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PREFACE

ather  Francis  Vineeth
FVadakethala CMI (1935-

2021), whom I have closely
known for about four decades,
was for sure a Sthithaprajfia, a
person of equanimity stemming
from his realized conscious-
ness of the Divine, rooted and
flourished in the person of Jesus
Christ.

Being an erudite and in-
novative philosopher-theologian, with his academic
grooming from Dharmaram College (Bengaluru),
Pontifical Gregorian University (Rome), and Oxford
University (UK), Father Francis Vineeth could explore
new domains of integration in religious consciousness,
consecrated life, contextualization and inculturation of
his Catholic faith, with greater commitment and deter-
mination.

Having been involved in the grooming of hun-
dreds of priests and consecrated religious for about six

decades at Dharmaram College and elsewhere, Father
Francis Vineeth is remembered by his students and
colleagues for the great model of committed religious
and priestly life that he offered in and through his per-
sonal life of witness and the clear and sound teachings
that he had imparted in the classrooms and his mani-
fold writings.

Vidyavanam Ashram, a realization of his cher-
ished dream for an integrated Indian-Christian way
of life, both as an institution and a movement, offered
a new avenue for his self-expression: here, an acade-
mician was transformed into a Sadhaka, an innovative
seeker of the Ineffable, but truly practical and very
much down to earth. At the Ashram, he could accom-
pany and animate many a seeker who approached
him for establishing themselves in the Unfathomable,
whom he had encountered and realized in Jesus Christ.

Father Francis Vineeth was a philosopher-theolo-
gian with an ever-growing interest to pursue research,
which, in the course of time, gave way to an unceas-
ing search; he was a teacher and mentor, who was ever




available for academic and spiritual grooming of his
wards, or anyone who approached him for guidance
and support. He was a prolific writer and a poet, who
mastered the art of fathom-
ing the Unfathomable; his 8
unquenching thirst for the
Divine formed his open per-
spectives and firm positions,
which, in turn, took him to
greater heights of religious
realization. The way of life o
that Father Francis Vineeth i
charted for himself remains, |
at the same time, a challenge
and a promise: for those who
followed him closely, he re-
mains a beacon of assured
accomplishment of the goal of life; indeed, he offers
all of us a great model to emulate!

Although Father Francis Vineeth has left his earthly
sojourn on 30 June 2021, his person, insights and per-
spectives, inspirations and aspirations, shall continue
to resound amidst us for the greater good of humanity.
In an attempt to capture how his confreres, students,

friends, and fellow-pilgrims perceived the impact of
his life, an invitation was sent out and the response was
indeed stupendous; it has resulted in this large collec-
tion of reminiscences from a cross-section of his asso-
ciates. This collection, titled
VS Francis Vineeth Vadakethala

Y CMI: Footprints of a Philoso-
| pher-Theologian Mystic, brings
to us the cherished memories
' of many, from a variety of
g perspectives. These pages, it
¥ is believed, will enable us to
recapture and perpetuate the
person and accomplishments
of Father Francis Vineeth for
posterity.

May Father Francis Vineeth, who had encountered
and experienced the Ineffable Divine, continue to in-
spire and empower us in our unceasing search for “the
revealed, yet hidden...!”

Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI
Provincial, Preshitha Province, Coimbatore




% prints gﬂ a @/ (/(ed(// ey~ // m/(t‘( (I / ydf( ?

VoMW @EemR0W M @leyarvymyailad
a)RWOW @RA{lenoMd @RYUOW)ME;
af)®aINaM)o V1100 NIHWIVI-V MO
80RO ®1)AUIMIVOW)6NE.
@RYODIMOIVI®I af)M DEMOICAM U3
@RYERIBal)BQ)o @A [laeyEaNad.

@B ANAMLANHAHADIMSTIWOH®
mlad @le) avymailad camlecwons
VOMMOY EEMROY aLIM)Qilad
)RV ®T10)AOMOUDW)6NE.
af)®anNaN)e  TVI1BH00 M0 WIVI-WEREH O G3

HaAN) MM BOWAIYW ®IBAVIESEM..

Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI
(written on 31 May 2010)




%y;/qtm ofa %’/&J{;bﬁ@m %ﬁ/&/{(m g//z/y}fm

Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI
A Personal Profile

May 2021), a member of Preshitha Province-Coimbatore, slept

in the Lord. Fr. Vineeth is the fourth of the nine children born in
the wedlock of Vadakethala Lona-Thandamma in Saint Mary’s Forane
Church, Kandassankadavu, in the Archdiocese of Thrissur. Four of his
sisters entered religious life. At the time of death, Fr. Vineeth was a
member of Bharathamatha Ashram, Palakkad.

ﬁ charya Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI (15 May 1935 - 30

After his initial schooling, he was initiated into religious life in
1950 at Aspirants” House in Elthuruth. He made his first profession
by the end of his canonical novitiate in 1953. Securing degrees in
philosophy and theology in the CMI Major Seminaries at Chethipuzha
and Bengaluru, he was ordained a priest by Archbishop Mar Joseph
Parekkattil at Dharmaram College, Bengaluru. He went on to complete
his master’s degree and doctoral studies in philosophy and theology,
respectively, from Gregorian University, Rome, and Oxford University,
UK. He then returned to India and taught at Dharmaram College and




FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI
%ﬁ‘é}fmﬁj q/ 174 @;{/ﬂdﬁ/@{€ﬂ-%ﬂ/ﬂyldﬁ g//?ﬁfm

Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, Bengaluru, for 35 years.
During this period, he served at various levels, including
President of DVK and Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy.
He was the founding director of Vidyavanam Ashram,
Bengaluru. He made immense contributions in the field
of Indianization in philosophy, theology, and spirituality.
He has stamped his signature as a retreat preacher, author,
poet, and Indologist.

The departed souls of Sr. Jovina AC, Mr. Jose V. ]., Sr.
Sicily CHF, and Mr. Baby V. J. as well as Sr. Vineetha AC,
Sr. Karuna SJB, Mr. Thomas V. J., and Mr. Vincent V. J. are
his siblings.

The members of CMI Preshitha Province-Coimbatore offered prayerful condolences to Acharya Fr. Francis
Vineeth Vadakethala, who worked tirelessly in the vineyard of the Lord! He left for his eternal reward at 5:45
pm on Sunday, 30 May 2021. After cremation, his remains were kept at Preshitharam, Mannuthy (Thrissur),
from 3 pm to 6 pm on Monday, 31 May 2021. On Tuesday, 1 June 2021, from 10 am onwards his remains were
kept at Bharathamatha Ashram, Chandranagar (Palakkad). Burial ceremonies began at 2 pm on the same day
at Bharathamatha Ashram. Observing the Covid-19 protocol, we prayed together for the repose of his soul with
the assurance that his holy life, expectant of the heavenly abode, realizes it’s goal in his eternal presence with his
constant companion our Lord Jesus Christ and our Blessed Mother... After having completed the first part of the
funeral ceremony at Preshitharam, Mannuthy, presided over by Fr. Saju Chackalackal, Provincial of Preshitha
Province, the second part was officiated by Fr. Davis Panakkal, Provincial of Devamatha Province, Thrissur.
Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General of the CMI Congregation, presided over the Requiem Mass, which was
followed by the fourth part of the funeral, presided over by His Excellency Mar Jacob Manathodath, Bishop of
Palakkad.
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His Beatitude
George Cardinal Alencherry

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
(Prot. No. 0625/2021, 31 May 2021)

passing away of Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala, a

great proponent of Christian monasticism and Indian
philosophical traditions. He was a Professor of Philosophy
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, Bangalore, for more than 35
years and had contributed immensely — his time and effort
— to the fostering of Christian monastic traditions in India.
As a preacher and a monk, his influence on the society was
inestimable. Affectionate and compassionate, he earned the love
and esteem of the people he came in contact with. Coming from
a family with great traditions of spirituality where four of his
siblings also joined the religious orders, he too was unabashed
in immersing himself in the monastic way of life.

