the highlights of Fr. Anto’s 
excellent homily.

His Excellency Mar Jacob Manathodath, Bishop 
of Palakkad, presided over the fourth part of the 
funeral ceremony. At the start, he spoke about his 
personal acquaintance with Fr. Vineeth and recalled 
the spiritual convictions that Fr. Vineeth had acquired 
and for which he stood firm all through his life. 

He acknowledged the long years of Fr. Vineeth’s 
involvement in priestly formation at Dharmaram 
College and the establishment of Vidyavanam Ashram 
and the way of life he had introduced at this Indian-
Christian Ashram. 

The simple but serene and 
elegant funeral ceremony during 
the pandemic times was the best we 
could offer Fr. Francis Vineeth on 
the last lap of his earthly presence. 
I thank Fr. Paul Thekkiniyath, 
the master of ceremonies, for 
efficiently organizing the whole 
event and the community of 
Bharathamatha, especially 
Fathers Anil Thalakottur, Philips 
Panackal, Lintesh Vellappadi, 

and Jaison Velukkaran, for conducting an excellent 
choir, and facilitating the smooth conduct of the entire 
programme.

The spiritual legacy of Fr. Vineeth will certainly 
stay in good stead in the coming years; the lasting 
imprints that Fr. Vineeth has left among thousands 
of his students and followers will certainly make an 
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impact in the world. His innumerable writings, some 
of which have not yet been published, will proclaim 
the great genius that he was, especially from the point 
of view of Indian-Christian synthesis. Vidyavanam 
Ashram and the Ashram way of life that he had loved 
and perpetuated continue to give us an alternative 
way of living Christian faith in India in a more rooted 
manner. Some of the art works at the Ashram that he 
had conceived (and transferred into art works by Fr. 
Joy Elamkunnapuzha CMI) will proclaim not only his 
artistic genius but also his unique blend of Christian 
and Indian traditions and the personal synthesis of his 
Christian faith and convictions; indeed, his effort was 

successful in incarnating Christ in India and within 
Indian Christianity.

May the enlightened thinking and way of life 
that Fr. Francis Vineeth has left behind him continue 
to inspire us; may his child-like faith in Jesus Christ 
and his filial devotion to Our Lady instil in us the 
Christian hope; may his genuineness in convictions 
and truthfulness in all his dealings invite us to be 
better human beings; may his simplicity and straight-
forwardness make us more authentic in our dealings 
with our fellow brethren; may his quest for humane 
integration and Christian synthesis enable us to lay the 
foundations for a better world for all of us...

Personally, I am indeed sure that Fr. Francis 
Vineeth is enjoying the eternal bliss with the heavenly 
Father. A genuine seeker and seer (Sadhaka and Rsi), 
Fr. Vineeth, who taught and practised most of his 
life an unquenchable thirst for communion with the 
Divine, in the form of Saccidananda, who was called to 
his eternal reward on the feast of Holy Trinity, I firmly 
believe, has already been taken to the presence of that 
immeasurable and unfathomable Reality that God is in 
the persons of Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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Being a dear son of Mother 
Mary, Fr. Francis Vineeth 
Vadakethala CMI had a 

blessed life on this earth and all generations will ever 
call him blessed!

Fr. Francis Vineeth has left a great legacy in 
the CMI family as a man of deep contemplative 
prayer and exemplary religious life and a person 
who has integrated the best of Indian and Christian 
spiritualities. As a member of Dharmaram family for 
more than 30 long years, as teacher, spiritual director, 
Dean, and President, he has inspired generations of 
CMIs and has touched their lives with his spiritual 
insights and philsophical reflections. 

Fr. Vineeth lives in the hearts of his students as an 
exemplary teacher who motivated them to be original 

Paul Achandy CMI, rector, Dharmaram College, Bengaluru

and creative and to have an integrated outlook on life. 
His classes were very inspiring and had always a touch 
of reality and a taste of mysticism. He could connect 
from the East and the West and integrate the secular 
and sacred, reason and faith, to have a holistic vision. 
Being a person with double doctorate in Theology and 
Philosophy, he was recognized as a rare genius among 
CMI members, and his thought-provoking books and 
very revolutionary articles and seminar papers have 
created a mometum in the Church in India.

His book, Call to Integration, has been very unique 
and it had an experiential and personal meditiative 
touch on religious life. He found joy in conversing 
with the Lord and radiated the joy of the Lord in the 
community. His experience of the Divine was expressed 
in poems, bhajans, hymns, and inspiring meditations. 
Originality has been his hallmark and it was evident 
in his whole life – prayer, relationship, conversation, 
gestures, and all what he did. There is no substitute for 
Fr. Vineeth except Fr. Vineeth. 

“All generations shall call me 
blessed” (Luke 1:48)
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He was so much fond of ashram life in India and, 
in 1970s, experimented an ashram life on Dharmaram 
campus. Vidyavanam Ashram has been a natural 
progression of his long cherished vision and dream of 
ashram life. Seekers of truth and wisdom came from 
all over the world to meet with this rare Guru and 
Acharya, and Vidyavanam within a short span of time 
turned out to be the most sought after place for retreat, 

spiriutal guidance, meditation, and contemplation. 
While being at the zentih of knowledge and wisdom, 
he was so much available and approachable to the 
least of the brethren and he was indeed a perosn of 
compassion and love. He will be ever revered as a rare 
CMI with his contemplative spirit, missionary heart, 
and immaculate living.

ÎÙÞÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX
ØáÄÞøcÄ, ØÄcØtÄ, Ø¢ÜÍcÄ, Øø{Ä, ØÎd·Ä 

Äá¿BßÏÕæÏÞæAÏÞÃÞÎÙÄbJßæa ÜfÃBæ{CßW,  
ÕßÈàÄºîX ®LáæµÞIá¢ ²øá ÎÙÞÈÞÃí.

Paul Pottackal CMI
Thrissur
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Expected though, it was due 
to his fast-deteriorating 
health condition, the 

demise of beloved Vineethachan 
made us all deeply sad. Most 
of us experience a sudden 

disappearance of a pleasing and supporting presence 
of a genuine and generous friend who walked with 
us always as an accompanying companion and a true 
confrere. Father Vineeth was an exemplary Religious 
Priest who lived his religious consecration faithfully 
and joyfully. He was simple in lifestyle, humble in 
heart, gentle in nature, and always warm and positive 
in his attitudes.

We worked together for about four decades, did 
our post-doctoral studies at Oxford for four years, 
staying in the same college, collaborated actively in 
initiating several creative projects at DVK, Bengaluru, 
and elsewhere. He contributed substantially towards 

Thomas Aykara CMI, Former Prior General
An Accompanying Companion and a True Confrere

the growth of Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram as its 
professor for many years, as its President, Dean of 
the Faculty of Philosophy, etc. During the years of 
our research studies, we had plenty of occasions 
to share our research experiences in our respective 
areas, mostly in the field of comparative religion and 
integration in an interdisciplinary context, always 
having Dharmaram and Indian Church as our main 
focus. He was an excellent scholar who did think out 
his thoughts, kept on integrating Indian and Western 
traditions. Integration was the central thread of his 
creative thinking. He was an original philosopher, 
who sincerely tried to discover the Divine at the heart 
of being. He was a progressive theologian, who not 
only found, but so to say, experienced the Divine in his 
lived-world (Lebenswelt) and a true mystic in his basic 
vision. He was courageous to take up prophetic and 
innovative steps in ashram life on Dharmaram Campus 
in 1979. Deeply spiritual and naturally philosophical 
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in his thinking-patterns, as he was, Father Vineeth 
was incessantly in search of a real ashram style of 
life. His Vidyavanam Ashram in 
Bannerghatta, Bengaluru, is the 
realization of his fond dream, a 
living monument to his spiritual 
search and mystical vision. 
Vidyavanam, I would say, is 
the very embodiment of Father 
Vineeth, his dream with a true 
vision. 

Father Vineeth was an 
excellent teacher, appreciated, 
respected, and, above all, loved by his students. He was 
a genuine Guru, who tried his best to dispel the darkness 
in his disciples, the true role of every Guru. He tried to 
dispel the darkness in the minds of his disciples, the 
deviations in their world vision and value systems. He 
was a Guru not only by his effective teaching but more 
by his witnessing and appreciative presence. Deep 
knowledge in Heidegger’s existential philosophy, 
wide reading in Indian theology and spirituality 
helped his students become more open and pluralistic 
in their theological and spiritual pursuits. He was a 

much sought-after spiritual guide, to many, especially 
to the consecrated men and women. He encouraged 

enthusiastically every spiritual 
initiative of individuals and 
communities. I recall vividly 
an experience of mine as we 
started chalking out plans 
for our quarterly recollection 
programmes while we were 
in the UK during our research 
studies. We were four CMIs 
then (1970-1974) studying in the 
UK. Father Moses Kallarackal 
at Leicester University, Father 

Thomas Mampra at Cambridge University, and Father 
Francis Vineeth and myself at Oxford University. As 
we started thinking about this new venture, Father 
Vineeth was so taken up by the new initiative and we 
had it in three different places where we studied. I do 
cherish the great interest he took in getting our new 
programme effectively executed.

His first doctoral dissertation on Martin 
Heidegger’s Existentialism under the direction of 
Professor J. B. Lotz SJ at Gregorian University, Rome, 
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his second doctoral dissertation on Paul Tillich and 
Ramanuja, a comparative study, under the guidance 
of world-renowned theologian John Macquarrie 
at Oxford University helped him immensely to 
become a true scholar of depth in philosophy and 
theology. His long research in Indian scriptures, his 
expertise in Sanskrit and Indian traditions made him 
so attached to Indian culture and Indian genius. His 
love for Indian traditions and wide reading in Indian 
scriptures did help him to make serious contributions 
towards helping the formation of an Indian liturgy 
and Indian way of theologizing. Hence, he could make 
original contributions in the field of Indian spirituality, 
especially in the context of liturgy, religious life, and 
priestly formation. At the very heart of Father Vineeth 
there was a stimulating spark of the Spirit that enabled 
him to be a shining light and a guiding lamp to 
many of his disciples, confreres, and friends on their 
pilgrimage. This spirituality of Father Vineeth was 
original, authentic, attractive, and edifying: deep and 
simple at the same time. 

He was a well appreciated author who wrote 
mainly in the field of spirituality, Indian theology, and 
religious life. The real source of strength and depth 

in the thought and daily life was his simple but deep 
spiritual life. His incessant insistence on meditation 
and yoga, his focus on the Word of God, the importance 
of silence, his concentration on Eucharistic adoration, 
etc., contributed substantially towards the building up 
of his simple but solid spirituality. His love for Mary 
our Mother was really filial and ever abiding. He 
enjoyed sharing with us the short poems that he used 
to write on Mother Mary. 

Father Vineeth was a precious gift to all of 
us. His life of simplicity and humility is profound, 
his attractive spirituality of simplicity, gentle and 
generous approach of interacting with others, his 
warm and welcoming attitudes, etc., made him a 
unique CMI whom all respected and loved lavishly. 
This sad demise of our beloved Father Vineeth is only 
a temporary disappearance in the inevitable context 
of time and space, the unavoidable fate of finitude. 
He will certainly continue to stay in our hearts and in 
our prayers, transcending the finite, enjoying the ever-
abiding peace and the never-ending joy of the Risen 
Lord. He will remain always as a helping friend and a 
guiding mediator in our journey ahead until we meet 
again in our everlasting abode of praise and everlasting joy.
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“Humble yourselves before the 
Lord, and he will exalt you” (James 
4:10).

The above verse fits well 
to Father Vineeth as he 
constantly practised self-

effacement in every walk of his 
life and, thus, he was ‘vineethan’, 
a man endowed with humility. 
His lifestyle asserted that he 
was always unassuming and 

modest in his life and approach. Though he garbed 
in very modest clothing, he maintained elegance and 
neatness. His ashram lifestyle, with its simple food 
and living, made him healthy and he was totally 
content as it was his preference for such a simple way 
of life. Being a great Acharya, with two doctorates to 
his credit both in philosophy and in theology, he was 
able to draw and inspire his sishyas with his divine 

Johnson Valiyakulathil CMI, Vicar Provincial
A Man of Knowledge and Unique Wisdom

intuition and exhortations. He never used any jargons 
in his talks rather they were in simple and ordinary 
language that anyone could comprehend easily. His 
guided meditations on themes such as Morningstar, 
Sat Guru, and Panchabhootha were remarkable and 
the participants were taken to the spiritual realm 
experiencing the divine knowledge. He authored many 
books on prayer, meditation, and Blessed Virgin Mary 
from his deep spiritual insights; but he preferred his 
prayer to be too simple, like gazing and looking long 
hours with a smiling face on the crucifix, tabernacle, 
and the portrait of Blessed Mother, and that sight 
was inspiring and divine for the onlookers. He had a 
special affiliation and devotion to Mother Mary and 
Saint Theresa of Lisieux. He always kept a small photo 
of the seven Franciscan missionary sisters, who were 
martyred in China, and cherished special devotion 
and love for them. Father Vineeth, a man of knowledge 
and unique wisdom, found his real joy and happiness 
in sharing the wisdom he gained to everyone.
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Antony Ferror Vadakkumcherry CMI
rajagiri, Kalamassery

In a nutshell, Father Vineeth, with whom I lived 
for three years, was endowed with the following 
qualities as the letters of his name stand for: 
V = Virtuous, voracious, and visionary
I = Idyllic, industrious, and illustrious 
N= Natural, noble, and numinous 

E = Enigmatic, enlightened, and esthetical

E = Elated, enthusiastic, and esteemed

T = Tempean, tranquil, and transcendent

H = Harmonious, humble, and heralded

Oh, great and venerable soul, intercede for us!

Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏßW ÈÕØÈcÞØµÞÜ¢ ÎáÄW ®æa ÌÞºîáµÞøÈÞÏßøáKá 
ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîX. ¾B{áæ¿ ÌÞºîßæÜ ÌFÎßX. ¥çK ÉÀÈJßÜá¢ 
ÌáißÖµíÄßÏßÜá¢ ÎßµÕáµÞGßÏßøáKá. ÌÞºîßW ®çMÞÝá¢ ̄ xÕá¢ µâ¿áÄW 
ÎÞVAí ÕÞBßÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. ©UÄá ÉùÏÞÈá¢, ¥Äá ØçCÞº¢ µâ¿ÞæÄ 
ÉùÏÞÈá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ èÇøc¢ µÞGßÏßøáKá. ÉGçÎxÏá¿æÈ èÕÆßµVAá 
çÕIß ²çKÞ øçIÞ ÇcÞÈ¢ È¿JßÏßøáKáæÕKÞÃí ®æa ³VN. ÉßKà¿í 
©ÉøßÉÀÈçÖ×¢ µâ¿áÄÜá¢ ÍÞøÄàÏ øàÄßÏßÜáU ÇcÞÈèÖÜßµ{ÞÃí ¥çgÙ¢ 
Äá¿VKÄí. ÉßKà¿í ÉÜÏß¿Já¢ Õºîí µÞÃáµÏá¢, ©UáÄáùKá Ø¢ØÞøßAá 
µÏá¢, ©ùæA ºßøßAáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄçÄÞVAáKá. ÎáçO µ¿Ká çÉÞÏ §{Ï 
ØçÙÞÆøèÕÆßµÈí ®æa dÉÃÞÎ¢! dÉÞVjÈµZ!
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In his book, Discovery of 
Being, Fr. Vineeth has set 
out to unveil the Mystery 

of Being, temporalized 
and spatialized in beings, 
bemoaning, in ‘ex-is-tential’ fear 
and anxiety, their worldly fate to 
be doomed to the void of death. 
It being his doctoral thesis on 
the ‘Fundamentalontologie’ 
of Martin Heidegger, and, 

therefore, unlikely to be the direct intent of the author, 
though, we in India may, by reading between the lines, 
decipher in the afore-said work a good number of latent 
clues for evolving a corrective, clear and compelling, 
of Heidegger’s well-known negative stance towards 
Indian Philosophy and Oriental Mysticism (see 
Heidegger, An Introduction to Metaphysics).

Equally conversant with and competent in Western 
and Eastern philosophical traditions, Fr. Vineeth’s 

Cyriac Kanichai CMI, Carmel, Chalakudy

Master and Mentor, Thinker and Tirthamkara

remarkable insight and ability in interpreting the 
intricate German coinages of Heidegger by plausibly 
juxtaposing them with the classic concepts of Indian 
philosophy will undoubtedly stand us in good stead 
in this regard.

The overall tenor of Fr. Vineeth’s critical and 
constructive response to Heidegger’s metaphysical 
conception vis-à-vis our Indian perception in regard 
to the dialectically intertwined relationship (samavaya) 
between the temporal and the eternal could be arguably 
articulated as follows: The world of beings, un-REAL 
yet objective (maya), are in an unbroken process 
(pralaya) of “flying over” (ueberfliegen) to what is 
REAL and Trans-objective (Das Uebergegenstaendliche), 
making themselves thereby a pointer and portal to the 
PLENUM (purnam), to the tajjalan (Origin-Middle-
End); to the TRUTH of all that is true (satyasya Satyam), 
to the Being of all that are in being (Das Sein der (S)sei-
enden) as their Existence-bound, Existence-directed, 
Existence-oriented Ground and Goal.
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Thomas Mampra CMI,  CMI Novitiate, Punalur
Gem of a Person

One may safely aver that 
such is the very nucleus of 
Fr. Vineeth’s philosophico-
mystical vision of Reality 
which he went on explaining 
and elaborating in his further 

writings, in many a case pointing to Christ as the 
Pleroma/Consummation of the resurgent phases of 
srsti-sthiti-laya of the cosmic reality.

Fr. Vineeth had distinguished himself all through 
his academic life as an outstanding scholar, researcher, 
writer, teacher and preacher especially in the field 
of Indian Christian Theology and Spirituality. His 

contribution to the formation of Bharatiya Puja as 
well as his great services to the DVK as the President 
and Professor of Philosophy therein will be long 
remembered. To crown it all, he has ever been very 
dear and near to all he came in contact with, especially 
the CMIs.

Kudos to Fr. Vineeth, the Doctor Mysticus of the 
CMI! You have created a niche for yourself in our 
hearts as an outshining Pater et Magister of the Art 
and Science of Indo-Christian Geist! You are indeed a 
revered Guru not only of the Ashram you founded in 
Bangalore but also an erudite and exalted Acharya for 
all of us to learn from and follow!

While Fr. Francis Vineeth was doing theology at Dharmaram College, I was doing 
philosophy there. I doubt if I had ever spoken to him then; after our doctorate in Louvain when 
Fr. Thomas Aykara and myself went to England, we met him at Campion Hall. Fr. Aykara and 
he did their Doctorate there at Oxford University and myself at Cambridge. During those years 
we had met several times for discussion or for monthly recollections. I used to like his ideas on 
Indian Philosophy and Christian Theology and a possible integration of both on several points. 
Then, we had lived at Dharmaram during the initial stage of Vidyavanam in Bangalore. I used 
to visit him there and appreciate his new initiative and ideas. Two years ago, I also visited him 
at Mannuthy. Gem of a person Fr. Vineeth: now, he will be praying for us in heaven. Adieu!
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When Father Saju 
Chackalackal asked 
me to write a few 

words in memory of Father 
Francis Vineeth, I did not hesitate 
a single moment. His memory 
is a precious treasure for me 
and a source of inspiration. I 
considered it an honour to work 
with Francis during many years 
in the International Academic 

Advisory Board (IAAB) of the Institute of Spirituality 
Asia (ISA) in Manila (Philippines). We all enjoyed his 
spiritual insights, particularly his mystical insights 
from the Indian perspective. 

But Francis was not only an empathic colleague, 
a trustful companion, and a great scholar in the field 
of spirituality and mysticism, but, during the years, he 
also became a friend and, above all, a Carmelite fellow-
student. I learned a lot from Francis and I would like to 
share with you four spiritual insights. 

Kees Waaijman OCarm, Nijmegen, Netherlands  
In Memory of Father Francis Vineeth CMI

Firstly, I appreciate very much his starting point: 
God is not simply an object of our knowledge; He is 
the subject of our being. He is our innermost Self. We 
are called to become aware of His presence. This is the 
source of our real God-knowledge. 

Secondly, spirituality and mysticism are Self-
realization. Knowing Him is realizing Him from 
within. Spiritual knowledge is realisational. This is the 
essence of Francis’ ashram-ideal: a combination of search 
and research in the experiential knowledge of God. 

Thirdly, within Christian spirituality these two 
basics are essential. Christians are called to become 
another Christ; Christ is not an object, but he gives 
himself as the subject of knowledge. This Christ-
knowledge is realized when we embody him in our 
life from within. 

Fourthly, for Francis, the lead and the legacy of 
the Carmel are essential in the interreligious dialogue 
between Christian and Hindu spirituality: Carmel is 
realisational knowledge of God. Many times, Francis 
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I met Fr. Vineeth for the first time when I was doing my philosophical studies at 
Dharmaram College, Bengaluru. I was amazed by his simplicity and sincerity in the 
classroom and his loving approach towards students. He taught us Metaphysics and, 

while he was teaching philosophy, he communicated concepts and ideas very clearly 
to his students. I remember an encouraging gesture I received from Fr. Vineeth when I 
was participating his seminar on Bhagavat Gita. He assigned the subjects for seminar 
presentation for each student. When I presented my seminar paper, I was a little bit frustrated 
about my presentation but he congratulated me and, at the same time, he corrected the 
way of my presentation. As a good teacher, he supported me; he corrected certain things 
in my presentation for improving my academic pursuit. I loved this approach very much 
in my younger age. Although after my philosophical studies I had many opportunities to 

meet him and talk with him, what I remember most is his approach towards me during the seminar presentation. 
When I was participating in the funeral ceremony of Fr. Vineeth, I remembered the seminar room experience 
and I prayed for the departed noble soul. I always cherish his calm, serene, and pleasant approach to each and 
every person in our Congregation.  May the angels and saints carry this beautiful soul to the heavenly abode!

Davis Panakkal CMI   Provincial, Devamatha

referred to Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross as the 
spiritual masters in the field of inter-spiritual dialogue. 
Within the same context, he pointed, time and again, 
at the Carmelite core values, like silence, and the 
agonizing experiences of the dark night.

Grateful for his insights, his friendship, and his 
Carmelite companionship, I pray that Francis may rest 
in the great Self of our Lord. I feel deeply connected 
with him and all the Carmelite brothers and sisters 
in India. Please, pray for me and the whole Carmel 
around the world. 
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Some years back a Festschrift 
was published to honour 
Prof. Dr. Francis Vineeth 

Vadakethala CMI. I presume 
that it happened on the occasion 
of the golden jubilee of his 
ordination to priesthood. I 
have contributed an article 
entitled “Sannyāsa: Concept 
and Dynamics of the Life of 
Renunciation in Hinduism” to 

this special volume. In it, I tried to depict Father Vineeth 
as a genuine sannyasin, who tried to harmoniously 
combine in his life and in his worldview the Oriental 
Christian, Carmelite, and Indian ideals of sannyasa, the 
triple root of the CMI charism and spirituality.

Father Vineeth did his doctoral studies in the 
European universities, and came back to Dharmaram 
in 1966. I was doing at that time the third year of my 

philosophy course. The young professor Vineeth 
taught us Metaphysics. Being his first teaching 
assignment, the inexperienced vadhyar started his 
lecture with perceptible tension and apprehensive 
trepidation. I remember him repeatedly saying “Being, 
Being…” I did not understand what this ‘Being’ is! I 
am not much wiser in this issue even today! He tried 
to combine Western concept of Metaphysics with 
Indian deliberations on the vital concept ‘Sat’. The 
key concept of Sat is expressed in the two following 
Upaniasadic sentences: sad-eva saumya idam agra asit/ 
eka eva advitiyam/ “O my dear, only Sat existed in the 
beginning, one without a second,” and ekam sat viprah 
bahudha vadanti, “Sat is only one, the learned people 
express it differently.” Towards the end of the course, 
he invited us to ask questions, or seek clarifications on 
any issue of the course. In those days, seminarians were 
very timid, docile, and diffident to stand up and ask 
doubts. If at all one dared to do that, it was considered 

Augustine Thottakara CMI, Kochi

My reminiscences about revered Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI
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as an act of plucky heroism and great gallantry. I stood 
up and asked a very naïve and obvious question: 
“What is this being?” and sat down triumphant as if 
I had accomplished an exceptional feat. The young 
professor was shocked, stunned, and consternated, and 
replied in a pathetic voice: “My dear brother, in the last 
forty hours, I was trying to do 
precisely that; and now you are 
asking this; I am humiliated.” 
Today seminarians are much 
more confident, enlightened, 
and courageous, and have 
good command of language. 
They show no qualms to 
question the professors, and, 
if necessary, to confront them 
amicably. 

In the years 1971-1973, 
1980-1984, 1997-2005, 2008-2011, and 2014-2017, I 
served as teacher at Dharmaram and was a colleague 
and co-worker of Father Vineeth. My dealings with 
him and other senior professors was marked with 
utmost deference and admiration. Father Vineeth was 
Professor at Dharmaram from 1966 to 1993.

1. Kranta-Darsi: Kavih kranta-darsi, goes the saying, 
meaning, a poet is the one who sees details beyond 
and behind the objects of experiences, which are 
conditioned by space, time, and material dimensions. 
The minds of the poets and sages (rsis) enter behind 
the presented objects and capture extra details, 

intense sentiments, and new 
meanings. While sages 
become transcendental seers 
through the sublimation of the 
spirit and by yogic powers, the 
poets become supernormal 
visionaries through the power 
of imagination and intuition 
(pratibha). Father Vineeth, 
through his kranta-darsitvam, 
could find new meanings 
and new applications for 

philosophical concepts and themes. 
Father Vineeth possessed the mind of a poet. He 

composed hymns (verses) in Sanskrit, and twice 
or thrice he had approached me to correct the text. 
Just a few weeks back somebody brought to me an 
incomplete verse in Sanskrit jotted down by Father 
Vineeth for correction and completion. 
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2. Satyam, Sivam, Sundaram: Truth, Auspiciousness, 
and Beauty. Being innately a poet, Father Vineeth was 
an admirer of beauty. Inherently and obstinately, he 
was an optimist and possessed a positive attitude and 
approach to events, things, and persons. “Beauty is 
not in the face; beauty is a light in the heart” (Khalil 
Gibran). Father Vineeth knew to enjoy beauty with his 
senses and with his mind and heart. As an eminent 
scholar said, “Your outer beauty will capture the eyes, 
your inner beauty will capture the heart.” 

3. Puja-mulam guror padam: “This Atman can never be 
comprehended if taught by an inferior person. Unless 
it is taught by a competent person (Guru), there is 
no way to find it” (Kaţha Up. II.8). “The knowledge 
directly learnt from one’s own Guru becomes most 
beneficial” (Chāndogya Up. IV.9.3). In fact, when we 
bring the person of Father Vineeth to our mind, 
the first thing that crosses our mind is the figure 
of a suave and refined Guru, who exudes serenity, 
tranquillity, and equanimity. I have attended two or 
three meditation sessions offered by Father Vineeth. 
The scene evoked in the imagination the picture of the 
rsis of ancient times, who imparted knowledge and 
wisdom of the soul-culture to genuine seekers. Indian 
spiritual tradition, especially as it is demonstrated in 

the Upanisadic body of literature, is very emphatic 
and clear on the need of the help of a Guru in the 
pilgrimage of the spiritual seeker to perfection and 
liberation. Muņdaka Up. I.2.12-13 speaks about three 
qualities or characteristics of a Guru. Vidvan: he should 
be a learned person; Srotriya: he should be a person of 
deep knowledge of the scriptures (sruti); and Brahma-
nistha: he should be a person already established in 
Brahman. It is evident that Father Vineeth, who had 
radically and uncompromisingly committed himself 
to consecrated life in the CMI Congregation, possessed 
all these ingredients of a Guru and priest.

Puja-mulam guror padam dhyana-mulam guror murti /
Mantra-mulam guror vakyam moksa-mulam guror 
krpa//

4. Sthita-prajna: Established in Wisdom: Gita II.54-72 
explain the salient features of a spiritual aspirant who 
has acquired the discriminative knowledge and is 
firmly established in it, sthita-prajña. A sthita-prajña is 
one who has total control over his mind, senses, body, 
and passions; who has totally and efficiently detached 
himself/herself from worldly propensities, desires, and 
objects; who has conquered completely the evil enemies 
of spirituality like lust, anger, avarice, infatuation, pride, 
and jealousy (kama-krodha-lobha-moha-mata-matsarya); 
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who has acquired abiding equanimity and equipoise, 
inner peace and bliss; who remains indifferent in joys 
and sorrows, and sees everything and every person in 
the same way; who is always firmly anchored in the 
Divine. These characteristics, with some exceptions, I 
believe, are applicable to the eminent sannyasin Father 
Francis Vineeth. A few verses from 
the Gita would clarify this statement:

O Arjuna, when one abandons 
all the desires of the heart and 
is satisfied in the Self by the 
Self, then he is said to be one 
established in wisdom. 
He whose mind is not perturbed 
by adversity, who does not crave 
for happiness, who is free from 
attachment, fear and anger, he is called a sage of 
constant wisdom. 
He who is unattached everywhere, who is not 
delighted at receiving good nor is dejected by 
adversities, his wisdom is well established. 
He who can withdraw his senses from sense-objects 
like a tortoise withdraws its limbs, his wisdom is 
firmly established… (II.55-58). 

This is the ideal state of a spiritually mature person 

who treads the path of spirituality. Employing spiritual 
sadhanas like the four means advocated by Sankara, he/
she has purified himself/herself and prepared himself/
herself, and is now well on the way to perfection.

5. Harmonious Blending of Karma, Jnana, and Bhakti: 
Not only Father Vineeth, all Catholic priests, by the 

very nature of their call, duty, and 
ministry, should necessarily have 
these three ingredients: (i) A life of 
action and performance of duty, (ii) 
Knowledge and wisdom about the 
holy scriptures, tenets of Christian 
faith, knowledge of the natural laws 
and precepts of God, etc., and (iii) 
unalloyed devotion to and love of 
God. 

I bow down my head with humility and defference, 
and salute with utmost reverence, gratitude, and 
admiration Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala, 
a great stalwart and a precious jewel of the CMI 
Congregation! I feel fortunate and privileged to have 
personally known this great soul (majatman).
Jay Yesu! Lokah samastah sukhino bhavantu/ subham astu/
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I had arrived in Bangalore 
straight from Cambridge 
University, in 1975, and for 

some reason the staff at the 
United Theological College 
(UTC), Bangalore, where I was 
to live for the next two years, 
sent me to Dharmaram for my 
research to be supervised by a 
Father Vadakethala, as he was 
known then. I was new to ev-

erything (including Catholicism), but Father Francis, 
as he said I should call him, was not only immensely 
knowledgeable about Indian philosophy and spiritu-
ality, but also gentle, unassuming, and very kind. He 
embodied and lived out the simplicity and humility of 
a Christian yogi, and even I could not fail to recognise 
the depth of his contemplative experience. Over the 
years, I was fortunate enough to know him as teacher, 

Anne Overzee, UK

Connected at the Level of Heart

friend, and, at a deeper level – although I didn’t know 
it at the beginning – as guru.

During my time in India, I would travel to ashrams 
and interview mainly Hindu and Tibetan practitioners 
and, then, return to conversations reflecting on what I 
had discovered with Father Francis. My research was, 
inevitably perhaps, shaped my own spiritual journey-
ing. Since my degree had been in Theology as well as 
Religious Studies, our talks naturally often came back 
to what I encountered as the practices of Christians 
in India. Later, I came to realise that Father Francis’ 
vision, in which indigenous Indian spiritual practices 
were fully integrated with Christian understandings, 
was actually already realised in his own being and 
consciousness. 

I remember one occasion: while away on my trav-
els and staying at Mother Teresa’s Motherhouse, I 
stumbled into realising that in some sense I ‘belonged’ 
there: I had ‘come home’. So, on my return to Banga-
lore, without thinking twice, I went straight to Father 
Francis and asked him to baptise me at the Mother-
house. I shall never know how he managed to free him-
self of his considerable responsibilities to do that, but 
unquestioningly he gave me his word that he would. 
Somehow that ‘diksa’ cemented our relationship; and 
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I will never forget learning afterwards that the night 
before he baptised me in Calcutta, he was on his knees 
praying for me, while I unknowingly was dreaming 
of the waters of the Red Sea opening for me to walk 
through…

Following on from that shared experience it seemed 
unsurprising to me that Father Francis was travelling 
to Europe to give a retreat in Germany and a talk in 
Oxford just at the same time that I needed to leave In-
dia and return home.

‘I know how to do that’, he said with such confi-
dence that I left the problem with him! When we got 
to board the plane he took my vina, went straight to 
the cabin crew and told them he wanted the vina in 
the cabin with him, pointing out to them a particular 
seat. He walked straight to one of the business class 
seats and tucked it into the space behind his seat. And 
when we came off the plane and met up again (I was 
in the cheap seats) he handed me my vina with a broad 
smile. I took him home to meet my family and they 
welcomed him with open arms, as did later the man 
I was to marry five years later. And, of course, it was 
Father Francis who married us. 

One of the most vivid memories I have of Father 
Francis is of offering Mass in a small chapel at Dhar-

maram dur-
ing my time 
in India. We 
sat on the 
floor, the oil 
lamp was 
b u r n i n g , 
there was 
a total sim-
plicity of 
form and a 
deep peace 
in the room. 
It was the 
same when 
he celebrated Mass in our home in the UK. During the 
Mass, Father Francis was able to indwell Christ to such 
an extent that he radiated His presence. 

As I write this now, I imagine sitting with him once 
again: he is smiling, his head a little to one side, and 
as I start to speak – to tell him how infinitely grateful I 
am to him – he slowly closes his eyes and opens them 
again while taking in what I am saying. And, once 
again, we are connected at the level of heart.
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Let me reproduce from my 
Radical Following of Jesus’ 
Gospel (2020), pages 67-68 

and 240, two insightful obser-
vations of the mystic thinker 
Francis Vineeth about people. 
They are not merely abstract 
thoughts but his personal ex-
periences. They also reflect his 
own life rooted in faith and 
characterized by simplicity. Fur-

ther, they are a sample of how he expresses his sublime 
thoughts in an artless and appealing style. 

First of all, Vineeth says that there are two types 
of people: persons of reason and those of faith. The 
former, meeting with things they cannot understand, 
would immediately start questioning and complain-
ing. They want immediate explanations and argu-
ments. Unable to wait for a while, they get headache 
and feel irritated. They also go about knocking at ev-

Thomas Kochumuttom CMI, rishikesh

The Mystic Thinker Francis Vineeth

ery door, disturbing others, too! The persons of faith, 
on the contrary, when presented with something that 
they cannot understand, would right away recognize 
it to be a mystery of God that is beyond their grasp. 
Instead of raising questions and insisting on immedi-
ate explanations, they would gently say: “Well, here 
is a mystery of God which is beyond the power of my 
limited reason. I am happy patiently to wait for God’s 
time to come when he would himself explain it to me 
in his own manner. In the meantime, I am happy to en-
joy contemplating the mystery! Such people are never 
impatient or irritated, nor do they have any complaint 
or demand. They are ever so calm and cool, quiet and 
serene, full of confidence and optimism. This is what 
Mother Mary was: a person of faith, ever treasuring 
God’s mysteries in her heart and delighted to contem-
plate them while patiently waiting for God’s time to 
come when he would himself be pleased to unveil 
them to her (Lk 2:19, 51). How nice! 

Vineeth’s second observation is that there are two 
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categories of people: persons of things and those of 
being. The former want to have everything as their 
possession while the latter are concerned about the 
being of things. For example, suppose in one morn-
ing while walking in the garden you 
come across an unusually beautiful 
and fragrant rose flower. If you are a 
person of things, you would instinc-
tively look around to make sure that 
there isn’t anybody watching you, 
and then break the flower and have 
it in your hand. You are quite happy 
that it is now yours! Then you take 
it to your room and keep it on your 
table in a glass with water. You are 
extremely happy that the flower 
has now become exclusively your 
possession! But you don’t think of 
the consequences of your action. First of all, you have 
destroyed the being of the flower for it is not going 
to stay alive and fresh for more than a few hours. But 
you would say: “I don’t care for its being; at least for a 
few hours it is mine and that is enough!” Secondly, you 
have deprived the entire human family of the beauty 
and fragrance of the flower, for it is now in your lit-

tle room away from the reach of all others! But you 
are totally unconcerned about others! How selfish you 
are! On the contrary, a man of being coming across the 
flower would say: “Let it be there as long as possible; 

it should live long!” He is concerned 
about its being and life. He would 
also say: “Let all others too come 
and enjoy its beauty and fragrance!” 
He is least selfish, but other-centred, 
broadminded and generous!

Similarly, in another fine morn-
ing while strolling in your farm you 
find everything so well and flour-
ishing. You are legitimately happy, 
indeed. Then you look to the neigh-
bour’s farm. There the things may be 
still better. But you are not happy; 

you feel restless! Grossly jealous!! Being a person of 
things, you are able to enjoy beauty and goodness only 
in things that belong to you! You are selfish and nar-
row-minded! On the contrary, a man of being enjoys 
and appreciates the beauty and goodness of things no 
matter whether they belong to him or not. They are 
good and beautiful in themselves that is all!
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When I recall the mem-
ory of late Fr. Francis 
Vineeth Vadakethala 

CMI, a vivid picture comes to 
my mind: a CMI clad in a brown 
shawl with a happy, spontane-
ous, contented, and radiating 
smile. I haven’t seen him oth-
erwise in the classrooms, in the 
corridors, and in the campus 
of Dharmaram College, Benga-

luru, or anywhere else. Noble thinking and simple liv-
ing were his trademarks. 

In Fr. Vineeth, I find the essential features of a true 
Indian Sanyasi and a Guru who followed Jnana, Karma, 
and Bhakti margas at the same time. For him, they were 
not three different paths; for him, one did not exist 
without the other two. This is evident from the story 
of his life, the testimony and the legacy that he has left 
for us: Vidyavanam Ashram in Bengaluru, the classes 

George Edayadiyil CMI
A Visionary Spiritual Guru with a Compassionate Heart

that he had taught, the retreats that he had guided, the 
articles, books, and songs that he had written or com-
posed, and the various services that he had offered. 
His words and thoughts were the outpouring of his 
heart and there was an essential harmony and oneness 
in his thoughts, words, and deeds: indeed, he was a 
man of integrity. 

He was a man of dreams and a genuine seeker of 
truth, beauty, and oneness. This is evident all through 
his life. But, basically, everywhere he sought God 
with a passionate, focused, and an inclusive mind and 
heart. The harmony of Indian, Eastern, Carmelite and 
Western genii that can be seen in Vidyavanam Ashram 
at Bengaluru demonstrates this. 

I remember with gratitude his stay at Karunyagiri 
(Ashram), Pullikanam, Vagamon, which I was instru-
mental to start. In 2012, he came for a month to the 
Ashram to write some more terms for an Indian Chris-
tian Dictionary. After one week, when he heard that 
his fellow ashramite in Vidyavanam Ashram, Fr. Anto 
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Vattakuzhy CMI had an operation, he rushed back 
to be of help to him. On the way back, travelling in a 
public transport bus from Pullikanam, we got down 
at Thodupuzha town for lunch. As we got inside the 
restaurant, he found that the wash basins were not 
very clean. So, he washed them all before proceeding 
to take the meals. He did that with the intention to 
leave the place clean for others who would come after 
him. He was a welcome presence wherever he was. He 
never was a guest in his entire life and he welcomed 
everybody with lot of enthusiasm and love and was 
very eager to spare his precious time and talents for 
others. This was Fr. Vineeth. He prepared way for oth-
ers; he was an inspiration for generations of CMIs and 
seekers of God. 

He was generous and compassionate. The seekers, 
the children, the poor, and the weak found space in his 
heart. He sided with them with a prophetic courage 
calling always for justice and truth. Fr. Vineeth was a 
man who positively appreciated life and God’s bless-
ings with a deep trust in God. Even though he was en-
dowed with exceptional intellectual acumen, his faith 
and devotion were very simple. In his childlike sim-
plicity, joy, openness, and spontaneity of life, the King-
dom of God was nearer to us. He was always hundred 

percentage – a man of total mindfulness, focus, and 
clarity. CMI congregation and the Indian Church have 
very few persons of such depth in Indian thoughts 
and spirituality. A man of interiority, Fr. Vineeth loved 
the clear expression of that interiority in silence, aes-
thetics, wonder, devotion, and hospitality. His was a 
gentle, noble, calm, and serene presence as his smile, 
sound, and movements were. He has absorbed the se-
renity, silence, joy, and peace of the Divine in his heart 
with wonder as an authentic Indian CMI Sanyasi. His 
heart’s desire has come true in his passage from our 
world. May God continue to bless us through his in-
tercession! 
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ÈÞGßXÉáùæJ µIá¢ 
çµGá¢ ¦ÕVJÈ 
ÕßøØ ÎÞÏ µÞøc¢ 
ÄæK. ¥Äí ¦dÖ 
ÎÞÕãÄßÏßæÜ ¦ºÞ 
øcÈßW ÈßKá¢ ¦Ï 
çMÞZ ®çLÞ dÉçÄcµ 
ÄÜ¢ ÕKÄáçÉÞæÜ. 
ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎJß 

æÜ ²øá ØtcÞ çÕ{. ¥Kí ¥Çßµ¢ ØÞÇµV §ÜïÞÏßøáKá. 
ÕßøÜßW ®HÞÕá KÕVÎÞdÄ¢. æÉÞÄáÕÞÏßÕ ºîßøáK 
ÍfÃ¢ ³çøÞøáJøá¢ ¥ÕøÕøáæ¿ ¦ÕÖcÞÈáØøÃ¢ 
ÉÞdÄJßW ®¿áJá µÝßºîá ÄàøÞùÞÏß. ¥ÕçøÞæ¿ÞM¢ 
Ífßºîá µÝßE ¦dÖÎÞºÞøcX æÉÞÄáÕÞÏß ÕºîßøáK 
ÉÞdÄBZ ÕKá çÈÞAßÏçMÞZ µáæù çºÞùá¢ ¯ÄÞÈá¢ 
µùßÏá¢ çÖ×ßMí ©IÞÏßøáKá. ¥çgÙ¢ ¦ ÉÞdÄ¢ ®¿áJá 
µáùºîí ØbL¢ ÉÞdÄJßÜá¢, §øáKßøáK ®ÜïÞÕøáæ¿ 
ÉÞdÄJßçÜÏíAá¢ ¥ÜíÉÞÜí ÉÎÞÏß Õß{Oß ÉÞdÄ¢ 
µÞÜßÏÞAß. ®KßGí ¥çgÙ¢ ÉùEá: “¨ ÈÞGßW ®dÄ 

Joy Elamkunnapuzha CMI, Artist

‘æºùáÎÏáæ¿’ ¦ÇcÞvßµÍÞÕ¢

ØbÞÏJÎÞAßÏ ÕßÈàÄÞºÞøcX

ÉÞÕB{Þ ²øá çÈøæJ ÍfÃJßÈÞÏß æµÞÄßºîßøß 
AáKÄí. ¥Äá æµÞIí ¥ÜíÉçOÞÜá¢ ÍfÃ¢ È×í¿ÎÞÕ 
øáÄí.” Éáù¢ çÜÞµJßçÜ ØÞÇÞøÃ ÎÈá×cøßçÜAí ®Jß 
çÈÞAÞX µÝßæECßçÜ ¦dÖÎÕá¢ ¥Õß¿áæJ ¦ºÞ 
øB{á¢, ¦vàÏçÌÞÇcB{á¢, çÏÞ·Èß×íÀµ{á¢ ¦dÖÎ 
ÇVÎJßÈí ¥ÈáØãÄ¢ ÎâÜcÎáUÄÞÕáµÏáUâ. ̈  ÇVN¢ 
©UßW ®øßEßøáK ¦ºÞøcX ¦ÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. 