It is with great sadness that I received the news of the

I offer my prayers and condolences to the members of his family
and to the members of the CMI Congregation.

May his soul rest in peace!




Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI, Prior General

In the death of our dear Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI our Congregation has lost an original

thinker and spiritual leader, who was much sought after by the religious at home as well as abroad.
The Vidyavanam Ashram that he founded in the outskirts of Bangalore in the year 1997 became
so famous within a few years that many religious and spiritually seeking persons belonging
to different faiths came there to spend even weeks for spiritual nourishment, renewal, and
refreshing.

Father Vineeth was a real acharya, well-versed in the Indian and Western philosophy as we
as the spiritual traditions of the East and the West. As a Professor of Philosophy at Dharmara
College and Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram (DVK), Bengaluru, and visiting professor anc
guest speaker in many other institutes in India and abroad, Father Vineeth has proved
his calibre as an original and creative thinker, who integrated well both the Indian and
Western thought patterns, on the one hand, and academics and spirituality, especial
mysticism, on the other. I remember him as a soft-spoken gentleman and a sincer
confrere. It is also to be especially mentioned that he observed total abstinence -
from meat at least for two years for expediting the process of the canonization of .
one of our blessed founders, Kuriakose Elias Chavara.

Along with academic and research activities he was also involved i
the social and ecclesiastical issues in India. He had a soft heart for the po
and marginalized. His book, Justice and Reconciliation, bears witness to
prophetic spirit of criticism against certain forms of oppression. I grateful
remember his services as the President of DVK, and Professor of Philosoph
as well as Theology there. I am glad that the Province of Coimbatore is
publishing a book of memoirs in his honour. y
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Mar ]acob Manathodath, Bishop of Palakkad
During the Funeral Ceremonies. .. (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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Welcome for the Funeral Ceremonies (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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From the Introduction to the Funeral Ceremony
(Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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Acto Thomas Vadakethala

Father Vineeth’s Nephew
(Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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Vicar Provincial (Bharathamatha, Palakkad, 1 June 2021)
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left us for his eternal reward; although in his old

age he had faced a few health hazards, it was due
to Covid-19 that he finally left us and, hence, our plans
for a fitting farewell to him was not possible in these
pandemic times.

It was on 30 May 2021 that Father Francis Vineeth

Yet, we planned for the best that we could. Hence,
considering the best option in the given conditions,
we decided to go for cremation and, then, to conduct
a normal burial ceremony, observing the Covid-19
protocol, at Bharathamatha Ashram, Palakkad.

Accordingly, yesterday, 31 May 2021, Fr. Vineeth’s
body was cremated at Kuriachira, and the ashes were

Saju Chackalackal CMI

Thanks Be to God:

Adieu to Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI
(A Post-Funeral Note, Province: 1 June 2021)

taken, first, to Preshitharam, Mannuthy, where he
lived for the last three years. Fr. Joy Kolengadan, Fr.
Prathap, and Fr. Jenson, together with Bro. Arjun and
Bro. Shijo, made excellent arrangements for a fitting
farewell from the house. It was here at Preshitharam,
Fr. Vineeth received excellent care during his old age
and the final phase of his life, especially when he was
struggling with a number of illness. While we must
thank the entire community under the leadership of Fr.
Joy Kolengadan for the care and concern with which
Fr. Vineeth was taken care, I must specially mention Fr.
Prathap for his very filial love and concern that made
the life of Fr. Vineeth more comfortable and enjoyable;
indeed, Fr. Prathap has a special art of caring the
seniors and the entire Preshitha Province is grateful to
him for the same.

During the three hours we kept the remains of
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Fr. Vineeth at Preshitharam, we conducted the first
part of the funeral rites at 3:15 pm. It was followed by
the visit of his family members, CMI confreres, and
a few of his acquaintances. His Grace Mar Andrews

Thazhath and His Excellency
Mar Tony Neelankavil, from
the Archeparchy of Thrissur,
joined us in praying for Fr.
Vineeth; Fr. Davis Panakkal
CMI, Provincial of Devamatha
Province, Thrissur, also joined
us with a few other Fathers from
various communities. Fathers
from Sagar Bhavan, Thrissur,
also joined us. There were also
a few of Fr. Vineeth’s relatives
who had joined us at Preshitharam. By 6 pm, we made
the final prayers at Preshitharam and the ashes were
taken to Bharathamatha, Palakkad, by 6:30 pm.

It was by 8 pm on 31 May, that the vehicle
carrying the ashes reached Bharathamatha Ashram,
Palakkad. In fact, Fr. Francis Vineeth was ascribed to
this community, although for the purpose of treatment
he was living at Preshitharam. Immediately, along

FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

with Fr. Rupert Panikulam, Prior, and the community,
we prayed the simple form of the Office for the Dead.

Then, it was in the morning of 1 June 2021 that
the remains of Fr. Francis
Vineeth were kept at the prayer
hall of Bharathamatha Higher
Secondary School, and many of
our members joined in prayer, of
course, observing the Covid-19
protocol.

By 2 pm, we began the
second part of the funeral rite,
which was presided over by Fr.
Davis Panakkal, Provincial of
Devamatha Province, Thrissur.
It was followed by the Requiem Holy Mass, which was
officiated by Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General
of the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI); the
concelebrants were Fr. Saju Chackalackal (Provincial
of Preshitha), Fr. Davis Panakkal (Provincial of
Devamatha), Fr. Johnson Valiyakulathil (Vicar
Provincial of Preshitha), and Fr. Rupert Panikulam
(Prior of Bharathamatha). Fr. Saju Chackalackal,
Provincial of Preshitha Province, welcomed the main
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celebrant and concelebrants along the congregation
that had gathered at Bharathamatha to say adieu
to Fr. Vineeth. Fr. Josey spoke about Fr. Vineeth
and his valuable contributions at the opening of the
Holy Mass. It was Fr. Anto Vattakuzhy, a long-time

companion of Fr. Vineeth at
Vidyavanam Ashram, Bengaluru,
who had preached the funeral
homily. Fr. Anto recalled the years
he spent with him, thanked the
great learning that he had made
under his guidance, especially in
being initiated into the Ashram life
and Indian-Christian ethos. The
simplicity, truthfulness, integrity,
great mystical leanings, etc.,
were the highlights of Fr. Anto’s
excellent homily.

His Excellency Mar Jacob Manathodath, Bishop
of Palakkad, presided over the fourth part of the
funeral ceremony. At the start, he spoke about his
personal acquaintance with Fr. Vineeth and recalled
the spiritual convictions that Fr. Vineeth had acquired
and for which he stood firm all through his life.

He acknowledged the long years of Fr. Vineeth’s
involvement in priestly formation at Dharmaram
College and the establishment of Vidyavanam Ashram
and the way of life he had introduced at this Indian-
Christian Ashram.

The simple but serene and
elegant funeral ceremony during
the pandemic times was the best we
could offer Fr. Francis Vineeth on
the last lap of his earthly presence.
I thank Fr. Paul Thekkiniyath,
the master of ceremonies, for
efficiently organizing the whole
event and the community of
Bharathamatha, especially
Fathers Anil Thalakottur, Philips
Panackal, Lintesh Vellappadi,
and Jaison Velukkaran, for conducting an excellent
choir, and facilitating the smooth conduct of the entire
programme.

The spiritual legacy of Fr. Vineeth will certainly
stay in good stead in the coming years; the lasting
imprints that Fr. Vineeth has left among thousands
of his students and followers will certainly make an
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impact in the world. His innumerable writings, some
of which have not yet been published, will proclaim
the great genius that he was, especially from the point
of view of Indian-Christian synthesis. Vidyavanam
Ashram and the Ashram way of life that he had loved
and perpetuated continue to give us an alternative
way of living Christian faith in India in a more rooted
manner. Some of the art works at the Ashram that he
had conceived (and transferred into art works by Fr.
Joy Elamkunnapuzha CMI) will proclaim not only his
artistic genius but also his unique blend of Christian
and Indian traditions and the personal synthesis of his
Christian faith and convictions; indeed, his effort was

successful in incarnating Christ in India and within
Indian Christianity.

May the enlightened thinking and way of life
that Fr. Francis Vineeth has left behind him continue
to inspire us; may his child-like faith in Jesus Christ
and his filial devotion to Our Lady instil in us the
Christian hope; may his genuineness in convictions
and truthfulness in all his dealings invite us to be
better human beings; may his simplicity and straight-
forwardness make us more authentic in our dealings
with our fellow brethren; may his quest for humane
integration and Christian synthesis enable us to lay the
foundations for a better world for all of us...

Personally, I am indeed sure that Fr. Francis
Vineeth is enjoying the eternal bliss with the heavenly
Father. A genuine seeker and seer (Sadhaka and Rsi),
Fr. Vineeth, who taught and practised most of his
life an unquenchable thirst for communion with the
Divine, in the form of Saccidananda, who was called to
his eternal reward on the feast of Holy Trinity, I firmly
believe, has already been taken to the presence of that
immeasurable and unfathomable Reality that God is in
the persons of Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.



“All generations shall call me
blessed” (Luke 1:48)

eing a dear son of Mother
BMary, Fr. Francis Vineeth
Vadakethala CMI had a
blessed life on this earth and all generations will ever

call him blessed!

Fr. Francis Vineeth has left a great legacy in
the CMI family as a man of deep contemplative
prayer and exemplary religious life and a person
who has integrated the best of Indian and Christian
spiritualities. As a member of Dharmaram family for
more than 30 long years, as teacher, spiritual director,
Dean, and President, he has inspired generations of
CMIs and has touched their lives with his spiritual
insights and philsophical reflections.

Fr. Vineeth lives in the hearts of his students as an
exemplary teacher who motivated them to be original

Paul Achandy CMI ; Rector, Dharmaram College, Bengaluru

and creative and to have an integrated outlook on life.
His classes were very inspiring and had always a touch
of reality and a taste of mysticism. He could connect
from the East and the West and integrate the secular
and sacred, reason and faith, to have a holistic vision.
Being a person with double doctorate in Theology and
Philosophy, he was recognized as a rare genius among
CMI members, and his thought-provoking books and
very revolutionary articles and seminar papers have
created a mometum in the Church in India.

His book, Call to Integration, has been very unique
and it had an experiential and personal meditiative
touch on religious life. He found joy in conversing
with the Lord and radiated the joy of the Lord in the
community. His experience of the Divine was expressed
in poems, bhajans, hymns, and inspiring meditations.
Originality has been his hallmark and it was evident
in his whole life — prayer, relationship, conversation,
gestures, and all what he did. There is no substitute for
Fr. Vineeth except Fr. Vineeth.
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He was so much fond of ashram life in India and,
in 1970s, experimented an ashram life on Dharmaram
campus. Vidyavanam Ashram has been a natural
progression of his long cherished vision and dream of
ashram life. Seekers of truth and wisdom came from
all over the world to meet with this rare Guru and
Acharya, and Vidyavanam within a short span of time
turned out to be the most sought after place for retreat,

spiriutal guidance, meditation, and contemplation.
While being at the zentih of knowledge and wisdom,
he was so much available and approachable to the
least of the brethren and he was indeed a perosn of
compassion and love. He will be ever revered as a rare
CMI with his contemplative spirit, missionary heart,
and immaculate living.
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xpected though, it was due
Eto his fast-deteriorating

health condition, the
demise of beloved Vineethachan
made us all deeply sad. Most
of us experience a sudden
disappearance of a pleasing and supporting presence
of a genuine and generous friend who walked with
us always as an accompanying companion and a true
confrere. Father Vineeth was an exemplary Religious
Priest who lived his religious consecration faithfully
and joyfully. He was simple in lifestyle, humble in
heart, gentle in nature, and always warm and positive
in his attitudes.

We worked together for about four decades, did
our post-doctoral studies at Oxford for four years,
staying in the same college, collaborated actively in
initiating several creative projects at DVK, Bengaluru,
and elsewhere. He contributed substantially towards

Thomas Aykar s | CMI, Former Prior General
An Accompanying Companion and a True Confrere

the growth of Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram as its
professor for many years, as its President, Dean of
the Faculty of Philosophy, etc. During the years of
our research studies, we had plenty of occasions
to share our research experiences in our respective
areas, mostly in the field of comparative religion and
integration in an interdisciplinary context, always
having Dharmaram and Indian Church as our main
focus. He was an excellent scholar who did think out
his thoughts, kept on integrating Indian and Western
traditions. Integration was the central thread of his
creative thinking. He was an original philosopher,
who sincerely tried to discover the Divine at the heart
of being. He was a progressive theologian, who not
only found, but so to say, experienced the Divine in his
lived-world (Lebenswelt) and a true mystic in his basic
vision. He was courageous to take up prophetic and
innovative steps in ashram life on Dharmaram Campus
in 1979. Deeply spiritual and naturally philosophical
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in his thinking-patterns, as he was, Father Vineeth
was incessantly in search of a real ashram style of
life. His Vidyavanam Ashram in
Bannerghatta, Bengaluru, is the
realization of his fond dream, a .
living monument to his spiritual S
search and mystical vision. [
Vidyavanam, I would say, is &
the very embodiment of Father Sl
Vineeth, his dream with a true
vision.