ÇVNÞøÞ¢ çµÞç{¼í ¥ÇcÞÉµX ¦Ïß ËßçÜÞØËß 
ÁßMÞVGíæÎaßW ²çIÞ{¼ß ¥æÜïCßW æÎxÞËßØßµíØí 
¦Ãí ÉÀßMßºîßøáKÄí. Õ{æø ¥ÎâVJÎÞÏ Õß×Ï¢. ¥ÄßæÈ 
ºøßdÄ_ØÞÎâÙc_ØÞ¢ØíµÞøßµ ÄÜJßÜâæ¿ ÕßÖÆàµøßºîí 
ÕßÆcÞVjßµæ{ ØbLÎÞÏ ºßLÞÇÞøÏßçÜAí ©ÏVJÞX 
§çgÙJßÈí µÝßEßøáKá. ÉÜøá¢ ¥çgÙæJ ÕßÜÏßøá 
JáKÄí ÄÈÄÞÏ ºßLÏá¢, ºßLßMßAÞÈáU µÈW 
®øßÏßAáµÏá¢ æºÏñ ÕcµñßÏÞÏßGÞÃí. ËßçÜÞØËßÏáæ¿ 
¥ÎâVJÄÏßWÈßKá¢ ¦dÖÎJßæa ÎâVJÄÏßçÜAí 
ª{ßÏßGí §ùBß ‘æºùáÎÏáæ¿’ ¦ÇcÞvßµ ÍÞÕ¢ 
ØbÞÏJÎÞAßÏ ÕßÈàÄÞºÞøcX ¦ÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX.
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Philosophy is the rational, 
abstract, and methodical 
consideration of reality 

and the essence of Father Vineeth 
was seen more profoundly as he 
took us through the contours of 
existentialism, a modern branch 
of philosophy. There is no other 
area of philosophy that deals 
with raw reality more intensely 
than existentialism. It is in these 

lectures of Father Vineeth on existentialist philosophers 
that I met him for the first time. 

Recovering from a chastising and shattering 
experience that I had because I asked for a clarification 
during the lectures in Logic (offered by another 
professor), I used to get lost in the lectures that Father 
Vineeth gave us on existentialism. Although the 
classes did not go as per the schedule and he had to 
cut the hours short as he was indisposed, the small 
number of pithy lectures that he gave us are still fresh 

Benny Thettayil CMI,  Provincial, Bijnor
Philosophy Made Poetry

in memory. In the lectures, he would travel through 
the history of civilization, from ancient Greece to the 
modern day, and would dreamily narrate the centuries 
that have passed, referring to the notable philosophers 
both young and old who made a contribution to this 
fairly modern branch of philosophy. 

When Father Vineeth was in his elements, he could 
produce original thoughts and make contributions on 
a par with some of those most influential philosophers 
whose philosophy he was lecturing on. He insisted 
that the more a person knows as a ‘situated being’, the 
greater his or her ability to reason and is able to make 
choices that will bring true happiness.

It maybe because I belong to a different ecclesiastical 
discipline from his, that to this day, I have not been 
able to place his school of thought. However, what I 
learnt from his forward-thinking approach is that he 
was totally his own man as a philosopher who believed 
that philosophy, no matter what branch of it you are 
dealing with, should achieve practical results for the 
greater wellbeing of society. 
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Father Vineeth was one of the foremost thinkers 
of the CMI Community and a recognized and 
acknowledged one at that. He always remained a 
progressive thinker regarding issues both civil and 
religious, and advocated for the importance of freedom 
of thought and style with which he answered many of 

the deepest questions of life. As his lectures resonated 
with the deepest part of everyday-life with warmth, 
what flowed from him was philosophy in poetry, 
interspersed with the characteristic mild grunts that 
made Father Vineeth unique.

ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÕßÆcÞV 

jßÏÞÏß µïÞØßÜßøáKí ÉÀßAÞÈá¢, 

¥ºîX ¦ºÞøcÈÞÏßøáK ÕßÆcÞÕÈJß 

W §øáKí ÇcÞÈ¢ µâ¿ÞÈá¢, ÉÀßAáK 

µÞÜJí ¥ºîæa µàÝßW ÄàØßØí 

(ËßçÜÞØËßÏßW) ®ÝáÄÞÈá¢ ØÞÇß 

ºîßGáU ²øá ®{ßÏ Öß×cÈÞÃí ®K 

Äí ²øá ÕÜßÏ ¥Èád·ÙÎÞÏßøáKá. 

µÞøÃ¢ ¥ºîX ®çMÞÝá¢ _ dÉçºÞÆßMß 

AáK ©KÄÈá¢ ÉmßÄÈá¢ ¦Ï _ ²øá 

·áøáÕÞÏßGÞÃí ®æa ÎÈTßW ÈßÜ 

æµÞUáKÄí. 

çµÞÕßÁáµÞÜJáU ¥ºîæa ÈßøcÞÃÕá¢ ¥ºîçÈÞ¿í 

µ¿æMGßøßAáKÕVAí ¨ ØÎÏJí ¥ÈáÍÕßçAIß ÕøáK 

µÀßÈÎÞÏ ÉøßÎßÄßµ{á¢ ÈæN ÕàIá¢ fÃßºîáæµÞIá 

çÉÞµáKÄí ¥ºîX µïÞTáµ{ßW ÕÜßÏ ªKW æµÞ¿áJá 

æµÞIí ÉùÏÞùáU ‘çÕZÁí ̈ Øí ®åÕIV’ ®K ÄÄbÖµÜ 

John Neelankavil CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru

B{ßçÜAÞÃí. ÄÄbB{á¢ ºßLµ{á¢ ÕV×Bç{Þ{¢ ÉÀßºîí ¼àÕß 

ÄJßW µâGáÉß¿ßAÞX ÉxßÏ ºßLµç{Þ §ÜïÞæÄ ÕøáK ÉáJX 

ÄÜÎáùæÏ µÞÃáçOÞZ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ çÉÞÜáU §XØíÉÏùßBí 

·áøáAZ øâÉæM¿áJßÏ, ÎÈTá¢ ÎÈá×cøá¢ ²{ßÎBÞJ ÆàÉBZ 

¦Ïß §Ká¢ Õß{BáKÄí µÞÃáçOÞZ ÈÞ¢ ÕàIá¢ ÉÀßAáKá, 

¦ ·áøáÕßæa ÕºÈ¢ ‘ÎÞX ¨Øí ® ÎßØíxùß’. 
©ÉÈß×JßW ÈßKí ®¿áJ ÉFçµÞÖ ØßiÞLBZ 

ÉùÏáçOÞZ ¥Äí ²çø ØÎÏ¢ ÄÄbÖÞdØñ (ÄÞÄbßµÎÞÏ) Øßiß 

µ{ßçÜAá¢, ¥çÄØÎÏ¢ ¦vàÏÄÏáæ¿ ¥LøÞ{B{ß çÜAá¢ 

²øÞæ{ ÈÏßAÞX ØÞÇßAáK ÕßÇJßW ¦ÏßøáKá. ²øá ÈÜï 

·áøá, ¦ºÞøcX, µÕß, ÎßØíxßµí Äá¿Bß ÉÞmßÄcJßæa 

Ïá¢ ¦icÞvßµÄÏáæ¿Ïá¢ ©KÄ Öã¢·BZ µÏùßÏ ÕßÈàÄ 

ºîX ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ ²øá ÎÞÄãµÏÞÃí. ¥ºîX ÉùÏÞùáU ‘ÎÞX ³Ëí 

ÎßØíxùß’ ¥Èc¢ ÈßKáçÉÞµáK ¨ µÞÜ¸GJßW ÌÙáÎÞÈ 

æMG ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîæa ØíÎøÃçÉÞÜá¢ ÈNßW ÉáÃc¢ ¼ÈßMß 

AáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîX ®K ÎÙÞ ÉáÃcJßÈí ÎáKßW ÖßøTí 

ÈÎßAáKá!

dÉçºÞÆßMßAáK ·áøá
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Father Francis Vineeth was 
my Guru, who guided me 
in the intellectual and spir-

itual quest in decisive ways and 
expanded my horizons intellec-
tually and spiritually. During 
my initial philosophical studies 
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram 
I attended his lectures, which ig-
nited my interest in philosophy. 
I was fortunate to assist him as 

a student infirmarian while he was resting after an ac-
cident but took the time to write a book, titled Foun-
dations of World Vision, and I witnessed the challenges 
and rewards of writing a book. Father Francis guided 
my research paper and initiated me to the ways of in-
tegrating the intellectual and the spiritual dimensions 
of our lives. As my spiritual director, he initiated me 
to forms of mediations that integrated the Indian and 
Carmelite traditions and, on one occasion, he gave me 
a mantra, “tavaiva na mama” (Thine alone, not mine). 

Jose Nandhikkara CMI,  Dharmaram, Bengaluru
Father Francis Vineeth: A Call to Integration

Father Francis was following his own spiritual direc-
tor, Servant of God Father Canisius, who lived his 
motto, “God’s Will, That alone and That in full, to the 
utmost!”

Father Vineeth integrated jnana and bhakti yogas, as 
he was driven by the ideal, knowing is becoming. He 
integrated his analytic and contemplative minds, and 
remained ever a seeker and lover of Being and Truth. 
With an excellent academic record, crowned with a 
PhD in Philosophy from Gregorian University, Rome, 
on Heidegger and a DPhil from Oxford University, 
UK, on the thoughts of Ramanuja and Paul Tillich, and 
a very active academic life at Dharmaram Vidya Ksh-
etram, he moved to a life of solitude and simplicity, 
prayer and contemplation, to live at Vidyavanam, an 
ashram that he founded and nurtured. I often went 
there and enjoyed the nourishment that I received 
from Father Vineeth and the ashram environment. 
He was a devotee primarily of course of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but also of Mother Mary, Little Flower, 
Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara, and other saints. He 
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was equally a dedicated devotee, 
a man of simple faith, and a guru 
who guided seekers to the realms 
of contemplative life. 

As we enter into the beautiful 
chapel of Vidyavanam, conceived 
by Father Vineeth and designed 
by Father Joy Elamkunnapuzha 
CMI, our attention is drawn to the 
glass painting of a special type of 
tree, with roots in heaven and the 
branches oriented downwards, af-
ter a description in Katha Upanişad 
VI.1. Typical of Father Vineeth’s 
style of integrating the Gospel in 
the Indian vocabulary, the tree 
represents Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, who descended to the 
world, took the human nature 
and embraced the whole of his-
tory, human and cosmic (see Phil 
2:5-11), which is symbolized as 
the downward extended stem 
and branches of a tree. The tree 

is depicted in the Ashram Chapel 
as a combination of two trees, 
namely, neem and pipal, repre-
senting Jesus Christ who is fully 
human and fully divine, by the 
work of the Holy Spirit, who is de-
picted in the painting in the form 
of a descending dove. The chapel 
is a place of a human-divine en-
counter, to realise the divine in our 
humanity. To my mind, that was 
Father Francis Vineeth’s quest, 
to be human and divine. May he 
enjoy the heavenly bliss and con-
tinue to inspire us, his students! 
Let me pray with Father Vineeth:

“Give me your power
To remain the same
In fame and blame,
To feel your loving touch
Which makes me steady and 
strong” 
(Vineeth, Prayer and Power, 71).
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Six young men set out in 
search of the real and ap-
proached Sage Pippalada. 

Pippalada answered the philo-
sophical questions of these en-
thusiastic young men on the 
reality of the real. Ignited by the 
path to the real, the young men 
said to the Sage: “Sir, you are 
our father, because you take us 
across to the other shore of igno-

rance” (Praśna Upanishad VI.8). Like the young men, 
as an aspirant seeker of the real, I approached beloved 
Father Vineeth and he was a father to me, instilling 
in me a great passion and fascination for the real, the 
Being. He was, indeed, a storehouse of wisdom that 
inspired, enlightened, and enkindled my quest for the 
real bringing me closer to the Being beyond the tempo-
ral, to the infinity indwelling within me. 

Sebastian Alackapally CMI, DVK, Bengaluru
Salutations to My Noble Teacher Father Vineeth Vadakethala

I learned from Father Vineeth’s synthesis of the 
aspects of cultural and philosophical heritages of hu-
manity in the East and the West, lessons in forming 
foundations of a world vision in the discovery of Be-
ing. He was a man of śravana (listening), which took 
him to manana (meditating), resulting in isvarapranid-
hana (total dedication to the presencing of the Being). 
He was an ardent seeker, truly stationed in the real 
(Brahmaniṣṭham). His inner core was the serenity of 
the timeless. The serene and calm ambience of Vidya-
vanam Ashram always provided me with an aura of 
enlightening, inviting me to a deeper sense of connect-
edness. It made me a frequent visitor of the Ashram 
to listen to the Acharya and to learn from the Upasaka 
– adorer of the real.

I learned at his feet the primary lesson, when the 
real becomes the word (logos), the truth emerges in an 
act of unveiling. I realised that Father Vineeth was able 
to transcend the limits of temporality, to listen to the 
voiceless sound of the unuttered word where sound 
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and silence merge and give birth to logos. The contem-
plative experiences of the logos seasoned him into a 
philosopher, a poet, and a mystic delving in the deeper 
dimensions of the mystery of the real. 

My association with Acharya Vineeth, along with 
Acharya Thomas Manickam, gave me greater impetus 
in my research on the real and language. It was with 
their constant support and blessings that I could com-
plete my doctoral research on the belonging together-
ness of Being and being in a deeper unity, transcending 

the bounds of Orient and Occident. I am elated that it 
was Father Vineeth who blessed me with an adorning 
foreword to the publication of my doctoral work, Being 
and Meaning.

I believe that Father Vineeth is a glowing memory 
of a unique and timeless treasure we cherish, which, I 
am sure, will continue to sparkle the light of the real 
for all of us. I bow before our noble, awakened teacher, 
Father Vineeth, with salutations!

Francis Kanichikattil CMI
A Man Who Felt the Soul of India

Fr. Vineeth, a philosopher-theologian, is an original thinker who contrib-
uted much for the Church in India to make it really Indian. In his dealing 

and teaching there was always an Indian touch that made him a different 
person, who tried to feel the soul of India. I pray: may his soul rest in peace!
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It was during our Existential Philosophy class at 
Dharmaram Fr. Vineeth spoke about Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull: A Story (best seller of Amer-

ican Novelist Richard Bach). He was describing how 
you can become or you should become an ethical hero 
like Christ and Gandhi in our society. Think differently 
and creatively and you should swim across the current 
of the society. Again, he spoke about how we should 
become a man of being than a man of having by ex-
plaining the philosophy of Martin Heidegger. Going 
one more step ahead, in the next class, he spoke about 

Paul Poovathingal CMI
Father Vineeth: An Ocean of Inspiration

the need for other-centredness in the society and in the 
priestly religious life by explaining the German exis-
tential philosopher Gabriel Marcel’s vision on human 
life – my brother is part of my being – and how we 
have to get away from the negative vision of French 
Philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre (for whom, my brother is 
my enemy). 

From time to time, I felt that my 30 years of Karnatic 
music sadhana is a swim across the current. His classes 
inspired me like anything. It always provided me great 
inspiration and energy to swim across all odds in my 
musical journey. 

In 1986, I got a chance to compose the songs written 
by him on the occasion of the first and final profes-
sion of CMIs. I was doing my studies at Christ Col-
lege at that time. Whenever I interacted with him, he 
inspired and encouraged me like a prophet and Guru 
with great wisdom. He asked me to make pure Indian 
melodies. He loved Indian music very much. He also 
gave me full freedom to compose those songs and, 
then, they came out very well. Some of those songs are, 
Āsayēthum Samgrahichu, Yesu misiha mahimārtham, 
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etc. Later, I had a golden oppor-
tunity to write my BTh thesis un-
der his guidance. I happily recall 
that he always appreciated my 
music, thoughts, and creativity. 

Finally, the inspiration and 
vision of my idea of starting a 
Ganashram is from his idea of 

Vidyavanam Ashram. He used to encourage 
me, when I shared the idea of Ganashram. He 
was a big role model for me. He actualised 
his vision about Indian Christian Ashram by 
shaping the beautiful Vidyavanam Ashram 
in the outskirts of Bengaluru. He was a true 
Jnāni and Guru par excellence and a realised 
soul. My big salute and pranams to this great 
and noble soul! 

It was my first appointment after my Ordination. After my 
pastoral ministry in a parish, I came to Vidyavanam. We led a 
life of vegetarian food, simple way of living, yoga, singing…. 

I celebrated Holy Mass in the Latin Rite for the visitors and Sisters. 
Vineeth Achan guided me and made me stable for the ashram life 
in Vidyavanam. Meditation, classes for the groups, also with Yoga, 
was a new way of life.

Construction work was something new to me. But he was open for ideas. Ashram 
chapel construction was a nice project among many. Teak plantation was something good 
for green world. Unimaginable were the motor riding experiences to Dharmaram… Then, 

to Kengery to bring cow feed… But Vineeth Achan made it all possible. The long talks in the evenings with 
Vineeth Achan, sitting on the rock garden, remain etched in my memory. A different time, a different personal-
ity: he motivated me to undertake studies to become a Yoga teacher... 

Jaison Kavalakkatt CMI, Germany 
Thank You for Your Great Trust in Me…
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During every generation, 
a handful of pure souls 
come into the world as 

pillars of light, illuminating the 
way for humankind. 

On an unforgettable evening 
in the year 1999, I met Father 
Vineeth in the corridors of Dhar-
maram College, Bengaluru. That 
meeting was an extraordinary 

treasure for me because while I had heard a lot about 
this remarkable Master, I hadn’t yet gotten a chance to 
speak with him. Our topic of conversation was global-
ization. As a graduate student in Philosophy, I was so 
eager to share all of my views with him. Father Vineeth 
listened to me thoroughly; great masters speak little, 
but listen more. After listening to all my ‘genius’ ideas 
and solutions, he asked me: “Roy, do you think that 

Roy Palatty CMI, Spiritual Director, Shalom Media USA
Growing from Within

without expanding your own self, you can tackle the 
very idea of globalization?” I couldn’t answer him im-
mediately. To be honest, I had never even considered 
that before. Father Vineeth slowly took apart many of 
the simple – and silly – solutions that I offered to the 
pertinent issues and questions of life. Then, he guided 
me to the stony ground of meditative rationality: It is 
necessary for a person to grow from the inside out. To 
make a difference in the world, one must first widen 
one’s own self.

From that very moment, I have always kept a short 
prayer in my mind: O God, bless me with discomfort 
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relation-
ships so that I will live deep within my heart!

It was not the answers, but the questions Father 
Vineeth raised that challenged me to expand my con-
sciousness. Yes, you will never grow if you don’t grow 
from within! 
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I love to think of Fr. Francis 
Vineeth Vadakethala, with 
his magisterial wisdom and 

unmatched mystical experience, 
as a jewel in the crown of CMI 
Congregation. In him I have 
seen an unforgettable conflu-
ence of the finest in Western and 
Eastern thoughts, a wholesome 
blend of Carmelite and Indian 
spirituality. He had no airs about 

him. His simplicity of character and lucidity of expres-
sion are paradigmatic. In private conversations or in 
public addresses, he could articulate his profoundly 
original thoughts couched in simple language. His 
soothing words were a spontaneous overflow of his 
deep convictions reminding us of the Thomistic dic-
tum: “contemplata aliis tradere.” 

Francis Kurissery CMI, Vicar Provincial, Devamatha
Style Is the Man: A reminiscence!

His ability to relate with others at a deeper level, 
to impact them positively, and to maintain that friend-
ship has struck me as astonishing. During my stay in 
England and Europe, I have had the privilege of being 
introduced to three of his close friends, one in Ger-
many and the other two in England. One of his English 
friends, an Anglican, was then contemplating embrac-
ing Catholic Church thanks to the edifying influence of 
Fr. Francis Vineeth. The German family whose matri-
arch is Theresa Riebesecker would wax eloquent while 
explaining her chance meeting with Fr. Francis, the 
first Indian Carmelite whom she had met – a meeting 
that blossomed into her becoming an ardent benefac-
tor of the CMI Congregation - a prototype of the latter 
day ACMI. It may be remembered that the ‘Sannidhi’ in 
CSR, Pariyaram, is in memory of this saintly woman.

While under treatment in Amala Institute of Med-
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ical Sciences, a few years ago, Fr. Francis Vineeth had 
to be admitted into MICU. I would visit him often. An 
unflappable optimist, he would praise the quality of 
treatment, was a contented patient (a vanishing spe-
cies!), always immensely grateful to the doctors and 

the nurses. A gentleman to the core who “inflicted no 
pain upon another” (Cardinal Newman), about Fr. 
Francis, reminiscing his character and characteristics, 
it could rightly be said, “style is the man.” May his 
soul rest in peace! 

Jobi Thomas Thurackal CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru

çdÉ×ßÄÏáæ¿ ¥ùßÕßæa 
ç¼cÞÄß ÈßÄcç¼cÞÄßÏßW ØÞÏâ¼c 
ÎÞÏß! ÕßÆcæÏ ¦vàÏÄÏßW 
ÕßÈàÄÕWAøßºîí ¦ºÞøcÄÏáæ¿ 
çdÖ×íÀX dÄßèÄbµ èÆÕØKß 
ÇßÏßW ÜÏÈÎÞÏß. ÍÞøÄàÏ Ø¢Øí 
µãÄßÏßÜâæ¿ dµßØñàÏÄÏáæ¿ 
¦vàÏ èºÄÈc¢ øáºßºîùßE 
ØÈcÞØÕøcX ØÎÞÇßÏáæ¿ ÈßùÕß 

çÜAí dÉÏÞÃÎÞÏß. ÇVNÞøÞÎßæa ÉáWçÎ¿ÏßW ©ÏVJßÏ 
æÄçBÞÜAá¿ßÜßW ÈßKá¢ ©ÏVK ÍÞøÄ dµßØñàÏÄÏáæ¿ 
ºßLÞÇÞøµZAí ¥¿ßJùÉÞµßÏ ÕßÆcÞÕßºfÃX 
ÈßÄcÄÏáæ¿ µâ¿ÞøJßçÜAí ÉáùMÞ¿ÞÏß... µáçÌøÄÏáæ¿ 

ÕßÈàÄ ØíÎãÄß!

dÉìÂßÏßW ÈßKá¢ µáçºÜÄÏáæ¿ ÜÞ{ßÄc¢ ©ZæAÞIí 
ØÈcÞØæJ dÉÃÏßºî ØVÕîØ¢·ÉøßÄcÞ·ß.

ÄÄbèÆÕÖÞdØñÉÞmßÄcJßÜâæ¿ ¥ùßÕßæa ÈßùÕí 
¥Õß¿áKßÜÞæÃKáU ÄßøßºîùßÕßW ÕßØbÞØ¼àÕßÄÜÞ{ß 

ÄcJßæa ¼í¾ÞÈ¢ ØbÞÏJÎÞAßÏ dÌÙívª\¯nÂ 
¥¿ßÏáùºî dµßØñáÎÞÄã ÍµñX. Èß×íÀÏÞÏí ¼àÕßÄJßW 
Èß×íµÞÎµVNÈßøÄÈÞÏß ÈßøLøÈßÆÞÈÎÞÏÕÈßW ÈßVÜà 
ÈÈÞÏß. ÍâÎßçÏÞ¿ÜßEáçºVK ÕcfÉfßÜÄÞÆßµ{áæ¿ 
ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ÄàVJ ¦vàÏÄÏáæ¿ dÉµãÄß ØíçÈÙß. 
ÉÀßºîÄßæÈ ÇcÞÈßºîí, ÇcÞÈßºîÄßæÈ ØbÞ¢Öàµøßºîí, ØbÞ¢Öà 
µøßºîÄßæÈ ¼àÕßºîí, ¼àÕßºîÄßæÈ ÉµVKá ÈWµßÏ 
ç¼cÞÄßÄÈÞÏ ÇcÞÈµVNçÏÞ·ßAá ÎáOßW dÉÃÞÎ¢!
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My relationship with 
Father Francis Vineeth 
CMI started in 1984 

during my philosophy studies 
at Dharmaram College, Benga-
luru. As a student, I admired his 
profound knowledge and his 
unique style of imparting the 

same to his students. There was always an aura of se-
renity and tranquillity around him. He was impressed 
with my viva voce exam and I still remember him con-
gratulating me after my viva. 

Days passed and our relationship got stronger and 
personal. The level of freedom that I had with him is so 
deep that I could share almost all my personal matters 
with him for his advice and fatherly guidance. He was 
more than a family member to my wife and children. 
As a family, we were lucky to listen to his profound 
philosophical explanations of day-to-day happenings 

Joy Kottackal, Bangalore
“The song is ended but the melody lingers on…”

in simple language whenever he used to spend his 
time at our home. 

His passion for justice and order in society in gen-
eral and Church in particular was explicitly evident 
during our conversations on various subjects. His pres-
ence in our family prayers was so enriching with his 
bhajans and simple prayers. “Peace radiates from him” 
was a regular comment that my wife used to make af-
ter every meeting with Father Vineeth. My children 
were awestruck seeing him clean the wash-basin with 
his bare hands after meals. He trusted me and engaged 
me in printing many of his books. We have been lucky 
to continue this warm and personal relationship till he 
was transferred from Vidyavanam Ashram. Undoubt-
edly, Father Vineeth had a great influence on me in 
forming my thought pattern and world vision.

For us, his life was a blessing and his memory a 
treasure to cherish... We love him beyond words and 
miss him beyond measure. To quote Irving Berlin, “the 
song is ended, but the melody lingers on…”
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While ‘re-membering’ 
with Fr. Vineeth, that 
which lingers in me 

is his ‘passion’ for scripting and 
living an Indic way while being 
seeded and coded in his Chris-
tian legacy. It was the passion 
(ichchha shakti) of his heart more 
than being in the comfort zone 
of a mere Indologist or Philoso-

pher or a Theologian of notional texture and context. 
Passion germinates hope effortlessly, and it easily spills 
over to kriya sakti, and makes one a karma-yogi. It is the 
passion that which makes one missional, and engaged 
in the life process whatsoever be the hurdles and fail-
ures one has to brace up. Passion makes us sportive 
and playful, and transforms our life into a lila (divine 
play). It is the passion that makes one the celebrant 
of life and sequentially, life churns out to be a vibrant 
celebration in the “fulness of life” in virtue of itself. 
It is a natural and spontaneous sequence and conse-
quence. This is what we find in the narrative of Fr. 

Antony Kalliath CMI, Carmel Bhavan, Hosur
Being Missional by Being Passionate!

Vineeth’s life. This passion had been the grammar as 
well as the inner credential of Fr. Vineeth’s journey of 
life. When St. Thomas Acquinas was asked about how 
to become a saint, he told three things: ‘desire’, ‘desire’ 
and ‘desire’! In our Indian tradition it is mumukshut-
vam. Fr. Vineeth nurtured, nursed and cultured a pro-
found desire with consistency and constancy through 
and through to start a Christian Ashram even while 
doing his early studies. He could take emphatic steps 
towards his life-long ambition only in his sixties. What 
was remarkable was that he never gave it up. This en-
gaging enthusiasm is the sacred secret of the intelligi-
bility of the heart. Vidyavanam Ashram is the blossom-
ing of his life ambition for the Lord. As an associate in 
the initial endeavours of starting the ashram, what I 
learn from Fr. Vineeth is that we will ever remain cre-
atively and proactively engaged in the life process if 
we primarily listen to the promptings of the heart; if 
we spin out our life in the wisdom of heart, we will, 
unaware, have enormous inner resources and strength 
to figure out new vistas and paths even in the present 
pandemic times when the uncertainty is the new nor-
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mal of life. Follow the ‘Call of the Heart’. Let’s be pas-
sionate, missional and compassionate in the ‘Holy Op-
timism’ which is pervading and prevailing in the text 

and texture of existence, both within and without; we 
will never fail, and we will never, ever go astray while 
we correlate passion and mission in our life’s narrative.

In June 1970, the new batch of 
students of philosophy had 
arrived in Dharmaram Col-

lege, Bengaluru. Christ College 
was launching the first year of 
its degree courses. We the new 
batch was expected to join both 
the philosophy course at Dhar-
maram and the degree course at 
Christ College. Our time would 
be divided between the two In-

stitutes – 10 am to 4 pm at Christ College and the re-
maining at Dharmaram. Fr. Francis Vineeth was one 
of the professors who gently explained to us the new 
arrangement and helped us to make a choice of sci-
ence or humanities stream at Christ. He was kind, ami-

Augustine Keemattam CMI,  Darsana, Wardha
remembering Father Francis Vineeth

able, gentle, and genuine. Later, in Philosophy classes, 
when he explained to us Existentialism and other 
subjects, we enjoyed the originality and spontaneity 
of his thoughts. His work, Call to Integration (Banga-
lore: ATC, 1980), is an insightful theological reflection 
on religious life and vows. The book has helped me to 
evolve my personal convictions on religious life. I was 
fortunate to be with him in the renewal retreat team of 
the CMI Congregation, which gave me a chance to ex-
perience his spirit of team work. He was always gener-
ous to share his thoughts, insights, stories, experiences, 
etc., with other team members, in spite of the fact, that 
he could use them in his talks. Above all, he was a fine 
human being, sensitive to the needs of others with an 
extremely refined sensibility. May the ‘Word Become 
Flesh’ unite him to the Triune God, Amen!
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I met Fr. Vineeth for the first 
time during my novitiate 
days. Since then I started 

admiring his personality and 
it continues even after his de-
mise. He was found to be differ-
ent and unique from all other 
priests I had met. He possessed 
various qualities that made him 
outstanding and incredible. Out 

of many, I picked up three qualities of Fr. Vineeth to 
share my views on his life.

Serenity: Serenity was the hallmark of his person-
ality. Even in the midst of ups and downs of life, he 
kept serenity and peace of mind. Such serenity was the 
result of his deep spirituality. It seems, he had an innate 
inclination to keep intimacy with the divine. I believe 
that he had experienced the real touch of the divine or 
he had experienced a glimpse of the Paramatman. That 
intimacy with the divine made him to be serene, joy-

Wilson Chakkyath CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru 
Serenity, Simplicity, and Sincerity

ful, and peaceful. Consequently, most of the ordinary 
and worldly worries could not affect him. I vividly 
remember his serene look when he conducted classes 
and meditations during my novitiate in 1992. I contin-
ued to observe the same serenity in him throughout 
his life. When I visited him more than once while he 
was taking rest in Preshitharam, Mannuthy, due to ill 
health and old age, I noticed that he still maintained 
serenity and peace of mind. Personally, I would say 
that it is something I wish to have in my life. Yes, I 
need to learn the secret from the life of Fr. Vineeth.

Simplicity: He obtained high academic degrees 
both in theology and philosophy. He held many im-
portant positions like President of Dharmaram Vidya 
Kshetram, Vicar Provincial of CMI Preshitha Prov-
ince, founder and director of Vidyavanam Ashram, 
and so on. He had an exceptional ability to synthe-
size the western and eastern genius and spirituality. 
He authored many books and articles. Many people 
from India and abroad approached him for spiritual 
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guidance and enlightenment. He received a number of 
invitations from various parts of the world to teach, 
preach and to give retreats. He had all the reasons to 
be proud and arrogant. But, on the contrary, the more 
he was recognized, the greater was his simplicity and 
humility. Only great people manifest such simplicity 
in a world where people compete with each other to 
boast about their petty achievements. Indeed, he was 

a great man though he never claimed it. Fr. Vineeth 
showed through his life that simplicity and humility 
create a valley of life where the real greatness would 
grow and flourish.

Sincerity: Covid-19 pandemic compels us to wear 
face masks for the safety of oneself and others. It is a 
need of the time; however, there are people who wear 
masks in their personal life and even they change it 
from time to time or context to context. This kind of 
masking helps them to hide their real self; it is a kind of 
duplicity. Fr. Vineeth is a contrast to such kind of mask-
ing. He was sincere and genuine in his dealings, opin-
ions, approaches, and principles, irrespective of situa-
tions and people. He manifested congruence in what 
he said and what he did. In other words, he walked 
the talk. For example, he taught the need of spiritual 
depth and he himself practised it; he preached truth-
fulness and kindness and he lived them all through 
his life. Such sincerity gave him unique moral power 
and braveness. I remember certain occasions where 
he raised his voice even in front of higher authorities 
against some injustices without any fear or hesitation. 
Those who knew him well never questioned his in-
tegrity and sincerity. Such a personality of Fr. Vineeth 
drew many closer to him in order to learn from him 
and, like him, to become closer to God.

I believe that Fr. Vineeth still lives dynamically as 
he inspires and challenges many through the various vir-
tues and qualities he demonstrated in his blessed life. 
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Anson Panengadan CMI

ÕÏTí 86 ¦ÏßøáæKCßÜá¢, 
ÎøÃçJÞ¿í ÎÜïß¿áçOÞÝá¢, Äßøßºîá 
Õøá¢ ®KáÄæKÏÞÏßøáKá dÉÄà 
f. ®ÜïÞÕøá¢ dÉßÏæMGÕøáæ¿ 
µÞøcJßW ØbÞVjøÞÃçÜïÞ. 
çÜÞµøáæ¿ dÉÞVjÈ çµGßÜï. 
ÕßÈàÄºîX ÏÞdÄÏÞÏß...ÈßÄcÄÏß 
çÜÏíAí. ¼í¾ÞÈJßæa ÈßùÕßW 
ÈßK ÕßÈàÄÎÞÏ ¦ ºßøß ÕßGá 
çÉÞµáKßÜï. ³VNµZAá ÎøÃÎß 
ÜïçÜïÞ. 

µáùßAÞX ÉÜÕáøá çÉÈæÏ 
¿áJßGá¢ ÄÞæÝÕºîá. çÏÞ·cÄÏßÜï ®KÄáÄæK µÞøÃ¢. 
ÉßæK, ¥çgÙæJAáùßºîí ¥¿áJùßÏÞÕáKÕøáæ¿ ÈàI 
ÈßøÏáUçMÞZ ®ÈßAÄßÈáU ÕÏTßÜï ®K µáxçÌÞ 
ÇÕá¢. ¦ºÞøcØíÅÞÈJá ÈßWAáK ¥ÏÞæ{AáùßæºîÝá 
ÄßJá¿BßÏçMÞZ ÄâÜßµ Õßùºîá. ÉßKà¿í ÎÈTí ÌÜæM¿á 
Jß. R®{ßÏ ÕàfÃçµÞÃßWÈßKá¢ ÎÙÞøÅzÞæø 
çÈÞAß µÞÃÞÎçÜïÞ,Q ÄâÜßµ Éß¿ßºîá. 

³VNµZ æµÞIáæºæKJßAáKÄí ÇVNÞøÞ¢ 
ÕßÆcÞçfdÄJßÜÞÃí. Èâùí ÈÞÕÞÏßøáKá ¥çgÙæJAá 

ùßºîí ÉùÏÞX... æÖNÞÖzÞVAí ÎÞdÄÎÜï, ¥ºîzÞVAá¢, 
¥ÇßµÞøØíÅÞÈB{ßÜßøáKÕVAá¢... ®LßÈí ¥LÞøÞ×íd¿ 
Ø¢ÕÞÆB{ßW dÉÌtB{ÕÄøßMßºîßøáK ÕßçÆÖøÞ¼cB 
{ßæÜ ÉmßÄdÉÄßÈßÇßµZAáçÉÞÜá¢. ¥ùßÕßæa æÈùá 
µÏßÜßøßAáçOÞÝá¢ ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏßJæK §øáKá. ×Þæ{Þ 
æA ÉáÄºîá µ{Í¢æÄÞGá ÈßWAáçOÞZ ¦ ¦ºÞøcÎá 
¶Jí ²øá æ®ÖbøcÎáIÞÏßøáKá. ¥Äí ÈâùáµÃAßÈí 
Öß×cæøÏá¢ ØNÞÈßºîá. ÉmßÄ ØÆTßÈáÎÞdÄÎÜï, 
Ø¢çÕÆÈÎßµÕí ØÞÇÞøÃAÞVAá¢ dÉçºÞÆÈÎßÝßçÕµß. 
¦VdÆÄÏÞÏßøáKá ¥çgÙJßæÜ ØíÅÞÏàÍÞÕ¢. µïÞTí 
Îáùßµ{ßW ÉCáæÕºî ·ÙÈB{ÞÏ ÍÞøÄàÏ ÕßºßLÈBZ 
§Ká¢ ÉÜÄá¢ ÎÈTßÜÞÏßGßÜï. µÞøÃ¢ ¥ÏÞZ ¥ùßÕßæa 
µÞøcJßW çÕæù ¼ÈáTßWæMGÕÈÞÏßøáKá. ¦ ØÆÈ 
JßW ¦ÏßøáKçMÞÝá¢ ¦æøÏá¢ ÉøßÙØßºîÄÞÏß æºµß 
çGÞVNÏßÜï. ¥ÄßÜÞÃí ¦ ÕßÈàÄæa ÎÙÄb¢. 

ÌÞ¢·ïâøßæÜ ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¥çgÙJßæa ØbÉíÈç·Ù 
ÎÞÏßøáKá. ¥ÏÞZ ÕßÍÞÕÈ¢ æºÏñ ‘çÌØí ùìÎ’Ïáæ¿ 
ÕÈcÄÏíAß¿ÏßÜá¢ ÍÞøÄàÏÄÏáæ¿ ÖßÜíÉÍ¢·ßæµÞI 
ÜCøßºîá... ¦dÖÎÎÞæµ. ¥ÄßÈáUßÜßøßAáK ·áøáÕßæa 
ÖßøTßÈáçÎW ®çMÞÝá¢ ²øá dÉÍÞÕÜÏ¢ ©ÆßºîáÈßKá. 
¥Äí ÈzÏáæ¿ ÎdLB{ÞÏß çÄ¿ßæÏJßÏ ¥ÈáÕÞºµ 
øßçÜÏíæAÞÝáµßÏßùBß. ÕÞAßÜá¢ È¿MßÜá¢ ØÈcÞØßÏá 
æ¿ÄÞÏßøáKá ¥çgÙJßæa ØbÄb¢. ¥BæÈ ¥ÏÞZ 
¦vàÏÄÏßW ÄáFæJÝáJºîÈÞÏß. ÍÞøÄàÏ ÆVÖÈJß 
æa Øß.®¢.æ®. Îá¶Õá¢. çÜÞµdÖiæÏ §LcÏß 
æÜJßºîá ¦ ÄÄb¼í¾ÞÈß. 

ÈßÄcÄÏáæ¿ ¥ÎøJí  
ÍÞøÄàÏÄÏáæ¿ ¦ºÞøcX
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ÎùÕßÏÞÏßøáKá ¥ÕØÞÈÈÞ{áµ{ßæÜ dÉÇÞÈ ÕßÜïX. 

ÉçfCß ¦ÖÏBZAçMÞÝá¢ ÉEÎáIÞÏßÜï. Äá¿Bß 
AÝßEÞW ÉáÝçÉÞæÜ ²ÝáµáµÏÞÏß ÉmßÄæÎÞÝßµZ. 
æºùáÉáÝµZ ØÞ·øJßW ÜÏßAáKçMÞæÜ ¥ÏÞ{á¢ §Kß 
ÄÞ ÈßÄcÄÏáæ¿ ØÞ·øJßW!. 

ÕßÈàÄºîÞ, ¥Bí ÉmßÄçÜÞµJßæÜ çÕùßG dÉÍÏÞ 
ÏßøáæKCßÜá¢ çdÉ×ßÄÏáæ¿ ØbµÞøc ¥ÙCÞøÎÞÏßøáKá. 
¥BÏáæ¿ Éµø¢ ÕÏíAÞÈßÜïÞJºßøß... Èß×íµ{CÄÏáæ¿ 
µ{Í¢ ºÞVJß ÈßWAáK ÄßÜµAáùßÏá¢. ²øáÈÞZ ¾B 

{á¢ ÜÏßAá¢ ¦ ÉáÝÏßW. ÉáÝµZ çºøáK ÈßÄcÄÏáæ¿ 

¦ ¦ÝA¿ÜßW, µâæ¿ÏáUÕæø µÕVæK¿áAáK ¨ 

çµÞÕßÁí Ïá·JßW æÎÏí ÎÞØJßæÜ ÄàøÞÈ×í¿B 

{ßæÜÞKÞÏß §KßÄÞ ¥Bá¢. ÄÄbÖÞdØñ µïÞTáµ{ßW 

ÉÀßMßºîçÄÞVAáKá: RdÌÙíÎX... dÌÙíÎX èÆÕÎÞÃí.Q 

¾B{á¢ dÌÙíÎÈßW çºøáçÕÞ{¢, dÌÙíÎçÈÞ¿í çºVKßøáKí 

¾BZAáçÕIß µøÎáÏVJáµ. ÎøßºîáµÝßEÞW ØÎVMß 

AæMGÕV çÆÕÆâÄzÞæøçMÞÜßøßAá¢ ®Kí dµßØñáÍÞ×c¢. 

ÈÎáæAÞøá çÆÕÆâÄæÈµâ¿ß µßGßÏßøßAáKá... ØbVPJßW. 

Francis Thaivalappil CMI, Pollachi
Sober and Serene Lifestyle

Fr. Francis Vineeth bid farewell to the land of the dying. He rejoices in the 
Lord of the living. He has made heaven his home. He is well with God. 

Let us paint him not on the canvas, but in our heart, and cherish his sober 
and serene lifestyle always, with Divine touch in our life. May his soul enjoy 
eternal happiness!
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I a tt e n d e d 
the classes 
of Father 

Vineeth always 
with great en-
joyment, es-
pecially when 
he sometimes 
diverted from 

the topic and spoke spontaneously from his heart. 
Then, his lectures were like poems of mysticism. That 
is why I took him as the guide for my BTh thesis. 

I joined theology studies after my Masters degree 
in Hindi literature. At that time, I was very much fasci-
nated and influenced by the poems of the mystic poets 
of the Bhakti Movement. So, I had interest in a compar-
ative study of the mystic poems of Saint Ephrem and 
the poems of the Bhakti poets. Father Vineeth encour-
aged me and guided me in this study and I had many 
discussions with him on the topic of my thesis, before 

James Muttickal CMI, Bhopal
Gurudaskhina

I wrote it. I had his guidance in learning the mysticism 
of the Oriental Fathers. About his own spirituality, as 
a CMI religious priest, he said: “The Spirit of Carmel 
means silence, contemplation, and abnegation. I am 
trying to capture this spirit and put it into practice in 
an Indian way. I emphasise the Indian way, because the 
Carmelite spirit is very much in the Indian tradition – 
the spirit of tapas, contemplation, and abnegation.”

After my theology studies and ordination, when I 
started to work in the field of mass media, he came for-
ward with a valuable suggestion to record some of his 
meditations. We produced eight volumes of his medi-
tations in sets of four cassettes. It was a combined effort 
by both of us, since he permitted me to participate in 
the project. He gave me the themes of the meditations 
and I wrote Bhajans based on those themes to com-
plement the meditations. There were also the contribu-
tions of Father Anto Amarnad, who composed music 
and Father Joseph Palackal who sang those Bhajans. 
The audio meditations of Father Vineeth were very 
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well received. After many years, when it was the time 
of video CDs, I met him in his Vidyavanam Ashram 
and put the suggestion to produce those meditations 
in the video form. I thought that it was worthwhile to 
preserve his reflections and meditative thoughts for 
the future generations. He liked the idea and within a 
few months’ time he came to Navchetana, Bhopal, for 
the recording session; he was accompanied by Father 
Anto Vattakuzhy. 

This time too he discussed the themes with me 
and asked me to write Bhajans based on the proposed 
themes. After writing, I showed him those Bhajans. 

He changed some Bhajans to Sanskrit, saying that for 
those who are not familiar with Hindi, Sanskrit may be 
better understandable. Again, it was Father Amarnad, 
who composed the music of those Bhajans. He used 
to appreciate Father Amarnad’s music saying that his 
music to Bhajans is of a superior quality, since his mu-
sic flows from the heart. This time too we produced 
eight volumes of meditations. It was my Gurudaskhina 
to Fr. Vineeth and I am very happy that I could do it. 
After the recording, before leaving Bhopal, he gave me 
a diary and told me that it was his personal diary, and 
I was supposed to open it only after he has gone from 
this world. I kept his word.