Father Vineeth was an §
excellent teacher, appreciated, *

respected, and, above all, loved by his students. He was

agenuine Guru, who tried hisbest to dispel the darkness
in his disciples, the true role of every Guru. He tried to
dispel the darkness in the minds of his disciples, the
deviations in their world vision and value systems. He
was a Guru not only by his effective teaching but more
by his witnessing and appreciative presence. Deep
knowledge in Heidegger’s existential philosophy,
wide reading in Indian theology and spirituality
helped his students become more open and pluralistic
in their theological and spiritual pursuits. He was a

much sought-after spiritual guide, to many, especially
to the consecrated men and women. He encouraged

enthusiastically every spiritual
- initiative of individuals and
communities. I recall vividly
Y1 an experience of mine as we
4 " started chalking out plans
_for our quarterly recollection
¢ programmes while we were
., in the UK during our research
L. studies. We were four CMIs
¢ then (1970-1974) studying in the
# UK. Father Moses Kallarackal

at Leicester University, Father
Thomas Mampra at Cambridge University, and Father
Francis Vineeth and myself at Oxford University. As
we started thinking about this new venture, Father
Vineeth was so taken up by the new initiative and we
had it in three different places where we studied. I do
cherish the great interest he took in getting our new
programme effectively executed.

His first doctoral dissertation on Martin
Heidegger’s Existentialism under the direction of
Professor J. B. Lotz SJ at Gregorian University, Rome,
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his second doctoral dissertation on Paul Tillich and
Ramanuja, a comparative study, under the guidance
of world-renowned theologian John Macquarrie
at Oxford University helped him immensely to
become a true scholar of depth in philosophy and
theology. His long research in Indian scriptures, his
expertise in Sanskrit and Indian traditions made him
so attached to Indian culture and Indian genius. His
love for Indian traditions and wide reading in Indian
scriptures did help him to make serious contributions
towards helping the formation of an Indian liturgy
and Indian way of theologizing. Hence, he could make
original contributions in the field of Indian spirituality,
especially in the context of liturgy, religious life, and
priestly formation. At the very heart of Father Vineeth
there was a stimulating spark of the Spirit that enabled
him to be a shining light and a guiding lamp to
many of his disciples, confreres, and friends on their
pilgrimage. This spirituality of Father Vineeth was
original, authentic, attractive, and edifying: deep and
simple at the same time.

He was a well appreciated author who wrote
mainly in the field of spirituality, Indian theology, and
religious life. The real source of strength and depth

in the thought and daily life was his simple but deep
spiritual life. His incessant insistence on meditation
and yoga, his focus on the Word of God, the importance
of silence, his concentration on Eucharistic adoration,
etc., contributed substantially towards the building up
of his simple but solid spirituality. His love for Mary
our Mother was really filial and ever abiding. He
enjoyed sharing with us the short poems that he used
to write on Mother Mary.

Father Vineeth was a precious gift to all of
us. His life of simplicity and humility is profound,
his attractive spirituality of simplicity, gentle and
generous approach of interacting with others, his
warm and welcoming attitudes, etc., made him a
unique CMI whom all respected and loved lavishly.
This sad demise of our beloved Father Vineeth is only
a temporary disappearance in the inevitable context
of time and space, the unavoidable fate of finitude.
He will certainly continue to stay in our hearts and in
our prayers, transcending the finite, enjoying the ever-
abiding peace and the never-ending joy of the Risen
Lord. He will remain always as a helping friend and a
guiding mediator in our journey ahead until we meet
again in our everlasting abode of praise and everlasting joy.
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JOhnSOH Valiyakulathil CMI, Vicar Provincial
A Man of Knowledge and Unique Wisdom

“Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and he will exalt you” (James
4:10).

he above verse fits well

I to Father Vineeth as he
constantly practised self-
effacement in every walk of his
life and, thus, he was “vineethar’,
a man endowed with humility.
His lifestyle asserted that he
was always unassuming and
modest in his life and approach. Though he garbed
in very modest clothing, he maintained elegance and
neatness. His ashram lifestyle, with its simple food
and living, made him healthy and he was totally
content as it was his preference for such a simple way
of life. Being a great Acharya, with two doctorates to
his credit both in philosophy and in theology, he was
able to draw and inspire his sishyas with his divine

intuition and exhortations. He never used any jargons
in his talks rather they were in simple and ordinary
language that anyone could comprehend easily. His
guided meditations on themes such as Morningstar,
Sat Guru, and Panchabhootha were remarkable and
the participants were taken to the spiritual realm
experiencing the divine knowledge. He authored many
books on prayer, meditation, and Blessed Virgin Mary
from his deep spiritual insights; but he preferred his
prayer to be too simple, like gazing and looking long
hours with a smiling face on the crucifix, tabernacle,
and the portrait of Blessed Mother, and that sight
was inspiring and divine for the onlookers. He had a
special affiliation and devotion to Mother Mary and
Saint Theresa of Lisieux. He always kept a small photo
of the seven Franciscan missionary sisters, who were
martyred in China, and cherished special devotion
and love for them. Father Vineeth, a man of knowledge
and unique wisdom, found his real joy and happiness
in sharing the wisdom he gained to everyone.
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In a nutshell, Father Vineeth, with whom I lived E = Enigmatic, enlightened, and esthetical
for t_h'ree years, was enc;lowed with the following E = Elated, enthusiastic,
qualities as the letters of his name stand for:

and esteemed
s . . . T = Tempean, tranquil, and transcendent
V = Virtuous, voracious, and visionary

I =Idyllic, industrious, and illustrious H = Harmonious, humble, and heralded

N= Natural, noble, and numinous Oh, great and venerable soul, intercede for us!

Antony Ferror Vadakkumcherry CMI

Rajagiri, Kalamassery
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Cyriac Kanichai CMI, carmel, Chalakudy
Master and Mentor, Thinker and Tirthamkara

Being, Fr. Vineeth has set

out to unveil the Mystery
of Being, temporalized
and spatialized in beings,
bemoaning, in ‘ex-is-tential’ fear
and anxiety, their worldly fate to
be doomed to the void of death.
It being his doctoral thesis on
the ‘Fundamentalontologie’
of Martin Heidegger, and,
therefore, unlikely to be the direct intent of the author,
though, we in India may, by reading between the lines,
decipher in the afore-said work a good number of latent
clues for evolving a corrective, clear and compelling,
of Heidegger’s well-known negative stance towards
Indian Philosophy and Oriental Mysticism (see
Heidegger, An Introduction to Metaphysics).

In his book, Discovery of

Equally conversant with and competentin Western
and Eastern philosophical traditions, Fr. Vineeth’s

remarkable insight and ability in interpreting the
intricate German coinages of Heidegger by plausibly
juxtaposing them with the classic concepts of Indian
philosophy will undoubtedly stand us in good stead
in this regard.

The overall tenor of Fr. Vineeth’s critical and
constructive response to Heidegger’s metaphysical
conception vis-a-vis our Indian perception in regard
to the dialectically intertwined relationship (samavaya)
between the temporal and the eternal could be arguably
articulated as follows: The world of beings, un-REAL
yet objective (maya), are in an unbroken process
(pralaya) of “flying over” (ueberfliegen) to what is
REAL and Trans-objective (Das Uebergegenstaendliche),
making themselves thereby a pointer and portal to the
PLENUM (purnam), to the tajjalan (Origin-Middle-
End); to the TRUTH of all that is true (satyasya Satyam),
to the Being of all that are in being (Das Sein der (S)sei-
enden) as their Existence-bound, Existence-directed,
Existence-oriented Ground and Goal.
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One may safely aver that
such is the very nucleus of
Fr. Vineeth’s philosophico-
mystical vision of Reality
which he went on explaining
and elaborating in his further
writings, in many a case pointing to Christ as the
Pleroma/Consummation of the resurgent phases of
srsti-sthiti-laya of the cosmic reality.

Fr. Vineeth had distinguished himself all through
his academic life as an outstanding scholar, researcher,
writer, teacher and preacher especially in the field
of Indian Christian Theology and Spirituality. His

contribution to the formation of Bharatiya Puja as
well as his great services to the DVK as the President
and Professor of Philosophy therein will be long
remembered. To crown it all, he has ever been very
dear and near to all he came in contact with, especially
the CMIs.

Kudos to Fr. Vineeth, the Doctor Mysticus of the
CMI! You have created a niche for yourself in our
hearts as an outshining Pater et Magister of the Art
and Science of Indo-Christian Geist! You are indeed a
revered Guru not only of the Ashram you founded in
Bangalore but also an erudite and exalted Acharya for
all of us to learn from and follow!

Thomas Mampra CMI, CMI Novitiate, Punalur

Gem of a Person

While Fr. Francis Vineeth was doing theology at Dharmaram College, I was doing
philosophy there. I doubt if I had ever spoken to him then; after our doctorate in Louvain when
Fr. Thomas Aykara and myself went to England, we met him at Campion Hall. Fr. Aykara and
he did their Doctorate there at Oxford University and myself at Cambridge. During those years
we had met several times for discussion or for monthly recollections. I used to like his ideas on
Indian Philosophy and Christian Theology and a possible integration of both on several points.
Then, we had lived at Dharmaram during the initial stage of Vidyavanam in Bangalore. I used

to visit him there and appreciate his new initiative and ideas. Two years ago, I also visited him
at Mannuthy. Gem of a person Fr. Vineeth: now, he will be praying for us in heaven. Adieu!
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Kees Waaijman OCarm, Nijmegen, Netherlands
In Memory of Father Francis Vineeth CMI

hen Father Saju
Chackalackal asked
me to write a few

words in memory of Father
Francis Vineeth, I did not hesitate
a single moment. His memory
is a precious treasure for me
and a source of inspiration. I
considered it an honour to work
S with Francis during many years

in the International Academic
Advisory Board (IAAB) of the Institute of Spirituality
Asia (ISA) in Manila (Philippines). We all enjoyed his
spiritual insights, particularly his mystical insights
from the Indian perspective.

¥,

But Francis was not only an empathic colleague,
a trustful companion, and a great scholar in the field
of spirituality and mysticism, but, during the years, he
also became a friend and, above all, a Carmelite fellow-
student. I learned a lot from Francis and I would like to
share with you four spiritual insights.

Firstly, I appreciate very much his starting point:
God is not simply an object of our knowledge; He is
the subject of our being. He is our innermost Self. We
are called to become aware of His presence. This is the
source of our real God-knowledge.

Secondly, spirituality and mysticism are Self-
realization. Knowing Him is realizing Him from
within. Spiritual knowledge is realisational. This is the
essence of Francis” ashram-ideal: a combination of search
and research in the experiential knowledge of God.

Thirdly, within Christian spirituality these two
basics are essential. Christians are called to become
another Christ; Christ is not an object, but he gives
himself as the subject of knowledge. This Christ-
knowledge is realized when we embody him in our
life from within.

Fourthly, for Francis, the lead and the legacy of
the Carmel are essential in the interreligious dialogue
between Christian and Hindu spirituality: Carmel is
realisational knowledge of God. Many times, Francis
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referred to Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross as the Grateful for his insights, his friendship, and his
spiritual masters in the field of inter-spiritual dialogue. ~Carmelite companionship, I pray that Francis may rest

Within the same context, he pointed’ time and again] in the great Self of our Lord. I feel deeply connected
at the Carmelite core values, like silence, and the with him and all the Carmelite brothers and sisters

agonizing experiences of the dark night. in India. Please, pray for me and the whole Carmel
around the world.

Davis Panakkal CMI Provincial, Devamatha

Dharmaram College, Bengaluru. I was amazed by his simplicity and sincerity in the

classroom and his loving approach towards students. He taught us Metaphysics and,
while he was teaching philosophy, he communicated concepts and ideas very clearly
to his students. I remember an encouraging gesture I received from Fr. Vineeth when I
was participating his seminar on Bhagavat Gita. He assigned the subjects for seminar
presentation foreach student. WhenIpresented my seminar paper, Iwasalittlebit frustrated
about my presentation but he congratulated me and, at the same time, he corrected the
way of my presentation. As a good teacher, he supported me; he corrected certain things
in my presentation for improving my academic pursuit. I loved this approach very much
in my younger age. Although after my philosophical studies I had many opportunities to
meet him and talk with him, what I remember most is his approach towards me during the seminar presentation.
When I was participating in the funeral ceremony of Fr. Vineeth, I remembered the seminar room experience
and I prayed for the departed noble soul. I always cherish his calm, serene, and pleasant approach to each and
every person in our Congregation. May the angels and saints carry this beautiful soul to the heavenly abode!

Imet Fr. Vineeth for the first time when I was doing my philosophical studies at
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Augustine Thottakara CMI, Kochi

My Reminiscences about Revered Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI

4 _— ) Some years back a Festschrift
<= 2 was published to honour
i Prof. Dr. Francis Vineeth
Vadakethala CMI. I presume
that it happened on the occasion
of the golden jubilee of his
ordination to priesthood. I
have contributed an article
entitled  “Sannyasa: Concept
and Dynamics of the Life of
Renunciation in Hinduism” to
this special volume. In it, I tried to depict Father Vineeth
as a genuine sannyasin, who tried to harmoniously
combine in his life and in his worldview the Oriental
Christian, Carmelite, and Indian ideals of sannyasa, the
triple root of the CMI charism and spirituality.
Father Vineeth did his doctoral studies in the
European universities, and came back to Dharmaram
in 1966. I was doing at that time the third year of my

philosophy course. The young professor Vineeth
taught us Metaphysics. Being his first teaching
assignment, the inexperienced vadhyar started his
lecture with perceptible tension and apprehensive
trepidation. I remember him repeatedly saying “Being,
Being...” I did not understand what this ‘Being’ is! I
am not much wiser in this issue even today! He tried
to combine Western concept of Metaphysics with
Indian deliberations on the vital concept ‘Sat’. The
key concept of Sat is expressed in the two following
Upaniasadic sentences: sad-eva saumya idam agra asit/
eka eva advitiyam/ “O my dear, only Sat existed in the
beginning, one without a second,” and ekam sat viprah
bahudha vadanti, “Sat is only one, the learned people
express it differently.” Towards the end of the course,
he invited us to ask questions, or seek clarifications on
any issue of the course. In those days, seminarians were
very timid, docile, and diffident to stand up and ask
doubts. If at all one dared to do that, it was considered
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as an act of plucky heroism and great gallantry. I stood
up and asked a very naive and obvious question:
“What is this being?” and sat down triumphant as if
I had accomplished an exceptional feat. The young
professor was shocked, stunned, and consternated, and
replied in a pathetic voice: “My dear brother, in the last
forty hours, I was trying to do
precisely that; and now you are
asking this; I am humiliated.”
Today seminarians are much
more confident, enlightened,
and courageous, and have
good command of language.
They show no qualms to
question the professors, and, :
if necessary, to confront them
amicably.