Paul Thekanath CMI
A Mystic-Genius

A mystic-genius in Indian spirituality, founder of Vidyavanam, a professor 
of philosophy, and, above all, a simple human being. He was a great 

inspiration for generations of CMIs. This is a great loss for us. He hails from 
my own village. His sense of detachment from worldly success continues to 
inspire us.
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The departure of an Indian Christian progressive 
theologian and mystic is a great loss for the In-
dian Church. As a student, I always cherished his 

classes because he was a teacher with a difference. He 
did not just teach but touched the hearts and opened 
the eyes of the students to the realities beyond the 
mundane through his original thinking, creative ideas 
and new insights. This difference resulted from his 
closeness to Jesus and closeness to the world around 
him. His simplicity in life, humility in approach, in-
nocence in interaction, genuineness in relationship, 
depth in thinking, clarity in expression and availability 
in service was well appreciated by everyone. He max-
imized the gift of life to the fullest by unleashing his 
true potential, optimizing the world around him and 

Davis Varayilan CMI
Samanvaya, Bhopal

An Indian Christian Progressive  
Theologian and Mystic

realizing that his existence creates a multiplier effect. 
He maximized the divine within and enlightened the 
people through meditative reflections, classes, per-
sonal sharing and writing. 

What stands out most clearly in Fr. Francis’s life and 
writings is samanvayam, integration of mind and heart, 
contemplation and action, Christian faith and Indian 
genius, and eastern and western traditions. He had an 
‘Indian mind’, which perceived reality as an intercon-
nected, interrelated, and interdependent whole. There-
fore, he welcomed goodness coming from any source 
and incorporated them into his life and spirituality. He 
lived by convictions and converted intelligence into 
wisdom by implementing that knowledge in his life 
for the benefit of others. There is no doubt that for the 
years to come he will be remembered as a spiritual 
guru, an exemplary religious, a genuine priest, a pas-
sionate CMI, a great philosopher, and a progressive 
theologian, who was both Indian and Christian. 
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I have a vivid image of Father 
Vineeth staying in a kutiya 
(hut) in the Dharmaram 

campus along with a few CMI 
Brothers. It was the first time 
in the history of Dharmaram, I 
think, that a few theology stu-
dents stayed in kutiyas, cooking 
for themselves and doing ev-
erything there. They attended 

classes with their companions. After the classes, they 
returned to their kutiyas, engaged in their prayer, 
study, and other programmes. Father Vineeth, along 
with these brothers, was experimenting ashram life-
style in the Dharmaram campus and, later, it was ex-
panded into Vidyavanam Ashram, which he founded 
in Bengaluru. 

Those who took ‘electives’ with Father Vineeth vis-

Jossy Maria CMC, Dehradun
An Integrated Sannyasi

ited him in his kutiya to discuss about the subject or to 
submit the assignments, etc. I saw there a high-think-
ing philosopher with a simple lifestyle. I had taken an 
elective course on ‘Theology of Religious Life’. Later, 
he published his talks on religious life with the title 
Call to Integration. I still remember our discussions on 
the challenges of religious community life. His empha-
sis was on the need of the religious developing new 
qualities of the heart towards life in their inter-per-
sonal relationship that would enable them to live as 
fruitful members in a community. He proved himself 
as an integrated Sannyasi. 

Since I was a young junior sister on those days, his 
thoughts on community life attracted me very much 
and it enabled me to discover and decipher the vibra-
tions of the heart. I am sure that he was guiding those 
Brothers who were in the kutiyas towards the dynamics 
and dimensions of religious life at the level of the heart. 
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He used to tell that it needs courage, de-
termination, readiness to face challenges 
and crises in religious life. 

I was in the first batch of Sisters who 
joined Dharmaram for theology stud-
ies (BTh) in 1976. I still remember the 
apprehensions of the bishops of Ker-
ala and their comments regarding the 
Sisters joining theology classes along 
with Brothers. They lavished negative 
comments on the CMIs as well, which 
created a kind of nervousness or un-
easiness in the class and in the whole 
campus. I gladly remember that Father 
Vineeth had an extraordinary internal 
freedom in relating with us Sisters. There was an air 
of freedom and self-determination in his way of relat-
ing with us. I have experienced it more when I visited 
his Vidyavanam Ashram. He took me around, spoke 
with full interest and explained his ashram philosophy. 
I could see for myself that he lived there what he had 
instructed us in the classroom.

Father Johny Manavalan and Swami Sadananda, 
who were among the ashramites in the kutiyas of Dhar-
maram campus, extended their ashram life in their 
mission areas and now in heaven: may they have per-
fect and blissful ashram experience along with their 
guru, Father Vineeth!
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Father Vineeth – the name 
was familiar from some 
brief interactions with the 

senior scholastics. Definitely, it 
was all about classes and view-
points, and the picture, though 
incoherent, did not come about 
very positively. But on arrival 
in Dharmaram College, and 
having ‘encountered’ Father 

Vineeth through the various ko-
sas – from annamaya to anandamaya – though initially 
appearing only as mere sheaths (kosas) or just about the 
circles to be drawn to indicate them, so as to scrape 
through the tests, in the span of less than a year, he 
appeared and appealed to me, cutting through those 
sheaths, in the process he always loved to enunciate 
– that of alathea – as a guru showing the path; having a 
philosophy and theology of one’s own – as he would intro-
duce the word to us: Weltenshauung, with a profound 
awareness of the world around (modern and western), 

Prasant Palakkappillil CMI,  Former Principal, SH College, Kochi
Vineeth, but Assertive: A Guru Opening the World Beyond Your Horizon

but undoubtedly and proudly Indian. That encounter 
was a sufficient lesson to beware of prejudices against 
individuals.

He was critical of the systems – religious or politi-
cal, including the one that the west-dominated Church 
defended, while being faithful to Jesus in a creative 
fashion. The worlds he opened to us through Kabir 
and Fakir – of dogma versus mysticism, of revelation 
through avarana and vikshepa, and the fascinating con-
cepts of maya and lila – have made a profound impression 
regarding another world of understanding the world, as a 
possibility – though, unfortunately, which still remains a 
possibility at the best! Among the few books I carry around 
is his thin, but helpful volume: Foundations of World Vision. 

I deem it a great privilege that he had the confidence 
to share with me his dreams of an ashram, which came 
to be a reality at a later stage – I consider it a great loss 
that I was not able to visit him while he was guiding 
the ashram!
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With deep sorrow let me 
offer my sincere con-
dolences and prayers. 

He was an exceptional and rare 
gift to the CMI Congregation and 
the universal Church. Never we 
get bored when we listened to 
him. Fr. Vineeth was one of the 
greatest souls who understood 
the true meaning of Vatican II’s 

invitation for inculturation. From 
his presence I developed my personality and thoughts. 

Anto Amarnad Chittilappilly CMI
Gentle and Sincere Person

I sensed a thrill in him when he tried to expose the 
Christian faith in Indian terms – successfully ‘integrat-
ing’ and ‘contextualising’ the Gospel. When he was 
narrating his success in doing the same with platforms 
beyond the borders, he exhibited a childlike enthusiasm. 

Like Eklavya, I have taken him for my guru, though 
I have not really tested my skills in his domain. Past 
two or three years, it had been at the back of my mind 

that I should visit him and meet with him, and I was 
indeed hoping to do so, when the news came of his de-
parture, even depriving me of the opportunity to pay 
homage to his mortal remains.

I salute him, quoting from subhashita ratnani: “That 
indeed there is no fear of (from) old age or death in 
(his) body of fame, for he has found a place eternal in 
our minds like the great poets.” 

My music got new divine wings when I composed his 
lyrics. I composed Khristu Sahasranama Namam because 
of him. The best bhajans I composed were on his pro-
found lyrics. Gentle and sincere were his person and 
you can depend on him. When he bids farewell, our 
inner space is empty! Of course, his lovely meditations 
and hymns will make him alive amidst us. The Lord 
will rejoice at his presence in heaven. We have a sure 
intercessor in him. He was a devotee of Saint Teresa of 
Lisieux and he would, like his patroness, send heav-
enly petals of blessings! My deep condolences!
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At the outset, let me sa-
lute Fr. Francis Vineeth 
CMI, my guru, a great 

philosopher-theologian turned 
mystic, one of the pioneers and 
towering figures of the Indian 
Christian theology and contex-
tual theology. My memories go 
back to 1975, when he taught 
us philosophy, especially Meta-

physics. Students used to admire 
and appreciate the intuitive and inquisitive mind of Fr. 
Vineeth. 

I wish to share a topic which is less known to many 
of us: the prophetic intervention of Fr. Vineeth through 
his erudite presentation on a very sensitive topic of 
those days, the inter-ecclesial relations in India. Indian 
Theological Association (ITA) had its annual meeting 
in 1982 in Mumbai during 22-24 October on the topic 
Reconciliation in India. Fr. Vineeth presented a paper ti-
tled The Struggle for Justice in the Church and the Call for 

Francis Thonippara CMI,   Dharmaram College, Bengaluru 
Courageous and Prophetic 

Reconciliation. The context of the presentation was that 
the Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches were 
denied proper pastoral care in their ecclesial traditions 
and also were not allowed to undertake missionary 
enterprises. Indian territory was claimed to be the 
territory of the Latin Church except 0.47% of the total 
territory. Only on 9 October 2017, through the historic 
letter of Pope Francis to the Indian Catholic bishops, 
this restriction was removed. 

Fr. Vineeth, in his presentation at the ITA, challenged 
the injustice faced by the Eastern Catholic Churches 
in India. Quoting the teachings of the Second Vatican 
Council and other Magisterial teachings, Fr. Vineeth 
explained the scandalous and unjust ecclesial situation 
in India. Not many ITA members expected such a chal-
lenging intervention from Fr. Vineeth, a soft-spoken 
philosopher-theologian. He had to face strong criti-
cisms from the seminar floor and from different cor-
ners. Some even approached the editor not to include 
his paper in the publication of the proceedings of the 
ITA meeting. However, Fr. Kuncheria Pathil, ITA Sec-
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retary and editor of the book, included it in the book 
entitled Reconciliation in India, published by St. Paul’s 
Publications, Bombay. 

In response to the requests from different quarters, 
Dharmaram Publications in 1983 published this paper 
in a booklet form under the title Justice and Reconcilia-
tion: The Sad but Living Story of a Church in Fetters, along 
with an additional preface and a few church docu-
ments. It is worth quoting the courageous statement 
of Fr. Vineeth: “If the Latin Church wants to be really 
Indian, the first thing it has to do is to give up the de-
sire for domination over the Orientals, because it is an 
offshoot and a still lingering remnant of Western co-
lonialism.” Many of his friends told him that this way 

of writing would make him unpopular and unaccept-
able in many circles. This writing was much against 
his own natural liking and way of writing. Fr. Vineeth, 
being a just man, was compelled to write against an 
unjust system. The Catholic Bishops Conference of In-
dia (CBCI), in its meeting in Mumbai in 1983, made 
note of this prophetic intervention of Fr. Vineeth and 
in the future inter-ecclesial relations this paper played 
a very positive role, of course, besides many other fac-
tors. The autonomy and self-rule which the Syro-Mal-
abar Church enjoys today is also due to the timely in-
tervention of Fr. Vineeth. Therefore, the Syro-Malabar 
Church should be immensely grateful to Fr. Vineeth 
for his courageous and prophetic intervention. 

Paulson Veliyannoor CMF, Spain
A Gentle and Kind Soul

Condolences on the passing of Fr. Vineeth. I was lucky to study under him in 
my philosophy years, and specially to have him as the guide for my BPh the-

sis. Such a gentle, kind soul. Fr. Saju, I know you had a profound relationship with 
him. May his soul rest in peace!
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I am a privileged student of 
Father Vineeth. ‘Privileged’ 
because even to this day, I 

count him as one of three fore-
most inspirations that shaped 
the teacher in me. More than 
bookish wisdom, he carried in-
spiration into the lecture halls. In 
explaining difficult philosophi-
cal concepts, he would artfully 

give a creative twist to words and 
to everyday examples of life. It was like Moses hitting 
the rock with his staff, letting the spring gush out. De-
cades have gone by after those lectures. But the steady 
flow of new meanings and inspirations from those 
words and examples has not ceased. (By the way, the 
other two inspirations are Father Thomas Kochumut-
tom, for his ingenuity in presenting the most difficult 
philosophical topics in the simplest forms, and Arch-
bishop Antony Kariyil, for his clarity of articulation).

Ever since my first tryst with philosophy in the 

George Kulangara CMI, rector, Darsana, Wardha
A Philosopher Par Excellence!

1980s, when the word ‘virtual’ had not become a com-
mon parlance as now, the comment that I repeatedly 
heard about Father Vineeth was that he was a man, 
who lived in the virtual world of ideas and fantasies. 
Later, I realized that the comments were based on a 
cursory reading of Father Vineeth. True, he lived and 
moved in a sphere different from the one we, the aam 
aadmi engaged. The spheres were not separated phys-
ically though. While we, aam aadmi, engaged the pe-
ripherals, Father Vineeth went for the core. He sched-
uled no time for small talks and gossips, found no 
charm in the glossy and glittery of the big. A man of 
deep mindfulness and presence, he felt wonder at the 
beauty and grandeur in the common and ordinary. He 
modelled himself on the Guru of the Gospels: Jesus sat 
in some farmer’s farm. The farmer reaped corns and 
cereals. Jesus, sitting in the same farm, reminded the 
farmer that he had left the best unharvested – the trea-
sures of the Kingdom that were all over his farm. 

Father Vineeth was a complete philosopher: in his 
body, mind, and soul. The sense of wonder flashed in 
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In 1978, while I was doing my 
second year philosophy stud-

ies in Dharmaram College, Ban-
galore, six of us CMI Scholastics, 
including me, ventured ‘Sim-
ple Life’ in huts made by our 
group in Dharmaram campus. 
Fr. Vineeth was our mentor and 
Master. Every day, after sup-
per, he used to share inspiring 

stories of his life and we enjoyed 
his presence and ideas. He taught us various subjects 
in philosophy as well as theology. It was very original 

Shepherd Thelappilly CMI, Chavara Bhavan, Khairi, Narsinghpur 
Mentor and Master

and creative classes which I cherish for a lifetime.

After my ordination, in 1986, I was working in Sagar 
Diocese. In 1987, when I was informed that Fr. Vineeth 
was coming to Poornodaya in Bhopal for giving a re-
treat, I gave my name immediately to participate in it. 
I learnt lot of things to be a good retreat preacher from 
Fr. Vineeth and I am indebted to him. He gave me 
courage to be an inspiring speaker. His thoughts are 
still fresh in my consciousness and I am happy to be 
one of his disciples. The legacy of Fr. Francis Vineeth 
will surely be continued through his disciples. Let us 
enumerate good and practical values from this immor-
tal soul. Let good Lord Jesus grand him eternal rest!

his eyes, innocent smile on his face, and deep silence of 
his tongue – all these showed that he had his finger on 
the pulse of the treasure. 

 He carried his childlike innocence even to the up-
per circles of the society.

  He erased the gap between the wonder of philoso-
phy and the ecstasy of mystical experience. 

  He rendered credibility to the virtual, firmly 
founding it on the real. 

  He made his life a synonym for nobility, simplicity, 
and beauty combined. 

 Father Vineeth, indeed, was a philosopher par ex-
cellence!

95



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

Navya Maria CMC, Provincial, Pavanatma Province, Kothamangalam

ÇVNÞøÞÎßæa ÖÞLÄÏíAßÃ 
BßÏ ²øá ÕßÖái ¼àÕßÄJßæa 
³VNµZ ¥ÏÕßùAÞX ²øá Öß×c 
®K ÈßÜÏíAí ¾ÞX ÄáÈßÏæG... 
ÈÞÎ¢ çÉÞæÜ ÄæK ÕßÈàÄÈÞ 
æÏÞøá ¦ºÞøcX... ÈßÖÌíÆÄæÏ 
ØíçÈÙßºî ØÈcÞØÕøcX. Öß×cØ 
ÎâÙæJ ²øáçÉÞæÜ µøáÄáK 
·áøáÍâÄX... ¥ÄÞÏßøáKá ¾BZ 
Aí dÉßÏæMG ÕßÈàÄºîX. ²ºîMÞ¿áµ 
{ßÜï, ÌÙ{B{ßÜï. ÖÞLÎÞÏßøá 
Ká ¦ ØÞKßic¢; ª×íÎ{ÎÞÏßøá 

Ká ¦ ÕcµñßÄb¢; ¦ÂcÄb¢ ÈßùEÄÞÏßøáKá ¥ æÉøá 
ÎÞx¢... ÕÝßçÏÞøB{ßÜá¢, µïÞØíÎáùßµ{ßÜá¢ µIáÎáGá 
çOÞZ ÜÞ{ßÄcJßæa, ØÞçÙÞÆøcJßæa, µøáÄÜßæa 
ØíËáÜß¢·BZ ¯ÕVAá¢ ¥ÈáÍçÕÆcÎÞÏßøáKá. 
©UßW ¼bÜßºîá ÈßÜíAáK èÆÕØíçÈÙÞoßÏßWÈßKá¢ 
©¿æÜ¿áAáK ÕÞAáµZ æÄÞ¿ÞJ ¼àÕßÄB{ßÜï. 
È¿Ká ÈàBßÏ ÕàÅßµ{ßW, ¥çÈµ¢ ¼ÈÙãÆÏB{ßW 
ØíÅÞÈ¢ Éß¿ßºî ¦ ÇÈcÞvÞÕßæÈ ²øá ØádÉÍÞÄJßW 
È¿K ÎÞxB{ÞÏßøáKßÜï çdÖ×ÀÈÞAßÏÄí; Îùßºîí, ºßG 
ÏÞÏ ¼àÕßÄ dµÎB{ßÜâæ¿ ØbÞÏJÎÞAßÏÄÞÃí, øâÉ 
æM¿áJßÏÄÞÃÄí.

²øá ÄÞÉØÕøcæa ÉÞÆÎádÆµZ

ÕßÖái ºÞÕù µáøcÞçAÞØí ¯ÜßÏÞØí ÉßÄÞÕí 
ØbÉíÈ¢ µI ²øá èÕÆßµX ¦øÞÏßøßAÃæÎKí Äæa 
¼àÕßÄ¢æµÞIí dÉç¸Þ×ßºîÕÈÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîX. ºÞÕù 
Ïºîæa ØbÉíÈØÞfÞÄíAÞøÎÞÏ ‘çÌØí ùìÎ’ ®K 
ÆVÖÈ¢ ÕßÆcÞÕÈJßæa ØíÅÞÉÈJßW ÕßÈàÄºîX 
ÉâVJßÏÞAß. ÆàV¸ÎÃßAâùáµZ ØdµÞøßÏíAáÎáXÉßW 
ÄÉ¢ æºÏíÄ ØíÅÞÉµÉßÄÞÕßæa ¦vÆVÖÈBZ 
¯xáÕÞBß øÞdÄßÏáæ¿ ÈàIÏÞÎBZ ¥ZJÞøÏíAøßµß 
ÜßøßAÞX Äæa ÕcÄcØñÎÞÏ ©JøÕÞÆßÄbBZ ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîæÈ Ä¿TæM¿áJßÏßÜïÞæÏKÄí ØÙèÕÆàµøßW 
ÈßKá¢ ÉÜçMÞÝÞÏß çµGßGáIí. §Äßæa ÌÙßVØíËáøÃ 
B{ÞÏßøáKá ¦ºîæa çdÖ×íÀ ÉìçøÞÙßÄcJßæa 
ÉßKÞOáùB{ßæÜ ºÞÜµÖµñß. ºÞÕù ÉßÄÞÕßæÈçMÞæÜ 
²øá Íµñ_µVNçÏÞ·ßÏÞµÞX ¦d·Ùßºî ÕßÈàÄºîæa 
¼àÕßÄJßW ¥Äí ØÞfÞÄíµãÄÎÞµáµÏÞÏßøáKá. ÈzÏá 
U ÈÜï ÖàÜBZ èµÎáÄÜÞAßÏ ̈  ¦ºÞøc çdÖ×íÀX 
Äæa ÉìçøÞÙßÄc¼àÕßÄJßÜá¿Èà{¢ èÆÕ¼ÈJßæa 
¦ÕÖcB{ßW Ø¢ÜÍcÈÞÏßøáKá. ¥ÍßÎÞÈßAÞçÈæùÏá 
æICßÜá¢ ØñáÄßµ{áæ¿ ÎicJßÜá¢ ÕÜßMJßæÜ æºùáM¢  
µæIJßÏ ²øá ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏ èÕÆßµX ¥çgÙJß 
æa ÉìçøÞÙßÄcJßW ÎùEßøßMáIÞÏßøáKá. 
®{ßÎæÏK ÉáÃc¢ ÏÅÞVj ¦icÞvßµÄÏáæ¿ Îá¶ÎádÆ 
ÏÞæÃKí Äæa ¼àÕßÄJßÜâæ¿ ¥ºîX æÄ{ßÏßºîá.
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Fr. Joy Kolengaden CMI, Mannuthy, Thrissur

ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîæa ÙãÆÏJßW 
µJß¼bÜßºîáÈßK ²øá ÕßµÞøÎÞÏß 
øáKá d·àAí çùÞÎÞØ¢ØíAÞøJß 
Üâæ¿ §ùBßÕK µçJÞÜßAÞØÍ, 
ÍÞøÄØ¢ØíµÞøJßÜâæ¿Ïá¢ µ¿ 
KáÕøÃ¢. ÏáÕÄbJßæa µÞÜ¸ 
GJßW µáæùæÏÞæA ÕßÎVÖÈÞv 
µÄÏßÜâæ¿ È¿Ká ÈàçBIßÕKß 
GáIí ÕßÈàÄºîÈí ÈNáæ¿ ÉßÄÞA 
zÞøáæ¿ ÍÞøÄàÏ Ø¢ØíµÞøçJÞ 
¿áU ÕßÖÞÜÎçÈÞÍÞÕAáùÕí 

ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ÖøßAá¢ çÕÆÈßMßºîßGáIí ®KÞÃí ®æa 
Éf¢. ¦øÞÇÈ, ØÄc¢, ØíçÈÙ¢, ÜÞ{ßÄc¢ ¼àÕßÄJßW 
ÈßKí çÕVÄßøßAÞX ØÞÇßAÞJÕßÇ¢ §¿ÉÝµßÏ 
¼àÕßÄøàÄßÏÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîæaÄí. dÉçÄcµ 
ØÎÏBZ ²Ká¢ Éøß·ÃßAÞæÄ ¯Äá ØÎÏJá¢ 

ÕßÎVÖÈÞvµÄÏá¢ ÕßÖÞÜÎçÈÞÍÞÕÕá¢

µcÞOØßÜâæ¿ È¿Ká ÈàBáK ÕßÈàÄºîæa ºßdÄ¢ 
§Ká¢ ®æa ÎÈTßW Éºîæµ¿ÞæÄ §KæÜæÏK 
ÕH¢ ÈßùEá ÈßÜíAáKá. ÕcÄcØíÄÎÞÏ çÕ×¢... 
¦VÍÞ¿B{ßÜï, ¦øÕB{ßÜï, ¦ ÉÆºÜÈBZ çÉÞÜá¢ 
²øá ÄÞÉØÕøcæa ÉÞÆÎádÆµ{ÞÏß ¥ÈáÍÕæMGá. 
µâæ¿ È¿K µâ¿MßùMáµZAá¢ Öß×c·ÃJßÈá¢ ®ÜïÞ 

dÉßÏæMGÕVAá¢ ³VNßAáÕÞX §×í¿¢ çÄÞKáK 
²øá Éß¿ß ÈÜï ³VNµ{á¢, µIáÉÀßAáÕÞX ²øá 
ÉÞ¿í ÎÞÄãµµ{á¢ ÌÞAßÕºîí ¦ºÞøcÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX 
ÏÞdÄÏÞÏß. ¦vàÏÄÏáæ¿ ÈßÜÕùÏÞÏ ¦ Õwc·á 
øáÕßæa ÈzÈßùE ¼àÕßÄJßÈáÎáOßW dÉÃÞ 
ÎÎVMßAÞ¢. 

dÉÞVjÈAá¢ ÇcÞÈJßÈá¢ çÏÖáÕáÎÞÏß ²Ká çºøÜßÈá¢ 
ºßÜÕÝßºîÄßæa æÉÞøáZ ¥ÄÞÃí. ØÄc¢ ¥ÜïÞJÄí 
¦øáæ¿ ÍÞ·JáÈßKá¢ µIÞÜá¢ ÕÜßÏ ÕßÜæµÞ¿áJá 
®ÄßVJßøáKá. ØíçÈÙ¢ µJß¼bÜßºîáæµÞIÞÃí ¯Äí 
ÉÞÕæMGÕÈá¢ ®ÄßæøÏáU ¥ÈàÄßæAÄßæø çÉÞøÞ¿ß 
ÏßøáKÄí. ¼àÕßÄ¢ Ü{ßÄÎÞÏßøáKá. ¾ÞX ÉÜçøÞ¿á¢ µâ¿ß 
ÕÜßÏ çÙÞGÜáµ{ßW µÏùß §ùBÞX ¥ÕØø¢ µßGßÏßGá 
Ií. ®KÞW ÕßÈàÄºîæa µâæ¿ ¥BæÈÏáU ¥ÕØø 
BZ ÄGáµ¿µZ ¦ÏßøáKá. ¥Äí ¼àÕßÄÞÕØÞÈ¢Õæø 
çÈÞAßµÞÃÞÈá¢ ØÞÇßºîßGáIí. ÍfÃ¢ µÝßAáçOÞZ 
çÉïxßW ²øá æºùßÏ çÕØíxíçÉÞÜá¢ µÞÃÞXØÞÇßAáµÏßÜï. 
¥dÄÏá¢ ÕãJßÏá¢ æÕ¿ßMá¢ ÜÞ{ßÄcÕá¢ ©IÞÏßøáKá. 
ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄJßçÜAí ¦ÝíKßùBß ÉÀßAáÕÞX 
³çøÞøáJøáæ¿Ïá¢ æÎçT¼áµZ ØÙÞÏßAæG ®KÞÃí 
®æa dÉÞVjÈ. ¦ÆøÞ¾Þ¼ÜßµZ...
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Babu Thattil CMI,  Madurai

ºßÜ ³VNµZAí ÎøÃÎßÜï. 
µÞÜ¢ µÝßÏáçLÞùá¢ ¥Äí ·ÄµÞ 
ÜØíÎøÃµ{ÞÏß µâ¿áÄW æÄ{ßÎ 
çÏÞæ¿ ÎçÈÞÎáµáøJßW ÈßÜæµÞ 
Uá¢. ®æa èÕÆßµÉøßÖàÜÈ 
µÞÜ¸GJßW ¯æù ØbÞÇàÈßºî 
Õcµñßµ{ßW ÎáXÉLßÏßW ÈßWAá 
KÄí ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄí Õ¿çA 
JÜÏºîÈÞÃí ®Kí ÉùÏáKÄßW 
¥ÍßÎÞÈÎáIí.å1983: §LcÏáæ¿ 
dµßAxí ºøßdÄ¢ ØbVHÜßÉßµ{ßW 
®ÝáÄßÕºî ÕV×¢. ¦ ÕV×ÎÞÃí 

ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¦ÆcÎÞÏß µÞÃáKÄí. ®WÄá 
øáJí æØaí ÌVAáÎÞXØí èÎÈV æØÎßÈÞøßÏßW dÉàÁßd·ß 
ÉÀÈµÞÜ¢: ²øá ØÞÏ¢ØtcÏßW µ{ßÏá¢ µá{ßÏá¢ µÝßEí 
ÉÀÈJßW ®ÜïÞÕøá¢ ÎáÝáµßÏßøßAáçOÞZ æùµí¿V ç¼ÞØí 
æÉÜïßçÛøßÏºîX ²øùßÏßMáÎÞÏß ÕKá: ÌÞ¢·ïâVÇVNÞøÞ¢ 
çµÞç{¼ßæÜ øIí dÉÇÞÈæMG ædÉÞËØVÎÞV ÈßBæ{ 
µÞÃÞX ÕøáKáIí; çÕ·¢ ÄÏîÞùÞµÃ¢. ¦ øIí çÉøßW ²øÞZ 
ÕßÈàÄºîÈÞÏßøáKá. ¥Kí ¥çgÙæJ ÉøßºÏæM¿áJßæµÞIí 
æùµí¿ùºîX ÉùÏáµÏáIÞÏß, çÉøí çÉÞæÜÄæK ÕßÈàÄ 
ÈÞÏ, ÈÜï ÎÈá×cÄbÎáU Õcµñß.øIí PhDµZAí ©¿ÎÏÞæÃ 
CßÜá¢ ‘¥Ù¢’ ®K ÍÞÕÎßæÜïKÄÞÃí ¯xÕá¢ ÕÜßÏ Èz. 

¥çÄ, ¥ÙæÎK ÍÞÕÎßÜïÞJ, ÎÈá×cØbÍÞÕ¢ 

ÉáÝáÕßæÈ ÉâOÞxÏÞAßÏ ÎÞdLßµX

Äá{áOáK ²øá ØÞfÞW ÕßÈàÄÍÞÕX, çÎøàÆÞØX, 
µÞÜJßÈí ¥ÄàÄÎÞÏ ºßLµ{áU ÄÞÄbßµX, èÆÕÕßÖbÞ 
ØÎáU èÆÕÖÞdØñ¼í¾X. ÉßKà¿í 1986W ËßçÜÞØËß 
ÉÀÈµÞÜ¢ Äá¿Bß ¥¿áJí ÉøßºÏæM¿ÞX ÍÞ·cÎáIÞÏß. 
øIí ÕV×JßÜÇßµ¢ ¥çgÙJßæa æØdµGùßçÏÞ 
ÎáùßAÞøçÈÞ ²æAÏÞÏß Õ{æø ¥¿áJí §¿ÉÝµÞÈá¢ ¥çgÙ 
æJ çØÕßAÞÈá¢ §¿ÕKá. ¥Äí ·áøá_Öß×c ÌtçJ 
AÞZ ØáÙãÄí ÌtJßçÜAí Õ{VKá. ¥ÄáæµÞIÞ 
µÃ¢ 1996W ®æa ÉìçøÞÙßÄc ØbàµøÃJßÈáçÖ×¢ 
ÕßÆcÞÕÈJßW ²ø¢·ÎÞÏß ®æK ÜÍßAÃæÎKí ¥çgÙ¢ 
¯æù ¦d·ÙßºîÄá¢ ¥ÄßÈÞÏß ØNVg¢ æºÜáJßÏÄá¢. 
®CßÜá¢ ÕßÇß ÎæxÞKÞÏßøáKá. ¦ ØbÉíÈ¢ èÆÕ¢ 
ØÞÇßºîí ÄKÄí 2019W ¥çgÙJßæa ¥ØÞKßicJßÜÞ 
ÏßøáKá. èÕµß ÕK ²øá ÎÞxÎÞÏßøáæKCßÜá¢ ¥Äí 
¥çgÙæJ Õ{æø ¥Çßµ¢ ØçLÞ×ßMßºîßøáKá. ÎHáJß 
ÏßæÜ ÕßdÖÎ ¼àÕßÄµÞÜJí µÞÃÞÈß¿ÕKçMÞæÝÞæA 
¦ ØçLÞ×¢ ¥çgÙ¢ dÉµ¿ßMßAáµÏá¢åæºÏñßøáKá. 
®KßæÜ ®ÝáJáµÞøæÈ (®KßæÜ ÎÞdÄÎÜï, Îxí ÉÜøß 
çÜÏá¢) çdÉÞÄíØÞÙßMßAáKÄßW dÉçÄcµ ÄÞWÉøc¢ 
¥çgÙ¢ dÉµ¿ßMßºîßøáKá. ÉÀÈµÞÜJíÄæK dÉØßiàµ 
øßºî ®æa ¦Æcd·sÎÞÏ ‘ÇcÞÈçÏÞ·ß’Ïáæ¿ (çÉÞøâAø 
çÄÞÎÞ ÎÜíÉÞæa ¼àÕºøßdÄ¢) ØÞfÞWAÞøJßÈí  ÕßÈà 
ÄºîX dÉµ¿ßMßºî ÄÞÜíÉøcÕá¢ ÈÜíµßÏ çdÉÞÄíØÞ 
ÙÈÕá¢ æºùáÄÜï. ËßçÜÞØËß ÉÀÈ ÍÞ·ÎÞÏß ®ÝáÄßÏ 
thesis guide æºÏñÄá¢ ¥çgÙÎÞÏßøáKá. 
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2014W dÉØßiàµøßºî ‘§øá{ßÈáÎáIí µÅ ÉùÏÞX’ 
®K ÉáØñµJßæa ÎÞÈáØídµßÉíxí ÕÞÏßAÞÈß¿ÕK 
¥çgÙ¢ ¥Äßæa èÖÜß ̄ æù §×í¿æÉGÄßÈÞW ©¿æÈ 
ÄæK ¥ÄßÈáU ‘dÉçÕÖßµ’ ®ÝáÄßæµÞIÞÃí ¥ÍßÈwÈ 
BZ ¥ùßÏßºîÄá¢: ¥Äí ®æK ¯æù ¥qáÄæM¿áJß. 
§BæÈ ®dÄçÏÞ çdÉÞÄíØÞÙÈBZ ÏÞæÄÞøá ÉßÖáAá 
ÎßÜïÞæÄ ÄKßøßAáKá!

§Äí ®æa ÎÞdÄ¢ ¥ÈáÍÕÎÞÏßøßAßæÜïKí ÄàVºîÏÞÃí. 

çdÉÞÄíØÞÙßMßAæMGÕøá¢ Õ{VKÕøá¢ ÈßøÕÇßÏÞÃí. ¥Õ 
øßW ØbLÎÞÏß ²øá ¼àÕßÄÎáIÞÏÕøá¢ ©Ií. ÎøßÏÍ 
µñÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX ØbVPJßW èÆÕÎÞÄãØKß 
ÇßÏßÜßøáKí çdÉÞÄíØÞÙÈB{áæ¿ ÉÈßÈàV ÉâAZ ÈÎá 
AÞÏß ÕV×ßAáæÎKÄßW Ø¢ÖÏÎßÜï. ØíçÈÙ¢ ÈßùE 
ÕßÈàÄºîÞ, ®KßæÜ ®ÝáJáµÞøæÈ µæIJßÏÄßÈí, Õ{V 
JßÏÄßÈí, ²øá ÉÞ¿í ØíçÈÙ¢ ÄKÄßÈí, ¥ùßÕí ÉµVKá 
ÄKÄßÈí... ®ÜïÞJßÈá¢ Èwß, ÕÞAáµZAÄàÄÎÞÏÈwß.

To be authentic on spiri-
tual and theological mat-
ters, it requires a genuine, 

soulful, and clear vision on life. 
It is said that people who have 
deep knowledge will be humble 
enough to depict themselves as 
they do not know anything. Being 
innocent in heart and mind, being 
strong in thought, being calm in 

situations, being prudent in decid-

Lintesh Antony Vellapady CMI,  Bharathamatha, Palakkad
 A Spiritual and Mystical Genius

ing, and being pleasant to others are all the indicators of 
how a human should be humane.

The above adjectives match with Father Vineeth not 
only because he was intelligent, but also he was really 
humane. I was always surprised and inspired by the way 
he was. No matter what height he was placed among in-
tellectuals and theologians, he was as simple as a fresher 
to know something new. The memories he left for us will 
always be cherished. The kind of freshness that he had 
in the 'evenings of his life' was the same as it was in his 
young days. He left, making us not leave him!
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As a man of cultural refine-
ment and spiritual en-
lightenment, Fr. Vineeth 

has impressed me from the early 
years of my life. His openness to 
the world of wisdom enabled 
him to receive from all streams 
of thought and helped him to 
nurture a holistic vision of spir-
ituality and religiosity to make 

the essential Christian spiritual vision convincing and 
attractive. His source was, no doubt, Jesus and the 
Gospel, but he employed the immense resources of In-
dian wisdom to make the message and values of Jesus 
flow profusely in the Indian soil, through his theologi-
cal and spiritual approach of inter-religiosity. 

Fr. Vineeth held his head high among the great 
spiritual scholars and masters of Dharmaram College 
Bengaluru in the post-Vatican II times. I deem it my 
great fortune to be in Dharmaram during those times 
to learn from Masters like Fr. Vineeth. He used to carry 
us along in the ceaseless flow of his thoughts and in-

Sebastian Elavathingal CMI, Bhopal
A Life of Integration

spirations, which always presented to the listeners a 
holistic world-view. A spiritual life of integration was 
his consistent theme. While explaining the techniques of 
integration, he employed images from Indian spiritual 
traditions as additional resources to enlighten the Bibli-
cal wisdom. He did not find any impropriety in seeing 
Jesus the Rabbi as Jesus the Guru. He could understand 
the message of Jesus in the categories of Indian wisdom, 
which he effectively shared to his students.

For example, to explain the spirituality of self-inte-
gration, he used to employ the “panchakosha” theory of 
Consciousness layers in the Taittiriya Upanishad which 
came handy to him to drive home the notion of inte-
gration. For me, his message came from the core of his 
own Anandamaya layer of Consciousness. In this de-
piction I have tried to show this idea graphically. He 
attained the integration of all the five layers of Con-
sciousness in his person

Fr. Vineeth has been faithful to his call and has made 
use of his talents to multiply it through his innumer-
able disciples. Now he has received his reward being 
invited to “enter into the joy of his master” (Mt 25:23).
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When I was doing my 
philosophy studies, 
Fr. Vineeth was a 

Dharma Acharya for me. He was 
an Acharya who was teaching us 
dharma and living his life with 
the dharma he thought. Using 
simple English vocabulary in 
the class, he made us more com-
fortable in learning philosophy. 

That understanding helped us to go deep into the 
philosophical thoughts which he implied in his own 
books. He had given a lot of freedom to our immature 
thoughts and enormously encouraged our creative 
ideas. We all unanimously had admired the vineethab-
hava in his personal life. 

When I was doing theology, I met him in Vidyava-
nam Ashram. Then, Fr. Vineeth was a Sannyasa Guru 
for me. Really, I could see a transformation in him 
from a teacher to a Guruji. He was living what he 
taught. We had wondered and were inspired by see-

Joice Elavathingal CMI, Christ Academy, Bengaluru
The Holy river Carrying a Smile on Others

ing the simple life of Guruji, working in the garden, 
washing the vessels, and spending a long time in front 
of the tabernacle. He was a courageous sannyasi to take 
all the troubles and challenges in the starting period 
of Vidyavanam Ashram. His enthusiasm and commit-
ment gathered many people to the ashram for experi-
encing an ashram life and peace of mind. Still remem-
bering the smiling face amid the total insecurity that 
the Ashramites had experienced those years. 

After my ordination and studies when I came to 
Hullhalli, Begur, again I visited Fr. Vineeth at Vidya-
vanam Ashram. Then, Fr. Vineeth was like my be-
loved father. I became a frequent visitor of the ashram. 
I used to listen to the long conversations of Fr. Vineeth. 
It was very interesting and relaxing to spend time with 
him. I became very close to him. I was enriched with 
Indian spirituality, the lessons of harmony and coex-
istence. Since those subjects were very passionate to 
me, I was a keen listener to him. The closeness to na-
ture, the rhythm, and dharma of the Mother Nature 
had given a harmonious vibration into my heart. His 
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wisdom from these green woods had led me to the 
path of green school projects. The way he explained 
the church history and the theological talks from his 
mouth were so impressive to remember till today. The 
icons in the chapel had been explained to me more the 
twenty times. Each time he was expressing different 
spiritual and philosophical meanings to those icons. 
Looking at his enthusiasm in explaining, I experienced 
a living presence or a life in those holy icons. 

Today, when I reflect on him, I consider him as a 
Holy River which was flowing calmly among the peo-
ple by giving spiritual energy and smile to each and 
every one whom he met in his journey of life. The wis-

dom had flowed from him like a spring. There was a 
soothing feeling in our mind when we were immersed 
in his meditations. He never hurt anyone’s feelings; 
instead, he respected everyone: he respected nature, 
religions, people, nations, cultures, and languages. 
He had given equal importance to all those who as-
sociated with him. He expressed his ‘real’. Purity in 
mind and thought, innocence, and sincerity were his 
hallmarks. There was a uniqueness in himself and his 
thoughts. He was an open-minded person who was ac-
cepting everyone without any discrimination – men or 
women, poor or rich. Pranaamam to my Dharma Acha-
rya, my Guruji, my beloved father, and, above all, ‘the 
life-giving stream that is flowing through my heart’.

Only once I met Fr. Vineeth in Divyodaya. It was in 1993 when Fr. Thomas Cheeran 
was the director. Fr. Vineeth spoke on happiness and harmony. Inner harmony 
within oneself can be possible through various means. Meditation shifts the brain 

waves from beta level to alpha level and thereby calms the mind. Harmony in individu-
als evolves to social harmony. One cannot work for peace when he is not happy within 
himself. This was the essence of Fr. Vineeth’s speech which inspired me a lot. Though 28 
years have already passed, still the thought he triggered lingers in my memory. Thanks, 
Divyodaya!

Murali Krishnan, Coimbatore
(Yoga Teacher and Former Youth Member of Divyodaya)

Peace with Oneself and Harmony
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With deep sorrow we 
heard about the peace-
ful rest of Father 

Francis Vineeth CMI. He was a 
man of integrity, commitment, 
and deep spiritual experience. 
He was rooted in the well-
springs of the Indian spiritual 
treasures, and gave expression 
to his convictions by his ashram 
way of life. His memory will live 

on in the minds of scholars, theologians, students and 
consecrated religious who have experienced his fine 
personality and the elegance of his spirituality.

It was in 1980 that I had the opportunity to meet 
Father Francis Vineeth CMI, a great scholar and a man 
who deeply lived his commitment as a genuine Indian 
spiritual seeker. Words can never fully express how 
much someone means to us, and how their presence 
impacts our lives. It was in 1980: at Yercaud, we FMM 

Stella Baltazar FMM, Provincial
A Person of Spiritual Energy and Fulfilment

Junior Sisters were in preparation for our final vows, 
that Father Vineeth came to speak to us as arranged by 
Sr. Flavia FMM, our Directress. His sessions were pro-
found, rooted in the wellsprings of Indian ethos. What 
was so admirable in him was his humble approach to 
people. He could never dominate someone, he always 
maintained simplicity as his characteristic mark. 

His personality communicated much more than 
words. I still remember his sharing about the under-
standing of discipleship: at the feet of the Master in 
humble submission and silently absorbing and experi-
encing the depth of the Guru in deep communion. In-
wardly purified by love, which emanates from interior 
detachment, and totally being attached to the master. 
This grounding in Indian spirituality and the taste of 
the culture from the soil of India attracted me and I 
desired to know more. This was my first exposure to 
the depth of the spiritual treasure within Hinduism. It 
helped me to overcome the fear within and gave me 
courage to embrace all that is good in other religions. 
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I recall with joy the convictions he imparted and the 
new perspectives he infused in us. 

Today we remember this great personality whose 
footprints could never be erased. He is alive in us who 
shared his convictions and vision. The loss of him is an 
irreplaceable one. His memory remains with us and is 
growing in the perspectives we share in Interfaith Dia-
logue as well as Intercultural Communion. The depth 
of recognition, acceptance, cordiality and respect we 
have developed for other cultures is a great gift and 
India needs this dimension of Indian Christian spiritu-
ality today more than ever. 

I have always wanted to cher-
ish my acquaintance with 
Father Vineeth, though it 

was minimum. It dates back to 
the late 1980s when I was a phi-
losophy student at Dharmaram 
Vidya Kshetram. He taught us 
Metaphysics at the BPh level at 

The best tribute we can give to Father Vineeth is to 
take forward his convictions and make it real in our 
lives. Let a million minds in this land catch up with 
his treasured thoughts and spread the Good News that 
our life is in connectedness and continuity in the web 
of humanity and his spirit will continue to inspire us 
all as we work for cosmic integration, community fel-
lowship, and personnel wholeness. 

Let there be compassion and grace in the midst of 
conflict! Let there be healing and handholding in the 
midst of tensions! Let his remembrance promote in us 
the cherished values of Indian Spiritual Ethos!

Tomy Chirapurath CMI, Darsana, Wardha
Vishwa Manav Father Francis Vineeth

Darsana, Wardha. During our Licentiate Programme, 
our batch moved with him more closely. He was the 
director of my licentiate thesis, which was on the phi-
losophy of Gabriel Marcel.