In the years 1971-1973,
1980-1984, 1997-2005, 2008-2011, and 2014-2017, I
served as teacher at Dharmaram and was a colleague
and co-worker of Father Vineeth. My dealings with
him and other senior professors was marked with
utmost deference and admiration. Father Vineeth was
Professor at Dharmaram from 1966 to 1993.

1. Kranta-Darsi: Kavih kranta-darsi, goes the saying,
meaning, a poet is the one who sees details beyond
and behind the objects of experiences, which are
conditioned by space, time, and material dimensions.
The minds of the poets and sages (rsis) enter behind
the presented objects and capture extra details,

; intense sentiments, and new
meanings. ~ While  sages
become transcendental seers
through the sublimation of the
# spiritand by yogic powers, the

i poets become supernormal
W visionaries through the power
of imagination and intuition
(pratibha). Father Vineeth,
through his kranta-darsitvam,
could find new meanings
and new applications for
philosophical concepts and themes.

Father Vineeth possessed the mind of a poet. He
composed hymns (verses) in Sanskrit, and twice
or thrice he had approached me to correct the text.
Just a few weeks back somebody brought to me an
incomplete verse in Sanskrit jotted down by Father
Vineeth for correction and completion.
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2. Satyam, Sivam, Sundaram: Truth, Auspiciousness,
and Beauty. Being innately a poet, Father Vineeth was
an admirer of beauty. Inherently and obstinately, he
was an optimist and possessed a positive attitude and
approach to events, things, and persons. “Beauty is
not in the face; beauty is a light in the heart” (Khalil
Gibran). Father Vineeth knew to enjoy beauty with his
senses and with his mind and heart. As an eminent
scholar said, “Your outer beauty will capture the eyes,
your inner beauty will capture the heart.”

3. Puja-mulam guror padam: “This Atman can never be
comprehended if taught by an inferior person. Unless
it is taught by a competent person (Guru), there is
no way to find it” (Katha Up. 11.8). “The knowledge
directly learnt from one’s own Guru becomes most
beneficial” (Chandogya Up. IV.9.3). In fact, when we
bring the person of Father Vineeth to our mind,
the first thing that crosses our mind is the figure
of a suave and refined Guru, who exudes serenity,
tranquillity, and equanimity. I have attended two or
three meditation sessions offered by Father Vineeth.
The scene evoked in the imagination the picture of the
rsis of ancient times, who imparted knowledge and
wisdom of the soul-culture to genuine seekers. Indian
spiritual tradition, especially as it is demonstrated in

the Upanisadic body of literature, is very emphatic
and clear on the need of the help of a Guru in the
pilgrimage of the spiritual seeker to perfection and
liberation. Mundaka Up. 1.2.12-13 speaks about three
qualities or characteristics of a Guru. Vidvan: he should
be a learned person; Srotriya: he should be a person of
deep knowledge of the scriptures (sruti); and Brahma-
nistha: he should be a person already established in
Brahman. It is evident that Father Vineeth, who had
radically and uncompromisingly committed himself
to consecrated life in the CMI Congregation, possessed
all these ingredients of a Guru and priest.

Puja-mulam guror padam dhyana-mulam guror murti/

Mantra-mulam guror vakyam moksa-mulam guror

krpal/

4. Sthita-prajna: Established in Wisdom: Gita 11.54-72
explain the salient features of a spiritual aspirant who
has acquired the discriminative knowledge and is
firmly established in it, sthita-prajiia. A sthita-prajfia is
one who has total control over his mind, senses, body,
and passions; who has totally and efficiently detached
himself/herself from worldly propensities, desires, and
objects; who has conquered completely the evil enemies
of spirituality likelust, anger, avarice, infatuation, pride,
and jealousy (kama-krodha-lobha-moha-mata-matsarya);
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who has acquired abiding equanimity and equipoise,
inner peace and bliss; who remains indifferent in joys
and sorrows, and sees everything and every person in
the same way; who is always firmly anchored in the
Divine. These characteristics, with some exceptions, I
believe, are applicable to the eminent sannyasin Father
Francis Vineeth. A few verses from
the Gita would clarify this statement: P4
O Arjuna, when one abandons
all the desires of the heart and
is satisfied in the Self by the
Self, then he is said to be one
established in wisdom.
He whose mind is not perturbed
by adversity, who does not crave
for happiness, who is free from
attachment, fear and anger, he is called a sage of
constant wisdom.
He who is unattached everywhere, who is not
delighted at receiving good nor is dejected by
adversities, his wisdom is well established.
He who can withdraw his senses from sense-objects
like a tortoise withdraws its limbs, his wisdom is
firmly established... (I1.55-58).
This is the ideal state of a spiritually mature person

who treads the path of spirituality. Employing spiritual
sadhanas like the four means advocated by Sankara, he/
she has purified himself/herself and prepared himself/
herself, and is now well on the way to perfection.

5. Harmonious Blending of Karma, Jnana, and Bhakti:
Not only Father Vineeth, all Catholic priests, by the

\ very nature of their call, duty, and
ministry, should necessarily have
these three ingredients: (i) A life of
action and performance of duty, (ii)
Knowledge and wisdom about the
. holy scriptures, tenets of Christian
:_' faith, knowledge of the natural laws
_ and precepts of God, etc., and (iii)
unalloyed devotion to and love of
God.

Ibow down my head with humility and defference,
and salute with utmost reverence, gratitude, and
admiration Father Francis Vineeth Vadakethala,
a great stalwart and a precious jewel of the CMI
Congregation! I feel fortunate and privileged to have
personally known this great soul (majatman,).

Jay Yesu! Lokah samastah sukhino bhavantu/ subham astu/
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Anne Overzee, UK
Connected at the Level of Heart

straight from Cambridge
University, in 1975, and for

- some reason the staff at the
' United Theological College
(UTC), Bangalore, where I was
to live for the next two years,
\ sent me to Dharmaram for my
gt research to be supervised by a
Father Vadakethala, as he was
known then. I was new to ev-
erything (including Catholicism), but Father Francis,
as he said I should call him, was not only immensely
knowledgeable about Indian philosophy and spiritu-
ality, but also gentle, unassuming, and very kind. He
embodied and lived out the simplicity and humility of
a Christian yogi, and even I could not fail to recognise
the depth of his contemplative experience. Over the
years, I was fortunate enough to know him as teacher,

Ihad arrived in Bangalore

friend, and, at a deeper level — although I didn’t know
it at the beginning — as guru.

During my time in India, I would travel to ashrams
and interview mainly Hindu and Tibetan practitioners
and, then, return to conversations reflecting on what I
had discovered with Father Francis. My research was,
inevitably perhaps, shaped my own spiritual journey-
ing. Since my degree had been in Theology as well as
Religious Studies, our talks naturally often came back
to what I encountered as the practices of Christians
in India. Later, I came to realise that Father Francis’
vision, in which indigenous Indian spiritual practices
were fully integrated with Christian understandings,
was actually already realised in his own being and
consciousness.

I remember one occasion: while away on my trav-
els and staying at Mother Teresa’s Motherhouse, I
stumbled into realising that in some sense I “belonged’
there: I had ‘come home’. So, on my return to Banga-
lore, without thinking twice, I went straight to Father
Francis and asked him to baptise me at the Mother-
house. I shall never know how he managed to free him-
self of his considerable responsibilities to do that, but
unquestioningly he gave me his word that he would.
Somehow that ‘diksa’ cemented our relationship; and
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I will never forget learning afterwards that the night
before he baptised me in Calcutta, he was on his knees
praying for me, while I unknowingly was dreaming
of the waters of the Red Sea opening for me to walk
through...