His explanation of the ‘Reality’ in metaphysical and 
existentialist terms had its deep impact on my stud-
ies, so much so that I titled my work as the “Recovery 
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of the Real,” which was very much influenced by his 
book, The Discovery of Being. 

Father Vineeth’s appreciation for the Indian thought 
was manifest in his formal and informal talks – on mu-
sic, art and architecture, philosophy, meditation, mys-
ticism, holy liturgy, etc. It had its impact on a few gen-
erations of students. I think one could read between 
the lines that he was anguished and pained that there 
was a long way for the Indian Church yet to go in her 
efforts to communicate the Christ experience through 
the Indian genius. His uniqueness was that he didn’t 

sit back finding fault with the situation or the system. 
His meditations, retreat talks, lyrics, even Vidyavanam 
Ashram, are all fine expressions of the ‘creative unrest’ 
that he had been experiencing deep within himself. 

I pay my tributes to this honourable teacher of mine 
who was simple and humble, truly ‘vineeth’ as a hu-
man person, a ‘vishwa manav’ (world citizen), who ded-
icated every moment of his life to radiate the divine 
love to the ‘sacred’ and the ‘profane’ alike, no matter 
in the East or the West. I must admit that I had a secret 
pride that he was a CMI.

Father Vineeth loved Indian ashrams. Years ago, in 
1968, he, along with a small team of Fathers and 
Brothers, stayed about two weeks in Vinoba’s 

ashram at Pavanar in Wardha. Wardha, in the diocese 
of Chanda, is the main centre of our Congregations’ 
activities in India. The purpose of his coming with 
the team was to make a draft of an Indian text for the 
holy Eucharistic celebration. This request was made 

Karuna Vadakethala SJB
(Sister of Father Vineeth)

My Great Brother

105



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

by his Eminence 
Mar Joseph Cardi-
nal Parecattil, the 
then Archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of 
Ernakulam-Anga-
maly. The team vis-
ited our house more 
than once and also 
Sevagram where 
our sisters work. He 

also stayed in several other Hindu ashrams before he 
started his own ashram. They are Shivananda Ashram 
in Rishikesh, Saccidananda Ashram in Narasimh-
pur, Shantivanam in Kulithalai near Thiruchirap-
pilly, Aurobindo Ashram in Pondichery, Kristuprema 
Ashram, Pune, and so on. 

In the year 1996, he came forward with his own 
idea of setting up an ashram in Bangalore. I remember 
well that after the initial establishment of his Ashram 
in Bangalore, he invited me to live there at least for 
three years in accordance with our custom. Though I 
liked this idea very much, I had to sacrifice it due to 
my other commitments to my congregation and Father 

Vineeth accepted it with grace. At a later stage, I came 
with my sister, a nun in the Holy Family Congrega-
tion, and made our retreat in the Ashram. This was my 
longest stay. Otherwise, I had visited the Ashram only 
for short periods. I am happy to see that the Ashram 
has flourished well, the desert land which was bought 
for the Ashram has already been converted into a liv-
ing forest, perfectly suiting its name Vidyavanam (For-
est of Wisdom) and its motto, Vanad-astu-vidyodaya, let 
Wisdom emerge from woods!

Father Vineeth was not just my brother, but also 
to a certain extent, a spiritual guide to whom, time 
and again, I have turned for valuable suggestions and 
counselling. For the same of brevity, I would like to 
conclude these reminiscences with two appreciative 
sentences on Father Vineeth. (1) Though he made 
his own suggestions, whenever he was consulted, he 
never imposed any of his views upon us. He always 
gave us complete freedom. (2) He was very simple and 
transparent in voicing his opinions which made deal-
ing with him very easy. For what he was and all that 
he had been to me, his youngest sister, these truthful 
attestations and loving reminiscences stand as tribute 
to my great brother.

106



Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic
Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

It was when I was a philoso-
phy student I came to meet 
Fr. Vineeth for the first time 

in 1981. He was our Senior Tu-
tor. It was a great experience 
to have conferences with him. 
Due to my over involvement in 
many extra-curricular activities, I 
was not a studious student. But I 
scored above 80% marks only in 

his subjects. That was the highest marks in the class. Such 
was my appreciation on his person and his teaching.

After ordination while he planned to start an In-
dian Ashram, one of the choice venues was Attap-
pady where I was a member then. He liked very much 
the panorama there, and we travelled together in the 
nook and corner of Attappady for many days. It was 
only because of the lack of international exposure the 
venue was shifted to Bangalore. Indeed, the location of 
Vidyavanam is unique.

Winson Moyalan CMI, Vettathur
Eternal Presence in Our Midst

I remember the synaxis of 1993, when the members 
preferred to elect him to the post of Provincial; but his 
humility compelled him to denounce that position. 
That’s how it happened to elect him as the Vicar Pro-
vincial during that term.

His stature, his vision, his knowledge, his contacts, 
his simplicity and everything in him gave me a feel of 
a real Guru; hence, there is no wonder that the Ashram 
is more popularly known as ‘Vineeth Ashram’.

Myself being involved in social work activities for 
many years, whenever he met me, he invited me to 
join the Ashram team so that we could organize the 
surrounding villages. Though I agreed to his proposal 
many times, every time I was elected the Councillor 
for Social Apostolate (four terms), which restricted me 
from joining him. Though it was an unmaterialised 
wish, we respected each other till the end.

A man normally dies only once. But, in 2016, dur-
ing his angioplasty, his heart was stopped and doctors 
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announced his death. However, providentially, being 
in the operation theatre, with much massaging on the 
chest they could resuscitate his life and it prolonged for 
another five more years. If not affected by Covid-19, def-
initely he would have lived many more years with us. 

His original thoughts in the classroom and the 
‘Vineeth Ashram’ will make his presence eternal in our 
midst. He cannot die in anybody’s life who had once 
interacted with him. I am glad that I am one among 
those fortunate ones.

Dear loving 
Vineethacha, 

we miss only your 
physical presence; 
your loving mem-
ories are always 
with us in our 
hearts.

We know Fr. Vineeth from 1983 onwards. He had 
helped us in many ways to come up in life. He made 
all arrangements for our wedding like a father getting 
ready with everything and blessed our marriage too.

We offered our service, when he started Vidyava-
nam Ashram in the year 1996 and stayed in the ashram 
till he was transferred from there. It was like a fam-
ily; he treated us as his own children. For us, ashram 

Molly and Jose, Bhoothanahalli
Memories of Our Father Vineeth

was our second home and Fr. Vineeth was like our 
own father. He was so innocent like a child, very open, 
transparent, very straight-forward, and so simple. He 
always had a good heart to help others when they 
were in need. We were with him in the ashram from 
1996 to 2016 and were very lucky to have served him. 
Dear Father, we are very grateful to you.

It was really shocking news when Fr. Anto informed 
us that he is no more. We are very sad that we could 
not see him or say a last farewell to him. We remember 
that he used to say: “When I die, directly I go to heaven 
through the back door, because others will be waiting 
in front to get in.” Yes, dear Father Vineeth, you are 
right up there, preparing a place for us. Thank you, 
dear Father, for everything you were to us all these 
years. We love you!
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Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI, who died 
on 30 May 2021, will be fondly remembered 
by many people in India as well as abroad. He 

was a scholar and for many years a famous professor 
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, Bengaluru. He was 
excellent in his teaching career and has contributed 
much to form an Indian Christian theology. He stud-
ied thoroughly the Indian philosophy and spirituality 
and, in that light, he began to reflect upon and inter-
pret his own Catholic faith. Above all his academic 
achievements, he was a man of prayer. He became a 
true bhakta of Jesus. He had deep devotion to Blessed 
Virgin Mary. He used to keep a beautiful picture of our 
Lady of Fatima at his bedside.

I had the privilege of being a close friend of Father 
Vineeth. As we were both teaching in Dharmaram, we 
collaborated to realize some projects of social service. 
One such project was that we motivated a few sem-
inarians to start a simple lifestyle in the Dharmaram 
campus. One day, both of us led half a dozen theol-

Lucius Nereparambil CMI, Jerusalem retreat Centre, Thrissur
A Friend of All

ogy students to visit 
Little Sisters of Jesus, 
who were living in 
a hut in the Madi-
wala slums. As we 
were returning to 
Dharmaram, we 
challenged them and 
asked whether they 
will dare to lead a 
simple life in Dhar-
maram campus. 
They said ‘yes’. They 
put up two huts, 
similar to what we 
see in the villages in the mission areas. They cultivated 
vegetables around the huts. They spent much time in 
meditation in the huts. As I was Master of a section of 
students, I could not stay overnight with the hut-dwel-
lers. So, I asked Father Vineeth whether he can stay 
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with them. He readily agreed and stayed with them in 
the huts and lived the simple life with joy.

Another instance is that Father Vineeth started an 
Ashram near Bannerghatta, Bengaluru. He called it 
Vidyavanam Ashram. As he was living there, there 
was a girl called Molly who 
worked as his secretary. As a 
good father, he came to know 
her personal problems and 
came forward to solve it. She 
had a boyfriend in Kerala. 
Since the family of the boy did 
not like that alliance, there was 
no contact with that boy Jose 
for a long time. Father Vineeth 
asked me to accompany him to 
find out that boy. I went with 
him and made a long journey 
through the Kattapana hills. 
Finally, with the help of a Sister who studied in Dhar-
maram, we managed to bring that boy to Bengaluru, 
and Father Vineeth blessed their marriage and up to 
now they lead a happy married life.

Father Vineeth was a friend of all. Through Indian 

way of meditation, he tasted the Divine in his heart 
and he did whatever he could to impart that experi-
ence to his friends and students as well. It was for this 
purpose that he started Vidyavanam Ashram. There he 
gave courses on Indian Christian meditation to vari-
ous groups. Many years ago, he, in collaboration with 

Father Louis Maliekal CMI 
and Father Thomas Kochu-
muttom CMI had created an 
Indian Liturgy text. He had 
composed several Sanskrit 
bhajans, which we sing even 
today to make a good med-
itation. I still remember: As 
I was prior at the monastery 
of Varandarappilly, Father 
Vineeth called me from his 
Ashram, and told me to come 
immediately to assist him to 

give a retreat to a group of religious by singing bhajans 
and leading adoration. Even though it was a busy time 
for me in Kerala, I went immediately to fulfil his wish. 
His life was so simple, at the same time very profound 
and spiritually powerful. May the good Lord reward 
him with a joyful and glorious eternity!
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Father Francis Vadakethala CMI, my priest-brother 
came to Mary Hill Manglore, to our novitiate, to 
see me and wish me for my first profession in 

1968. Since he was going to Oxford, he was not able 
to attend the ceremony of the profession. In the novi-
tiate, I was given a name Jolenta. My priest-brother 
asked my Superior General whether he could change 

Vineetha AC, Shoranur
 (Sister of Father Vineeth)

My Brother

my name. She gave him full freedom. So, he gave the 
name Vineetha. V + aaneetha – one who is brought to the 
world in a special way - Our Lady. Since my birthday 
is on 8 September, at home I was given the name Mary; 
hence, he said that Vineetha would suit me better. He 
also suggested me to take my feast on 8 September. 

In 2009, I made my tapas retreat for 40 days under 
him in the Ashram; it was from 1 January to 25 Febru-
ary. It was a real prayer experience for me. After a year 
he asked me whether I can come to the ashram to put 
order in the Ashram Library. I was at Lady Immacu-
late Convent, Ottappalam. Although the previous year 
I had gone for 40 days retreat, I informed my superior 
about my brother’s request. I was touched by her an-
swer, as she instructed me to reserve my ticket to Ben-
galuru. I went to Vidyavanam Ashram and arranged 
the books in the library and organized its catalogue.
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Whenever we came home for holidays, we brought 
him home. He would celebrate Holy Mass for us at 
home. Three years back I had gone to see my broth-
er Vincent’s grandchild Eva. For lunch Father Vineeth, 
myself, Sister Karuna, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Vincent 
– all five of us were at the table. Then, Thomas told 
Vincent’s son to take a photo and keep it. He was a real 
blessing for our family with his spirit of prayer and 
sacrifice.

Sebastian Payyappilly CMI, IOCL, DVK, Bengaluru
A Man Who Lived What He Preached

Heartfelt condolences at the demise of our great Acharya Loving Vin-
eethachan. It is not only a loss for the Preshitha Province but for the 

entire CMI Congregation, to the world of philosophy, and Indian spiritual-
ity. To my mind, he was indeed an unmatchable visionary, original in his 
thinking, lover of Blessed Mother, explorer of Indian ethos, and, above all, 
a man who lived what he believed and preached. dÉÃÞÎ¢! May his soul 
rest in peace!
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Fr. Vineeth, Truly I love him 
and his style of teaching. 
He speaks Philosophy, 

Theology, spirituality and na-
tional politics very authenti-
cally...

He is very soft and sweet in 
nature and welcomes and re-
ceives all with his smiling face 
but authentic in thinking...

I love his classes on metaphysics. Still, I remember 
some of his discourses, namely, being and having, per-
son and individual, meaning of change, authentic and 
inauthentic, etc. He comes to the class room without 
reference book and class notes and takes class very 
clearly...

Davis Thattil CMI
 ASSO, Attappady

Authentically Human

I still remember 
the discourses on 
meditation pan-
cha kośas and Nine 
steps of Indian 
meditation taught 
in novitiate when I 
was a novice...

I had deep ac-
quaintance with 
him when he was 
appointed as the member of Preshitharam. Though he 
could not recollect my name he identifies the person 
and makes friendly talk. It includes spirituality, Devo-
tion to Mother Mary and content of daily newspaper 
reading. Vineethacha, I could not make friendly talk 
before you leave this world...

One day I visited him in his room during his lunch-
time. while he was having meals, he was telling me, 
I don’t feel to take food but my Superior told me to 
take food. Yes, he is highly spiritual and religious more 
than that he is truly a human being. Vineethacha, the 
great soul, pranamam!
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“Time flies, but memories 
never die. Distance does 
not matter, for they re-

main in our heartbeats.” The 
fond memories of Father Francis 
Vineeth CMI, Guru and Mentor, 
remain in our heartbeats, “for he 
taught them [us] as one having 
authority” (Mt 7:28-29). 

Students, who followed the 
lectures of Father Vineeth on Metaphysics or Exis-
tentialism, would have such gut feeling as “Wow, su-
per!” But, I doubt, how many would attest that Father 
Vineeth lived and acted, as if he had authority! Yes, 
indeed, Father Vineeth had authority, for he adorned 
himself with several offices in the DVK, like Dean (Fac-
ulty of Philosophy), Vice-President, and President, the 
highest office of the Pontifical Athenaeum. But I don’t 
think he has ever wielded his power over others, ei-
ther in the classroom or in the office. On the contrary, 

Kurian Kachappilly CMI, President, DVK 
A Man of Authenticity

as his very name “Vineeth” suggests, he was ‘humble’ 
and ‘humane’ with his characteristic pedagogy of the 
heart.

Hence, the question remains: What does it mean to 
say ‘he taught them [us] as one having authority’? In 
the life of a Heideggerian like Father Vineeth, ‘author-
ity’ is conceived and construed in terms of “authentic-
ity.” In Being and Time, “authenticity” is the translation 
of the German word Eigentlichkeit, meaning ‘my own-
ness” or “being true to oneself.” For Heidegger, au-
thenticity refers to the unique and special moment in 
human (Dasein’s) existence, when there is clarity about 
the self, thereby carving out one’s unique and authen-
tic place in the world, doing one’s work with special 
intent and self-knowledge. Indeed, ‘uniqueness’ was 
the hallmark of Father Vineeth’s life, characterized by 
three elements: realization, understanding, and dis-
course.

“Realization” is a continuous process of discovering 
the ‘real self’ (real+i+zation). Father Vineeth, through-
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out his life, sought the meaning of self in its manifold 
relationships. As his book, Call to Integration, suggests, 
human reveals in its networking, or harmonious rela-
tionships. Harmony ad intra, for him, involves the inte-
gration of the human faculties: 
the cognitive, conative and 
the affective; and, on the other 
hand, harmony ad extra en-
visions integration of the self 
with other, nature, and God. 
Father Vineeth always tried 
to maintain an ‘integral’ ap-
proach’ in his life, which also 
helped him to delve deeper 
into the nature of things.

The term ‘understanding’ 
had become a cliché in Father 
Vineeth’s lectures, medita-
tions, and reflections. Father Vineeth used to ask “Un-
derstand?” almost always at the end of each sentence. 
For the Heideggerian Vineeth, ‘understanding’ did not 
mean imposing your vocabulary (especially adjectives) 
on others, or making claims of understanding other in 
your own terms and conditions. As a true Heidegge-
rian, understanding, for Father Vineeth, is a process 
of “making explicit that which was already implicitly 

present.” For Heidegger, understanding is also closely 
intertwined with ‘interpretation’, the capacity to reveal 
the purpose or function and the totality of involve-
ment associated with an entity. The right disposition 

to understand and interpret, 
Father Vineeth would add, 
must be the basic openness 
to the disclosure of beings.

“Discourse,” for Heide-
gger, “is the basic signifi-
cation of logos.”  In other 
words, discourse is the 
meaningful articulation of 
the discovered intelligibil-
ity of humanity’s ‘being-in-
the-world’. Father Vineeth, 
the Heideggerian, takes 
‘discourse’ a step further as 

meaningful articulation of words that are life-giving. 
Logos in Greek means ‘word’, for example, the first 
uttered word. As Saint John, the Evangelist, testifies, 
“[…] the logos was with God and the logos was God” 
(Jn 1:1). In the final analysis, discourse, therefore, is 
the word of God, which is life-giving or salvific. That 
is why Saint Peter, representing the disciples, said 
to Jesus: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
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words of eternal life” (Jn 6: 68). In the true sense, the 
discourses of Father Vineeth, whether they were lec-
tures in the classrooms, meditations in the chapel, or 
reflections and input sessions at seminars and confer-
ences, were really inspiring, for they were the disclosure 

of his own life and vision. Hence, people – students, 
friends, and well-wishers – followed him wherever 
he had been, for he spoke with ‘authority’, or better in 
Heideggerian terms, he spoke with ‘authenticity’.

Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadake-
thala, fondly known as Fr. 
Vineeth or Vineethachan, is 

one among the amazing person-
alities I have met in the Preshitha 
Province.

During my college days 
1987 to 1992 and thereafter, I was 
at Divyodaya doing what best I 
could. I had chances of meeting 

Fr. Vineeth a few times. Each time I have admired his 
hard work, as he was always found to be working on 
research papers. I was told by the CMI members that 
he would spend late hours on his scholarly work.

A true synonym of determination and simplic-
ity… I was told that he was the one who coined the 
term ‘Divyodaya’. He authored many books. His effi-

Antony John, Lisieux MHS School 
(Former Youth Member of Divyodaya)

Adieu Father Vineeth! 

cient skill of using metaphors from English, Malay-
alam, and Sanskrit was really awesome.

Though my association was less, he carved a 
thought in me that to serve the people is to serve the 
Maker. Devoted people like him are like ‘the salt of the 
earth’ as stated by the Lord. In 1993, if I am correct, he 
was made the Vicar Provincial of Preshitha Province. 
Otherwise, I have known him to serve Dharmaram 
Vidya Kshetram or Vidyavanam Ashram in Bengaluru.

Farewell, dear Fr. Vineeth: may you find glory in 
the Lord and may your soul rest in peace!
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I loved to go to Preshitha-
ram to see the ailing and 
aged Fathers, especially Fr. 

Vineeth. It was in January that 
I met Vineeth when I visited 
Preshitharam. Whenever I went 
to his room, I found him seated 
with a book in his hand. I don’t 
think that he must be reading it. 
That is his habit, I suppose. He 

had no distracting things, no phone, no WhatsApp, no 
TV, etc. But when someone came to visit, he would re-
ceive him gladly. It was for me in my old age a lesson. 
Others told me that he may not recognize me. When 
I visited him, I had the book Story of Divyodaya in my 
hand. He took it from me. I knew he may not read but 
because he loved Divyodaya so much he wanted the 
book. I asked him: “Do you know me?” He replied: 
“JP!” That is the way he usually called me. Once he 
told me that he could sit in the chapel looking at the 
Tabernacle any length of time… Really, he was a mys-
tic. Though he was disturbed when he had to leave 
Vidyavanam, which was the fruit of his dream, gradu-

John Peter Muringathery CMI
Divyodaya, Coimbatore

Towards Divine Awakening

ally, he had overcome such feelings and he was totally 
free. He seemed always composed.

Fr. Vineeth was throughout his life in search of the 
“divine consciousness,” his favourite expression. This 
search led him to discover the complimentary nature 
of religions. This has been the nature of all mystics. 
They found unity in diversity. I think this basic search 
led him to take Martin Heidegger and Ramanuja Acha-
rya for his postdoctoral studies at Oxford. As I came to 
know from Fr. Thomas Aykara who was with him at 
Oxford, Vineeth had the dream of an ashram from his 
time at Oxford. We know how Vidyavanam became 
an abode where seekers came to experience the Di-
vine. He was a true acharya and through his presence 
Vidyavanam became an ashram where many came to 
become his disciples and grow in divine conscious-
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ness. His understanding of inter-religious dialogue 
stems from this understanding of the complimentarity 
of religions. This is reflected in the message which he 
sent to the Decennial Souvenir of Divyodaya.

Fr. Vineeth was one of the 
few who understood Divyo-
daya from its start and al-
ways stood by me. The name 
Divyodaya is his gift, mean-
ing Divine Awakening. Dur-
ing our journey to Bangalore 
after attending the provincial 
synaxis at Thrissur in 1978 in 
which the decision was taken 
to make Coimbatore Region 
into a Vice Province I shared 
with Fr. Vineeth my dream of 
staring a centre to receive peo-
ple irrespective of religions He suggested the name 
Divyodaya, divine awakening. With grateful senti-
ments and a deep sense of loss I give the message he 
gave to the decennial souvenir of Divyodaya.

“Divergent religions having long traditions of God-
experience through their own historical paths, con-
tribute quite a lot to the making and flowering of the 
totality of the consciousness in humanity. None of our 

religions singly contain 
or convey the whole of 
it. All of us are limited, 
and we all need further 
blossoming. It is to our 
human nature situated 
in this way in struc-
tures of limitation that 
inter-religious dialogue 
enters as a divine mes-
senger bringing to us 
the word capable of 
awakening the divine 
within us.

Let Divyodaya as it celebrates its decennial be 
happy about the fact that it has been a venue of dia-
logue and divine awakening. And let the Divine blos-
som further in all the members who visit this institute 
for inter-religious dialogue and sharing.
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çÉøßW ÄæK ÕßÈÏ¢ ²{ßºîáæÕºî ²øá ÎÙÞvÞÕí. ÎáOßW µI 

ÕcµñßµZ, Ø¢ÍÕBZ, ¦ÖÏBZ ®ÜïÞ¢ ¥ºîÈí ¥qáÄ 

BZ ¦ÏßøáKá. ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ËßçÜÞØËß ÉÀßAáK µÞÜ¢, 

®Õßæ¿çÏÞ çµG ºßL ØbL¢ ºßLÏÞAß ¥çgÙçJÞ¿í 

ÉCáæÕºîçMÞZ ¦ µHáµZ ¥qáÄ¢æµÞIí Õß¿VKßøáKá. 

¦ Îá¶Jí æÄ{ßÏÞùáU µìÄáµÕá¢ ÕÞÄíØÜcÕá¢ §Ká¢ 

ÎÈTßW ²øá µá{ßVæÄKÜÞÏß ÈßWAáKá. dÉÞVjÈÞÎáùß 

Julius Arackal CMI
Amala Hospital, Thrissur

ÏßW ØdµÞøßÏßW ÈßKá¢ µæH¿áAÞæÄ ²øá µáEßæa 

ÕÞÖßçÏÞæ¿ ÆàV¸çÈø¢ §øßAÞùáU µÞÝíº ²øßAÜá¢ ÎÈ 

TßW ÈßKá¢ ÎÞÏßÜï. ÉÜÏß¿B{ßW ÈßKá¢ ¥çÈµ¢ ¼ÈBZ 

çÏÖá Õßæa ¥¿áçJAí ÕKáæµÞIßøáKá (ÎVçAÞØí 1:45): 

ÕßÈàÄºîX ®ÜïÞÕæøÏá¢ Äæa ØíçÈÙÕÜÏJßçÜAí 

ØbàµøßAáµÏÞÏßøáKá. ¥ºîX ¼àÕßÄJßW Øâfßºî Èß×íµ 

{CÄ ®Ká¢ ÎÞÄãµÏÞÏßøáKá. 

ËßçÜÞØËß ÉÀÈJßæa ¦ÆcÈÞ{áµ{ßW essence and  
existence ®K çºÞÆcJßÈí essence ®KÄí çµAí ©IÞ 

AÞX ©ÉçÏÞ·ßAáK ²øá µâGí ®K ØÙÉÞÀßÏáæ¿ ©Jø¢ 

¥ºîæÈ ²øáÉÞ¿í æºÞ¿ßMßºîá. ÉáùJáÕK ¥ºîX ¾B 

{áæ¿ ¥¿áAW µáæù çÆ×cçJÞæ¿ ¨ Ø¢ÍÕ¢ ÕßÕøßºîá. 

µâGJßW ²øÞZ ¥ÜíÉ¢ ØçCÞºçJÞæ¿ ÉùEá: ¥çºîÞ, 

çµAßW ÎÃÕá¢ øáºßÏá¢ µâGÞX  essence ®æKÞøá µâGí ©É 

çÏÞ·ßAÞùáIí. ¥ºîæa çµÞÉ¢ æÉæGKí ¥¿Bß; ¥BæÈ 

ÏÞæÃCßW ¦ µáGß æÄxßiøßºîÄí ¦µá¢. §Äí ÉùEá 

ÎáXçÉÞGá È¿Ká; ¯æù çÈø¢ ¦øá¢ ²Ká¢ ÎßIßÏßÜï. 

¦ Èß×íµ{C ÙãÆÏJßÈíí ÎáXÉßW dÉÃÞÎ¢... ÈßùµHá 

µç{Þæ¿...
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Prathap Thuruthumalil CMI 
 Preshitharam, Mannuthy

¾ÞX ¦ÆcÎÞÏß ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîæÈ 
µÞÃáKÄí 1999 ¦ÜáÕÏßW 
ÕºîÞÃí. Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ ¦ 
µÞÜ¸GJßæÜ dÉÖØñßÏÞV¼í¼ßºî 
dÉÎá¶øßW ²øÞ{ÞæÃKí ²øá 
Øß.®¢.æ®. èÕÆßµX ®æK 
ÉøßºÏæM¿áJß. µâ¿ÞæÄ ®ÜïÞÕV 
Aá¢ §×í¿ÎáU ¥ÇcÞÉµX ®Ká¢ 
µâGßçºîVJá. 

µáVJÏá¢ ÉÞaá¢,åÉßæK 
²øá ×Þ{á¢ Çøßºî ²øá ØÞÇÞøÃ 
ØÈcÞØß. ¦ µÞÜÏ{ÕßW ÉÜ Õcµñß 

µæ{Ïá¢ ¾ÞX µIßGáIí: ¥ùßÕáUÕV, ºßLµzÞV, 
®ÝáJáµÞV, ¥ÇcÞÉµV ®KßBæÈ ÉÜæøÏá¢ ¾ÞX 
µIßGáIí. ®KÞW ¥ÕøßW ÈßKá¢ ÕcÄcØñÎÞÏ ²øá ¥ÈáÍ 
ÕÎÞÃí ¾ÞX ÕßÈàÄºîÈßW µIßGáUÄí. ÖÞL ØbÍÞÕ 
Õá¢ ®KÞW æÄxí µIÞW ¥Äí æÄxÞÃí ®Kí ©ùæA 
ÉùÏÞÈáU èÇøcÕá¢, ®KÞW ¥ÄßçÜæù µøáÃÏá¢ ØíçÈ 
ÙÕá¢ ÈßùE ÕßÈàÄÍÞÕJßÈí ©¿ÎÏÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîX. 
ÎÈTßÜÞAÃæÎCßW ÌáAßÜâæ¿, ®ÝáJáµ{ßÜâæ¿ ÎÞdÄ¢ 
çÉÞøÞ; ¥çgÙJßæa µâæ¿ ¼àÕßAÃ¢. ®CßW ÎÞdÄçÎ 

ÎÈTßÜÞAÞX ØÞÇßAâ. Õ{æøçÏæù çÜ¶ÈB{ßÜâæ¿ 
µáùºîá µÞøcBZ ÎÞdÄçÎ ÉCáÕÏíAÞX ØÞÇßµáµÏáUâ; 
ÉøßÎßÄßµ{áIí. ®KÞW ¨ ÕßÖái ¼àÕßÄ¢ çÜÞµ¢ 
¥ùßÏÞæÄ çÉÞµøáÄí, ¥ÈáµøßAÞæÄ çÉÞµøáÄí ®Kí 
çÄÞKáµÏÞW §Äí §Õßæ¿ ®ÝáÄáKá; ºßÜ µÞøcBZ ®¿á 
Jí µÞÃßAÞX ÉøßdÖÎßAáKá. 

ÕßÈàÄ ÍÞÕ¢

ÕßÈàÄåÍÞÕJßÈí ©¿ÎÏÞÃí ®Kí Äæa ¼àÕßÄ 
ÜÞ{ßÄc¢ ÄæK µÞÃßºîá ÄøáKáIí. ²øßAW ÄæK ÖádÖâ 
×ßçAIÕV æºçÏîI µÞøc¢ æºÏñßÜï; ¥ÇßµÞøßµZ  ç¼ÞÜß 
AÞøçÈÞ¿í çºÞÆßºîá, ®LÞÃí æºÏîÞEÄí ®Kí. ÕÝAá  
ÉùÏáKÄí ÎÈTßÜÞAßÏ ¥ºîX, ÕÝAí ÉùÏøáÄí ®Kí 
¥ÇßµÞøßµç{Þ¿í ¥çÉfßºîá. µâ¿ÞæÄ ¦ ç¼ÞÜßAÞøX 
æºçÏîI ç¼ÞÜß ¥ºîX ÄæK ÉßKà¿í æºÏîáµÏá¢ æºÏñá. 
¥Äá ÎÞdÄÎÜï; µâæ¿ÏáUÕVAí çÕI Éøß·ÃÈ µßGÃ¢ 
®KáU ¦d·ÙÕá¢ ©IÞÏßøáKá. ºßÜ ØÎÏB{ßW ¥ºîX 
ÉùÏáK ²øá ÕÞºµ¢ §dÉµÞøÎÞÃí: ®æa µOÞÈßÏX 
ØßÈí ¾ÞX ÎâÜ¢ ÌáißÎáGí ©IÞÏÞW, ¾ÞX ÎÞÄÞÕßçÈÞ¿í 
ÉùÏá¢ ®æa µÞøc¢ ÎùAøáÄí ®Kí. ¥çMÞZ ÄæK ÎÞÄÞ 
Õá¢ øµñØÞfßµ{ÞÏ ØßØíçxÝíØá¢ ÕKí ®æK æµÞIá 

¦øá¢ ¥ùßÏÞæÄ çÉÞµøáÄí; ÎÈTßÜÞAÞæÄ çÉÞµøáÄí
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çÉÞµá¢. Äæa ÕÞAáÎâÜçÎÞ dÉÕãJßÎâÜçÎÞ, ÎæxÞøÞZAí 
©ÉdÆÕ¢ ¦µÞÄßøßAÞX ¥ºîX ÕÜßÏ dÖi æºÜáJßÏßøá 
Ká. ²øßAW ¾ÞX ÄæK ¥ºîæa ®{ßÎµ¿W µÞÃÞX 
¥ºîçÈÞ¿í  ÉùEá: ¥ºîX ®çKÞ¿í çÆ×cæMGá, ®æK ÕÝAá 
ÉùEá ®Kí. ¾ÞX ÉùÏáçOÞçÝAá¢, ¥ºîX ÉùEá: 
“¾ÞX ²øßAÜá¢ ¥Äí æºÏîÞX ÉÞ¿ßÜï; ÎÞÄÞÕí ®KßW ÈßKí 
¥Äí ¦d·ÙßAáKßÜï; ®çKÞ¿í fÎßAÃ¢.” ¾ÞX ©¿æÈ 
ÄæK ¥ºîçÈÞ¿í ÉùÏá¢: “¥ºîX ¥BæÈæÏÞKá¢ æºÏîßÜï; 
æºÏñßGßÜï; ¾ÞX ÄÎÞÖ ©IÞAÞX ÉùEÄÞÃí.”  ®KÞÜá¢ 
¥ºîX ÉùÏá¢: “¾ÞX ¥BæÈæÏÞKá¢ æºÏîÞX ÉÞ¿ßÜï; 
ÎÞÄÞÕßçÈÞ¿í ÎÞMí ÉùÏÞX ¾ÞX ÉUßÏßW çÉÞÕáµÏÞ 
Ãí.” ÕßÖáiøáæ¿ øâÉ¢ æÕAáK §¿¢ ¯xÕá¢ Í¢·ßÏÞÏß 
çÈÞAÞÈá¢, ¥Õßæ¿ æÉÞ¿ßçÏÞ ÉâAZ ©ÃBßÏçÄÞ 
µIÞW ®çMÞÝá¢ ÕãJßÏÞAáKÈá¢ ¥ºîX ÄæK dÖiß 
ºîßøáKá.

ÎÞÄãÍµñß

ÕàGßW ¥NçÏÞ¿í ÕÜßÏ §×í¿¢ ©IÞÏßøáKá; ¦ §×í¿¢ 
ÄæKÏÞÃí, ¥æÜïCßW ¥ÄßçÈAÞZ µáùºîáµâ¿ß, ®Kí 
ÕßçÖ×ßMßAÞ¢ ÎÞÄÞÕßçÈÞ¿í ©IÞÏßøáK §×í¿¢. 
ÎÞÄÞÕßæa ÎáOßW ²øá µáEßæÈ çÉÞæÜ ÄæK ®ÜïÞ¢ 
ÉCáæÕºîí ÇcÞÈÈßÎoÈÞÏß ÉáFßøßÄâµß æµÞIí, ÎÞÄÞ 
ÕßæÈ ¥BæÈ çÈÞAßÏßøßAá¢. ¥çMÞZ Îá¶Jí ÕÜßÏ 
dÉµÞÖ¢åµIßGáIí. ºßÜçMÞæÝÞæA ÄÜÏÞGáKÄá¢ 
µIßGáIí. ÈNáæ¿ ØÍÏßæÜ ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîX ¥ùßÏáK ¥ºî 
zÞVAí çøÞ·ÎÞæÃKí ÉùÏáçOÞZ, ¥ºîX ÉUßÏßçÜAí 

çÉÞÏß ÎÞÄÞÕßçÈÞ¿í ÉùÏÞ¢, ÎÞÄÞÕí çÕI çÉÞæÜ æºÏîæG 
®Ká¢ ÉùÏá¢; ¥çMÞZ ÄæK ÉUßÏßW çÉÞÏß dÉÞVjß 
AáKÄÞÏá¢ µIßGáIí. dÉÞVjßAÞ¢ ®Kí ¦çøÞ¿á¢ ²øá 
ÉÞÝíÕÞAÞÏß ÉùÏøáæÄKí ¥ºîX ¼àÕßÄJßÜâæ¿ µÞÃßºîá 
ÄøáKá. çøÞ·Jßæa ¥ÕØíÅµ{ßW çÉÞÜá¢ çÕÆÈ dÉµ¿ß 
MßAÞæÄ ÎÞÄÞÕßæÈ Õß{ßAá¢: ®æa ¥æN! ÎN ÎßÏ! ¥ºîX 
§¿ÏíAí ÉÞ¿ÞùáU µÕßÄ ÄÞæÝ æµÞ¿áAáKá: “¥çN, ¥çN, 
ÎÞÄÞçÕ! dØñàµ{ßW ÇçÈc ÈßÏîçÜïÞ; dÉÞVjßAÃçÎ 
¾BZAÞÏí. çÏÖáÕßX ¥çN, ÎÞÄÞçÕ, µVNÜ ÎÜÏßæÜ 
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ÈßVNÜæÏ, µÈµ µÃíÎÃß µÈcµæÏ, dÉÞVjßAÃçÎ 
¾BZAÞÏí. çÏÖáÕßX ¥N ÈàÏçÜïÞ.” ÎÞÄÞÕÞÃí ®æa 
æÕ{ßºî¢ ®Kí ®çMÞÝá¢ ÉùÏá¢. ³VN ¥Çßµ¢ §ÜïÞJØÎÏ 
B{ßW çÉÞÜá¢ ÉUßÏßW ÎÞÄÞÕßæa çÈæø µHá¢ 
ÈGßøßAáK ¥ºîæÈ µIßGáIí. ÎÞÄÞÕßæa çÈæøÏáU 
èÜxí §¿ÃæÎKí ¥ºîÈá¢ ÕÜßÏ ÈßVÌtÎáIÞÏßøáKá. 
ÎÞdÄÎÜï ÉUßÏáæ¿ ÎáXÉßW µâæ¿ È¿Ká çÉÞµáçOÞZ ÎÞÄÞ 
Õßæa ¥øßµJí èÜxí §ÜïÞæÏCßW, ÎxáUÕçøÞ¿í §¿Ã¢ 
®Kí ÉùÏáµÏá¢ æºÏîáÎÞÏßøáKá.

¥ÇßµÞøßµç{Þ¿áU ÕßçÇÏÄb¢

¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄJßW ®æK ¦µV×ßºîßGáU ²øá 
·áÃÎÞÃí ¥ÇßµÞøßµç{Þ¿í ©U ÕßçÇÏÄb¢. ¥ºîX ®çMÞ 

Ýá¢ ÉùÏáµ, ØÍ ®æK Õ{VJß, ØÍ ®æK ÉÀßMßºîá 
®KÞÃí. ÎÞdÄÎÜï, ¯Äí µÞøcBZAá¢ ¥ÇßµÞøßµç{Þ¿í 
çºVKáU µâ¿ßÏÞçÜÞºÈ, ®ÜïÞÕçøÞ¿á¢ ÕßçÇÏæM¿áK 
²øá ÕÜßÏ ØbÍÞÕ¢, µIßGáIí. ³VN ¥ÇßµÎßÜïÞJ 
ØÎÏJá¢ ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîÈí ÕßÆcÞÕÈJßW çÉÞµÃ¢, ¦dÖÎ 
JßW çÉÞµÃ¢ ®Kí ÉùÏáÎÞÏßøáKá. ¥BæÈ ÉùÏáKÄá 
æµÞIí, ¾ÞX ²øßAW ÉùEá: ædÉÞÕßX×cW ¥ºîX 
ÎâKá ÕV×çJAáU ¥çMÞÏßæzaí ¦Ãí ÄKßøßAá 
KÄí; ÎâKáÕV×¢ µÝßEÞW ÎÞdÄçÎ çÉÞµÞX ØÞÇßµáµÏá 
Uâ ®Kí ÉùÏáçOÞZ ¥ºîX ÉùÏá¢: “¥BæÈÏÞæÃCßW, 
¾ÞX ¥Äí ¥ÈáØøßAáKá.” 

dÉÞVjÈÏáæ¿ ÎÈá×cX 

®ÜïÞÕæøÏá¢ ²øáçÉÞæÜ µÞÃÞX, ØíçÈÙßAÞX, 

®ÜïÞÕæøÏá¢ Õ{VJÞX, ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ çÕIß dÉÞVjß 

AáK ØbÍÞÕÎÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîçaÄí: µøáÄÜá¢ 

µøáÃÏá¢ ²JáçºVKí §ÃBßÏ ²øá ØbÍÞÕ¢. ÕßÖái 

çøÞ¿á¢ ÕÞÝíJæMGÕçøÞ¿á¢ ²øá ÕÜßÏ ÎÞÇcØíÅ¢ ¥ºîæa 

çÎÖAøáµßW ®çMÞÝáÎáIÞÏßøáKá. ºßÜçMÞZ ¥ÕçøÞ¿í 

Ø¢ØÞøßAáµÏá¢ dÉÞVjßAáµÏá¢ æºÏîá¢; ¥ÕæøAáùß 

ºîáU ÕßÕøBZ ¦øá ÕKÞÜá¢ ÉùEá æµÞ¿áAÞùáIí. 

§ÈßÏá¢ ²Jßøß µÞøcBZ ̈  ÕßÖáiæÈ µáùßºîí ÉùÏÞ 

ÈáIí. ¦øá¢ ¥ùßÏÞæÄ çÉÞµøáÄí; ÎÈTßÜÞAÞæÄ 

çÉÞµøáÄí. ¼àÕßÄJßæÜ ÈÜï ÉáÃcBZ ØbàµøßAÞæÄÏá¢ 

çÉÞµøáÄí. ØbVPJßW ÕßÖáiøáæ¿ µâGÞÏíÎÏßW ¦Ïßøß 

AáK ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîÞ ¾BZAí çÕIß ¥çÉfßAÃçÎ!
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It is with great sadness that 
the passing of Fr Francis 
Vineeth CMI was announced 

from India on Sunday.

I first met him at the ‘Mys-
ticism Beyond Bounds’ con-

ference at DVK/Christ University, Bengaluru in 2011 
where he gave a presentation on mysticism from a 
practitioner’s perspective. Amongst all the academic 
discourse this made a profound effect. A few weeks 
later I was privileged to visit him at ‘Vidyavanam’, the 
Christian ashram he had created on the outskirts of 
Bengaluru in Karnataka, where I was struck by how 
much he had achieved in transforming a barren desert 
into a spiritual oasis. On my subsequent visits to Vidya-
vanam I always felt it was like going to visit one of the 
early desert fathers, living peacefully and in harmony 
with nature as acolytes from all over the world came 
to ‘seek a word’. We always had long and fascinating 

Peter Tyler,  UK

‘Thirthankara’

conversations and one thing he said changed my life. 
After a conference in which he had switched with ease 
from Latin to Sanskrit I asked how difficult it was to 
learn Sanskrit. ‘Do you have any Latin?’, he replied. 
‘Yes’. ‘Then you will have no problem - so much of 
Sanskrit is from the same root as Latin...’. And he was 
right. I went on to study Sanskrit at London University 
inspired by his wisdom. The last time I saw him was 
at the last retreat he gave at Vidyavanam. It was quite 
remarkable as his mind was half in this world and half 
in the next - sometimes he seemed to be talking to un-
seen presences that helped the conference along. It was 
an unforgettable experience.

Writing on Vidyavanam, Fr. Augustine Thottakara 
CMI referred to how Fr. Vineeth cultivated the ‘Yoga 
mind’ at the ashram, integrating apparently bi-polar 
realities of matter and spirit, describing him as an ex-
ample of a modern sannyāsi ‘who tries to awaken the 
religious-spiritual consciousness of the sadhakas and 
develop in them a soul culture that is deeply rooted in 
the age old principles of Indian spirituality and in the 
immensely rich Christian spiritual traditions without 
at the same time negating the positive values of matter, 
body and this world.’
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In this respect, Fr. Francis himself suggested that 
the heart of the renunciation required for the spiri-
tual life is samādhi. A term deriving from the Sanskrit 
terms sama (equal) and dhi (mind) which Fr. Francis 
describes as a ‘steadiness of mind obtained not merely 
by the mastery over the faculties through which dis-
tractions enter but more by being in touch with the Di-
vine, the Lord who abides in the cave of one’s heart.’[1] 
In this respect, the disposition of the practitioner is the 
most important matter rather than the state or way of 

life. For Fr. Francis, Jesus Christ displays the ultimate 
manifestation of samādhi in the Gospels, not least in 
his Passion. He suggests that samādhi leads to genu-
ine freedom, the sign of true spirituality, a person in 
this state ‘is no more a slave of his impulses, not even 
of “good” desires. He submits himself totally to the 
divine will.’[2] ‘How does one achieve that state?’, he 
asked in ‘The Asian Vision of God’ to which he replied: 
‘it is because he has crossed over to the other side of 
life and discovered the true hidden treasure of his life. 
He is a thirthankara, one who has crossed over the 
river of life. It is on this side of the river, in the world of 
objects whether of senses or mind, that we are pulled 
hither and thither’, but once we have crossed over we 
inhabit ‘a world of light and delight as one experiences 
the Lord as the ultimate source of all bliss and beati-
tude.’[3] 

Our dear Fr Francis has now himself become a ‘thir-
thankara’ as he has passed to the other realm of bliss 
of which he spoke so eloquently. May his prayers and 
intercessions continue to bless and inspire us.

Requiescat in Pace!
[1] F. Vineeth, (2004) The Asian Vision of God, p. 159. [2] Ibid., p.164. [3] Ibid., 
p.161.
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The Hand of God created 
the Universe in great zeal 
of His supreme creatures, 

who could Outwit the other 
minor Creations… Yet, man 
disobeyed God. Nevertheless, 
man’s disobedience resulting in 
God’s wrath gave birth to new 
covenants. 

The silent virus which has 
robbed several lives together 

has taught the world that nothing is permanent… Ev-
ery life on earth shall diminish. The days of hope seem 
to be the days of despair. Amidst all such chaos, my 
heart finds solace in the sweeter remembrance of my 
spiritual friend Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala, who 
also had fallen a prey to the bitter pangs of the virus. A 
highly motivational scholar has inspired a number of 
individuals in lighting up the power of the Holy Spirit. 
His name “Vineeth” itself personifies the experience of 

Patrick CMC, Former Provincial Superior, Palakkad
A Journey from Pleasing Acquaintance to Fond recollection…

‘humbleness’. Yet one gets captivated with his practice 
of patience adorned with humility. 

The very light of oneness, no matter of religion, 
was educated by Fr. Vineeth in those splendid days 
when the plan of Divyodaya Interreligious Centre 
was charted down. Fr. Vineeth is a personality beyond 
understanding. His knowledge and spiritual insights 
have paved the path of interreligious meetings for the 
Spirit of Unison even in our proud city Coimbatore. 

The one-week seminar in our Avila Convent had 
surrounded us all with great memories. Fr. Vineeth’s 
wonderful charm for classical genre is indeed appeal-
ing. Other than his spiritual endeavours, he had his 
time saved for classics. 

An evening incident brings in fresh aroma of his 
acquaintance. The most important factor that led me 
closer to his nature was his patience. That evening fa-
cilitated the furtherance of that virtue. The virtue ‘Pa-
tience’ weaved the crown of his faithfulness towards 
his calm nature. I had committed a task of visiting a 
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place along with him one evening. The acceptance 
towards evening changed into negative… But, to my 
surprise, Fr.Vineeth smiled and replied:“It is alright” 
and went on with his work. 

That simple phrase surprised me of his goodness 
of accepting any situation that came across positively. 
Even after that simple incident, Father never gave me a 
glimpse of ignoring or even showing a shade of anger 
for my behaviour on the previous day. 

A noble personality, who can smile at other’s mis-
takes, has only multiplied his blessings and prayers 
from heaven. His motivating seminars had influenced 
the audience with positive reinforcement which made 
the entire week remarkable and memorable. 

Beautiful is his soul which has ascended into 
heaven to sing the unceasing glories along with the 
hosts of archangels and cherubs. May his soul rest in 
Jesus’ arms!

It was in 1968, as I was in the 
Juniorate (Ampazhakad) that 
I met Rev. Fr Francis Vineeth, 

then known as Fr Francis Va-
dakethala, for the first time. He 
gave us the juniors a spiritual/
theological talk. One new in-
sight from his talk impressed 
me then so much that I remem-
bered it ever since, and even 

Sebastian Athappilly CMI,  Austria
A Tribute and an Appreciation

now, that is, even after 53 years! Fr Vineeth spoke to 
us then about the work of redemption wrought by 
Jesus Christ. He used the following analogy. He said, it 
was like a musical director (conductor), when the first 
violin in a concert, unfortunately strikes a false note, 
composes on the spot a new concert that begins with 
this false note that has been played! This note thus 
did not become false any more, but the first note of the 
new symphony! Similarly, God turned the false note 
of the sin of our first parents into the first note of the 
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new creation/symphony in Jesus Christ. This inspiring 
thought has been accompanying me since then. Later 
when I came across the words of St Augustine, who 
spoke of the “fortunate fault” (“felix culpa”) of Adam 
that brought us a wonderful Redeemer Jesus Christ, I 
thought of what Fr Vineeth told us then.

After many years during my higher studies in the-
ology in Austria and Germany I had the opportunity to 
be befriended with the late German family Geschwister 
Riebesecker in Bavaria through Rev. Fr Norbert Edat-
tukaran. This was a family of three pious women be-
longing to the (lay) Third Order of Franciscans, two 
siblings Theresa and Marianne, and their niece Liesel-
otte Ponnath, who were running a textile shop. This 
family was a great benefactor of our congregation; they 
have sponsored many of our seminarians and projects. 
It was Fr Vineeth, through whom this family made the 
first contact with our congregation. The acquaintance 
began at the famous Bavarian Marian shrine in Altoet-
ting, a well-known pilgrim centre in South Germany. 
Fr Vineeth was spending a few days there in retreat. 
This contact and friendship between Fr Vineeth and 
this family paved the way for a longstanding relation-
ship with our congregation. The greatness and spiri-
tuality of Fr Vineeth are manifested in that he did not 

keep this acquaintance and connection only for him-
self, but shared it with many of our confreres, who had 
been in Europe then. This was according to me an au-
thentic spirituality in the spirit of the vow of poverty, a 
spirituality of sharing with others whatever you have, 
not only money but also all the wealth and resources 
of know-how, knowledge and information, power, ac-
quaintance and influence! Family Riebesecker always 
spoke of “Pater Vineeth” in great love, respect and ap-
preciation. 

My close contact with Fr Vineeth began while I 
was at DVK (Bangalore) as a member of the teaching 
staff from 1985. Later I had the pleasant opportunity to 
work with him closely as the Registrar, while he was 
the elected President of DVK for a term of three years. 
Working with him was very smooth, relaxing and en-
lightening. He respected each member of the team and 
considered our opinions and suggestions with due se-
riousness. I had also occasional discussions with him 
on philosophical and theological subjects. He enlight-
ened me on many things, especially Heidegger’s phi-
losophy of being and Husserl’s phenomenology. My 
Austrian friend Univ. Professor Dr Otto Koenig, who 
visited India several times, was very much inspired by 
the vision and insights of Fr Vineeth and invited him 

127



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic
to the University of Graz (Austria) for guest lectures 
on matters related to Indian philosophy and spiritual-
ity. Fr Vineeth could inspire the student body with his 
erudite talks. All who stayed at his ashram Vidyava-
nam, which he started in Bangalore after retirement, 
spoke to me in great appreciation of it. Among them 

were also people from Germany and Austria. What 
I appreciate most in Fr Vineeth is his simplicity and 
approachability combined with original thinking that 
has well digested both the Indian and Western philo-
sophical and spiritual insights and that he tried to in-
tegrate academics with spirituality!

Thomas Thottungal CMI,  USA

¦V×ÍÞøÄ Ø¢ØíµÞø ÆÞVÖÈßµ 
ÄÏßÜâKßÏ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÄÈÄÞÏ 
¦icÞvßµ èÈÉáÃcÕá¢, ¦VdÆ 
ÄÏá¢, ¦Íß¼ÞÄcÕá¢ §Ká¢ ®Kß 
æÜ ÎÞÏÞJ ØíÎøÃµ{ÞÏß ÈßÜ 
æµÞUáKá. 2000_2002 µÞÜ¸G 
JßÜÞÃí ¾ÞX ®æa ÉìçøÞ 
ÙßÄcJßæÜ ¦ÆcdÉÕVJÈçÎ¶ 
ÜÏÞÏ ¥çgÙ¢ ØíÅÞÉßºî µVÃÞ 
¿µ æÌHÞV¸GÏßæÜ ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ 
¦dÖÎJßæÜJáKÄí. 

ÉáøÞÄÈ «×ßÕøczÞV ÄÜÎáùµ{ßÜâæ¿ èµÎÞùßÏ 
Õß¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢, Ø¢ØíµÞøÕá¢, ÆVÖÈºßLÏá¢ ©ZæµÞI 
¦V×ÍÞøÄ Ø¢ØíµÞø¢ ®æKÏá¢ ¦ ÈÞ{áµ{ßW Õ{æø 
çÏæù ØíÉVÖßºîßGáIÞÏßøáKá. 

ÍÞøÄØ¢ØíµÞøJßÜâKßÏ ¦vØÞfÞÄíAÞø¢

dÖÕÃ¢,åÎÈÈ¢, ÈßÆßicÞØÈ¢ ®KßÕÏßÜâæ¿ çÈ¿ßÏ 
¥ÈáÍÕ øâÉJßÜáU Õß¼í¾ÞÈ¢æµÞIí ÎÞdÄçÎ ¥ÙCÞø¢ 
ÈÖßºîí ÉøÎÞÈw¢ çÈ¿ÞÈÞµâ ®K ¼í¾ÞÈ çÏÞ·ØâdÄ¢ 
®Ká¢ ®æa µVHÉ¿B{ßW ¥ÜÏ¿ßAáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ 
Ïá¢ Õ{æøçÏæùØíÉVÖßºîßGáU ²øáÆÞVÖÈßµ ØâµñÎÞÃßæÄ 
Ká ¾ÞX ³VAáKá. 

dÖÕÃ¢, ÎÈÈ¢, ÈßÆßicÞØÈ¢, Íµñß, ¼í¾ÞÈ¢, µVN¢ 
§ÕæÏÜïÞ¢ ØÎ¼í¾ØÎÞÏß ©ZæAÞUßºîáæµÞIí Èß×íµÞÎ 
µVNJßÜâæ¿ ÎÞÄãµÞÉøÎÞÏß ¼àÕßºîáµÞÃßºî ÈNáæ¿ 
ÉøßÖái µÈcµÞÎùßÏçJÞ¿í ¥çgÙJßÈá Õ{æø ¥¿áJ 
ÍµñßÏÞÏßøáKá. 

²øá ÆßÕØ¢ ÄßøæAÞÝßE ØÞÏÞ JßW ÌHÞV¸Gí 
ÈÞ×ÃW ÉÞVAßÈ¿áJáU dÉÇÞÈÕàÅßÏßW Õºîí ¥çgÙ 
JßÈá ÄØíAøzÞøßW ÈßKí ¦dµÎÃ¢ çÈøßç¿IßÕK 
çMÞZåµÏîßÜáIÞÏßøáK ¼ÉÎÞÜÏßÜáU ÖøÃJÞÜá¢ 
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Éøß. ¥NÏáæ¿ ÎicØíÅÄÏÞÜá¢ ÉøÞdÖÏ¢ µâ¿ÞæÄ øfæMG 
¥ÈáÍÕ¢ ÉCáæÕºîßGáUÄí ¾ÞÈßKá¢ ¦ÖíºøcÉâVÕî¢ ³V 
JáçÉÞµáKá. 

¥çgÙJßæa ºßøµÞÜÞÍßÜÞ×B{ßæÜÞKÞÏßøáKá 
ÎøÃ¢ÕæøÏáU ¦dÖÎAâGÞÏíÎ. ÍÞøÄØ¢ØíµÞøJßÜâ 
KßÏ ¦vØÞfÞÄíAÞøJßÈÞÏß ÕcÏ¢æºÏñ ÎáÈßÕøcæÈ 
çÉÞæÜ ÎøÃ¢ Õæø ÉøßÄcµñÈÞÏß ¦dÖÎJßÜÞÏßøßA 

ÃæÎKÞÏßøáKá ¥çgÙJßæa ÕÜßæÏÞøá ¦d·Ù¢. 
®KÞW ®ÜïÞ ÉøßÎßÄßÕøOáµç{Ïá¢ çÍÆßºîí dÄßèÄbµ 
èÆÕÎÞÏ ØVçÕîÖbøX dÄàÄbJßæa ÄßøáKÞZÆßÕØ¢ 
ÄæK ¥Õß¿çJÏíAí §×í¿æMG ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ØÄcÎÞÏáU 
¦vØÞfÞWAÞøJßÈÞÏí ®æKçKAáÎÞÏß Õß{ßºîá... 
ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ ÎæxÞøáÎicØíÅÈÞÏß §Èß ÕßÈàÄºîÈá¢ 
ØbVPJßÜáIÞÏßøßAáæÎKí dÉÄàfßAÞ¢...

Humble was he, humility his name
True to his other (name*), he loved nature
Lived as one with mother nature
Now has he carved in history a name!

The essence and existence strove he
To find the kernel in philosophy.
The victim and priest was One said he
To give the core of his theology.

Filled yet living wholly emptied
Zenith did he reach twice and more,
That minions looked up with awe
Yet his feet stayed fully rooted.

Glorious yet quite plain simple

Francis Xavier Vellanikkaran CMI, Coimbatore
An Elegy to the Acharya

His thoughts and ideas were;
Profuse did they flow out though
In words that didn’t seek to boast.

Passioned yet remaining detached
His heart burned for the ideals, 
That were much above mere humans
Yet he gave in to no ‘lofty’ passions.

Ventured he to bring two lines parallel
Indian and Christian, in truth, one.
Ashram or any place other was fine
To take it with zeal the fire within.

Guide, friend, philosopher… nay quite more
Was he to quite a lot, all his beloved;
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Neither did he keep count nor did he want
To list them as his sishya galore to boost.

Fruitful yet seemed pretty barren
Begot sons and daughters for Him,
Their numbers were quite a plenty
Never did he show to be thus rich.

Year after year he grew with élan 
Down to be a child at heart;
Year after year also he grew in grace
Up to Him through Our Lady.

Trust ye fellow beings that 

Guaranteed a mention he will,
When upon His Lap he reclines
Worthy rest that He grants!

Words can certainly do no justice
To this man of words so wise
Live out his ideals ‘twould suffice
The Lady and the Lord sure to please!

shanthi! shanthi! shanthi!
* Francis – a reference to the love of nature of St. Francis of Assisi.
Though his patron was St. Francis Xavier, he had a special filial affection 
to St. Francis of Assisi.

When I was a theol-
ogy student in Dhar-
maram College, Ban-

galore, I was part of the Indian 
liturgy group. Fr. Vineeth, being 
a person deeply interested in 
Indian spirituality, used to take 

part often in the celebration of the Eucharist. I always 

Jacob Peenikaparambil CMI, Indore
Intelligence and Simplicity Walking Together

looked forward to his sharing of the Word of God. He 
had a special skill to present the teachings of Jesus 
relating them to Indian scriptures and philosophical 
thoughts, and, at the same time, there were some ap-
plications to real life situations. He also made us un-
derstand the significance of chanting bhajans and how 
they could be used for meditation. 
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Although Fr. Vineeth was an original thinker and 
had deep knowledge in the subjects he taught, he was 
humble and ready to answer any question from the 
students. Simplicity was the hallmark of Fr. Vineet; 
his attire, dealings with others, the way he presented 
his views and ideas, and 
his method of answering 
difficult questions reflected 
his simplicity. He never 
got irritated or became un-
comfortable when students 
asked him tricky questions. 
He used to say:“This is my 
view or understanding and 
other people may have their 
own understanding.” The 
so-called intellectual arrogance was alien to him. He 
never defended his views or opinions with arguments. 
Of course, he used to present original ideas with con-
vincing reasons. At the same time, he gave the free-
dom to others to hold their own views. Because of his 
acquaintance with the Hindu Scriptures and Indian 
philosophy he might have been influenced by the Upa-
nishadic idea, Ekam Sat Vipra Bahuda Vadanti (“That 
which exists is ONE, sages call it by various names.”)

His life and dealings with others always reflected 
his humility, simplicity, and integrity. When I recol-
lect my memories about Fr. Vineeth, what comes to 
my mind very prominently is his integrity. The sem-
inarians who undergo formation and the students 
who study in the schools always look forward to role 

models and the most im-
portant quality expected of 
a teacher is integrity. What 
I specially observed in Fr. 
Vineeth was his childlike in-
nocence.Anyone could eas-
ily relate with him. There-
fore, the name Vineeth was 
truly fitting to him. 

While reading the book 
Letters to His Schools by J. Krishnamurthi, I came across 
the difference between ‘Intellect’ and ‘Intelligence’. 
According to the author, “intelligence is the capacity 
to perceive the whole. The very nature of intelligence 
is sensitivity which is love. Without intelligence there 
cannot be compassion. Compassion and intelligence 
walk together.” All those who knew Fr. Vineeth will 
agree that he was an intelligent person radiating sensi-
tivity and simplicity along with originality.
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I am grateful to Fr. Saju Chack-
alackal CMI, Provincial, for 
this opportunity to share few 

words celebrating the life of Fr. 
Francis Vineeth Vadakethala 
CMI, who went to his Eternal 
Abode on 30 May 2021. My as-
sociation with Fr. Vineeth began 
in the late 80s when I first in-
vited him to instruct the young 
religious FMM sisters on Indian 

Spirituality.Since then, as a spiritual guide and friend, 
he has impacted my life. The Retreat he preached to 
our community and his session on prayer to the faculty 
of our college linger vividly in my memory as both the 
groups appreciated much the depth of his spiritual ex-
perience and clarity of expression. 

Fr. Vineeth has come across to me as an earnest 
seeker of God, a fervent priest dedicated to his priestly 
mission of teaching and preaching. His authenticity 

Flavia FMM, Stella Maris, Chennai
Creative Thinker, Prolific Writer, Humble Learner

was manifested in his simplicity, friendliness toward 
all people irrespective of place, status, creed, and ed-
ucation. He will always be remembered as a creative 
thinker, a prolific writer, a humble learner who loved 
nature and silence and reflection on eternal truths not 
to forget his helping nature that put no limits to his 
time, energy in reaching out and complying with re-
quests of any type, whether the need was spiritual, in-
tellectual or any other, as the case may be. 

Personally, I am extremely thankful to the assis-
tance I received from him as an academician par excel-
lence going through my doctoral thesis in literature, 
chapter by chapter.You will be missed not only by 
your family, confreres of your congregation as a pillar 
of Dharmaram College and founder of Vidyavanam 
CMI Ashram but by all whose lives you have touched 
by your peaceful presence, cheerful service, contem-
plative outlook, and courage of conviction. There is no 
goodbye as you are forever in our hearts. Thank you! 
May his soul rest in peace!
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In the first part of 1989, Fr. 
Vineeth paid a visit to Lit-
tle Flower Minor Seminary, 

Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore, 
along with Fr. Thomas Payap-
pan, where I was a first year as-
pirant. Fr. Thomas introduced 
him as professor in Dharmaram 
holding double doctorates in 
Philosophy and Theology from 
Europe. Being an ignorant boy, 

I looked at him with all admiration! The second en-
counter with him was when I came for my BPh studies 
in Dharmaram. I could witness an excellent teacher, 
immersed in wisdom and pouring it in simple terms. 
He could take his students into the plenitude of philo-
sophical concepts of the East and the West. Fr. Vineeth 
was an original thinker with less words, who could 

Jobi Thomas Thurackal CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru
A Man of Wisdom with Passion

emerge himself wonders of the nature with a magnif-
icent heart. He spoke less and reflected more, having 
a calculated mind of expressing constructive and cre-
ative views. He was reluctant to have unproductive 
and destructive conversations. Meanwhile, hours to-
gether he could spend with anyone to elaborate and 
enrich productive concepts. A straight forwarded and 
committed religious who found the value of time and 
relationship in his journey to the God.

Most probably, it was in December 1995, our then 
provincial Fr. Francis Thaivalappil CMI asked me, if 
possible, to go and stay with Fr. Vineeth for two weeks 
in a rented house at Bannerughatta, Bangalore. It was 
the beginning days of the Vidyavanam ashram. Being 
a first year college student and staying in the provin-
cial house, I agreed wholeheartedly to the proposal of 
Fr. Provincial, even though I had to cancel my classes 
for two weeks. The stay with Fr. Vineeth was an ever 
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memorable one. Mr. Jose was there to help him. None 
of us knew the basics of cooking! Whatever we cooked 
he enjoyed well without any complaint. For, he was 
well aware of his practical knowledge of cooking! Be-
ing my professor in philosophy he used to share cer-
tain Indian concepts of spirituality every day and I was 
a good listener. At that age of sixty and having a po-
lio-affected leg, Fr. Vineeth was dare enough to take 
up any physical challenge. One day, he had suggested 
to visit a temple hill nearby our residence. He climbed 
the hill with all enthusiasm and vigour. Though I was 
tired of the climbing, he was very enthusiastic without 
expressing his age-related difficulties. While we were 
on the way back to the residence, he said in his own 
style, “We can come again tomorrow evening!”

Another venture he initiated at that time was to 
walk from Bannerughatta to the new land of present 
Vidyavanam. It was a shortcut passageway of two and 
half kilometres through the thick forest. The journey 
was not easy, since we had to climb a hill and to walk 
through a hazardous and lonely walkway with fear 
of wild animals. For the first time three of us walked 
together with much difficulty and reached the desti-

nation safely. Later, Fr. Vineeth walked many times 
through the same walkway to look after the progress 
of the construction of the ashram. 

Since he wanted each residential building to 
symbolize Indian tradition, the ideas of the drawings 
given accordingly. It was on those days he received 
the sketches of the buildings.I could witness, how 
he enjoyed the drawings of each building. However, 
he gathered the suggestions from others and once he 
came to know the construction would be expensive, 
he gave up the project and looked for something that 
would reflect the simplicity of ashram. 

Fr. Vineeth was a guru by nature and therefore, 
to stay with him was a pleasant experience. Those 
joyful and nourishing experiences with him took our 
batch mates – Frs. Seby Vellanikkaran, Thomas Cha-
lackal, Wilson Chakkyath, Jose Kannampilly, Mr. Mar-
tin Brahmakulam, and myself – tovisit Vidyavanam on 
every Saturday and did manual labour. 

To conclude, Fr. Vineeth was an encyclopaedia of 
simplicity, serenity, solitude, and wisdom. The seekers 
could enjoy well from that God-given treasure abun-
dantly!
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Poly Payyappilly CMI, Coimbatore

ÖøÕÃ¢ÉGßÏßæÜ ÈÕØKcÞØ 
ÍÕÈJßW 1984_W ¦ÆcdÕÄÞVMÃ 
JßÈí ²øáAÎÞÏáU ÇcÞÈ JßÈá 
çÈÄãÄb¢ ÈÜíµßÏÄí Ì. çÉÞZ 
æÉÞGÏíAÜºîÈÞÃí. ²øá dÉÍÞ× 
ÃJßW ØÞwVÍßµÎÞÏß ¥çgÙ¢ 
Ì.ÕßÈàÄºîæÈAáùßºîí ÉøÞÎVÖß 
AÞÈß¿ÏÞÏß. RÕßÈàÄºîçÈÞ¿í ̄ Äá 
dÉÖíÈ¢ ÉùEÞÜá¢ ÎùáÉ¿ßÏáIí. 
ÉøßÙÞø¢ ÈßVçgÖßAÞÈáU µÝßÕí 
¥çgÙJßÈáIí.Q ¦icÞvßµÎÞV 
PÈßVçgÖÕá ÎÞÏß ÌtæM¿á 

JßÏÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîæÈAáùßºîí ¨ ¥ÈáÍÕ¢ æÉÞGÏíAÜ 
ºîX ÉCáÕºîÄí. 

¦ÝíºµZAáçÖ×¢ ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ¾ÞX ÄÄbÖÞØídÄ 
ÕßÆcÞVjßÏÞÏß. dÉÕßÖcÏßæÜ æÖNÞÖzÞøáæ¿ ¿câGùÞÏ 
ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ µâæ¿µâæ¿ ØwVÖßAáKÄí ¥Õßæ¿ ¼àÕßÄº 
øcÏáæ¿ ÍÞ·ÎÞÏßøáKá. ¥ÈáÍÕJßÜâæ¿ ÎÈTßÜÞÏß, 
æÉÞGÏíAÜºîæa ØÞfc¢ ØÄcÎÞÃí. dÉÄßØtßµ{ßW 
ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÉAW ÎÈTáÄáùKÞW ÄàVºîÏÞÏá¢ ÉøßÙÞø 
ÎáIí. ¥çgÙ¢ ¦dÖÏßAÞÕáK, ©JÎÈÞÏ ²øá ÕÝßµÞGß 
ÏÞÃí.

æÄÞGÈáÍÕßºîÄá¢ çµGùßEÄá¢åå

²øßAW ºßÜ ÎÈ£dÉÏÞØBZ ÄáùKáÉùÏÃæÎKá 
çÄÞKß. ¥ºîæa ÎáOßW ÎÈTí æºÞøßÏá KÄßÈÞÏß §øáKá. 
®LÞÃí dÉÖíÈæÎKí ¥çgÙ¢ ®çKÞ¿í çºÞÆßºîßÜï. Éµø¢ 
ÉÜ µÞøcBZ ÉCáÕºîá. ¦Ïßæ¿ æºÏíÄ ÏÞdÄµZ, µIá 
ÎáGßÏ ÕcµíÄßµZ, çÈøßG ºßÜ ¥ÈáÍÕBZ ¥BæÈ ÉÜ 
Äá¢. ²øá ÎÃßAâV µÝßEçMÞZ ¥ºîX çºÞÆßºîá, R®LßÈÞ 
Ãí ÕKÄí? ®çLÞ ÉùÏÞÈá æIKá ÉùEçÜïÞ?Q ®ÈßæAÞ 
Ká¢ ÉùÏÞÈßÜïÞÏßøáKá. ¥ºîæa Õ{æø Øø{Õá¢ ØøØ 
ÕáÎÞÏ Ø¢ØÞøJßÈß¿ÏßW ØC¿Bæ{ÜïÞ¢ ÎùKáçÉÞ 
ÏßøáKá. 

RØçLÞ×¢, Æá£¶¢ _ øIáÄø¢ ¥ÈáÍÕB{á¢ ¼àÕßÄ 
JßÈí ¦ÕÖcÎáIí. ØçLÞ×¢ ÎÞdÄÎÞ ÏÞW ÈÞ¢ Õ{øßÜï. 
Æá£¶¢ ÎÞdÄÎÞÏÞÜá¢ ¥BæÈÄæK. øIáÄø¢ ¥ÈáÍÕB 
{ßÜâæ¿Ïá¢ ÈÞ¢ µ¿Ká çÉÞµÃ¢. ®CßçÜ Õ{øá.Q RØÍÏßÜá¢ 
ØÎâÙJßÜá¢ ºáÎÄÜµZ ÈßVÕîÙßAáKÄá¢ çÈGBZ 
©IÞAáKÄá¢ ¥ÉÞøÌáißÏáUÕøá¢ µÝßÕáUÕøáÎÜï. 
Èß×íÀçÏÞæ¿ ¦vÞVjÎÞÏß ¥ibÞÈßAáKÕøÞÃí.Q §Õ 
ÕßÈàÄºîæa, Ø¢ØÞøJßW µâæ¿µâæ¿ µ¿KáÕøáK ¼àÕß 
ÄçÌÞicB{ßW ºßÜÄÞÃí.

çÏÞ·ÞVjß µÞÜ¸GJßW ®ÝáÄßÏ ²øá ·ÆcµÕßÄ 
²øßAW ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ µÞÃßºîá. RÈKÞÏßGáIí. §ÈßÏá¢ 
®ÝáÄÃ¢. ²øá ÉáØíÄµÎÞÏß dÉØßiàµøßAÃ¢.Q ¥çgÙ¢ 
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Õ{æøçÏæù çdÉÞrÞÙÈ¢ ÄKá. ÉùEÄáçÉÞæÜ Äá¿VKá¢ 
®ÝáÄß. ÉáØíÄµJßæa èµæÏÝáJí dÉÄß ¥çgÙæJ 
¯ÜíÉßºîá. ¥ºîX ¥ÄáÎÞÏß çµÞÏOJâV ÕKí ædÉÞÕßX 
×c{ÞÏ Ì. ùÞçËW µHÈÞÏíAÜºîæÈ çÈøßW µIá Ø¢ØÞ 
øßºîá. ÄãÖâV æØaí ç¼ÞØËí æ®.®Øí. dÉØí ØwVÖßºîí 
ÉáØíÄµ¢ ¥ºî¿ßAÞÈáU ̄ VMÞ¿áµZ æºÏíÄá. ¦ÆcæJ 
Øã×í¿ß ¥BæÈ ÉáùJßùBß.

 ²øßAW ¥çgÙJßæa ÎáùßÏßW ¾ÞX ØÙÞÏß 
AÞÈÞÏß æºKá. Îáùß ÕãJßÏÞAß, ØÞÇÈ Bæ{ÜïÞ¢ dµÎà 
µøßºîá. §¿ÏßW ²øá ØcâGíçµØí èµÏßæÜ¿áJí ¾ÞX 
çºÞÆßºîá,R§ÄßW ®LÞ ÃºîÞ?Q R¥Äí ÄáùKá çÈÞAßæAÞ 
Uá. ®æa ÎáùßÏßW ²øá øÙØcÕá¢ §Üï.Q ¥çgÙ¢ 
©ùMßºîá ÉùEá. ¥ºîX ÉùEÄßW ²øá ÉÞÀÎáæIKí 
çÄÞKß.

¾ÞX ç¼ÞÜß Äá¿VKá. ÎÞÄÞÕßæa ²øá æ®AY 
èµÏßW µßGß. ‘ÄÄbÖÞØídÄ¢ ÉÀßMßAáK ¥ÄßÌáißÖÞ 
ÜßAí ®LßÈÞÃí ÎÞÄÞÕßæa æ®AY? çºÞÆßçAI 
¦ÕÖcÎßÜï.” ¾ÞX ¥Äí ¥ºîÈí ¦ÕÖcÎßÜïÞJ ØÞÇÈ 
B{áæ¿ µâGJßW æÉ¿áJß. ¥ÜíÉØÎÏJßÈáUßW 
¥çÄ æ®AY ¥ºîæa µHßWÉÄßEá. R³, ÎÆV çÎøßQ 
®Kí ©øáÕßGáæµÞIí æ®AY èµÏßæÜ ¿áJí ¥Äí ÎáOí 
®Õßæ¿ §øáKßøáKáçÕÞ ¦ ØíÅÞÈJáÄæK dÉÄß×íÀß 
ºîá.åÉßæKÉßæK çÌÞicÎÞÏß, ÕßÈàÄºîX ²øá èÆÕÎÞ 
ÄãÍµíÄÈÞÃí. RÎÞÄãÍÞÕB{ßÜâæ¿ Îµæa ÄàVjÏÞdÄQ 
RSUfferings and Surprises of MaryQ ®Kà ÉáØíÄµBZ ¥Äß 
æa ¼àÕÈáU æÄ{ßÕáµ{ÞÃí.

ÇVNÞøÞÎßW èÆÕÖÞØídÄÕßÍÞ·¢ æÖNÞÖzÞøáæ¿ 
ÎÞØíxùÞÏß ÕßÈàÄºîX ç¼ÞÜß æºÏíÄß GáIí. dÉØíÄáÄ 
ÌÞºîßW ²øá æÖNÞÖÈí ²øá dÉÃÏÌtÎáIÞÏßøáKá. 
µâæ¿µâæ¿ Ä¿ßºî µÕùßW Èà{ÎáU çdÉÎçÜ¶ÈBZ ¥çgÙ 
JßÈá ÄÉÞW Îáç¶È ÕKáæµÞIßøáKá. æÖNÞÖzÞøáæ¿ 
ØÎâÙ¢ ÎáÝáÕX §AÞøc¢ ¥ùßEßøáKá. ¥ùßÏÞJ ²çø 
²øÞZ ÎÞØíxùºîÈÞÏßøáKá. ²øá ÆßÕØ¢ æÖNÞÖX ØÍÏßW 
ÈßKá Õß¿ÕÞBß. ¥Kí ÕßÈàÄºîX æÖNÞÖzÞøáæ¿ ØÎâÙ 
JßW ÉùEá, R¾ÞX ÈßBæ{ ÕßÖbØßºîá. ÈßB{ßW ²øÞ{á 
æ¿Ïá¢ ²øá ®ÝáJá¢ ÄáùKáÕÞÏßAÃæÎKí ®ÈßAá 
çÄÞKßÏßÜï. §ÈßÏá¢ ¾ÞX ¥BæÈJæK ¦ÏßøßAá¢.Q 
¥ºîX Äæa ÈßÜÉÞ¿í ÕcµíÄÎÞAß. ¥ºîæa ̈  ÈßÜÉÞ¿ßW 
ÈßKí ²øá ÉÞÀ¢ ÉÀßAÞÈáIí.å

²øßAZ ¥çgÙ¢ ²øá ØKcØßÈß ØÎâÙæJ ÇcÞÈßMß 
AáKÄßÈí §¿ÏÞÏß. ÇcÞÈ¢ øIá ÆßÕØ¢ ÉßKßGá. ØçÙÞÆøß 
ÎÞøáæ¿ æÉøáÎÞxJßW ÇcÞÈ·áøá ¥ÄãÉíÄÈÞÏßøáKá. 
ÇcÞÈJßæa ÄÞÏ ÎìÈçÎÞ ºßGµç{Þ ÉÞÜßAæMGßøáKßÜï. 
ÎâKÞ¢ ÆßÕØ¢ øÞÕßæÜ ¥çgÙ¢ ÉùEá,RøIá ÆßÕ 
ØB{ÞÏß ¾ÞX Ø¢ØÞøßºîáæµÞIßøßAáKá. ®çLÞ, 
ÉùÏáK µÞøcBZ ¦øáæ¿Ïá¢ ¥µçJAá dÉçÕÖßAáK 
ÄÞÏß µÞÃáKßÜï. §Kí dÉÍÞ×ÃBæ{ÞKá¢ ©çgÖßAá 
KßÜï. §ÄáÕæø çµG µÞøcB æ{Aáùßºîí ÉUßÏßçÜÞ ÎáùßÏß 
çÜÞ §øáKá ÇcÞÈßAáµ.Q ØÎâÙ¢ æÉæGKí ÈßÖÌíÆÎÞÏß. 
¥ºîX ÎáùßÏßçÜAá ÉßXÕÜßEá. ©ºîÏÞÏçMÞZ ²øÞZ 
ÕKí ¥ºîæa ÎáùßÏßW ÎáGß ÍfÃJßÈá ØÎÏÎÞæÏKí 
¥ùßÏßºîá. RØßØíxV ®LßÈÞÃí ®æK Õß{ßºîÄí. ØÞÇÞøÃ 
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ÏÞÏß ØÎÏÎÞµáçOÞZ ¾ÞX ªGáÎáùßÏßçÜAá ÕøáµÏæÜï 
æºÏîáµ. ¾ÞX ¥ÜíÉ¢ ÉßÃBßÏÄáæµÞIí, ÕÞÖßÏßW 
ÍfÃ¢ µÝßAÞÄßøßAá¢ ®KÞçÃÞ µøáÄßÏÄí? ®dÄ 
ÆßÕØ¢ ÍfÃ¢ µÝßAÞÄßøßAá¢? ÇcÞÈ¢ ÄàøÞX §ÈßÏá¢ 
ÎâKá ÆßÕØB{áIí. ®dÄ ÉßÃBßÏÞÜá¢ ªGáÎáùßÏßW 
¾ÞX ØÎÏJßÈáÄæK ÏáIÞµá¢Q ¥ºîX ÉùEá Èßùá 
Jß. §øáÕøá¢ ºßøßºîáæµÞIí ÍfÃÎáùßÏßçÜAá È¿Ká. 
¨ dÉÄßµøÃJßÜá¢ ²øá ÉÞÀÎáIí.å

ÕßÈàÄºîX ÍÞøÄÆVÖÈJßæaÏá¢ ÍÞøÄèdµØíÄÕ 
¦icÞvßµÄÏáæ¿Ïá¢ ©ÉÞØµÈÞÃí. ØÍÞÖÞØíÄæJ 
Aáùßºîá¢ ¦øÞÇÈdµÎæJAáùßºîá¢ ¥çgÙJßÈá ÄÈÄÞÏ 
µÞÝíºîM¿áµ{áIí. §dÉµÞøÎáU ÕcµíÄßµZ ÎÞÄãØÍçÏÞ¿í 
ØíçÈÙÎßÜïÞJÕøá¢ ØÍÞÉÞøOøcBæ{ Äºîá¿ÏíAáKÕ 
øáÎÞÏß ÎádÆµáJæM¿ÞùáIí. ®KÞW ÕßÈàÄºîX ÉìøØí 
ÄcºßLÞøàÄßæÏÏá¢ èÆÕÖÞØídÄÇÞøµæ{Ïá¢ ̄ æù ØíçÈ 
ÙßAáµÏá¢ ÄÞX ¥¢·ÎÞÏßøßAáK ØàçùÞÎÜÌÞV ØÍÏá 
æ¿ ØÕßçÖ×Äµ{ßW ¥ÍßÎÞÈ¢ æµÞUáµÏá¢ æºÏíÄßøá 
Ká. ²øá ÉìøØíÄcØÍæÏK ÈßÜÏßW ØàçùÞÎÜÌÞV ØÍ 
Ïáæ¿ ¥ÕµÞÖBZAáçÕIß Ø¢ØÞøßAáKÄßÈá ÜÍcÎÞÏ 
¥ÕØøBZ ¥çgÙ¢ ©çÉfßºîßøáKßÜï. §AÞøc 
JßW ÄÞX Õ{æøçÏæù ØìÙãÆ¢ ØíÅÞÉßºîßøáK ÜJàX 
ØÍÞ¢·B{áæ¿ Îá¶¢ çÈÞAÞæÄÄæK ¥ºîX Ø¢ØÞøß 
ºîßøáKá.

1982 ²µíçxÞÌV 22 ÎáÄW 24 Õæø ÎáèÌÏßW 
§LcX ÄßÏç{Þ¼ßAW ¥çØÞØßçÏ×æa ¦ÍßÎá¶c-
JßW ²øá æØÎßÈÞV È¿Ká. “Reconciliation in India” 

®KÄÞÏßøáKá æØÎßÈÞùßæa Õß×Ï¢. dÉØíÄáÄ æØÎß 
ÈÞùßW ÕßÈàÄºîX “The Struggle for Justice in the Church 
and the Call for ReconciliationQ ®K ÖàV×µJßW ²øá 
dÉÌt¢ ¥ÕÄøßMßºîá. dÉÌtJßæa ©U¿AÕá¢ 
¥Äßæa ¦vÞVjÄÏá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ØÍÞØíçÈÙ 
JßÈá¢ ÈàÄßçÌÞÇJßÈá¢ ©ÆÞÙøÃÎÞÃí.

ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎ¢ ¦ø¢ÍßAáKÄßÈáÎáOá¢ Äá¿V 
Ká¢ ¦dÖÎJßæÜ ¥¢·ÎÞµÞX ÉÜ ÄÕÃ ÕßÈàÄºîX 
®æK çdÉøßMßºîßøáKá. ¦dÖÎJßÈí ®æK ©ÉµøßAáµ 
ÏßÜï ®Ká ÉùEí ¾ÞæÈÞÝßEá. ¥çgÙJßæa ÈßùçÕ 
ùÞæÄåçÉÞÏ ØbÉíÈÎÞÃí A Dictionary of Indian Chris-
tian Theology and Spirituality ®K ÉáØíÄµ¢. ¥ÄßW 
®æKÏá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ÉCáµÞøÈÞAß. Èâùá ÄÎßÝí ÕÞAáµæ{ 
Aáùßºîí ®ÝáÄÃæÎKí ¦ÕÖcæMGá. ¦ ç¼ÞÜß §ÈßÏá¢ 
ÉâVJßÏÞÏßÜï. 
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Fr. Francis Vineeth CMI has 
gone to his “Eternal Rest” 
after a sufficiently long 

committed and meaningful life 
for God and the congregation. A 
deeply religious personality as 
he was, he cherished the word 
“Rest” in his life and thought. 
For him prayer, contemplation 
and mystic experience were a 
Rest, “Rest in God”. With his 

deep knowledge of the mystical aspects of Indian 
thoughts, and the knowledge and the experience of 
western mysticism,” Resting in God” was a favourite 
concept for him. On the seventh day, God rested after 
the work of creation, which means God withdrew into 
his own inner Being and Bliss, he rested. Fr. Francis is 
now in the rest and bliss of God, enjoying the reward 
for his jnana marga, life of holy wisdom and mysticism. 
Let us thank God for the gift of this mystic thinker 
Vineethachan. 

James Aerthayil CMI, Palampra
Touched the Heart of Everyone

I deem it a privilege to have lived with him for 
many years in Dharmaram Collage. He was a friend 
of all and all enjoyed his company. He was very much 
alive at recreations and conferences, deeply recollected 
at prayer and meditations, eloquent and jovial in class-
room and on public platforms. He contributed very 
much to the Indian and interreligious thought and 
writing and composed even Sanskrit and Malayalam 
Bhajans and songs for Christian and interreligious 
prayer meetings. 

I can never forget our journey together to the uni-
versities of UK to learn more about the university ed-
ucation system there. We visited Oxford, Cambridge, 
Lancaster and Edinburg and held discussions with 
number of scholars. I still remember our meeting with 
Prof. Dr. Julius from Calcutta, who was the head of the 
department of Indology at Cambridge. We had a very 
fruitful discussion with him. He offered to write arti-
cles for the Journal of Dharma, published from Dhar-
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My Association with Fr. 
Vineeth started with 
my first BPh classes 

at DVK which were held in the 
present JBC auditorium of DVK. 
We were 138 students in number 
and he taught us metaphysics. 
Later, I had many opportunities 
to interact with him, especially 
when I came back to the campus 
as a lecturer at DVK. 

But a memory still I cherish is about a Good Fri-
day sermon at Vidyavanam. It was in 2009. I was in-
vited by Fr. Vineeth to give a sermon on Good Friday 
evening. The audience consisted of hardly 25 people! 

Benny Nalkara CMI, Provincial, SH Province, Kochi
An Unforgettable Good Friday Sermon

maram Vidya Kshetram, which he qualified as the best 
periodical among the interreligious publications. 

Fr. Francis touched the heart of everyone with 
whom he came into contact. Today, therefore, many 

mourn his death. I too express my love and appreci-
ation for Vineethachan through this note and convey 
my condolences to the members of the province of 
Coimbatore and Dharmaram collage. May his noble 
soul rest in God!

There were a group of people from Trichur who used 
to come over there every year in the Holy Week to 
make their annual Lenten retreat. But I was really dis-
appointed. I used to give Good Friday sermons with a 
very passionate rhetoric style to comparatively larger 
crowds. Here, I had no other way but to switch over 
to a conversational style of speech. The people were 
listening to me very keenly. I noticed that Fr. Vineeth 
was gazing at me like a curious student. 

At the end of my sermon, I narrated the story of 
a European missionary who worked in African mis-
sions. He was a married person with two children. It 
was a long time since he visited them. One day, he got 
a message that his wife was sick. He was shocked and 
sad. He was in an interior place close to the forest. It 
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was not easy for him to reach the city and to fly home.
He sat on a rock and began to cry. After sometime he 
saw a group of women fetching water from a nearby 
pond in their pots. He also noticed that after filling the 
pots they were putting small branches with leaves into 
the water. It helped them keep the water from spilling 
over the pots. He suddenly got an insight. The mission-
ary thought like this: “My sorrows of life spill over, but 
I will put the Cross of Christ into it and it will prevent 
from spilling over.”

When I concluded the speech, Fr. Vineeth came 
forward and said: “What an inspiring sermon! Fr. 
Benny, you have touched our hearts.” Then, he re-nar-
rated the story of the missionary and said: “Let’s put 
that branch – the Cross of Christ – into the pots of our 
lives that brim.” My great disappointment was turned 
into tears of joy. That was the best Good Friday sermon 
I have ever made. To my surprise, later, many a time 
Fr. Vineeth recalled it whenever we met. 

Namaste, Great Teacher!

My first encounter with 
Fr. Vineeth was dur-
ing my Philosophical 

Studies (1963-1966) at Dhar-
maram Vidya Kshetram, Ben-
galuru. During this time, he 
was my teacher. As far as I can 
recollect, he taught me Meta-
physics and Existentialism. His 
lectures were really good and 
interesting and his reflections 

were thought-provoking and deep. He was not merely 
lecturing on philosophical topics, but he used to inter-

Alex Thannippara CMI,  
Saint John’s Monastery, Mutholy

My Teacher, Friend and Guide

sperse his lectures with beautiful personal reflections. 
The atmosphere of his classes was relaxed and pleas-
ant. He really paid attention to each and every student 
of his class. 