Following on from that shared experience it seemed
unsurprising to me that Father Francis was travelling
to Europe to give a retreat in Germany and a talk in
Oxford just at the same time that I needed to leave In-
dia and return home.

‘I know how to do that’, he said with such confi-
dence that I left the problem with him! When we got
to board the plane he took my vina, went straight to
the cabin crew and told them he wanted the vina in
the cabin with him, pointing out to them a particular
seat. He walked straight to one of the business class
seats and tucked it into the space behind his seat. And
when we came off the plane and met up again (I was
in the cheap seats) he handed me my vina with a broad
smile. I took him home to meet my family and they
welcomed him with open arms, as did later the man
I was to marry five years later. And, of course, it was
Father Francis who married us.

One of the most vivid memories I have of Father
Francis is of offering Mass in a small chapel at Dhar-

maram dur-
ing my time
in India. We
sat on the
floor, the oil
lamp  was |
burning,
there  was
a total sim-
plicity  of
form and a
deep peace
in the room.
It was the
same when
he celebrated Mass in our home in the UK. During the
Mass, Father Francis was able to indwell Christ to such
an extent that he radiated His presence.

As I write this now, I imagine sitting with him once
again: he is smiling, his head a little to one side, and
as I start to speak — to tell him how infinitely grateful I
am to him — he slowly closes his eyes and opens them
again while taking in what I am saying. And, once
again, we are connected at the level of heart.
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Thomas Kochumuttom CMI, Rishikesh
The Mystic Thinker Francis Vineeth

et me reproduce from my
I Radical Following of Jesus’

Gospel (2020), pages 67-68
and 240, two insightful obser-
vations of the mystic thinker
Francis Vineeth about people.
They are not merely abstract
thoughts but his personal ex-
periences. They also reflect his
own life rooted in faith and
characterized by simplicity. Fur-
ther, they are a sample of how he expresses his sublime
thoughts in an artless and appealing style.

First of all, Vineeth says that there are two types
of people: persons of reason and those of faith. The
former, meeting with things they cannot understand,
would immediately start questioning and complain-
ing. They want immediate explanations and argu-
ments. Unable to wait for a while, they get headache
and feel irritated. They also go about knocking at ev-

ery door, disturbing others, too! The persons of faith,
on the contrary, when presented with something that
they cannot understand, would right away recognize
it to be a mystery of God that is beyond their grasp.
Instead of raising questions and insisting on immedi-
ate explanations, they would gently say: “Well, here
is a mystery of God which is beyond the power of my
limited reason. I am happy patiently to wait for God'’s
time to come when he would himself explain it to me
in his own manner. In the meantime, I am happy to en-
joy contemplating the mystery! Such people are never
impatient or irritated, nor do they have any complaint
or demand. They are ever so calm and cool, quiet and
serene, full of confidence and optimism. This is what
Mother Mary was: a person of faith, ever treasuring
God’s mysteries in her heart and delighted to contem-
plate them while patiently waiting for God’s time to
come when he would himself be pleased to unveil
them to her (Lk 2:19, 51). How nice!

Vineeth’s second observation is that there are two
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categories of people: persons of things and those of
being. The former want to have everything as their
possession while the latter are concerned about the
being of things. For example, suppose in one morn-
ing while walking in the garden you
come across an unusually beautiful
and fragrant rose flower. If you are a
person of things, you would instinc-
tively look around to make sure that
there isn't anybody watching you,
and then break the flower and have
it in your hand. You are quite happy
that it is now yours! Then you take
it to your room and keep it on your
table in a glass with water. You are
extremely happy that the flower
has now become exclusively your J

possession! But you don’t think of -

the consequences of your action. First of all, you have
destroyed the being of the flower for it is not going
to stay alive and fresh for more than a few hours. But
you would say: “I don’t care for its being; at least for a
few hours it is mine and that is enough!” Secondly, you
have deprived the entire human family of the beauty
and fragrance of the flower, for it is now in your lit-

tle room away from the reach of all others! But you
are totally unconcerned about others! How selfish you
are! On the contrary, a man of being coming across the
flower would say: “Let it be there as long as possible;
it should live long!” He is concerned
about its being and life. He would
also say: “Let all others too come
and enjoy its beauty and fragrance!”
He is least selfish, but other-centred,
o broadminded and generous!

Similarly, in another fine morn-

ing while strolling in your farm you
find everything so well and flour-
ishing. You are legitimately happy,

indeed. Then you look to the neigh-

b bour’s farm. There the things may be
-II still better. But you are not happy;
you feel restless! Grossly jealous!! Being a person of
things, you are able to enjoy beauty and goodness only
in things that belong to you! You are selfish and nar-
row-minded! On the contrary, a man of being enjoys
and appreciates the beauty and goodness of things no
matter whether they belong to him or not. They are
good and beautiful in themselves that is all!
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George Edayadiyil CMI

A Visionary Spiritual Guru with a Compassionate Heart

hen I recall the mem-
ory of late Fr. Francis
Vineeth Vadakethala

CMI, a vivid picture comes to
my mind: a CMI clad in a brown
shawl with a happy, spontane-
ous, contented, and radiating
~ smile. I haven’t seen him oth-
“| erwise in the classrooms, in the
corridors, and in the campus
of Dharmaram College, Benga-
luru, or anywhere else. Noble thinking and simple liv-
ing were his trademarks.

In Fr. Vineeth, I find the essential features of a true
Indian Sanyasi and a Guru who followed Jnana, Karma,
and Bhakti margas at the same time. For him, they were
not three different paths; for him, one did not exist
without the other two. This is evident from the story
of his life, the testimony and the legacy that he has left
for us: Vidyavanam Ashram in Bengaluru, the classes

that he had taught, the retreats that he had guided, the
articles, books, and songs that he had written or com-
posed, and the various services that he had offered.
His words and thoughts were the outpouring of his
heart and there was an essential harmony and oneness
in his thoughts, words, and deeds: indeed, he was a
man of integrity.

He was a man of dreams and a genuine seeker of
truth, beauty, and oneness. This is evident all through
his life. But, basically, everywhere he sought God
with a passionate, focused, and an inclusive mind and
heart. The harmony of Indian, Eastern, Carmelite and
Western genii that can be seen in Vidyavanam Ashram
at Bengaluru demonstrates this.

I remember with gratitude his stay at Karunyagiri
(Ashram), Pullikanam, Vagamon, which I was instru-
mental to start. In 2012, he came for a month to the
Ashram to write some more terms for an Indian Chris-
tian Dictionary. After one week, when he heard that
his fellow ashramite in Vidyavanam Ashram, Fr. Anto




FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

%ﬁféﬂfﬁlej g/ a @/;(/ﬁéc/aéée/f ~ %@/%[dﬁ' tcyé}fm

Vattakuzhy CMI had an operation, he rushed back
to be of help to him. On the way back, travelling in a
public transport bus from Pullikanam, we got down
at Thodupuzha town for lunch. As we got inside the
restaurant, he found that the wash basins were not
very clean. So, he washed them all before proceeding
to take the meals. He did that with the intention to
leave the place clean for others who would come after
him. He was a welcome presence wherever he was. He
never was a guest in his entire life and he welcomed
everybody with lot of enthusiasm and love and was
very eager to spare his precious time and talents for
others. This was Fr. Vineeth. He prepared way for oth-
ers; he was an inspiration for generations of CMIs and
seekers of God.