In 1985, after my higher studies, when I joined 
the Faculty of Philosophy as a member of the staff, Fr. 
Vineeth also was there. Very soon we became good 
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friends. We used to share our ideas and even intimate 
feelings. During this time, I found Fr. Vineeth as a very 
sincere, transparent, delicate and sensitive human be-
ing. He loved and appreciated his confreres very sin-
cerely and warmly. It was almost an impossibility for 
him to insult or cause pain to a confrere. Sometimes, 
when one or the other member of the community mis-
understood him or took offence of him because of no 
fault of his, he used to go out of his way and make real 
and sincere effort to get reconciled to him and win him 
back. Thus, he was a serene, patient, loving and pleas-
ant presence in the community.

From my experience, I am convinced that he was 
a philosopher mystic. Hs writings like, Discovery of Be-
ing, a work on the Philosophy of the famous German 
Philosopher Martin Heidegger, Foundations of World 
Vision, a text book on Metaphysics, and several other 
similar works bear eloquent witness to the fact that Fr. 
Vineeth was a genuine and authentic philosopher. 

Fr. Vineeth has written several books and book-
lets on meditation, spiritual practices and exercises, 
etc. He was above all, a man of prayer. Like our Father 
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, he could sit at the feet of 
the Eucharistic Lord long hours immersed in contem-
plation. During such hours his face used to radiate the 

joy of being with his loving Lord. He could forget ev-
erything and sit with the Lord conversing with him. 

Fr. Vineeth had always an inclination and taste 
for simple and prayer life. The best proof for this 
fact was that for a short time he lived in very simple 
huts together with a few scholastics, who were per-
sonally interested, in the Dharmaram campus itself. 
Fr. Vineeth’s interest and passion for contemplative, 
prayerful and simple life found its culmination in the 
founding of Vidyavanam Ashram at Bannerghatta, in 
the suburbs of Bengaluru. With the help of some gifted 
artists like, Fr. Joy Elamkunnapuza CMI, he designed 
the Ashram Campus with real beauty and great orig-
inality. The central point of the whole campus was of 
course the “Ant Hill Chapel”. It was designed like a 
cave and decorated with beautiful Indian and Chris-
tian symbols. He might have designed the Ashram 
Chapel in the shape of a cave inspired by the Upa-
nisadic dictum “Brahman is to be sought after in the 
cave of one’s heart.” Fr. Vineeth was convinced that 
God was to be sought in the cave of one’s own heart, 
i.e., in the innermost of one’s own being, or in silence 
and contemplation. The whole ambience of the small 
and beautiful chapel was very suitable for silent per-
sonal prayer and meditation. 

141



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

Fr. Vineeth’s simple, silent and contemplative life 
in the Ashram very soon attracted groups of Priests, 
Seminarians and Religious Sisters, as in the case of the 
ancient desert Fathers, to get his personal guidance 
for a life of simplicity and contemplation. He could 
effectively guide them and help them. And all those 
who came to the Ashram highly benefited from Fr. 
Vineeth’s instructions, guidance and above all his in-
spiring and exemplary personal life. 

Thus, in my perception, Fr. Vineeth was a noble 

human being of childlike simplicity and humility, no-
bility and generosity. He was an excellent and original 
thinker and teacher. He was a genuine CMI religious, 
according to the model of our Father St. Kuriakose 
Elias Chavara, who could find real joy in prayer and 
contemplation. He was an effective and exemplary 
spiritual guru and guide. 

I would like to describe Fr. Vineeth’s whole life 
with the help of a Latin saying: “Bonum est diffusivum 
sui ipsius” meaning, “goodness radiates by itself.”

Over a quarter of a cen-
tury (1966-1993) I was 
fortunate enough to 

work with Fr. Francis Vineeth 
as a member of Dharmaram 
College as well as Dharmaram 
Vidya Kshetram. Immediately 
after my term of office as Pres-

Thomas Kadankavil CMI,  Kottayam
A Man Who Stood for Indian Way of Spirituality

ident of DVK Fr. Francis Vineeth succeeded me as I 
was in the thick and thin to bring in the completion 
of DVK Campus development. When I came back to 
Dharmaram after my term as novice master Fr. Francis 
Vineeth as President of DVK was involved very much 
in the planning and executing of the present cafete-
ria in the campus. What I identify in him as a special 
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Father Francis Vineeth im-
pressed me from the very 
first class on Existential-

ism that he taught 36 years ago 
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, 
Bengaluru. He was not just a 
teacher, but an ardent seeker of 

the emerging reality that he encountered in the class-
room and outside of it. When a question was posed to 
him he got into a reflective mode, intuited the images 
that arose from the depth of himself, articulated it with 
profound wisdom and it looked like a new idea was 
given birth! When he stumbled into a deep insight, 
one could observe a smile and a brief silence before he 

Pancratius MSC, Bengaluru
A Reflective Thinker and Mystic

mark is his interest in and his passion for developing 
an Indian Christian theological school assimilating all 
that is found unique in Indian spiritual traditions. In 
this connection, I also recall the Indian Liturgy intro-
duced in the National Seminar on “Church in India” at 

Dharmaram College in 1969. At that time, Fr. Francis 
Vineeth and his colleagues were giving a vital gush to 
the incipient Indian theological school of research and 
study which became a hallmark of his personality in 
the course of time.

put them into words. The students could understand 
that was a new idea that he had just stumbled into and 
he was still enjoying the insight before he shared with 
his students. Anyone who was deeply involved in the 
class would come out with a learning for life.

During my doctoral studies in clinical psychol-
ogy there were many occasions I remembered Father 
Vineeth, especially during the course on inter-sub-
jectivity theory in Psychodynamic school of thought. 
What he taught about inter-subjectivity resonated 
during this course in a very personal way and still 
continues to resonate in my clinical work. There are 
times when I apply metaphysical principles in my 
homilies: you cannot but remember his classes which, 
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once again, come alive in the reflections. Yes, this man 
was indeed a mystic, who made sense of God’s pres-
ence in various ways, touched people by his inspiring 
thoughts and gestures. May his spiritual presence con-

tinue to inspire his privileged students to imitate him 
in being reflective in their respective ministries! May 
the Lord continue to see the glory shines forth in the 
humble men and women like Father Francis Vineeth!

Father Francis Vineeth Va-
dakethala CMI was a per-
son of joy and spread the 

fragrance of it in silence and 
sound. His joy was radiant and 
crescent. A sweet smile was 
on his face always, glowingly 
growing as years passed by.

I consider that Father 
Francis lived the ideal of Jesus, 

“I have said these things, so that my joy may be in you 
and your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11) throughout 
his life. Joy was the key to his life. 

At the heart of his heart, there was joy, flowing 
down through his words and gestures, a man singing 
and dancing for joy. A hallow of the innocent and in-

Paulachan Kochappilly CMI,  Dharmaram, Bengaluru
Joyful Harp of the Spirit: An Awakened and Integrated Consciousness of V. F. Vineeth

domitable spirit of joy made him special and genuine. 
While he was lost in search of the Ineffable, Father 
Vineeth was found connected with miseries and suf-
ferings of humanity. 

Recollecting his sweet and charming presence 
amidst us while he was alive and active, I would like to 
quote the first verse from Madhurashtakam, which fits 
his personality so well:

Adharam Madhuram Vadanam Madhuram Nayanam 
Madhuram Hasitam Madhuram 

Hrdayam Madhuram Gamanam Madhuram Mad-
hura-Adhipater-Akhilam Madhuram 
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Your lips are sweet and charming, your face is 
 sweet and charming,

Your eyes are sweet and charming and 
your laughter is sweet and charming,

Your heart is sweet and charming and your walk-
ing is sweet and charming;

Everything about you is sweet and charming,  
O Lord of sweetness!

Father Vineeth was indeed a sweet person.He was 
an artist to the core and had a creative touch to all what 
he did. He took time to enjoy events and moments in 
life.So, people were drawn to him, especially artists in 
different fields of life.And, in turn, by providing in-
sight and inspiration, he encouraged and empowered 
them to do great works surpassing the times.

The Holy Spirit was his source of strength and 
he was engaged in a search of the Ineffable.Joy welled 
up because of his awakened consciousness.Awakened 
by the Holy Spirit, Father Vineeth seemed to have 
worked out all his creative and innovative projects as a 
single continuum, which he named as “call to integra-
tion.”As you are awakened, so are you integrated. For 
him, nothing was alien, everything has a relevance and 
significance in the larger canvas of life. 

Moved by the Holy Spirit, Father Vineeth was 

free like a child of God and firm in his conviction.He 
was bold and solid on matters of truth, goodness, and 
beauty; there was no compromise on the question of 
freedom and justice.He spoke truth to the power. His 
paper on “Justice and Reconciliation: The Sad but Liv-
ing Story of a Church in Fetters” is in clear relief to his 
awakened consciousness and fearless stance.

Filled with Holy Spirit, Father Francis showcased 
a genuine taste for all that is genuinely Christian, 
Eastern, and Indian.Beyond doubt, in him, there was 
a genuine confluence of Indian Eastern Christianity, 
the three tributaries awakening him to be one with the 
Ineffable.His initiative to get the sketches of the litur-
gical seasons of the Syro Malabar Church drawn by 
Joy Elamkunnapuzha CMI and supplying his own En-
glish texts highlighting the spirit of each season pub-
lished in the CMI Diary of the 1980s is a testimony to 
his filial devotion to his mother Church.Later, when 
he constructed a chapel in Vidyavanam Ashram, 
Bhoothanahalli, Bengaluru, he, out of his love for and 
commitment to the Eastern liturgy, made it a point to 
get those sketches drawn on colour glasses in it.

Father Vineeth was a man of wonder and he loved 
mysteries. On more than one occasions, he has shared 
his great regard and appreciation for the Syro Malabar 
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Eucharistic Liturgy, the most ancient liturgy of Mar 
Addai and Mar Mari.He told me that the anaphora 
of the Liturgy of our Church is marvellous and out-
standing, which should be preserved and celebrated 
wholeheartedly.It is the celebration of the Mystery of 
Christ and the mystery of the world, including human 
beings. And I have seen him enjoying the celebration 
of the Liturgy thoroughly.

Above all, in Father Vineeth, we encounter a 
mystic poet, who sees, muses, and takes all things 
and events as parts of the whole, the Mystical Body 
of Christ.He leaves a legacy of contemplation of the 
Lord in everything and all things in the Lord after the 
example of Mary, our Mother, who contemplated the 
mysteries of God in her Magnificat.

Father Vineeth liked, loved, and lived everything 
true, good, and beautiful in Indian, Eastern, and Chris-
tian heritage to the best of his ability, integrating all 
things on his journey towards the day of the Lord, on 
Sunday, 30 May 2021.

To conclude, I quote four lines of his poem in one 
of his articles, “In Search of the Ineffable” (V. F. Vada-
kethala, 2009, 33-34):

How long shall I go on searching?

When shall my search become seeing,

And thought become touching,

Reason move to faith,

And faith become resting in you?

Fr. Vineeth made a huge impact on generations of Indian Christian religious to 
discover and embrace the Indianness in their Christian living! May his soul rest 
in peace!

Arun Antony Chully CMI
Huge Impact on Generations
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“Father Vineeth CMI, a 
much-admired profes-
sor at Dharmaram Vidya 

Kshetram, Bengaluru, was a 
great personality who used to be 
a frequent visiting professor in 
Guna and gave spiritual anima-

tion and classes to the Sisters as well as the candidates. 
He was an expert in Indian way of meditation and con-
templation. I recall his commendable role in preparing 
the first batch of three Novices for their first profession 

Fr. Vineeth was a man of simplicity, a lovely person with great philosophy in 
mind, body, and spirit: really it is a great loss for Preshitha Province. May 
his soul rest in peace!

Mariet CSSE, Sisters of Saint Elizabeth
An Inspiring Animator

Philips Pontheckan CMI
A Man of Simplicity

for the first time in India. The theme of his prepara-
tory retreat centred around three Indian concepts of 
Archana, Vandana, and Shanti, which were accepted 
as their names in the Congregation at their first pro-
fession when they became Sisters of Saint Elizabeth. 
He is not only a holy ascetic but also a very simple, 
gentle and noble man. I gratefully remember him and 
thank the Lord for the precious gift of Father Vadake-
thala CMI.”
(From A Journey of Faith into the Unknown by Sr. Mariet 
CSSE, pages92-93)
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John Elavathingal CMI, Brazil

²øá æºùá ÉáFßøßçÏÞæ¿ ÇVNÞøÞ 
Îßæa §¿ÈÞÏßµ{ßÜâæ¿ §{¢ ÎE 
ÈßùJßÜáU ×Þ{á¢ ÉáÄºîí ØÞÕÇÞ 
È¢ È¿Ká ÕøáK µáùºîá æÕ{áJ 
ÄÜÎá¿ßÏáU ²øºîX_ ÌÙáÎÞÈ 
æMG ÕßÈàÄºîæÈAáùßºîáU ¦Æc 
³VN §ÄÞÃí. ÉßKà¿ÞÃí çµÞÏO 
JâV èÕØí ædÉÞÕßXØßæa ¿câG 
ùÞÏß ¥ùßÏæM¿áK ®ÝáJáµÞ 
øÈÞÏ, ·ÞÈøºÏßÄÞÕÞÏ, ÄJb 
ºßLµÈÞÏ ÕÜßÏ ÎÈá×cÈÞÃ 
çgÙ¢ ®Kí ÎÈTßÜÞÏÄí.

ÕÞAáµZAí ÕÜßÏ ÕßÜÏáæIKí ÎÈTßÜÞAßÄK 
²øá ÕcµíÄßÄbÎÞÃí ÕßÈàÄºîçaÄí. ¥ÄáçÉÞæÜÄæK ÈßÖ 
ÌíiÄÏßÜâæ¿Ïá¢ ÈÎáAí Ø¢ØÞøßAÞæÎKá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ 
µâæ¿ÏáUÕæø ÉÀßMßºîá. ÄÞX ¥ùßEÄá¢, ¥ÈáÍÕßºî 
ÄáÎÞÏ èÆÕÞÈáÍÕ¢ ÎxáUÕøáÎÞÏß ÉCáæÕAáKÄßW 
ÕßÈàÄºîX Õ{æøÏÇßµ¢ ØçLÞ×¢ µæIJßÏßøáKá. 
Äæa ÄßøAáÉß¿ßºî ¥icÞÉÈ, ÉáØñµøºÈÞ ÆßÈºøcµ 
ç{Þ¿áµâæ¿ ÉÄßÕáU ØKcÞØ dµÎJßÈMáù¢ ²øá 
ÎÃßAâæùCßÜá¢ æÌFÎßÈºîX ºÞMÜßW ÈßÖÌíiÈÞÏßøß 
AáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîX ÄÄbÖÞdØñÉÀÈµÞÜJßæÜ ²øá 
ØÕßçÖ× ³VNÏÞÏßøáKá. ¦çøÞ¿á¢ ¥Äßøáµ¿K 
¥¿áMçÎÞ, ¥µÜçÎÞ ØâfßAÞJ ²øá ÖÞLÄÏáU 

µÞÜ¸GJßæa ²øÞÕÖcÎÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX

ÎÈá×cÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX Õ{æø æÉæGKÞÏßøßAá¢ ÈNZ 
çÉÞÜáÎùßÏÞæÄ ÈNáæ¿ ÙãÆÏJßçÜAí µÏùßÉxáKÄí. 
Äæa µÝßÕáµæ{Aáùßºîá¢, µÝßÕáµáùÕáµæ{Aáùßºîá¢ 
Õ{æø æÄ{ßÎÏáIÞÏßøáK ÕßÈàÄºîX ÉâVHÎÞÏá¢ èÆÕ 
JßW ØÎVMÃ¢ æºÏíÄáæµÞIÞÃí ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎJßÈí 
Äá¿A¢ µáùßAáKÄí. ¦ø¢ÍµÞÜ ¥ÈßÖíºßÄÄbB{á¢, 
¦µáÜÄµ{á¢ ²øá ÉøßÇßÏßW µÕßEí ÄæK ¥çÜÞØ 
øæM¿áJáÕÞX ¥çgÙ¢ ¥ÈáÕÇßºîßøáKßÜï. Õ{æø 
dÖÎµøÎÞÏ µÞÜ¸GJßW çÉÞÜá¢ ÄÞX Äá¿BßæÕºî ¦dÖÎ 
ÉiÄßÏßW ÈßKí ÉßLßøßÏÞX ¥çgÙ¢ ÄÏîÞùÞÏßøáKßÜï. 
ÄÞX ²øßAÜá¢ èµÕß¿ÞJ èÆÕ¢ ÄæK ²øßAÜá¢ 
èµÕß¿áµÏßÜï ®Kí ÕßÖbØßAÞX ÄA ¥ØÞÇÞøÃ 
ÕßÖbÞØßÏÞÏßøáKá ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîX. ÄÞX ̄ æx 
¿áJ µVJÕc¢ Äæa èÆÕJßæaÄÞÃí ®Kí ÕßÖb 
ØßAÞÈá¢, ¥ÄßÈí dÉÄßµâÜÎÞÏß ÈßWAáK Ä¿TBæ{ 
èÆÕ¢ ÄæK ¥ÈáµâÜÎÞÏß ÎÞxßæAÞUá¢ ®Ká ÕßÖbØß 
AÞÈá¢ ØçLÞ×çJÞæ¿, ÉøÞÄßµ{ßÜïÞæÄ ÎáçKÞGáçÉÞ 
µÞÈá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ®Ká¢ ÄÏîÞùÞÏßøáKá.

¥Éøøáæ¿ µáùÕáµæ{Aáùßºîí ÉùÏÞæÄ ÄæK ÈNáæ¿ 
ØÞÏÞÙíÈ Ø¢ÍÞ×ÃBæ{ Äß{AÎáUÄÞAÞæÎKí ²øá 
ØáØíÎßÄçJÞæ¿ ÉÀßMßºî ÖÞLÈÞÏ ÎÈá×cX ®Ká¢, 
ÈÎáæAÞøá ÆàÉñÎÞÏ ³VNÏÞÃí. ®æKCßÜá¢ ¦çøÞæ¿ 
CßÜá¢, ®çMÞæÝCßÜá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ çÆ×cæMGßøßAáçÎÞ 
®Kí Ø¢ÖÏÎÞÃí. Äæa ¼àÕßÄJßW ºßÜçMÞæÝCßÜá¢ 

148



Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic
Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

¥ÈáÍÕßçAIßÕK Õß×ÎµøÎÞÏ ¥ÕØíÅµæ{ ÎùÕßÏáæ¿ 
ÕÞÄßÜßÈMáù¢ ÎùºîáæÕAáÕÞX ÕßÈàÄºîÈí ²øá Õß×ÎÕá¢ 
©IÞÏßøáKßÜï.

®LáæµÞIá¢ ÈNáæ¿ µÞÜ¸GJßæa ²øÞÕÖcÎÞÏß 
øáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. Äæa µ¿Îµæ{ ÕßÈàÄÎÞÏß ÈßVÕî 

Ùßºî ÈßVNÜÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX, Äæa çÉøßæa µÞøÃ 
ÍâÄÈÞÏ ÕßÖái dËÞXØàTí ¥TàØßæÏçMÞæÜ ºßøµÞÜ¢ 
ÈNáæ¿ ©UßW ÈßùEí ¼àÕßAá¢. ¥çgÙ¢ ®Ká¢ µâæ¿ 
æµÞIáÈ¿K ¥NæÏ ÉáØí ÄµÄÞ{áµ{ßÜâæ¿ ÈÎáAí 
ÄKáæµÞIÞÃí ¥çgÙ¢ µ¿KáçÉÞÏÄí. ¥çgÙJßæa 
ÎÈØíÎßÄ¢ ÈN{ßÜâæ¿ Äá¿øæG.

If a teacher can instil in a stu-
dent a thought or an insight, 
which is like a spark that 

will get ignited in the course 
of time, he/she is a trailblazer 
for a generation. The concepts 
of Dasein and Panchakoshas, 

which have created sparks in me from the course of Fr. 
Francis Vineeth, continue to make me search for the 
meaning of Sein in relation to the earth and heaven and 
to continue striving for an inward journey to the Anan-
damayakosa. I can still recollect an idea that impacted 
me from his class: Dasein gets meaningful existence 
only in relation to the other and the Other. This idea, 

Joy Philip Kakkanattu CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru
 Impact: A Tribute to Father Francis Vineeth CMI

which has remained with me ever since 1984, has made 
me look for its biblical equivalents. Now I know that 
the basic idea of biblical covenant is relationality.

His classes on Metaphysics helped me not to stop 
at the phenomena and to ponder over the thought be-
hind the phenomena, which is the Divine.

The importance of integration of various streams of 
thoughts, an idea which was powerfully and convinc-
ingly communicated in his classes helped me to search 
for a middle path, avoiding extremes, as I believe that 
any avouchment to one extreme would make us intol-
erant to others and may make us one-sided in our per-
spectives.
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Vimala CMC, Provincial, Udaya-Irinjalakuda

Hcp So¨dnsâ hnizmk-kw-ln-Xbpw 
Adn-hp-Ifpw hnj-b-t¯m-Sp-Å ssh 
ImcnI ASp¸hpw kaÀ¸-Whpsam 
s¡ ]Tn¸n-¡p¶ hnj-b-hp-ambn 
At`y-Zy-ambn _Ô-s¸-«n-cn-¡p¶p 
F¶m-sWsâ hnizm-kw. _lp-am\ 
s¸«hn\o-X-¨sâ Hcp ]qÀÆ hnZymÀ 
°n\n F¶ \ne-bnÂ Rm³ ]dbpw 

F\n¡v hn\o-X-¨³ F¶mÂ Metaphysics F¶m-Wv 
AÀ°w.  HmÀ½bpsS Xmfp-IÄ adn¡pt¼mÄ hn\o-X-¨\v 

MetaphysicsF¶ hnj-b-t¯mSv sshIm-cnI ASp¸w 

{]km-Zm-ß-I-amb PohnXw… \ne-¡m¯ [ym\w…

D≠ m-bn-cp-¶p F¶v hmbn-s¨-S-¡m-\m-hpw. AXn`u-XnI imkv 

{Xw ]Tn-¸n-¡p-t¼mÄ A¨³ Hcp A`ua kt´mjw A\p-`-hn-

¡p-¶-Xmbn tXm¶n-bn-«p≠- v. hnip-²nbpw Bg-apÅ Úm\w 

DÛ-hn-¡p¶ [ym\hpw A¨\nÂ hnf-§n-bn-cp¶ khn-ti-j-

X-I-fm-Wv.  A¨³ FÃm AÀ°-¯nepw Hcp henb k\ym- 

kn-bm-Wv. B{i-tam-Nn-X-amb thj-¯nepw IS-temfw 

Bg-apÅ ZrjvSn-bnepw kZm ]p©ncn-¨pÅ kwkm-c-

¯nepw A¨³ R§Ä¡v Hcp Kpcpt{ijvT-\m-bn-cp-¶p. 

A¨sâ {]km-Zm-ß-I-amb PohnXw C¶pw Hcp \ne- 

¡m¯ [ym\w IWs¡ Hm-½-bmbn R§-fpsS a\-ÊnÂ 

Pohn-¡p-¶p.

Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls” 
(Mt 11.29). It is the first and prime thought that 

flashes through my mind, whenever I think of our 
beloved Vineeth Achan, who lived an exemplary life, 
exactly as how our Lord Jesus teaches us. Vineeth 
Achan’s name and his body language always proved 
that he is humble in heart. 

Joby Chakkalackal CMI, Germany
Gentle and Humble in Heart

What he taught us during the 
Metaphysics classes demanded 
high concentration and 
intelligence. However, his simple 
pedagogy, which is unique, made 
it easy to grasp the subtle ideas. 
He never imparted us a feeling 
that he is a great serious Professor 
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of Philosophy and that he was teaching us one of the 
most abstract subjects, whose theories stood above the 
universe.He taught through a simple methodology so 
that nobody could say, we are punched. He always 
began humbly so that nobody could say, he is away 
from us. He made himself humble so that nobody 
could say, he is greater than us: that is exactly how 
Jesus lived in this world. Jesus made himself as simple 

as a little bread so that he continues to live forever in 
the hearts of many. Vineeth Achan lived so humble 
that his memories would stay forever in our hearts. 

Now it is our turn to learn from you, dear Vineeth 
Achan, because you were gentle and humble in heart. 
We will find rest and peace for our souls through your 
humble words and life.

Joseph Vithayathil CMI,  Attappady

ØÍÞçøÞÆÈ¢ (ÈçÄÞKÄ/ÕFßMÞGí ÕãJ¢)

¥NµKà ÎÃßÄæa...... ®K Õß×Î·ÞÈ øàÄßÏßW ÉÞ¿Þ¢. 

ØÍÞçøÞÆÈ çºÞÆcBZæAÜïÞ¢ ÕßÈàÄºîX YES ÉùEá.

ÕßÈàÄºîÞ, ÕßÆcÞÕãiÞ, ÕßÈµ{ßW ÕßÆâøçÈ

ÕßÈÏJßW ÕßÍâ×ßÄÞ, ÈÎßºîà¿áKá.

ÕßÆcÏßÜá¢, ÕßçÕµJßW ÕßÇßçÉÞæÜ ÕßµÞøßºî 

ÕßçÇÏçÈ, ÕßÖÞøÆÞ ØñáÄßºîà¿áKá.

µIÖÞ¢µ¿ÕßçÜæù ÉIáÄÞÎØßAá¢ çÜÞÈ_

ÄÞIN ÆOÄàØâÈá ÉßùçKÞ ÉádÄÞ?
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Õ¿çAJÜ µá¿á¢Ì¢ ©¿çÏÞæa µãÉÏÞæÜ 

Õ¿ßÕßWJKÝçµÞæ¿ ¼ÈßçºîÞ ÉádÄÞ?

©HßÏÞÏí Èà ÉßùKçMÞZ æÕHßÜÞÕßXdÉÍÄâµß

µHßÜáHßçÉÞæÜÈàÏá¢ ÉßùçKÞ ÉádÄÞ?

dËÞXØàæØK ÈÞÎÇÞøßdÉÞÏÎFÞÏí Õ{VKçMÞZ

dÉÞÅÎßµÉÞÀBZ Èà ÉÀßçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

ÉÞÀcµÞøcB{ßçÜx¢ ÈàIµÞÜ¢dÖÎßºîÄßW

ÉÞmßÄc¢ ÉÜÄßÜá¢ Èà ÕøßçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

ÄÄbÖÞdØñ ÕßÍÞ·JßW ¥ØíÄßÄbJßÜÕ·ÞÂ¢

¥ØíÄÎßAÞJÄáçÉÞæÜ d·ÙßçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

èÆÕÖÞdØñÉÞmßÄcÕá¢ èµÕøßAÞÈáÆcÎßºîçMÞZ

èÆçÕ×í¿¢ çÉÞW ÕcÞÉøßAÞX dÖÎßçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

ÎâKøÉÄßxÞçIÞ{¢ ÎâJ ÖÞdØñÕßÖÞøÆX

ÎâVJßÎJÞÏibÞÈßAÞX ¦ÖßçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

ÍÞøÄàÏÞdÖÎÕÞØ¢ ÉÞø¢æµÞÄßºîÞçÕÖJÞW

ÇàøÎÞÏí ÄÞX RÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢"" ºÎçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

ÉVHÖÞÜ ÉâVHÎÞÏá¢ ØbVHÎÏÎÞAÞÈÞÖ

µVHßµibÞÈJÞW Õ{VçKÞåÉádÄÞ?

¥ibÞÈB{ÞØµÜ¢ ¦icÞvßµÞçÕÖJUÞW

¥èÆbÄAÞøÈÄáçÉÞW dÖÎßçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

ÕßÆcÞÇÈ¢ ØVÕ¢ ØbL¢ ÕßÆcÞVjßµZAÞÏßÉÞø¢

ÙãÆcÞ ÈÜíµàGÍßÎÞÈ¢ ÕøßçºîÞåÉádÄÞ?

ÈÜïÕÈÞ¢ ÕÜïÍLKÜï ÜßÜïÞJßÜïJßW Èà

ÎáÜï ÕÜïßÕÞØÎÞÏß çÖÞÍßAâåÉádÄÞ!!
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Fr. Francis Vineeth, the charismatic founder of 
Vidyavanam Ashram at Bannerghatta, Banga-
lore, was a real genius of his own time, an original 

thinker, very strong in his convictions, a contemplative 
in prayer life, a man of simple life and a role model 
for all of us. His great desire to begin an Indian Chris-
tian Ashram got realised on 3 January 1997 when he 
started the Vidyavanam Ashram at Bangalore. It was 
his cherished dream for Ashram life for many years 

Antony Puthenangady CMI 
Vidyavanam Ashram, Bengaluru 

The Charismatic Founder of Vidyavanam

and because of it he collaborated with Ashram life in 
Dharmaram Campus in 1979. 

At your departure not only the inmates of Vidyava-
nam but also all the buildings here stones, trees, plants 
and even sand particles mourn your death. For the 
helping staff members of Vidyavanam Rev. Fr. Vineeth 
was a very tender loving father. For Mr. Jose and Mrs. 
Molly, he was everything of their lives. 

For me Rev. Fr. Vineeth was my philosophy profes-
sor from the year 1968-70. I recall his very inspiring 
classes. He integrated Indian and western thoughts in 
his classes. 

Since this is the Silver Jubilee year of Vidyavanam 
Ashram we wanted to have you very much in our 
midst for the Jubilee Celebration. But God’s will was 
otherwise. Dear Fr. Vineeth even though we miss you 
physically your spirit will be with us to inspire and 
lead. We will carry on your legacy.
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Sunny Ukken CMI, Preshitharam, Mannuthy

ÈNáæ¿ dÉßÏæMG dËÞXØàØí ÕßÈà 
ÄºîX çÕVÉßøßEáçÉÞÏßGá ÆßÕØ 
BZ ¥ÇßµÎÞÏßÜïçÜïÞ.ÉÜçMÞÝá¢ 
ÎøÃçÖ×ÎÞÃí ³çøÞ ÕcµíÄßµæ{ 
Ïá¢AáùßºîáU ÎÇáøØíÎøÃµZ 
ÈNßçÜÏíAí µ¿Ká ÕøÞùáUâ. ²øá 
ÉÞ¿ í ¥¿áJá §¿ÉÝµÞX ¥ÕØø 
ÎáIÞÏßGßæÜïCßÜá¢ ¥µæÜ ÈßKí 
ÄæK ¦øÞÇÈÞÎçÈÞÍÞÕçJÞ 
æ¿ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ çÈÞAßµÞÃÞæÈ 
®ÈßAí µÝßEßGáUâ.

ÈNáæ¿ ØÍÏßW çºVKçMÞZ ©IÞÏßøáK çÉøÞÃí 
dËÞXØàØí Õ¿çAJÜ. ÉßKà¿í ¥Äßæa µâGJßW 
µâGßçºVAæMG çÉøÞÃí ''ÕßÈàÄí”. Äßµºîá¢ ¥ÈáçÏÞ¼c 
ÎÞÏ çÉøí. ¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄ¢µIßGá èÆÕ¢ ®ÝáÄß çºVJ 
çÉøÞÃÄí. ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÙãÆÏJßæa ¥·ÞÇÄÏßW 
ÈßKí ©ÏVKí ÕK çÉøí. 

ÉáÃcÞvÞÕßæa ¦icÞvßµÄæÏAáùßºîí ºáøáAß 
ÉùEÞW: ©ÏVK ºßL, Ü{ßÄ ¼àÕßÄ¢. ¥ºîÈÞÏßGí ¥¿áJí 
ÉÝµßÏßGáUÕV ÉùÏÞùáIçÜïÞ ÏÞæÄÞøá ÄÜAÈÕá¢ 
(Head Weight) §ÜïÞJ ÎÈá×cX, ¥çÄ ØÎÏ¢ Îá¶çÈÞGÎß 
ÜïÞæÄ ®ÜïÞ¢ æÕGßÄáùKí ÉùÏáK dÉµãÄ¢. 

¼àÕßÄJßæa Øß¢ÙÍÞ·Õá¢ ºßÜÕÝßºîßGáUÄá ÇV 
NÞøÞ¢ çµÞç{¼ßÜÞÃçÜïÞ. ædÉÞÕßXØßæa ØàÈßÏV ¿câGV 
(Senior Tutor) ®K ÈßÜÏíAá dÉÕßÖcÏßæÜ ÉáÄßÏ ÄÜÎáùæÏ 
çdÉÞÄíØÞÙßMßAÞÈá¢ ÄßøáJÞÈá¢ ¥ºîÈí µÝßEßGáIí. 
¥ºîæa ØbÄØßiÎÞÏ ÍÞ×ÏßW ÉùEÞW “¨ æºÏíÄ 
µÞøcJßW ºßÜæÄÞæA §×í¿æMGá. Éæf Îxá ºßÜ µÞøc 
BZ ®ÈßAí §×í¿ÎÞÏßGßÜï çµçGÞ.” ÄÞX æºÏîáK µÞøc 
Bæ{Aáùßºîí ÕcµíÄÎÞÏ ÇÞøÃµZ ©IÞÏßøáKá.

ØÍÏáæ¿ Õ{VºîÏíAáçÕIßÏá¢ ²øáÉÞ¿áµÞøcBZ 
æºÏíÄßGáIí. ¼ÈùW ºÞMíxVµ{ßÜá¢,ådÉÕßÖc ºÞMíxVµ{ß 
Üá¢ ²øá dÉÕÞºµ ÖÌíÆÎÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. dÉÕÞºµX 
èÆÕJßæa ÕµíÄÞÕÞÃçÜïÞ. Äæa ÉÀÈJßW ÈßKá¢ 
dÉÞVjÈÏßWÈßKá¢ ©øáJßøßÏáK µÞøcBZ ÉÞÖíºÞÄc, 
ÉìøØñc, ÍÞøÄàÏ èÆÕÖÞdØñBæ{ Ø¢çÏÞ¼ßMßºîáæµÞIí 
ÕøÞX ÕßÈàÄºîÈí µÝßEßGáIí. ÉáÄßÏ ÈßÏÎÞÕÜßÏßæÜ 
ØÍÏáæ¿ ØbÍÞÕæJµáùßºîáU ¥çÈb×ÃJßW Triple 
Roots (Oriental, Carmelite, and Indian) µæIJÞÈá¢ ¥ºîX ÈßVHÞ 
Ïµ ÉCí ÕÙßºîßGáIí.

ÇVNÞøÞÎßWåIndian Liturgy      æÏÞæA ¥ÈáÕÆßºîßøáK 
µÞÜ¸GJßW ÈßÜJí ºdÎ¢ É¿ßEßøáKá ÙãÆÏ¢ èÆÕJß 
CçÜÏíAí ©ÏVJß èµµZ µâMß ¥VMßAÞùáU Éâ¼µZ 
§çMÞÝá¢ ÎÈTßW æÄ{ßEí ÈßÜíAáKá. ÌÜßÏVMÃ¢ 

ÕßÈÏ ÍÞÕJßæa ÕßÈàÄ ÆÞØX
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Ø¼àÕÎÞAÞX ¥ºîæÈÝáÄßÏ Í¼X

Rç¼ÞÄß ç¼ÞÄß ç¼ÞÄß
ÈßÄc ØÈÞÄÈ ç¼ÞÄßQ

§Äßæa ¥ÜÏ¿ßµZ §Ká¢ ÎÈTßÜáIí.

§çÄÞæ¿ÞM¢ Oriental ùàJßÈáçÕIß ÕÞÆßAÞÈá¢ ¥ºîX 
ÎáçKÞGá ÕKßGáIí. ØàçùÞÎÜÌÞV ØÍÏíAí ¥ÈáÍÕæMGß 
øáK ¥Õ·ÃÈæÏ ÎáKßW µIíæµÞIí øâfÎÞÏ ÍÞ× 
ÏßW ¥ºîæÈÝáÄßÏ dÉÌtÎÞÏßøáKá Freedom and Recon-
ciliatio ÜJàX ÙÏøÞVAßÏßWÈßKí ²øáÉÞ¿í ÕßÎVÖÈ 
BZ ©ÏVKáæÕCßÜá¢ øâÉÄÞ ¥icfzÞøáæ¿ µHí ÄáùMß 
AÞX §¿ÕøáJß. 

ºáøáAJßW ¦ÇáÈßµÍÞ×ÏßW ÉùEÞW ®ÜïÞ 
øàÄßÏßÜá¢ ÕÜßæÏÞøá “ÉáÜß”ÏÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. ¥ºîÈí 
çÕIß dÉÞVjßAáKçÄÞæ¿ÞM¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÎÞicØíÅ¢ 
çÄ¿ßÏá¢ ÈÎáAí dÉÞVjßAÞ¢.

Sanu Thettayil, Angamaly

²øßAÜá¢ ÎùAÞÈÞÕßÜï! 

¥Kí, ²øÞÝíº µâæ¿ ÄÞÎØßºîí ÇcÞÈßºîÄí ³VJí ÍÞøcçÏÞ¿í ÉùEá 
æµÞIßøßAáµÏÞÏßøáKá: ²øßAÜá¢ ÎùAÞÈÞÕßÜï ¥æÄÞKá¢! dÉÞVjÈµZ...
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A real Guru embarks and enlightens his disciples!
An embodiment of love, divine and selfless service!
An inspiration to all, with his exemplary life!
A religious, I am grateful to you for moulding me!

You were there always to understand, to perceive our thirst,
You quenched our personal thirst to meet the Spirit,
You treated everyone with equanimity and uniqueness,
You led us to the core of our committed religious life!

My devout Guru, I am grateful to you with my life,
My courage, my self-confidence are your enrichments, 
My spirit is still with the ‘Abba experience’ you rendered,
My heart fondles the cherished memories you nourished!

Serene CMC, Tirupur 
My Guru Father Francis Vineeth

A Guru, I saw in you a mystical vision of ashram life!
A Guru with integrated spirituality, a sense of austerity!
A Guru, in silence, studies, solitude, and tranquility!
A Guru, in his endeavours, ventured the heights of sanctity!

I, a religious, adorn the real Guru in your shadow!
I admire the guiding spirit in you, led us to the Param Guru!
I acknowledge you, another Christ, in all your acts,
I feel proud that I met a true divine self in you!

Today, in your absence, your voice echoes in our ears
Today, tomorrow, ever, your radiance enlightens us, hope!
Thousands may be led to the heavenly abode of eternity
There you dwell, in the joy of eternal peace!
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Serene CMC, Tirupur 
My Guru Father Francis Vineeth

Wilson Tharayil CMI,  Christ, Irinjalakuda

“So beautiful! How beautiful!” 
“dÉÉFJßæa ÎçÈÞÙÞøßÄÏßW 

ÈßKá¢ dÉÉFÞvÈßçÜÏíAí...” 
“Can you measure the beauty? Cer-
tain things, we can’t measure…” 
Aesthetics µïÞTáµ{ßæÜ ÕßÈàÄ 

ºîæa ºßÜ ÕÞAáµZ, ºßLµZ 

³VJáçÉÞÕáµÏÞÃí. ¼àÕßAáK 

Äí ̈  çÜÞµJßçÜÞ ¥çÄÞ ÎçxæÄ 

CßÜá¢ çÜÞJßçÜÞ? ®Õßæ¿ÏÞæÃ 

KùßÏßÜï.  È¿AáçOÞÝá¢ §øßAá 

çOÞÝá¢, ÉÀßMßÏíAáçOÞÝá¢, ÄÞÄbß 

µÎÞÏ ²øá ¼àÕßÄ¢ ÈÏßºî ²øá ØÈcÞØÕøcX. ̄ ÕæøÏá¢  

ÎæxÞøá çµÞÜJßçÜÏíAí, ¨ÖbøÈßçÜÏíAí èµÉß¿ßºîá 

ÏVJßÏ ²øá ÎÞÙvÞÕí _ ¦ÏÄßÈí dÉÉFÎÞµáKÕØñáÄ 

æÏ µæIJßÏ ¼í¾ÞÈß.

èÆÕÕáÎÞÏß ²JáçºøáÕÞX ¼àÕßÄJßW ÈâÄÈÎÞV 

PBZ µæIJß, ¥Äí ÎxáUÕVAÞÏß ÆÞÈ¢ æºÏñ ÎÙV×ß;  

¥ÄæÜï ÌÞ¢·ïâøßÜáU 'ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢" ®K ÉùáÆàØ.¥Õßæ¿ 

èÆÕJßæa Øbø¢ çµZAáÕÞX ¨ ¦ºÞøcÈá¢ ÉÜ 

ÎÈá×cøá¢ ÉøßdÖÎßºîßøáKá. §ÕV, èÆÕ¢ ©ÜÞJáÕÞX 

ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏí, ÕßÈÏÞÈbßÄÈÞÏß ÕßÈàÄºîX

ÕøáçOÞZ µâæ¿ È¿AáµÏá¢ ÕßçÖ×BZ èµÎÞùáµÏá¢ 

æºÏñßøáKá. ÄÄbÖÞdØñBZ ÉÀßºîí, ÉÀßMßÏíAáµ ÎÞdÄÎÜï, 

æºÏñÄí; ¥Äí ¼àÕßÄJßW ¦ØbÆßAáÕÞÈá¢ Îxá ÎÈá×cV 

Aí æµÞ¿áAáÕÞÈá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ÉøßdÖÎßºîßøáKá. 

ÕßÈàÄÈÞÏß, ÕßÈÏÞÈbßÄÈÞÏß ¼àÕßºî ̈  ÎÙÄíÕc 

µñßæÏAáùßºîí ¥çgÙ¢ ®ÝáÄßÏ ÉáØñµB{ßWÈßKá¢  ÎÈTß 

ÜÞAÞÕáKÄÞÃí. ¥ÄßçÈAÞç{æù ¥çgÙJßæa ¼àÕßÄ 

JßW ÈßKá¢ ÕÞÏßæºî¿áAÞÕáKÄÞÃí.  Äæa, ̄ æùAÞÜ 

Õá¢ èÕÆßµÕßÆcÞVjßµæ{ ÉÀßMßAÞX ÈßÎßJÎÞæÏCßW 

¥Äí ¨Öbçøºí»ÏÞÏßøáKá. ¦ÏÄßæa dÉÄßËÜ¢ 

¥çgÙJßÈí èÆÕJßWÈßKá¢ ÜÍßAá¢.

©Uá¢, ©ZAÞOá¢, ©UÞÏíÎÏá¢, §ÜïÞÏíÎÏá¢, ¥ÙÕá¢, 

§ÙÕá¢, dÌÙíÎÞØíÎßÏáæÎÞæA ÉùEçMÞZ ¦ÆcæÎÞæA 

¦Öíºøc¢ æµÞIí ÕÞæÉÞ{ßºîßøáKáçÉÞÏß. ÉßæK ÉÄá 

æAMÄáæA ©ÆÞÙøÃB{ßÜâæ¿ ÕßÖÆàµøßºîáÄK 

çMÞZ ®ÜïÞ¢ ÎÈTßÜÞAÞX ØÞÇßºîá. Õ{æø Ü{ßÄÎÞÏ 

ÍÞ×ÏßW ÎÈá×cÌáißÏßçÜÏíAí ºßÜ ÄÞÄbßµÎÞÏ ºßL 

µZ ÉáGáµáxßÏßçÜÏíAí æÉÞ¿ß §¿áKçÉÞæÜ ÈßùºîáÄKßøá 

Ká. ²øßAÜá¢ Õß×ÎßMßAæÄ, ¥çÄ ØÎÏ¢ ÜÞ{ßÄcçJÞ¿á 

µâ¿ß ÙãÆÏJßæa ¥LøÞ{B{ßçÜÏíAí ØbVHMÃß 

AÞøæa ªJáµáÝÜßÜâæ¿æÏKçÉÞæÜ, ÄÄbºßLµZ 
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³Äß ÄKßøáKá. ¨ dÉdµßÏ ²øßAÜá¢ ÎÈá×cÍÞÕBZ 

®ÜïÞ¢ Îá¶çJÞ ÎÈTßçÜÞ dÉµ¿ßMßAÞæÄÏÞÏßøáKá 

æºÏñÄí. ¦ÏÄáæµÞIáÄæK ÎÈá×cV ¥çgÙæJ §×í¿ 

æMæGKáÎÞdÄÎÜï, ØbLÎÞAÞX ÉøßdÖÎßºîßøáKá.

µÜµæ{ ¦ØbÆßÏíAáµÏá¢ ÕßÎVÖßAáµÏá¢ æºÏñß 

øáKá. ¦ØbÆßÏíAáKÕÈçÜï ÕßÎVÖßAáÕÞX ØÞÇßAáµ 

ÏáUâ. ÌÞ¢·ïâøßæÜ ÇVNÞøÞ¢ Øíçx¼ßW ¥øçBùáK ºßÜ 

µÜÞøâÉBæ{ ¥çgÙJßæa ÎÈTßÜßGí ÄâAßÏ{Kí 

ÕßÆcÞVjßµZAí ÈÜíµáÎÞÏßøáKá. ²øßAÜá¢ ÄâA¢ µâGáÕÞ 

çÈÞ µáùÏíAáÕÞçÈÞ ÎáÄßøÞæÄ ØÄcØtÎÞÏ 

¥ÕØíÅÏßW ÄâAßÏ{Ká ÄøáÎÞÏßøáKá: ÈzæÏ ÈzÏÞ 

Ïá¢, ÄßzæÏ ÄßzÏÞÏá¢ ÎÈTßÜÞAßJøáÎÞÏßøáKá. ®Õß 

æ¿çÏÞ ÄàøÞJ ÆÞÙ¢ æµGßAß¿KßøáKá; ̈ ÖbøÞ ØbÞÆÈ 

Jßæa ÄàøÞJ ÆÞÙ¢ ¦ÏÄßÈÞW ÆÞÙÖÎÈJß 

ÈÞÏß ¼Ü¢ çÄ¿ß ©ÜµJßW ¥ÜEßøáKá. ¥ÕØÞÈ¢ µæI 

JßÏÄÞÏßøáKá ÌÞ¢·ïâøßæÜ 'ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢". èÆÕçJÞæ¿Þ 

JáçºøáÕÞÈáU ©ZÆÞÙJßæa ©ùÕ ¥Õßæ¿ ¥çgÙ¢ 

µæIJßÏßøáKá. ¥çÈµVAí ÆÞÙÖÎÈßÏÞÏß ¦ ©ùÕ 

ÏßæÜ ¼Ü¢ çµÞøßçAÞøßæµÞ¿áAáÕÞX ØÙÞÏßºîßøá 

Ká. dÉÉFJßÜâæ¿ dÉÉFÞvÞÕßçÜÏíAí ²øá çµÞÕÃß 

ÏßÜâæ¿, Õß. ¥NçdÄØcÏáæ¿ ¯ÝÞ¢ ÈßÜÏßçÜÏíæAK 

çÉÞæÜ ¥çgÙ¢ µÏùßçAùßçMÞÏßøáKá ®KáÎÞdÄÎÜï, 

Éáùæµ ÕøáKÕæø ³çøÞ É¿ßÏá¢ µÏxáÕÞX ØÙÞÏßºîß 

øáKá. ̈ ÖbøÈáÎÞÏß ²KáçºVKí ¥çgÙJßæa ¦vÞÕß 

æÜKá¢ ÆÞÙÎáIÞAßÏßøáK ¥ÕØíÅæÏ ¥Äß¼àÕßºîí, ¦ 

ÆÞÙ¼Ü¢ µßÃxßXµøÏßW æÕU¢ çµÞøáÕÞX ÕKßøáK 

ØÎùßÏÞAÞøß dØñàAí çÏÖá æµÞ¿áJÄáçÉÞæÜ çµÞøßæAÞ 

¿áJßøáKá. ¥Äí µá¿ßºîÕøÞøá¢ ÉßKà¿í ÆÞÙßºîßGßÜ.ï ¥Õ 

æøÜïÞ¢ ¥ÕøÕøáæ¿ ÈÞ¿áµ{ßW æºKí çÏÖáÕßæÈAáùßºîí 

ÉùÏáÎÞÏßøáKá, ¥Äá ÄBZ ØbL¢ ¼àÕßÄJßÜÞØb 

Æßºîí ÎxáUÕVAí ÉµVKáæµÞ¿áJßøáKá.

ËáZGY æ¼. ×àX ÉùÏáKÄáçÉÞæÜ èÆÕJßæa 

ÈÞÝßµ, ÕßÈàÄºîX èÆÕJßæa ÆßÈB{ÞAßÎÞxß. ¦ÏÄß 

Üâæ¿ èÆÕÕáÎÞÏß çÎÞØTí ÎÜÎáµ{ßW µÏùß èÆÕçJÞ¿í 

Ø¢ØÞøßAáKÄáçÉÞæÜ Ø¢ØÞøßAáÎÞÏßøáKá. Õß. ¥N 

çdÄØc ÎâKá Äø¢ dÉVjÈµæ{Aáùßºîí Äæa ¦vµÅ 

ÏßW dÉÄßÉÞÆßAáKáIí: (1) ÈNáæ¿ ¦ÕÖcÎáU µÞøcBZ 
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èÆÕæJ ¥ùßÏßAáµ (ÈÞ¢ ÈNáæ¿ ØáÙãJßÈí µJí 

¥ÏÏíAáKÄáçÉÞæÜ); (2) ¥ÇøBZ ©ºîøßAÞæÄ, ÙãÆÏ¢ 

æµÞIáÎÞdÄ¢ èÆÕçJÞ¿í Ø¢ØÞøßAáµ (èÆÕJßæa 

¥¿áçJÏíAí ²øá ØçwÖÕÞÙµæÈ ¥ÏÏíAáµ); 

(3) ÈßVNÜÕá¢ ØíçÈÙÈßVÍøÕáÎÞÏ ÕßÇ¢ ¦µÞ¢fÏáæ¿ 

ºßùµáµ{ßW èÆÕJßCçÜAí ÉùKáÏøáµ (ÈÞ¢ ÄæK 

èÆÕJßæa ¥¿áAçÜÏíAí çÉÞµáKá). ÕßÈàÄºîX ÕßÍÞ 

ÕÈ¢ æºÏñ ÌÞ¢·ïáøßÜáU 'ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢" ̈  ÎâKÞ¢ ÄÜJß 

ÜáUÄÞÃí. èÆÕJßCçÜAí ÉùKáÏøáÕÞX ØÙÞÏßºîß 

øáK ²øá dÉµãÄßøÎÃàÏÎÞÏ dÉçÆÖ¢. 

ÕßÈàÄºîX 'ÈßVÕîÞÃ¢" dÉÞÉßºîáæÕKá ÉùÏáKÄÞÏßøß 

Aá¢ Ïáµñ¢. ̈  çÜÞµæJÏá¢ ÉøçÜÞµæJÏá¢ ²KßºîÞ 

AßÏ ¦ ÎÙÞvÞÕßÈí, ·áøáÍâÄÈí, ØÈcÞØÕøcÈí dÉÃÞÎB 

Z ¥VMßAáKá!

Father Francis Vineeth Va-
dakethala CMI is always 
remembered as an icon of 

contemplation and as a model 
of simplicity and integrity. I re-
member him mostly, besides the 
classrooms, in the Indian Liturgy 
Chapel of Dharmaram College, 
Bengaluru. I could experience 
his depth in spiritual life and his 
commitment and interest to de-

velop an ‘Indian Liturgy’. He used to say that our faith 
should be experienced and expressed according to the 
culture and attitude of the people.

His prayers and his unction during the time of 
‘Indian Liturgy’ were so touching that it would take us 

Anto Thekkudan CMI,  Kenya 
A Light to Lead Us in the Darkness

to our innermost heart and facilitate the experience of 
the presence of God within. “Aham Bramaasmi; Aham 
Atma Brahaman, and Tatvamasi” were the mantras 
that he used to chant to bring home the essence of 
Upanishadic wisdom.He taught us to see the real pres-
ence of God within and in the whole Nature. 

Now our guru Father Vineeth is no more with us, 
but he is with his Sat Guru – Jesus Christ. I appreciate 
and thank him for all the inspiration given to me to 
live in a religious community joyfully and to work for 
the people of God. Let his sweet memory remain in 
our hearts as a light to lead us in the darkness and an 
inspiration for thousands to come.
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Anjo Cherriakkara CMI, Santhome Home, Chennai

“ÈÞ¢ ¼àÕßAáKáæÕCßW µVJÞÕß 

Èá ØbLÎÞÏß ¼àÕßAáKá; ÎøßAá 

KáæÕCßW µVJÞÕßÈá ØbLÎÞÏß 

ÎøßAáKá. ¦µÏÞW, ¼àÕßºîÞÜá¢ 

ÎøßºîÞÜá¢ ÈÞ¢ µVJÞÕßÈáUÕ 

øÞÃí” (çùÞÎÞ 14:8).

Õß. ÉìçÜÞØí ÖïàÙÞÏáæ¿ ̈  

ÕÞAáµZAí ÎÞ¢ØÕá¢ ¼àÕÈá¢ 

çÎµßÏ ²øá ¼àÕßÄÎÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈà 

ÄºîçaÄí ®Kí ÉùÏáKÄßW 

¥ÄßÖçÏÞµíÄßAí ÄøÎßÜï. ÈßÄc¼à 

ÕßÄJßæÜ ÈßTÞøB{ÞÏ ç¼ÞÜßµZ çÉÞÜá¢, dÖiçÏÞ¿á¢, 

ØÞÎVÅcçJÞ¿á¢ µâ¿ß, æºÏíÄá ÄàVAáK ¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄ¢ 

®Ká¢ ®ÈßAí ²øá ÕßØíÎÏÎÞÏßøáKá.

2015_2017 µÞÜÏ{ÕßæÜ ®æa æÈÞÕßç×cxí ¥ÏÈ 

JßW ¾ÞX µIá ÎáGßÏ ²øá ÉáÃc ¼àÕßÄJßÈá¿ÎÏÞ 

ÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. ØÍÏßW ÕKÈÞZ ÎáÄW çµGùßE 

ÈÜ¢ ÄßµE ØÈcÞØßæÏ ¥çgÙJßæa ÕßdÖÎ 

¼àÕßÄ çÕ{ÏßW ÖádÖâ×ßAáÕÞÈáU ²øÕØø¢ ®ÈßAí 

ÜÍßºîæÄÞøá èÆÕÞÈád·ÙÎÞÏß ¾ÞX µÞÃáµÏÞÃí. 

èÆÕÙßÄ ØÞÇµX

®æK Ø¢Ìtßºîß¿çJÞ{¢ ¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄæJ µâ¿áÄW 

¥¿áJùßÏáÕÞÈá¢ ¥ÄßÜáÉøß ¥¿áJÈáµøßAáÕÞÈá¢ 

¦d·Ù¢ çÄÞKßÏ ÈÞ{áµ{ÞÏßøáKá. ÍÞøÄàÏ ÄÄbÖÞdØñB 

{ßW ÎÈá×cæø ÎâKÞÏß ÄßøßºîßøßAáKÄí µÞÃÞ¢. ÄÞÎØ, 

øÞ¼Ø, ØÞÄbàµV ®KßBæÈ. ÄÞÎØV ¥ÜØøÞæÃKá¢, 

øÞ¼Ø ØbÍÞÕÎáUÕV dÉÕVJÈÈßøÄøÞæÃCßÜá¢ ÈßÏdL 

ÃÎßæÜïCßW Äßz æµÞÏîáKÕøáÎÞÃí. ®KÞW ØÞÄbàµ 

øÞÃí ÎÙÈàÏV, dÉÞVjÈÏá¢, dÉÕVJÈÕá¢ ¼àÕßÄºøcÏÞ 

AßÏÕV. ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¾ÞX µÞÃáKÄí ²øá ØÞÄbàµÈÞ 

ÏßGÞÃí. µÞøÃ¢ Ø¢ØÞøJßW çÉÞÜá¢ ÈzÏá¢, ØÞçøÞÉ 

çÆÖB{á¢ ÎÞdÄ¢ ©øáÕß¿áK ºáøáA¢ ºßÜ Õcµñßµ{ßW ²øÞ{Þ 

ÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. ¦ÖíºøcæM¿áJáK ¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢, 

dÉçºÞÆÈÕá¢ ̄ ÕVAá¢ ØNÞÈßAáK ÕÞAáµ{ÞÏßøáKá 

ÕßÈàÄºîæaÄí. ¥ºîæa ³çøÞ µïÞTáµ{á¢ ¾BZAí 

ÈWµßÏ ©ZAÞÝíºµZ ÈßøÕÇßÏÞÃí. ®Ká¢ ®çMÞÝá¢ 

ÄÞæÈÞøá ØÈcÞØßÏÞæÃKá¢, èÆÕÙßÄ ØÞÇµÈÞæÃ 

Ká¢ ¯ÕæøÏá¢ ³VNæM¿áJáKÄÞÏßøáKá ¥çgÙJß 

æa ¼àÕßÄ¢.

Îá¶dÉØKÄ ¥ºîæa ²øá ØLÄØÙºÞøßÏÞÏß 

øáKá.  ¦çøÞ¿á¢ ÉøÞÄßÏá¢, ÉøßÍÕÕá¢ §ÜïÞæÄ ØÈcÞØæJ 

ØíçÈÙßAáÕÞÈá¢, ÎxáUÕæø çØÕßAáÕÞÈá¢, ¥çÈµVAí 
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ÎÞÄãµÏá¢ ©ZçdÉøÃÏáÎÞÏß ÄàøáÕÞX ¥ºîæÈ dÉÞÉíÄ 

ÈÞAßÏ ²øá ̧ ¿µ¢ ¥ºîæa Îá¶JáIÞÏßøáK ÈßùE 

ÉáFßøß ÄæKÏÞÏßøáKá. ÇcÞÈßçAIæÄBæÈæÏKá¢, 

®LÞÃí ̈  ÇcÞÈæÎKá¢ ¼àÕßÄ ØÞfcJßÜâæ¿ ¥ºîX 

¾BZAí µÞÃßºîá ÄKá. ÆàV¸çÈø¢ çÆÕÞÜÏJßW 

¦ÏßøáKáæµÞIí ÇcÞÈÜàÈÈÞÏßøßAáÕÞÈá¢ èÆÕÕáÎÞ 

Ïß ØÜïÉßAáÕÞÈá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈKá¢ ØÎÏ¢ µæIJßÏß 

øáKá. ÎVJÞæÏçÉÞæÜ Õcd·ÄÏßÜÞÝáK ³çøÞøáJV 

Aá¢ ¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄ¢ ²øá æÕÜïâÕß{ß ÄæKÏÞÃí. 

¦ÝÎÞÏ çÌÞÇcB{á¢, ¥·ÞÇÎÞÏ ¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢ èµÎá 

ÄÜÞÏßøáK ¥ºîæa Èß¸IáÕßW ¥ÙL ®K ÕÞAí 

©IÞÏßøáKßÜï. ¦VAá¢ ®çMÞÝá¢ ØÎàÉØíÅÈÞµáÕÞÈá¢, 

ÄÈßAùßÏÞÕáK µÞøcBZ ÙãÆcÎÞÏß ÎxáUÕçøÞ¿í ÉCáÕ 

ÏíAÞÈáÎáU ²øá ÕßÖÞÜ ÎÈTí ®Ká¢ ¥ºîX µÞJáØâfß 

ºîßøáKá. 

ÕÞÏÈæÏ ØíçÈÙßAÞX ®æK ÉÀßMßºîÄí ¥ºîÈÞ 

ÏßøáKá. ¥ºîX ®ÝáÄßÏ ³çøÞ øºÈµæ{Aáùßºîá¢, 

¥Äßæa ¥VjÄÜBæ{µáùßºîá¢ ÕÞçÄÞøÞæÄ ÉCáÕºî 

¥ºîæa Îá¶¢ §Ká¢ ®æa ©UßW ÎÞÏÞæÄ µß¿AáKáIí. 

¥ºîçÈÞæ¿ÞMÎÞÏßøáK ¦ ºáøáBßÏ µÞÜ¢ ®ÈßAí ØNÞÈß 

ºî èÆÕJßÈá ¾ÞX Èwß ÉùEá æµÞUæG.

çÉøí çÉÞæÜ ÄæK ÕßÈàÄ ÙãÆÏÈá¢, 

ÕßØíÎÏßMßAáK ¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢, 

¦ÖíºøcæM¿áJáK ¦vàÏÄÏá¢, 

¾BZAí ØNÞÈßºî dÉßÏ ÕßÈàÄºîÞ,

³VNµ{ßW çÉÞÜá¢ ¾BZAÞÏß

³VNæM¿áJÜáµZ ²{ßMßºîá Õºî 

ØÈcÞØ ÕøcÞ,

¥BÏáæ¿ ÉÞÕÈØíÎøÃAá ÎáXÉßW 

²øÞÏßø¢ µâMáèµ!
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Varghese Puthuparampil CMI,  Vicar General, Eparchy of Chanda

ÕßÈàÄºîX ®æaÏá¢ ·áøáÕÞÃí. 

®KÞW ¥çgÙÕáÎÞÏß ÕÜßÏ 

¥¿áJ ÕcµñßÉøÎÞÏ Ìt¢ 2002 

Õæø ©IÞÏßøáKßÜï.  Zen Buddihism 
æÜ ©ÉøßÉÀÈ¢ µÝßEí Dharsana 
Wardha ÏßW ÄßøßæºîJßÏ 

çÖ×¢ ÉÜ ¥ÕØøB{ßW ¾BZ 

ContactW ¦µáµÏá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ Zen 
æÈ µáùßºîá¢, Japaneese CultureæÈ 
µáùßºîá¢ ÇÞøÞ{¢ ºVºîµZ 

æºÏîáÎÞÏßøáKá. ¥çgÙ¢ ÉßKà¿í 

Äá¿BÞX  plan æºÏñßøáK Encyc-
lopedia of Religious Concepts’ ®K ProjectæÜ Buddhism 
section ®æK ¯WÉßAáµÏá¢ æºÏñá. ¨ Project ÎÞÏß 
ÌtíæMGí ¾BZ ÇÞø{¢åPhone Õß{ßµ{á¢ µJáµ{á¢ 

èµÎÞùß. ²øá µJßæa ¥ÕØÞÈJßW ¥çgÙ¢ 

®ÝáÄß: R®KÞÃí ÌÞ¢·ïâøßÈí ÕøáKÄí, µÞÃÞX 

æµÞÄßÏÞÕáKáQ ®Kí. §Äí ®æK Õ{æøÏÇßµ¢ ØíÉV 

Ößºîá. §Äí ²øá Í¢·ßÕÞAÞÏß ¾ÞX µøáÄáKßÜï. µÞøÃ¢ 

µÝßE ¯ÄÞÈá¢ ÕV×æJ ¾BZ ÄNßÜáU 

§¿æÉ¿Üáµ{ßW ÉÜçMÞæÝCßÜá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ Äæa Ììißµ, 

ÎßØíxßAßæa ÉßKÞOáùB{ßW

Metaphysical ÄÜBZ ÕßGí ²øá ØÞÇÞøÃ ÎÈá×cæa 

ØíçÈÙßAÞÈá¢ ØíçÈÙßAæM¿ÞÈáÎáU èÈØV·àµÎÞÏ 

¦d·Ù¢ Äæa §¿æÉ¿Üáµ{ßW ¥çgÙ¢ dÉµ¿ßMßºîßøáKá. 

ÕÜßÏ ²øá ÎßØíxßAßæa ÉßKÞOáùB{ßWå²øá ØÞÇÞøÃ  

ÎÈá×cÈá¢ ©IÞÏßøáKá. §BæÈ ®ÜïÞÕßÇJßÜá¢ ÈæÜïÞøá 

·áøáÕÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ¥·ÞÇÎÞÏ ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ÈÎßAáKá.
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Fr. Francis Vineeth, an eminent academician, spir-
itual guide and a great acharya, with very firm 
foundation in the realizational wisdom rooted in 

Jesus Christ, completed his earthly pilgrimage at the 
age of 86 and left for his eternal abode on Sunday, 30 
May, 2021 on the feast of the Most Holy Trinity. A per-
son who always wanted and enjoyed the community 
life integrated himself as part of the archetype of com-
munity: the Most Holy Trinity.

Fr. Vineeth was a simple, humble, straight forward 
religious priest with a deep sense of contemplative 
spirit and prayer. He was a genius with double doc-
torate in theology and philosophy. He was a voracious 
reader and a prolific writer. He authored a number of 
books and articles. As a poet, he composed a number 
of Christian bhajans, hymns, and contributed many 
inspiring meditations. His beautiful blending of Indi-
an-Christian thoughts made him a very popular seeker 
of Indian spirituality. As the founding director of 
Vidyavanam Ashram at Bannerghatta, Bengaluru, he 
became an Acharya making ripples in the thought-pat-

Anto Vattakuzhy CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru
A Life of Mystical Integration

terns of the seekers of truth from India and abroad. 
He served as professor of philosophy at DVK for more 
than 35 years and headed it as its President, Dean of 
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the Faculty of Philosophy, etc. He had also served 
Preshitha Province, Coimbatore, as its Vicar Provin-
cial and Director of Vidyavanam Ashram. He was a 
well-known retreat preacher, an original thinker, and, 
above all, a person with a kind and compassionate 
heart with very loving nature. He was the only Asian 
representative selected to be a board member of Car-
melite Spirituality in the Philippines.

Fr. Vineeth was true synonym for determination, 
truthfulness, and simplicity: a person who was very 
much down to earth. He was an exemplary religious 
priest who lived his religious consecration so faithfully 
and joyfully. He was simple in lifestyle, gentle in na-
ture, and always positive in attitudes. Integration was 
the central thread of his creative thinking. His life was 
an integration of sravanam-mananam-nidhidyasanam 
and bhakti-karma-jnana. He did everything with nish-
kama karma. He was an original thinker, philosopher 
who kept on seeking the divine at the heart of being. 
He was a progressive theologian who found the Di-
vine in his lived-world and genuine mystic in his basic 
vision. He knew the meaning of Vatican II’s invitation 
for inculturation. His contributions to the formation 
of Bharatiya Puja as well as the Indian Rite ritual for 
profession in the CMI congregation were unique. His 

real wealth was his knowledge, prayer experience, and 
simplicity, which he wanted to share with everyone. 
He was a very good teacher, appreciated and respected 
by his students. 

As Vidyavanam Ashram celebrates 25 years of 
its existence, the sad demise of Fr. Vineeth has resulted 
in an irreplaceable loss. As a true spiritual person, he 
used to sit in meditation for hours together. Indeed, it 
was this consistent practice that made him a contem-
plative mystic. The Carmelite saints like St. Theresa of 
Avila, St. John of the Cross, Little Theresa of Jesus and 
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara inspired him very much 
and he tried to imitate them in his prayer life. His in-
spiring meditations – both audio and video – would 
tell us the quality of his meditations. He wrote, for 
example, “nithyavum nin pade dyanichirippanum 
sathyathin kanthima kanuvanum, sishiyamennil nin 
rupam rejikkanum enne orukku ni jeeveswara.”

Though Fr. Vineeth has gone from this land of the 
dying, he, for sure, continues to rejoice in the Lord 
of the living; he has made heaven his home. May the 
Lord grant him eternal reward and may his soul rest 
in peace!
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Joseph Vithayathil CMI, Attappady

®æa ³VNÏáæ¿ ÄÞ{áµ{ßW 
³¿ßæÏJáK ÉÜÄßWºßÜÄí 
¾ÞÈßÕßæ¿ µáùßAÞ¢. ÕßÈàÄºîÈá¢ 
¾ÞÈá¢ ÎâKá ÄÕÃµ{ÞÏß ²øáÎßºîí 
ÄÞÎØßºîßGáIí. øIá dÉÞÕÖc¢ 
ÇVNÞøÞÎßÜá¢ ²øá ÄÕÃ çdÉ×ßÄÞ 
øÞÎßÜá¢. ®ÜïÞ¢µâ¿ß ÉJá ÕV×Jß 
çÜæù Õøá¢.

ÕßÈàÄºîæaåÉÜ µïÞTáµ 
{á¢ ¾ÞX dÖißºîßGáIí. ·ÙÈÎÞÏ 
ÄßæÈ Øø{ÎÞAáK ®çLÞ 
ÎÞdLßµ ÖµíÄßÏáIçgÙJßÈí. 

ØÞÕµÞÖçÎ Ø¢ØÞøßAâ. ØÄcçÎ ÉùÏâ. ºÄßAßÜïÞJ 
ºBÞÄß. Ø¢ØÞø¢ ØáºßLßÄ¢. ÖµíÄÕá¢ ÕcµíÄÕáÎÞÏ 
ÍÞ×ÏßÜâæ¿ ·ÙÈÎÞÏ ¦ÖÏBZ ©ZdÉçÕÖßAá¢ÕßÇ¢ 
dÉÍÞ×ÃBZ dÉµàVJßÄÎædÄ. ÖÞLdÉµãÄßÏá¢ ØçLÞ 
×ÍÞÕÕá¢ Äßµºîá¢ ¦µV×ÃàÏ¢ÄæK.

¾ÞX èÕÆßµ ÕßÆcÞVjß ¦ÏßøáKçMÞZ çÜ¶È 
BZ ®ÝáÄáÎÞÏßøáKá. R¦vÞÕí ÆÞVÖÈßµ Æã×í¿ßÏßQW 
®K çÜ¶ÈÉøOø (1966_’67) ÕÞÏßºîáçÈÞAß, ÄßøáJÞ 
Èá¢ çdÉÞÄíØÞÙßMßAÞÈá¢ ¥çgÙ¢ ©ÄíØáµÈÞÏßøá 
Ká. ®ÈßAí ØÙÞÏµÕá¢. ¥KæJRçµø{ææÁ¼ØíxßQW 

µHßÎæÕGÞæÄ ØdµÞøßÏßçÜÏíAí

¥æFH¢ çÜ¶ÈB{á¢, µÕßÄµ{á¢. ÕßÈàÄºîÈÞÃí dÉÇÞÈ 
ÎÞÏá¢ ®æK ØÙÞÏßºîæÄKí ÈwßÉâVÕî¢ ØíÎøßAáKá. 

RÄºîÈá¢åæµÞºîÈá¢Q ®K ®æa ¦ÆcµÕßÄÞ 
ØÎÞÙÞøJßÈí ÙãÆcÎÞÏ ²øÞØbÞÆÈ¢ ®ÝáÄß çdÉÞÄíØÞ 
ÙßMßºîÄá¢, ¥Äßæa èµæÏÝáJádÉÄß ÕÞÏßºîí ÄßøáJ 
ÜáµZ æºÏíÄÄá¢ ÙãÆÏ¢ ÈßùE ÈwßçÏÞæ¿ ¾ÞçÈÞV 
AáKá. æÉÞÄáæÕ, ¥Èá¼zÞæø Õ{VJÞÈáU ²øá ç¼c×íÀÎ 
ÈTá¢ ²øá çdÖ×í¿ÙãÆÏÕá¢ ÕcµíÄßÄbÕá¢ ÕßÈàÄºîÈá 
ØbLÎÞÏßøáKá.
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ÕßÈàÄºîX ¥ÕØÞÈ¢ ÄÞÎØßºî çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞÎßW 
¾ÞÈá¢ øIáÕV×JßçÜæù ²KßºîáIÞÏßøáKá. Õ{æø 
øØÞÕÙÎÞÏßøáKá ¦ ØÙÕÞØ¢. ®æa ÉGJßæa 
ØáÕVH ¼âÌßÜß ®æa ¥Èá¼æa ÕàGßW ¦ç¸Þ×ßºî 
çMÞZ çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞÎßW ÈßKí ¾BZ ÈÞÜFºîzÞV ÉæC¿á 
JßøáKá. dÉÞVjÈÞÖádÖâ×Ïá¢ ¥ÈáçÎÞÆÈÕá¢ ¥JÞÝ 
Õá¢ ÎÞdÄ¢. ¥ÄßW µâ¿áÄW ØçLÞ×ØçÎÄ¢ ÉæC¿áJÈá 
çÎÞÆßºîÄí ÕßÈàÄºîÈÞÃí.

¾ÞX, çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞÎßW ®æLCßÜá¢ ÄÎÞÖçÏÞ, Õß¿áÕÞ 
ÏJøçÎÞ ÉùEÞW ºßÜçMÞZ ®æK ÄÜïá¢ ¥æÜïCßW 
§¿ßAá¢! ¥ºîzÞæø ÄÜïÞX ÉÞ¿áçIÞæÏKí çºÞÆßºîÞW 

ØíçÈÙ¢æµÞIçÜïæÏKí ÉùÏá¢. ¾ÞÈá¢ ¥ÄáçÉÞæÜÞKá 
ØíçÈÙßAæGæÏKí çºÞÆßºîÞW çÕI, çÕIæÏKí ÉùÏá¢. 
¥ÕØÞÈÈÞ{áµ{ßW ³VNAáùÕßæa çµïÖ¢ ÕßÈàÄºîÈßW 
ÖµíÄÎÞÏßøáKá. ®KÞÜá¢, ÉÜçMÞÝá¢ ¾ÞX µÞÃÞùá 
Ií, ºÞMÜßW æºKßøáKí, µHßÎæÕGÞæÄ ØdµÞøßÏßçÜ 
ÏíAáÄæK çÈÞAßÏßøßAáKÄí! ®ÜïÞ¢ ÎùKÞÜá¢, ÎùÞAÞ 
JÕæÈ ÎùAÞæJÞøá ¥ÎÞÈá×ßµ ÆVÖÈèºÄÈc¢ ¾ÞÈ 
ÄßW µIá! R¥Ù¢ dÌÙíÎØíÎß, ÄÄbÎØßQ Äá¿BßÏ ÍÞø 
ÄàÏ ÆVÖÈÖµÜBZ ÕßÈàÄºîæa  çdÉ×íÀØáÙãJáA 
{ÞÃí. èÆèÕµcçÌÞÇ¢ ¥çgÙæJ ÈÏßºîßøáKá, Íøßºîß 
øáKá. ¥ÄÈáÍÕJßÜÞAÞX Õß{ßAæMG ÕßÈàÄºîÞ, ¾B 
ZAá¢ ¦ ¦çÕÖÞÈáÍÕBZ ÉµáKáÄøçÃ.

Knowledge can make man 
capable; wisdom can 
make one sensible; but 

only spiritual wisdom can make 
man humane. I met a man in 
1979 while I was doing my Phi-

losophy in Dharmaram College, a man of true spiritu-
ality and deep wisdom, none other than Fr. Vineeth.

Jose Paul Edakkalathur CMI, Shoranur 
A Joyful Musing of a Guru and Acharya

What he learned he lived, mastered, and taught. 
He combined his mastery in Philosophy and Theology 
into a way of life; this life he shared with his students. 
His life in the kudil was an expression of his interior 
blending of Eastern and Western philosophies and 
theologies and it became an experiment, example, and 
experience for him and his students.
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A man of true spirituality and wisdom shall be 
simple, sincere, humorous, etc. Once, while we were 
talking during the recreation, one of us casually 
pointed out to him that one button of his shirt is miss-
ing, to which he instantly 
remarked with all simplic-
ity: “We need one person 
who can stitch at least for 
ten priests.” A loud laugh-
ter was the result…

I had very close rela-
tionship with Fr. Vineeth 
which I cherish to remem-
ber. As a philosophy stu-
dent, I did electives under 
him; he directed my phi-
losophy paper and, above 
all, he was our senior tu-
tor. It was he who taught 
us the meaning of ‘having’ 
and ‘being’, ‘sein’ and ‘Das Sein’. My appreciation to-
wards him was on the increase as I had the chance to 
work with Fr. Jose Chungan in translating Call to In-
tegration, his renowned publication on religious spir-

ituality, into Malayalam (Sanyasa Yogam). When CMI 
Bhavan, Palakkad, was re-baptized, I had no doubt 
about its name, ‘Samagra’, which means ‘Integrated’. 
Its open, eco-friendly structure, rain water harvesting 

of unique nature, solar 
powered energy system, 
bio-gas plant, and bio-
waste agriculture, every-
thing was inspired from 
the concept of ‘Integra-
tion’.

I proudly remember 
the printing of the first 
brochure about Vidyava-
nam Ashram, using my 
computer and printer. 
We had a long chat be-
fore that, which resulted 
in the formatting. Even 
later in his life he used to 

recall that incident with a lot of appreciation. A man of 
spiritual wisdom…

Fr. Vineeth was a true contemplative, both ac-
quired and infused. Through learning and ascetical 
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life, he acquired contemplation which pleased God 
to gift him with infused contemplation, leading to 
a genre of mysticism of his own, the Acharya in the 
Ashram and a Guru for 
numerous.

He was much 
concerned about the 
Preshitha Province and 
its members. While 
we were travelling to 
Dharmaram in 2018 to 
participate in the func-
tion arranged to honour 
the veteran achievers of 
Dharmaram, including 
Fr. Vineeth, we were 
talking continuously, 
especially regarding 
our Province and the 
members. That was the 
time when he was slowly falling into dementia. Yet, he 
was eloquent and inquiring on the topic. He was quite 
grateful to the Congregation and the Province for what 
he was and he had.

Every student of him is proud to acknowledge 
that. Everyone who came into contact with him likes 
to cherish those moments. The wisdom he poured out 

was enormous, but sim-
ple and digestive. The 
way he lived was hum-
ble but challenging. He 
could synthesize both 
the East and the West… 
Secular and Sacred… 
Mountain and Ocean… 
Philosophy and The-
ology… Heaven and 
Earth… and, finally, 
Divine and Human… 
His life was always an 
open-book in which 
he was trying to write 
“How to transcend hu-
manity with all its lim-

itations into Divinity without any boundaries at all.”

That is the huge legacy Fr. Vineeth has left behind 
him, for us to continue… Thanks be to God for the per-
son of Fr. Vineeth!
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Anals Francis Alappatt CMIÕßÈàÄºîX... çÉøáçÉÞæÜ ÄæKÏÞ 
ÏßøáKá ¥ºîæa ¼àÕßÄÕá¢. 
¥ºîÈßW Õß{BßÏßøáK ÉáÃcÕá¢ 
§ÄáÄæKÏÞÏßøáKá. RÖÞLÖà 
ÜV ÍÞ·cÕÞzÞV; ¥ÕV ÍâÎß ¥ÕµÞ 
ÖÎÞAá¢Q (ÎJÞÏß 5:5). ¥æÄ, ÕßÈà 
ÄºîX ÎÈá×cÙãÆÏBæ{ ØbLÎÞ 
AßÏ ÕcµñßÏÞÃí. ¥ºîÈßW Õß{Bß 
ÏßøáK ÕßÈÏÕá¢, ÙãÆcÎÞÏ Ø¢ØÞ 
øèÖÜßÏá¢ ¯ÕæøÏá¢ ¦µV×ß 
AáKÄÞÏßøáKá.

®æa ¥ÕÇßAÞÜ¢ µâ¿áÄW ØÎÏÕá¢ ÎHáJßÏßæÜ 
çdÉ×ßÄÞøÞÎJßÜÞÃí ºßÜÕÝßAÞùáUÄí. ¥Õßæ¿ ÈNáæ¿ 
¥ºîzÞøáæ¿ ¼àÕßÄÕá¢, ÜÞ{ßÄcÕá¢ ®Ká¢ ®ÈßAí dÉçºÞÆ 
ÈÎÞÃí. ¥ÄßW ®æK µâ¿áÄW ¦µV×ßºîÄí ÕßÈàÄºîX 
ÄæK ¦ÏßøáKá. ̄ æù çÈø¢ ÆßÕcµÞøáÃc ØKßÇßÏßW 
¨çÖÞÏáæÎÞJí ØíçÈÙØ¢ÍÞ×ÃJßÜÞÏßøáK ÕßÈàÄ 
ºîX §Ká¢ ®æa ³VNÏßÜáIí. ÈNáæ¿ dÉÖíÈçÕ{µ{ßW 
²Kí ÄáùKí Ø¢ØÞøßAÞX ØáÙãJáAæ{ çÄ¿ß ÈNZ 
È¿AáçOÞZ, ²øßAÜá¢ èµÕß¿ÞJ ÆßÕcµÞøáÃcJßæÜ 
ØáÙãJßçÈÞæ¿ÞJÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX È¿KßøáKÄá¢, 
Ø¢ØÞøßºîßøáKÄá¢. ®ÈßAí çÄÞKáKÄí ¥ºîÈí ²çøæÏÞøá 
ÕÝßæÏ ¥ùßÏÞÎÞÏßøáKáæÕKÞÃí: ¥Äí ºÞMÜßçÜAáU 
ÕÝß.

¥ºîX ®çKÞ¿í Ø¢ØÞøßºîßøáKÄí ÉøßÖói ¥NæÏ 
ÉxßÏÞÃí. ̈ çÖÞ µÝßEÞW ÉøßÖói ¥NçÏÞ¿í ¥{Õx 

®æa ³VNµ{ßæÜ ÕßÈàÄºîX...

Íµñß ÕßÈàÄºîÈáIÞÏßøáKá. µß¿AÏßW ÉøßÖói ¥NÏáæ¿ 
²øá çËÞçGÞÏáIí. ¦ çËÞçGÞÏá¢ çÈÞAß ÉøßÖói 
¥NçÏÞ¿í ØíçÈÙØ¢ÍÞ×ÃÕá¢ È¿Jß, ¦ çËÞçGÞÏá¢ 
æµGßMß¿ßºîÞÏßøßAá¢ ¥ºîX ©ùBáKÄí. ¥ºîX ®æK 
ÉÀßMßºî ²øá ØáµãÄ¼É¢ ¾ÞX §Õßæ¿ çºVAáKá. ¥Äí 
§BæÈÏÞÃí:  RÉøßÖói ¥çN, ®æa ¥çN, ¾ÞX ØbVP 
JßW ®JßçºîøáKÄáÕæø ®æK èµæÕ¿ßÏøáçÄ!Q ¥¿á 
JÄÞÏß ÕßÈàÄºîX ÄæK ®ÝáÄß ®æK ÉÀßMßºî ÉøßÖói 
¥NçÏÞ¿áU ²øá ·àÄÎÞÃí: R¥çN, ¥çN, ÎÞÄÞçÕ, 
dØñàµ{ßW ÇÈc ÈàæÏKá¢; dÉÞVjßAÃçÎ ¾BZAÞÏí, 
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çÏÖáÕßX ¥çN ÈàæÏKá¢.Q ¨ ·àÄ¢ ¥ºîX ®Ká¢ 
ÉÞ¿áÎÞÏßøáKá.

®{ßÏÕæøÏá¢ ÕßÈàÄæøÏá¢ èÆÕ¢ èµÉß¿ßºîí ©ÏV 
JáæÎK èÆÕÕºÈ¢ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ¼àÕßÄJßW ÏÞÅÞ 
VÄcÎÞÃí. ¥ºîæÈ ÉøßºøßAáÕÞÈá¢ ¥ºîæa èÆèÕ 

µc¼àÕßÄ¢ ÎÞÄãµÏÞAÞÈá¢ ØÞÇßºîÄí ®æa ¼àÕßÄ 
ÄÞ{áµ{ßæÜ ØbVH ÈßÎß×B{ÞÏß µÃAÞAáKá. 
èÆÕ¢ Äæa µÞøáÃcJÞW Äæa ÄßøáÎá¶ ÆVÖÈJßÈí 
ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ çÏÞ·cÈÞAæGæÏKí dÉÞVjßAáKá. èÆÕÄß 
øáÈÞÎJßÈá ÎÙÄbÎáIÞÏßøßAæG!

Naiju Jose Kalambukattu CMI, Samanvaya, Bhopal 
Vineethly in Mission

My memories of Fr. 
Francis Vineeth go 
back to 2009 when I, 

along with my confreres, made a 
journey from Dharmaram Vidya 
Kshetram, Bengaluru, where I 
pursued my Licentiate in The-
ology to Vidyavanam Ashram, 
located in Bhoothanahalli vil-
lage, nearly 6 km away from 
Bannerughatta. I met the acha-

rya Francis Vineeth at the ashram but it was a casual, 
passing meeting and hardly we spent an hour at the 

ashram. That was the only meeting I had with this man 
of great intellectual acumen, academic calibre, and pro-
found spirituality. Though it was a short visit without 
any prior notice, the alacrity with which he welcomed 
and the hospitality he extended prompted us to think 
as if he were waiting for us with bated breath. As Pope 
Francis states, “Fraternal love increases our capacity 
for joy” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 128). With a bright smile, 
he radiated “a positive and hopeful spirit” (Gaudete et 
Exsultate, 122). As his name ‘Vineeth’ signified, he was 
quite unassuming.

It was a mind-boggling experience to be there in 
the ashram premise at the top of the hill and walking 
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around the campus along with Fr. Vineeth, who ex-
plained every detail of the master plan, structure, es-
tablishment, ideals of the ashram, and the lifestyle of 
the ashramites. He never minced words on the ideals 
of simple and contemplative dimensions of ashram 
life, which demonstrated his passion for the same, un-
flinching faith and nimbleness to cope with the crisis. 
He had immense confidence in God and believed that 
all things are possible through him who called him, 
and this confidence in the Lord was visible in the chal-
lenging situations like starting the ashram life which 
he cherished even as a research student at Oxford. 
Everyone in the group marvelled at the person and 
mission of Fr. Vineeth, who always remained free of 
anxiety of any kind and trusted in the Lord who in-
vited his followers to “seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness…” (Mt 6:33). On this trust he lived and 
worked for the Lord (Lk 12:28).

Fr. Vineeth explained to our curious minds how 
having imparted wisdom to many of his students in 
Vidya Kshetram, temple of wisdom, he established 
Vidyavanam, forest of wisdom, where many seekers 
experienced the Ineffable One. Prayer as a sublime 
means of relating to the Lord, he spent much time in 
prayer and contemplation, and it resulted in growing 

wisdom, sagacity, and simplicity of life. “For the Lord 
gives wisdom; from His mouth comes knowledge and 
understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the up-
right; he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly” 
(Prov 2:6-7). Fr. Vineeth promoted simple and con-
templative life in tune with the Indian and Carmelite 
spiritual traditions to bequeath the spiritual legacy of 
the founding fathers of the CMI Congregation to the 
future generations. Through his simple life and open-
ness, he radiated the joy of the Gospel. His words and 
gestures expounded his faith as solid as rock, ability to 
go beyond and to look at the reality with openness that 
equipped and empowered him to be creative, original, 
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and genuine. As a great and genuine acharya, who was 
innovative in thinking, he could guide and lead many 
sishyas and sadhakas to the farther shore of darkness. 
He could do these and many other great services to 
the Church because he hearkened more intensely to 
“what the Spirit says to the Churches” (Rev 2:7). It 
was with profound admiration, respect, and love we 
bade a fond farewell to the simple and humble mystic, 
who tirelessly sought to obtain unity with or absorp-
tion into the Absolute and tried to express the desire 
through his lofty poems. In him we found a genuine, 
jovial, and loyal religious, who took pride in being an 
Indian Carmelite of Mary Immaculate, and “in mission 

by virtue of his very consecration” (Vita Consecrata 72). 
As we commenced our journey back from Vidyavanam 
to Vidya Kshetram, after a dramatic silent driving, one 
in the group exclaimed of “our hearts burning within us 
while he was talking to us” (Lk 24:32) and listening to 
him.

Now, as in the case of Fr. Vineeth, “the dust re-
turned to the earth as it was, and the breath returned 
to God who gave it” (Eccl 12:7), we pray: “Lord, God 
Almighty, look with mercy on those who are deceased. 
Protect those who are alive, and grant glorious resur-
rection to those who died with the hope of resurrec-
tion” (The Order of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana, 122).

Emmanuel CSSE,  Vandana Convent, Guna
Memories of Fr. Francis Vineeth CMI 

I feel deeply sad about 
the sudden demise of 
our beloved Fr. Vineeth. 

Vineethachan was very close to 
the Elizabethan Sisters of Van-

dana Convent, fondly known as Guna Sisters.

We had returned from Germany in the year 1974 
after 10 years of training and stay there. As we had 
our formation and professional training in Germany, 
we were quite unaware of the Indian Spirituality and 
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North Indian culture. Hardly we learnt a few Hindi 
words when we landed in India. Although Bishop 
Clemens and the CMI Fathers of those days initiated 
us to the North Indian culture, it was Vineethachan 
who introduced us into Indian spirituality and incul-
turation. It was the peak point of inculturation pro-
grammes in the Church and in religious life after Vati-
can II. The winds of Vatican II blew very strongly and 
brought in a new perspective at all realms of life.

Vineethachan was an erudite scholar; yet, he was 
very simple and humble in his approach and very 
gentle in nature. He was a very good spiritual guide 
and leader. As he was guiding the first three sisters, 
namely, Vandana, Archana, and Shanti for their first 
profession, he was thrilled to initiate them into In-
dian spirituality and suggested the above names for 
them. Vandana is bowing to the divine, acknowledge-
ment of His presence leading to Archana, worshipping 
and surrendering to the Lord, paving the way for in-
ner peace, Shanti. He developed a meditation based 
on these names. Later, I was told that he shared this 
meditation experience based on these names Vandana, 
Archana, and Shanti with the Dharmaram students at 
Bangalore. This was a common sharing in those days.

With deep gratitude I remember another inter-
action I had with Vineethachan. Once I happened to 
meet him at Poornodaya, Bhopal, along with Fr. Joy 
Elamkunnapuzha. As we were at the very beginning 
of our congregation in Madhya Pradesh, India, we had 
to create everything almost out of nothing. I requested 
Fr. Vineeth and Fr. Joy to give me some idea of creat-
ing an emblem for our congregation in India. Without 
any hesitation or delay they agreed to it. Three of us 

173



Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

sat down till late in the evening and started the work. 
After a short discussion and exchange of ideas, Fr. 
Joy started drawing the design and Fr. Vineeth wrote 
the explanation of the emblem. Even today I feel very 
happy and proud of it whenever I see it printed on the 
letterhead and other official documents. It has pro-
vided a specific identity to our congregation in India. 

Another great contribution of Fr. Vineeth is the 
“open hand prayer,” which he wrote for our Congre-
gation. It is a tradition of the Elizabethan Sisters to pray 
the “open hand prayer” at the altar after the profession 
ceremonies. It is a tradition of at least 40 years that our 
Sisters are praying this prayer with open hands on 
the altar after their profession. The open hand prayer 
adapted from the Gospel is as follows: “We the Sis-
ters of Saint Elizabeth offer you, Lord God Almighty, 
our open and ready hands for the re-creation of our 
world into your kingdom of justice and truth. Anoint 
our open hands, Lord, and strengthen them to preach 
the Good News to the poor in a tangible way. May our 
open hands unite the chains of captivity of every kind 
– poverty, illiteracy, superstition, and sickness. May 
our hands bring recovery of sight to the blind, assur-
ance of love and caring to the desolate, healing to the 

sick, and con-
fidence to the 
dying. May 
our hands 
set at liberty 
those who are 
oppressed by 
l o n e l i n e s s , 
fear and ne-
glect; may 
they commu-
nicate love 
and care and 
be strength-
ened to put 
all things to-
gether, how-
ever broken 
they be. May 
our hands forever proclaim your abiding presence, 
and receive the body of your son in Eucharist and so 
become one body and one spirit in Him.”

Spirituality of integration was another impor-
tant topic shared with Fr. Vineeth. He was a person of 
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spiritual integration. Fr. Vineeth was the first source 
of inspiration for me to explain the Pancha Kosha The-
ory. The koshas are considered to be covering the lay-
ers of consciousness. The outer annamaya kosha is all 
about the physical world and necessities. The soul is 
at the innermost layer after opening the pranamaya 
and vijnanamaya koshas leading to anandamaya kosha. 
Vineethachan was always calm, quiet, and serene. The 
joy radiated on his face is a proof that he himself en-
tered into the deepest layers of anadamaya. He was in-
viting others to the inmost level of happiness through 
integration of life. Besides, Vineethachan was so fond 
of Gayatri Mantra that he used to sing it before the In-
dian meditation. He was totally immersed in it and 
used to bring in an ecstatic mood of elevation. He drew 
the spiritual dimensions of the mantra and was trans-
ported to the eternity. 

In 1980, the authorities gave me one year for re-
freshing myself through courses and prayer days, af-
ter the hectic days of work at the beginning stage of 
the congregation in India. After attending Sadhana 
Course at Lonavala under the guidance of Fr. Tony 
D’Mello, I had six more months left. So, Fr. George 
Soares-Prabhu SJ and Fr. Rui de Menezes SJ were 

ready to give me some personal guidance while at-
tending their classes at De Nobili College, Pune. After 
three months, Fr. Vineeth, who was the President of 
Dharmaram, granted permission to be a guest student 
at Dharmaram College. I could attend some biblical 
classes under the guidance of Fr. Pathrapankal and the 
seminar on Depth Psychology conducted by Fr. Rulla 
SJ from Rome later, I spent a few days in Vidyavanam 
for Ashram experience. I could feel a deep spiritual 
flavour in his talks and reflections. He was speaking 
so much about the concept of neti neti, so as to focus 
on the reality. Vineethachan has composed and tuned 
his famous hymn “Enne Orukku Nee,” meaning, “make 
me ready, to welcome you Lord, steer clear of my con-
science, stay close to me…” In fact, I recall that he wrote 
the lyrics on a piece of paper and handed it over to me 
personally when I visited him at Dharmaram College. 
Thus, Vineethachan always made himself ready to be 
at the beck and call of Jesus, the Guru. Finally, he is 
called by the Guru to be with Him. 

Let me conclude this write up with loving grati-
tude and prayer for Vineethachan for being a spiritual 
Guru for me and our Congregation of the Sisters of 
Saint Elizabeth.
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roby Kannanchira CMI,  Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi
ØáµãÄ ØíÎøÃ: §Ká¢ dÉçºÞÆßMßAáK ÕßÈàÄºîX

ÇVNÞøÞ¢ ²øá ÕßØíÎÏÎÞÏßøáKá. 

ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ÈßKá¢ ÕßÆcÞ çfdÄ 

JßçÜAáU ÕÝßµ{áæ¿ §øáÕÖ 

Õá¢ ÈßùæÏ ÕßÄÞÈßºîá ÈßWAáK Îø 

ºîßÜïµ{áæ¿ §ÜºîÞVJßÜâæ¿ Øbºí 

»ÎÞÏß È¿Ká ÈàBáK ÕßÈàÄ 

ºîX. §Ká¢ ®æa ÎÈTßæÜ ÎÞÏÞ 

J µÞÝíºÏÞÃí. ²øá ¥MâMX 

ÄÞ¿ßÏáæ¿ µÈ¢ çÉÞÜá¢ ¥ÈáÍÕß 

MßAÞæÄÏáU Ø¢·àÄÞvµÎÞÏ 

¦ È¿JJßW §¿ÏíæAÞæA 

µâæ¿ È¿AÞX ¾ÞÈá¢ ©IÞÏßøáKá...

‘²øÞZ dÉµãÄßÏßÜÜßEá çºøáçOÞZ ÎÞdÄÎÞÃí dÉµã 

ÄßAÄàÄÎÞÏÕ d·ÙßAÞÈÞÕâ”®K ¦ ¼í¾ÞÈÄÉØbß 

Ïáæ¿ æÎÞÝß ÈßÝÜßW ¾ÞX ®æK çºVJáÕºîá. ¥ØñßÄbJß 

æa ¥ÄßÍìÄàµÎÞÏ (metaphysical) ¥VjÄÜB{ßÜâæ¿, 

¥øßØíçxÞGßÜßæa ¥øßµáÉxßÏáU ²øá ÎãÆáÉÆØFÞø 

ÎÞÏßøáKá ¥Äí ®Kí ÉßKà¿ÞÃí ¾ÞX ÄßøßºîùßEÄí.

²øáÕX ¥ØñßÄbçÌÞÇJßæa ÉâVHÄ çÈ¿áKÄí ̈  

dÉµãÄßÏßÜáU ØVÕîºøÞºøB{ßÜá¢ ̈ ÖbøÍÞÕ¢ ¥ÈáÍ 

ÕßAáçOÞÝÞÃí. ¥ùßÕá¢ µÝßÕá¢ ÎßµÕá¢ ÄßµÕá¢ æµÞIí 

²øÞZ Äæa ¥Ù¢çÌÞÇJßÈí ºÞVJßæµÞ¿áJ ¥ÜCÞø 

Bæ{ÜïÞ¢ ¥ÝßºîáæÕºîí ÉºîÎHßçÜAí, ÉâA{ßçÜAí, ÉâæOÞ 

¿ßÏßçÜAí, ¥¿VKá ÕàÝáK ÉâÕßÄ{ßæa ÈßÖÌíÆÄÏß 

çÜAí, µß{ßæÏÞºîµ{ßçÜAí, §{¢ µÞxßçÜAí, ÎÝÏßçÜAí, 

ÉáÝÏáæ¿ µ{µ{ÞøÕB{ßçÜAí, ÎÝÕßÜïßæa ÕVHÖÌ{ß 

ÎÏßçÜAí ØbÏÎÜßÏáÕÞX ÄæKÄæK ØOâVHÎÞÏá¢ 

ÕßGáæµÞ¿áAáK ²øá ÈßÎß×ÎáIí: ¦ÈwÎÞÃÄí, ØÞÏâ¼cÎÞ 

ÃÄí. ÄÞX çÈ¿ßÏ ¨ ¥ÈáÍÕ¢ ¯æÄÞøá ØÄcÞçÈb 

×ßÏá¢ ÕcµñßÉøÎÞÏß ØbLÎÞAÃ¢ ®K ÕßÈàÄºîæa 

¦d·ÙØÞfÄíAÞøÎÞÏßøáKá, ÌÞ¢·ïâV_æÌKÞV·GÏß 

ÜáU ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎ¢.

èÕÕßÇcBæ{ ¦ç¸Þ×ÎÞAáK ÍÞøÄàÏ ¦icÞ 

vßµ ©ùÕß¿Bæ{ èdµØñÕ ÕßÖbÞØèÖÜßÏáÎÞÏß çºVJá 

ÕÏíAáÕÞÈáU Ü{ßÄÎÞÏ dÖÎ¢. çÆÖàçÏÞÆíd·ÅÈJßæa 

¦vàÏ ÍÞ×ÏÞÏßøáKá ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢.

èÆÕÖÞdØñÉÀÈJßÈÞÏßÕàIá¢ ÇVNÞøÞÎßW ®Jß 

ÏçMÞZ ²øßAW ÕßÈàÄºîX ®æa ÎáKßW ÄáùKßG 
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¼ÞÜµÉÝáÄßÜâæ¿JæK ¨ ÕßÖbdÉÉFæJ çÈÞAß 

µÞÃÞÈÞÃí ¾ÞX dÖÎßºîÄí, ¥ÜíÉ¢µâ¿ß ¦ÝJßW...

ÇVNÞøÞ¢ ºÞMÜßæa ÎáKßæÜ ÙãÆÏÞµÞø¢ ÉâI 

æµÞºîáµá{JßW ÕßøßEá ÈßK ¦OWMáA{ßW ®æa 

ÙãÆÏJßæÜ ÎÞÜßÈcBZ ¥ÜßEáçÉÞµáKÄí ¾ÞÈùß 

Eá… ºÞMÜßÈáÉßKßæÜ èÜdÌùßÏáæ¿ µßÝAáÕÖæJ 

³VºîÞVÁßÜáU æº¿ßµZAß¿ÏßæÜ µß{ßµâGßW ÈßKá¢ 

µÞÜß¿ùß ÎHßW ÕàÃí ©ùáOøßAáK ¼àÕÈáU µáEßAß 

{ßÏáæ¿ èÆÈcÄÏßW ¦øá¢ µÞÃÞæÄ ¾ÞX µøEá...  

èÆÕÖÞdØñÉÀÈJßæa ¥ÕØÞÈÈÞ{áµ{ßW dÉÌt¢ 

(thesis) ÄÏîÞùÞçAI ØÎÏ¢ ®æa ÎÈTßW ÎæxÞKáÎáIÞ 

ÏßøáKßÜï. ¨ ÕßÖbdÉÉF¢ èÆÕµÞøáÃcJßæaÏá¢ 

¥ÈáµOÏáæ¿Ïá¢ æÕ{ßæM¿áJÜÞÃí ®K ̄ xÕá¢ Ü{ßÄ 

ÎÞÏ ÆVÖÈæJ ¥ÕÜ¢Ìßºîí ÕßÖái èÌÌß{ßæÜ ØCàV 

JÈB{ßÜá¢, ¦¢·çÜÏ µÕßµ{ÞÏ ÕßÜc¢ çÕVÁíØí 

ÕVJí, ç¼ÞY µàxíØí, Éß. Ìß. æ×Üïß ®KßÕøáæ¿ µÞÜíÉ 

Èßµ µÕßÄµ{ßÜáÎáU dÉÉFÆVÖÈJßæa ÄÞøÄÎcÉÀÈ¢ 

ç¼ÞØËí ÉÞdÄÉÞCW ¥ºîæa µàÝßW ¾ÞX ÉâVJß 

ÏÞAß. 

ÉßKà¿í ̄ æù ÕV×BZAáçÖ×¢ ©ÉøßÉÀÈ¢ ¥ÈßÕÞ 

øcÎÞÏçMÞÝá¢ ®æa ÎÈTßW ÕßÈàÄºîX æÕ{ßºîÎÞÏß. 

¨ Øã×í¿dÉÉFJßW Äæa ¦vÞÕßæÈ ÕßÄÞÈßºî 

èÆÕ¢, ̄ æÄÞøá ÎÈá×cçÈÏá¢ ¦ÖbØßMßAáÕÞÈá¢, Øá¶ 

æM¿áJáÕÞÈá¢ ÕßÎÜàµøßAáÕÞÈá¢ ²GÈÕÇß ØÞÇcÄµæ{ 

²{ßMßºîá ÕºîßGáIí ®KÄí ®æa ¥ÈáÍÕÎÞÏßAÝßEßøá 

Ká. ¯æù ÈÞ{æJ ÉÀÈÉøßdÖÎBZæAÞ¿áÕßW 2019 

¼âèÜ ÎÞØ¢ çµÞÏOJâV ÍÞøÄàÏÞV ÏâÃßçÕÝíØßxß 

ÏßW ØCàVJÈBæ{Ïá¢ øÕàdwÈÞÅ¿Þç·Þùßæa ·àÄÞ 

¾í¼ÜßçÏÏá¢ ¥¿ßØíÅÞÈÎÞAß “dÉµãÄßÏáæ¿ Øì¶cØÞÇc 

Äµæ{Aáùßºîí ²øá ÉÀÈ¢” (A Study on the Therapeutic 
Potential of Nature with Reference to Psalms and Gitanjali) 
®K Õß×ÏJßW dÉÌt¢ ØÎVMßºîçMÞÝá¢ dÉµãÄßÏáæ¿ 

©ÉÞØµÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX ®æa ÎÈTßW ÈßùEáÈßKß 

øáKá. ÄÞX ¥ùßÕá¢ ¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢ ¥ÈáÍÕÕá¢ ÉµVKá ÈWµßÏ 

¦ÏßøB{ßÜâæ¿ ÕßÈàÄºîX µÞÜBZAMáùçJAáU 

ØFÞø¢ Äá¿øáµÏÞÃí: ÄÜÎáùµæ{ dÉçºÞÆßMßºîáæµÞIí... 
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Joseph J. Palackal CMI, New York
Bridging India and Christianity

Dr. Francis 
Va d a k e -
thala CMI 

was an intellectual 
giant who chose 
the name Vineeth, 
which, in Sanskrit, 
means humble. 
The name defined 
his self-under-
standing that 
matched with his 
public persona. Fr. 
Vineeth drew in-

spiration equally from the Bible and the Bhagavat Gita. 
He had an unusual intellectual acumen to explain Se-
mitic thoughts in Sanskrit terms. The best example is 

the lyrics that he wrote for the LP record, Christian 
Bhajans, Jyothi Jyothi. The lyrics are a simple exegesis 
to the prologue in St. John’s gospel. Towards the lat-
ter part of his academic life, Dr. Vineeth broke away 
from the status quo and started an Ashram movement 
at Vidyavanam Ashram at Bennarghatta in the out-
skirts of Bengaluru. Fr. Vineeth was comfortable with 
bridging India and Christianity. I. C. Chacko’s Kristu 
Sahasra Namam was his favourite poem. Fr. Vineeth ap-
preciated Chacko’s poetic genius to compress layers of 
ideas in a few Sanskrit slokas. It was Fr. Vineeth’s inter-
est that led to the commercial release of Kristu Sahasra 
Namam in the musical setting of his student, Dr. Anto 
Amarnad, in 1985, and a rerelease of the same in a CD 
format in 2014.

Christian Musicological Society is honoured to 
pay prayerful homage to Dr. Vineeth.
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Bibin Thomas Chakkalackal 
We Lived in the Time of Father Vineeth

ÎÞÄÞÕßæa èµÉß¿ßºîí ÈæN µÞÝí 

ºîAÞøÞAß ØbVPJßæa ÉßXÕÞ 

ÄßÜßÜâæ¿ ÄOáøÞæa ØÕßÇJß 

çÜAí ÕßÈàÄºîX È¿KµKá… ¥Õ 

ØÞÈÈÞ{áµ{ßW ³VNµZ §¿ùßÏ 

çMÞÝá¢ §¿ùÞæÄ ¼ÉÎÞÜ æÈçFÞ¿í 

çºVJíÉß¿ßºî ÕßÈàÄºîçÈÞæ¿ÞM¢ 

¼ÉÎÞÜ æºÞÜïß ÈÎáAá¢ èÇøcÉâV 

Õî¢ dÉÞVjßAÞ¢: RØbVPJßW 

²øá ÎicØíÅÈáæIK çÌÞÇcç-

JÞæ¿ ©WAÃíÀµâ¿ÞæÄ 

¼àÕßAáÕÞX ¾Bæ{ ÉÀßMßAÃçÎQ®Kí. 

ÕßÈàÄí ®K çÉøí ¥ºîÈí ²øá ¥ÜCÞøÎÞÏßøáKßÜï, Îùßºîí 

¦vÞÕß×íAÞøÎÞÏßøáKá. ¥ùßÕßæa ¼í¾ÞÈÉàÀçÎùßÏß 

Gá¢ ÕßÈÏ¢ æµÞIí ¥qáÄæM¿áJßÏ ÎÈá×cX. çÉÞØíxáÜX 

Øß µÞÜJí ¥ºîæa ØbÉíÈç·ÙÎÞÏßøáK ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ 

¦dÖÎJßW ²øá ÎÞØ¢ ÄÞÎØßAÞX ÍÞ·c¢ µßGß. Éæf 

¥Kí ¥ùßEßøáKßÜï µßGßÏ ÎÙÞÍÞ·cJßæa ¦ÝÕá¢ 

ÕÜßMÕá¢. ËßçÜÞØËßÏá¢, ÄßçÏÞ{¼ßÏá¢, ÎßØíxßØßØÕá¢ 

ÆÙßAÞX dÉÞÏÎÞµÞJÄá æµÞIÞµÞ¢… µ{ßÏÞAß ºßøßºîß 

øáKá. ¥Äá çµGßGá¢ fÎßAÞÈá¢ æÉÞùáAÞÈá¢ µÞÃßºî 

ÎÈTí ÎÈTßÜÞAÞX ÕV×BZ ÉÜÄá¢ µÝßçÏIßÕKá. 

ÎÈTßÜÞÏçMÞZ ÕÞÏßºîÞW ÄàøÞJ ²øá ØCàVH 

ÉáØñµ¢... ®KÞW ¼àÕßÄ¢ Ü{ßÄÕá¢ ÎçÈÞÙøÕá¢. ÈÕØÈcÞ 

ØµÞÜJí ®¼ßÆßÏâØºîX ÉùEçÄÞVAáKá: RÈzµ{á¢ 

¥ùßÕáµ{áæÎÜïÞ¢ ÉÀßAÞÈá¢ ¥ÈáÍÕßºîùßÏÞÈá¢ ÜÍßAáK 

¥ÕØøBZ dÉçÏÞ¼ÈæM¿áJÞJÄí µáOØÞøJßW Éù 

çÏI ÉÞÉÎÞÃí.Q ¥¿áJ ÄÕÃ µáOØÞøßAáçOÞZ ̄ xá 

ÉùÏÃ¢, ÕßÈàÄºîæÈK ÕcµñßæÏ ÉÀßAÞæÄ çÉÞÏÄßÈí... 

¥çgÙ¢ ÉµVKí ÄK ÄßøßÈÞ{¢ ¥Ãºîí µ{EÄßÈí... ¦ 

ÕßÈàÄÙãÆÏX ªÄß µJßºî µÈW æµ¿ÞæÄ ØâfßAÞ 

JÄßÈí... KGF ®K ØßÈßÎÏßW ÉùÏáKÄí çÉÞæÜ, RÈNZ 

ØbVHJßæa æÉGß ºßÜïùAÞÖí §¿ÞÈÞÏßøáKá Õºîßøá 

KÄí!Q

çÄÞÎØí æ®AøÏºîX ®ÝáÄßÏÄí ³VAáKá: ²øá 

ÕßÖáiæa [µÈßØßÏâØí ¥ºîæa] µáOØÞøAÞøÈÞµÞX 

¥çgÙJßÈí ÍÞ·c¢ ÜÍßºîßGáIí ®Kí. ¥ÄáçÉÞæÜ ÈÎáAá¢ 

ÉùÏÞÈÞµá¢: R²øá ÕßÖáiæa, ÎÙÞÉmßÄæa ØáÕVH 

ÈÞÕßW ÈßKá¢ ·áøáÕºÈ¢ çµZAÞX ÍÞ·c¢ ÜÍßºîßGáæI 

Kí...Q ÕßÈàÄºîÈ¿AÎáU ÎÙÞøÅzÞçøÞ¿áµâæ¿ ØÙÕV 

JßAÞX µÝßEÄßW Éø¢ÍÞ·c¢ çÕæù ®LÞÃáUÄí. ¥Íß 

ÎÞÈçJÞæ¿ ÈÎáAá¢ ÉùÏÞ¢: “We walked with giants… 
We lived in the time of Father Vineeth, a man of simplicity 
and the one who hid behind Mother Mary…”
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Jithin Jose Kalan CMI, Kenya 

¥BæÈæÏÞøá ¥ÕØøÎáIÞ 

ÏßøáKá. ÕßÆcÞÕÈJßW ÕßÈà 

ÄºîçÈÞæ¿ÞMÎÞÏßøßAÞX. µãÄc 

ÎÞÏß ÉùEÞW ØáÎÞùá ²øá ²Kø 

ÎÞØ¢. øIÞÏßøJßæÏGßæa   ¼âY, 

¼âèÜ ÎÞØB{ßÜÞÏßøáKá 

¥Äí. §KáæÎÞøá dÉÃÏÎáIí 

¦ ¦dÖÎçJÞ¿í, ÎæxÞKá¢æµÞIÜï, ¦ ÉáÃcÍâÎßÏÞÏß 

øáKá ̈ ÏáçUÞÈí ÕÞÏÈÏáæ¿ ÕßÖÞÜçÜÞµçJÏíAáU 

ÕÞÄÞÏÈBZ ÎÜVæA ÄáùKßGÄí. µGÞÏÎÞÏßGá¢ ÈßB{áæ¿ 

©UßW ²øá çºÞÆcÎáæIKùßÏáKßçMÞZ,  ®LÞÃá 

¦ §¿æJ ÉÕßdÄÎÞAáKÄí? ÎøÕá¢, ÎÃÜá¢, ÎHá¢ µºî 

Õ¿Jßæa µHßÜâæ¿ çÈÞAßAÞÃáK µÞÜ¸GJßW 

ÕßÈàæÄK ¦ºÞøcX dÉµãÄßæÏ µáæùAâ¿ß çºVJí  Éß¿ßºîá 

®KáUÄÞÃí ¦ ¦dÖÎ ¦ÕãÄßæÏ ØáµãÄ 

Øá·tÎáUÄÞAáKÄí. ØÎÏÎáæICßW ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ®Kí 

·â·ßZ æºÏîçÃ. ºßÄWMáxßÈáÎáµ{ßW èµÕßøßºîá Éß¿ßºî 

dµßØñáÕßæa øâÉÎÞÏßøßAá¢ ÈßB{áæ¿ ØídµàÈßW ¦Æc¢ 

æÄ{ßÏáµ. ¦dÖÎJßæÜ µçM{ÉUßÏÞÃí.   µáæEÞøá 

ÉßKÞOáùÎáIÄßÈí. ºßÄW Éáxáµ{áæ¿ ¥ØíµßÄÏáU  ¦ 

dÉµãÄßÏáæ¿ dÉÃÏßÈß

ÎHßW ²øá çÆÕÞÜÏJßÈá øâÉ¢æµÞ¿áAáçOÞZ ºßÄW 

Éáxßæa ºLÎáIÞÏßøßAÃæÎKí ºßLßºî ÕßÈàæÄK 

ÍßfÞ¢ çÆÙßAí dÉµãÄßçÏÞ¿í ²¿áBÞJ dÉÃÏÎÜïÞæÄ 

ÎæxLÞÃí?

ÍâÎßÏßWåÉßùKáÕàÝáK ¯æÄÞøá µáEßæaÏá¢ 

çºÞÆÈ Õßµí¿V dËÞ·¡{ßæa ÉáØñµJßæa ÄÜæAGá µÃ 

AÞÃí: RMan’s Search for Meaning.Q ÎÈá×cX ¥ÏÞ{áæ¿ ¥V 

JÕá¢ ¦ÝÕá¢ çÄ¿ßÏáU ÈßøLø ÏÞdÄÏßÜÞæÃK ̄ xÕá¢ 

¥ùßÕáU ¦ºÞøcÈÞÏßøáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. ̈  ÄàVjÞ¿È 

JßÈí ̄ xÕá¢ §ÃBßÏ ·â·ßZ ÎÞÉí dÉµãÄßÏÞæÃKáU 

æÕG¢ µßGßÏÄáæµÞIÞÃá ¦ ØÈcÞØÕøcX ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ 

®K çÉøá ¦dÖÎJßÈá æµÞ¿áJÄí. èÄJßøßçÏÞÉÈß× 

JßW ÈßKí µ¿æÎ¿áJí µÜïßW æµÞJßÏ RLet wisdom 
emerge from the woods” ÎdL¢, ¦dÖÎJßçÜAí ‘¥ÄßÅß 

çÆçÕÞ ÍÕ:’ ÉùÏáKÄßæa æÉÞøáZ Éß¿áJ¢ µßGÞX ØÙÞÏß 

Aá¢. µß{ßµ{áæ¿ µ{µâ¼È¢, ÎHßæa ÎÃ¢, ÎøBæ{ ÄÝáµß 

æÏJáK ÎwÎÞøáÄX, ÉáÜøßÎEí æÉÞÄßE ÉáWÈÞOá 

µZ… ²øÞ{áæ¿ ¦vàÏÄÏßçÜAí, ¥ùßÕßçÜAí ¥Vj 

B{ßçÜAí ¼í¾ÞÈJßæa µßøÃBZ ÕßÄùáæÎK Äæa 

çÌÞÇc¢ ÕßÈàæÄK ¼í¾ÞÈÕãiæÈ dÉµãÄßÏáæ¿ ©zÞÆßÏÞ 
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Aß. ²øßAW ¨ ¼í¾ÞÈÕÈJßW µÞÜáµáJßÏÕV 

ÄàVºîÏÞÏá¢ èÈØßÜßæÈ µâGáÉß¿ßºîí BGM©¢ DJæÏÞæA 

ÏßGá ÉÞ¿á¢ ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ®K ¦ çÉøí ¦dÖÎJßÈá¢ Perfect 
OkayæÏKí.

¨ ¥¿áJ ÈÞ{áµ{ßW (æµÞçùÞÃÏíAí ÎáOí) ÍfÃ 

ÕáÎÞÏß ÌtæMG ²øá ÕßçÖ×ÃÎÞÏßøáKá çÙÞÎßÜß ÎàW. 

¯æÄÞøß¿æJÏá¢ Õà¿ÞAß ÎÞxáKÄí ¥Õßæ¿ Õß{OáK Íf 

ÃÎÞæÃKÞVAÞÃùßÏÞJÄí. æÕ¼ßçxùßÏÈÞÃá ¦dÖÎ 

JßæÜ ÍfÃøàÄß. µáæùAá¿ß è¼ÕÎÞµÞX ¦ÙÞø¢ dÉµã 

Äß Èß×íµV×ßºîßGáU ØØcÜÄÞÆßµ{ÞæÃK §LcX çÕÆ 

¦vàÏÄæÏ µ¿æÎ¿áJí ÕßÈàæÄK ÉºîÏÞÏ ÎÈá×cX Éß¿ß 

ÕÞÖßAÞøÈÞÏÄá¢ dÉµãÄßçÏÞ¿áU µù ÄàVK ØíçÈÙÎÞ 

ÏßøáKá. ¦dÖÎJßæÈÞøá ÉøØcæÎÞKáÎÜï ®KÞÜá¢ 

ØÄc¢ ÉùÏæG: ¥Õßæ¿ÏáIÞÏßøáK ²KøÎÞØAÞÜçJÞ 

{¢ ÉºîAùß ÍfÃÎÞæÃKáçÉÞÜá¢ ¥ùßEßøáKßÜï ®Kí 

¾ÞÈ¿A¢ µâæ¿ÏáIÞÏßøáK ÉÄßÎâKáçÉøá¢ ÉùÏáÎÞÏßøá 

Ká. ÎÞÄcá æµÜïßÏÞÃí ¥Äí ®ÝáÄßÏÄí: “We become the 
books we read.Q ÕßÈàæÄK µNßxÁá¢, dµßçÏxßÕá¢, dµßGßA 

ÜáÎÞÏ ØbÄdL ÄÄbºßLµÈùßÏÞÎÞÏßøáKá, ²øÞZ Ífß 

AáKÄí ¥ÏÞ{ÞÏß ÎÞùáæÎKí. ¦dÖÎJßW æÕ¼ßçxùßÏX 

ÍfÃ¢ Õß{OáKÄßæa µÞøÃ¢ ÄßøEçMÞZ ÕßÈàÄºîX 

ÉùEÄí: RÉºîAùß ÍfÃ¢ µáçùAâ¿ß ÎÈá×cæÈ dÉµãÄß 

çÏÞ¿á çºVJá ÈßùáJá¢. ÉÄßæÏ ¥ÏÞZ dÉµãÄßÏáç¿ÄÞÏ 

dÉÃÏÕá¢, dÉÞVjÈÏá¢, dÉÎÞÃB{á¢ ØbLÎÞAá¢.”  

ÕÞAáµZAá¢, ÕßµÜÎÞÏ ºßLµZAáÎMáùÎÞÃá ÕßÈà 

æÄK dÉµãÄßÏáæ¿ dÉÃÏßÈß. ÕßºßLÈ¢ æµÞIí, ÕÞAá 

æµÞIí, ÕãJßæµÞIí ÄçaÄÞÏ ÕcµñßÄb¢ æÄ{ßÏßºî 

ÕßÈàÄºîX ÕßÖáiÈÞµÞæÄ ÄøÎßÜï. ¥Üï ÉßæK, dÉµãÄßæÏ 

dÉÃÏßºîÕæø dÉµãÄßÏá¢ dÉÃÏßAá¢. ¥ÄßÈí ¥qáÄ 

Øì¶cB{áæ¿ æÉøáAæMGßµçÏÞ, æÁÕßZØí ¥ÁbçA 

xßæa ÖáÉÞVÖæÏÞKá¢ çÕI. ¦dÖÎJßæa µçM{ ÉUß 

Ïáæ¿ É¿ßÕÞÄßÜßæÜ µÜïßW æµÞJßÏ ÕÞºµ¢ µÃAÞ 

Ãá dÉµãÄßæÏ dÍÞLÎÞÏß ØíçÈÙßºî ÕßÈàæÄK èÕÆßµÞ 

ºÞøcX: “Revealed yet hidden in the cave, know him!” 
¦VdÆÎÞÏ ¦ÆøÞ¼í¾Üßµç{Þæ¿, ¦ ¦vÞÕßæa çÎÞf 

JßÈáU dÉÞVjÈçÏÞæ¿...
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Gerard A. Smith SMM,  Former Student at DVK
Holy and Enlightened Spiritual Teacher

In the 1980s, the city of Banga-
lore was graced with the pres-
ence of many a holy and en-

lightened spiritual teachers who 
radiated their God experience 
and revealed the Good News in 
the simplest form. One among 
them was the late Fr. Francis 

Vineeth. He was holy and humble, gentle and kind, car-

ing and encouraging. During my hard times he spoke 
words of love, strength, and comfort. Fr. Francis Vineeth 
once said: “Be brave Gerard, have deep faith, God will take 
your deepest pain and make it your foundation to live your pas-
sion joyfully and attain your purpose in life. God bless you!” 
I thank Fr. Francis Vineeth for his enlightening presence 
that did make a difference in my life. I pray: May his soul 
rest in peace and may he enjoy the presence and the glory 
of God!
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Jebin Jose Attokkaran CMI
Forest, a Realization  (On Vidyavanam)

In silence, solitude speaks
To his restless heart. 
“Acharya, go into the wilderness of life.”

He started.
Beginning from his expectations,
Moving into the deep of the forest,
Seeking a place to rest my heart.

He observed.
A deliberate journey with speechless sense.
Through pathless roads with green darkness.
The clouds are running, 
is fearless walk, seeing.

He knew.
A forest in his heart.
Footprints rhythmically moving 
Listening to his breath, the heart to conquer.
Entering into the forest of realization.

He realized.
Trees in silence, contemplating.
Roots in darkness, searching:
For Red Holy streams,
Growing into eternal.

He contemplated.
Until, in Him united!
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Emblem of the Congregation of Sisters of Saint Elizabeth 
(Guna Sisters) and the Interpretation Given by Father Vineeth

1. The emblem as a 
whole represents an In-
dian Mandala designed 
at the same time as an 
icon-cross very much 
similar to the cross the 
Sisters of St. Elizabeth 

wear. Mandala is a graphic presentation of one’s faith 
and wish of total reality (Weltanshauung), one’s own 
proper place in that complex of reality. Every individ-
ual part of this mandala further explains this total vi-
sion and personal dedication of an Elizabethan Sister.

2. Damaru (drum): On the top of the Mandala is the 
drum symbolizing the Word of God that is being ut-
tered from all eternity in stillness and silence, yet re-
ally heard by the listening mind of a contemplative 
sister (anahatasabda). The mind of an Elizabethan Sister 
is given to the silent contemplation of the Word of God 
which blossoms into action in her life.

3. The lotus mudra of the dancing hands: Just below 
the drum two dancing hands open up symbolizing the 
readiness of an Elizabethan Sister to dance her life ac-
cording to the rhythm of the Divine that is being con-
stantly communicated to her as the ‘Will of God’. The 
bright flame amidst the black hands symbolizes the 
striking contrast between the Divine and the human 
and the need of illumination and transformation of the 
human by the Divine.

4.  Flame is a living flame of love. The sound descends 
into the heart of the contemplative sister and becomes 
a flame of love (the Holy Spirit). The awakened con-
sciousness, of the sister becomes the true abode of this 
divine flame in such a way that one gets fused with the 
other. The living flame of love is a flame of two con-
sciousness divine and human, yet the latter growing 
in the former, and thus evolving to a more perfect and 
complete transformation into the Divine. As the hands 
move in the rhythm of the sound the flame strives to 
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reach the drum, the source from which it had its origin.

5. Pushpakala (the symbol of flower): The sketch of 
flower surrounding the flame and dancing hands is a 
symbol of auspiciousness, openness and hospitality. It 
is an ancient Indian tradition that the lady of the house 
draws this kalam in front of her house at dawn in or-
der to begin the day with an auspicious omen of wel-
coming God and his representative into her house. The 
Elizabethan Sister is ever open to listen to the word 
of God, to welcome it into her heart. Her hospitality 
extends also to all whom the word represents, espe-
cially the poor and the downtrodden who hardly get 
welcome anywhere.

6. Devamanobhava: Be of the divine mind. That is the 
motto of an Elizabethan Sister in India. It is the San-
skrit version of the Elizabethan motto: Will of God. 
When a sister identifies herself with the will of God 
she becomes of the mind of God. This is said in this 
motto: devamanobhava and reminds us of the great In-
dian saying manmanobhava (The Gita): be of my mind!

(Fr. Joy Elamkunnapuzha drew the design and Fr. Vineeth 
wrote the explanation of the emblem.)
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Prideep Vincent: “We will miss you Vallyappacha... 
You were a true inspiration for life...Your vision got me 
thinking in many dimensions... Your memories are al-
ways with us... Rest in Peace!”
Rosakutty Peter:  “Vineethachan: most 
humble personality ever seen… I am thank-
ful for your generosity and spiritual help. 
May your soul rest in peace!”
Anna Naduveetil JMJ : “I am very sad to 
think that Fr. Vineeth is no more on this 
earth, but he is very close to all of us.May 
God reward him in heaven.”

Nanda Bandara:  “Deepest sympathy and 
condolences to his family and comrades. A 
rare visionary and wonderful friend to all.”
Francis Thonippara CMI :  “Pranam to my 
beloved guru. May this great soul enjoy heavenly bliss. 
He was a trendsetter in the Indian Church.”
Molly and Jose, Bengaluru:  “Our dearest Vineetha-
cha, we miss only your physical presence. Your loving 
memories are always with us in our hearts. May your 
soul rest in peace!”

Sisters of Saint John the Baptist and Mary the Queen:  
“We pray for you, Vineethacha. Remember grateful-
ly your inspiring words and cherish the memories of 
your visits to our communities.”

Laila Jolly :“Really very innocent Father. 
His soul is now in paradise with God.”

Ammini Paul:   “Heartfelt condolence to 
the CMI congregation, and the family of Fr. 
Vineeth. He was a very close friend of my 
family. We miss him and pray for his bless-
ings.”

John Melethundil: “My dear Father, you 
are in my heart. I still think about your lov-
ing smile.”

Anton Acto:  “A humble priest, a loving and caring un-
cle, true guide and real Jyothi of our family... We miss 
you, Vineethachaa...”

Shajiee George : RÎÙÞ·áøáÕá¢, ¦ºÞøcÈáÎÞÏ ÕßÈàÄí 

¥ºîÈí dÉÃÞÎ¢Q.

Selected Messages from the Online Streaming of the Funeral Service on YouTube:
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ÄãÛâV: çµÞÏOJâV Øß.®¢.æ®. çdÉ×ßÄ dÉÕßÖcÞ¢·ÎÞÏ ¦ºÞøc ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG 

 ËÞ. dËÞXØàTí Õ¿çAJÜ (86) ÈßøcÞÄÈÞÏß. ÄãÛâV ¥ÄßøâÉÄÏßæÜ µIÛÞ¢µ¿Õí 

æËÞçùÞÈ æØaí. çÎøàØí §¿Õµ Õ¿çAJÜ çÜÞÈ ÄÞIN ÆOÄßµ{áæ¿ 

²XÉÄá ÎA{ßW ÈÞÜÞÎÈÞÏßøáKá ËÞ. ÕßÈàÄí. ¥çgÙJßæa ÈÞÜí ØçÙÞÆ 

øßÎÞøá¢ ØÈcÞØßÈßµ{ÞÃí. ÉÞÜAÞ¿í ÍÞøÄÎÞÄÞ ¦dÖÎÞ¢·ÎÞÃí ËÞ. ÕßÈàÄí. 

ØíAâZ ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØJßÈáçÖ×¢ 1950W Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ ®WJáøáJí 

ÉøßÖàÜÈ ÍÕÈJßW çºVKá. 1953_W ÈÕØÈcÞØ ÉøßÖàÜÈ¢ ÉâVJßÏÞAß 

¦ÆcdÕÄ¢ ¥Èá×íÀßºîá. Øß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ ¦ÆcÉÀÈ·ãÙÎÞÏ æºJßÉáÝ, 

ÇVNÞøÞ¢ ®KßÕß¿B{ßW ÈßKí ÄÄbÖÞdØñÕá¢, èÆÕÖÞdØñÕá¢ ÉÀßºîÄßÈáçÖ×¢ 

1960_W ¦Vºîí Ìß×Mí ç¼ÞØËí ÉÞçùAÞGßW ÈßKá¢ ÇVNÞøÞÎßW Õºîí ÄßøáMG¢ 

Øàµøßºîí ÉáçøÞÙßÄÈÞÏß ¥Íß×ßµíÄÈÞÏß. ÄßøáMGJßÈáçÖ×¢ ÄÄbÖÞdØñJßÜá¢, 

èÆÕÖÞdØñJßÜá¢ ÏÅÞdµÎ¢ çùÞÎßæÜ d·ßç·ÞùßÏX ÏâÃßçÕÝíØßxß, §¢·ïIßæÜ 

³µíØíçËÞÁí ÏâÃßçÕÝíØßxß ®KßÕß¿B{ßW ÈßKá¢ ÌßøáÆÞÈLøÌßøáÆÕá¢ 

çÁÞµí¿çùxá¢ µøØíÅÎÞAß. ¥ÄßÈáçÖ×¢åØß.®¢.æ®. ØÍÏáæ¿ dÉÇÞÈ ÉÀÈ 

·ãÙÎÞÏ ÇVNÞøÞ¢ ÕßÆcÞçfdÄJßW 35 ÕV×çJÞ{¢ ÕßÆcÞçfdÄ¢ dÉØßÁaí, 

ËßçÜÞØËß ÁàX, ¥ÇcÞÉµX ®Kà ÈßÜµ{ßW ØñáÄcVÙÎÞÏ çØÕÈBZ 

µÞÝíºæÕºîá. ÌÞ¢·ïâV ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ ¦dÖÎØíÅÞÉµ ÁÏùµí¿ùÞÃí. ÄÄbÖÞdØñ èÆÕÖÞ 

dØñçÎ¶Üµ{ßW ÍÞøÄÕWAøÃ ø¢·Jí ÄÈÄÞÏ Ø¢ÍÞÕÈµZ ÈÜíµßÏßGáIí. 

ÇcÞÈdÉØ¢·µX, d·sµÞøX, µÕß, Ø¢ØíµãÄÉmßÄX Äá¿Bß ÈßøÕÇß çÎ¶Ü 

µ{ßW Äæa ÕcµíÄßÎádÆ ÉÄßMßºîá. ÉçøÄøÞÏ Øß. ç¼ÞÕßÈ ®.Øß., dÖà ç¼ÞØí 

Õß. æ¼., Øß. ØßØßÜß Øß.®ºîí.®Ëí., dÖà çÌÌß Õß. æ¼. ®KßÕøá¢, Øß. çÎøß 

ÕßÈàÄ ®.Øß., Øß. µøáÃ (Sisters of John the Baptist), dÖà çÄÞÎØí ç¼ÞY, dÖà ÕßXØaí 

Õß. æ¼. ®KßÕøá¢ ÉçøÄæa ØçÙÞÆøB{ÞÃí. µVJÞÕßæa ÎáLßøßçJÞ 

MßW ¥çÙÞøÞdÄ¢ ¥ÇbÞÈßºî ¦ºÞøc ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ËÞ. dËÞXØàTí ÕßÈàÄí 

¥ºîÈí çµÞÏOJâV Øß.®¢.æ®. çdÉ×ßÄ dÉÕßÖcÏáæ¿ dÉÞVjÈÞ¾í¼ÜßµZ! 

Obituary in Deepika Daily (31 May 2021)
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“My life is a journey,
A journey in the sea of God’s merciful love.
It is a pilgrimage
To no country and to no end.
In the tiny boat of my life.
I sail all alone with my Lord.
Singing the hymns of His praise
In silence and solitude.

Each day I begin this lovely journey anew
With a sense of freedom brought to me
By the breaking of all fetters that bind me.
I will wait for Him,
Not stopping the melodies of my heart
Until he comes and makes His abode my heart.

Then onwards, it will be He
Who lives in me;
And it will be my delight
To melt and become one with Him.”

(V. F. Vineeth, “My Life Is a Journey”
in Songs of Solitude, pages 100-102)
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