He was generous and compassionate. The seekers,
the children, the poor, and the weak found space in his
heart. He sided with them with a prophetic courage
calling always for justice and truth. Fr. Vineeth was a
man who positively appreciated life and God’s bless-
ings with a deep trust in God. Even though he was en-
dowed with exceptional intellectual acumen, his faith
and devotion were very simple. In his childlike sim-
plicity, joy, openness, and spontaneity of life, the King-
dom of God was nearer to us. He was always hundred

percentage — a man of total mindfulness, focus, and
clarity. CMI congregation and the Indian Church have
very few persons of such depth in Indian thoughts
and spirituality. A man of interiority, Fr. Vineeth loved
the clear expression of that interiority in silence, aes-
thetics, wonder, devotion, and hospitality. His was a
gentle, noble, calm, and serene presence as his smile,
sound, and movements were. He has absorbed the se-
renity, silence, joy, and peace of the Divine in his heart
with wonder as an authentic Indian CMI Sanyasi. His
heart’s desire has come true in his passage from our
world. May God continue to bless us through his in-
tercession!

ek
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Benny Thettayil CMI, Provincial, Bijnor
Philosophy Made Poetry

hilosophy is the rational,
r --\. abstract, and methodical
e _. consideration of reality

and the essence of Father Vineeth
| | was seen more profoundly as he
took us through the contours of
existentialism, a modern branch
of philosophy. There is no other
area of philosophy that deals
with raw reality more intensely
than existentialism. It is in these
lectures of Father Vineeth on existentialist philosophers
that I met him for the first time.

Recovering from a chastising and shattering
experience that I had because I asked for a clarification
during the lectures in Logic (offered by another
professor), I used to get lost in the lectures that Father
Vineeth gave us on existentialism. Although the
classes did not go as per the schedule and he had to
cut the hours short as he was indisposed, the small
number of pithy lectures that he gave us are still fresh

in memory. In the lectures, he would travel through
the history of civilization, from ancient Greece to the
modern day, and would dreamily narrate the centuries
that have passed, referring to the notable philosophers
both young and old who made a contribution to this
fairly modern branch of philosophy:.

When Father Vineeth was in his elements, he could
produce original thoughts and make contributions on
a par with some of those most influential philosophers
whose philosophy he was lecturing on. He insisted
that the more a person knows as a ‘situated being’, the
greater his or her ability to reason and is able to make
choices that will bring true happiness.

It maybe because I belong to a different ecclesiastical
discipline from his, that to this day, I have not been
able to place his school of thought. However, what I
learnt from his forward-thinking approach is that he
was totally his own man as a philosopher who believed
that philosophy, no matter what branch of it you are
dealing with, should achieve practical results for the
greater wellbeing of society.
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Father Vineeth was one of the foremost thinkers
of the CMI Community and a recognized and
acknowledged one at that. He always remained a
progressive thinker regarding issues both civil and
religious, and advocated for the importance of freedom
of thought and style with which he answered many of

the deepest questions of life. As his lectures resonated
with the deepest part of everyday-life with warmth,
what flowed from him was philosophy in poetry,
interspersed with the characteristic mild grunts that
made Father Vineeth unique.

]ohn Neelankavil CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru
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]OSE Nandhikkara CMI , Dharmaram, Bengaluru
Father Francis Vineeth: A Call to Integration

ather Francis Vineeth was
me Guru, who guided me

in the intellectual and spir-
itual quest in decisive ways and
expanded my horizons intellec-
tually and spiritually. During
my initial philosophical studies
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram
I attended his lectures, which ig-
nited my interest in philosophy.
I was fortunate to assist him as
a student infirmarian while he was resting after an ac-
cident but took the time to write a book, titled Foun-
dations of World Vision, and I witnessed the challenges
and rewards of writing a book. Father Francis guided
my research paper and initiated me to the ways of in-
tegrating the intellectual and the spiritual dimensions
of our lives. As my spiritual director, he initiated me
to forms of mediations that integrated the Indian and
Carmelite traditions and, on one occasion, he gave me
a mantra, “tavaiva na mama” (Thine alone, not mine).

Father Francis was following his own spiritual direc-
tor, Servant of God Father Canisius, who lived his
motto, “God’s Will, That alone and That in full, to the
utmost!”

Father Vineeth integrated jnana and bhakti yogas, as
he was driven by the ideal, knowing is becoming. He
integrated his analytic and contemplative minds, and
remained ever a seeker and lover of Being and Truth.
With an excellent academic record, crowned with a
PhD in Philosophy from Gregorian University, Rome,
on Heidegger and a DPhil from Oxford University,
UK, on the thoughts of Ramanuja and Paul Tillich, and
a very active academic life at Dharmaram Vidya Ksh-
etram, he moved to a life of solitude and simplicity,
prayer and contemplation, to live at Vidyavanam, an
ashram that he founded and nurtured. I often went
there and enjoyed the nourishment that I received
from Father Vineeth and the ashram environment.
He was a devotee primarily of course of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but also of Mother Mary, Little Flower,
Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara, and other saints. He
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was equally a dedicated devotee,
a man of simple faith, and a guru
who guided seekers to the realms
of contemplative life.

As we enter into the beautiful
chapel of Vidyavanam, conceived
by Father Vineeth and designed
by Father Joy Elamkunnapuzha
CM]I, our attention is drawn to the
glass painting of a special type of
tree, with roots in heaven and the
branches oriented downwards, af-
ter a description in Katha Upanisad
VL1. Typical of Father Vineeth’s
style of integrating the Gospel in
the Indian vocabulary, the tree
represents Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, who descended to the
world, took the human nature
and embraced the whole of his-
tory, human and cosmic (see Phil
2:5-11), which is symbolized as
the downward extended stem
and branches of a tree. The tree

FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

is depicted in the Ashram Chapel
as a combination of two trees,
namely, neem and pipal, repre-
senting Jesus Christ who is fully
human and fully divine, by the
work of the Holy Spirit, who is de-
picted in the painting in the form
of a descending dove. The chapel
is a place of a human-divine en-
counter, to realise the divine in our
humanity. To my mind, that was
Father Francis Vineeth’s quest,
to be human and divine. May he
enjoy the heavenly bliss and con-
tinue to inspire us, his students!
Let me pray with Father Vineeth:

“Give me your power

To remain the same

In fame and blame,

To feel your loving touch

Which makes me steady and
strong”

(Vineeth, Prayer and Power, 71).



Sebastian Alackapally CMI, DVK, Bengaluru
Salutations to My Noble Teacher Father Vineeth Vadakethala

ix young men set out in
Ssearch of the real and ap-

proached Sage Pippalada.
Pippalada answered the philo-
sophical questions of these en-
thusiastic young men on the
reality of the real. Ignited by the
path to the real, the young men
said to the Sage: “Sir, you are
our father, because you take us
across to the other shore of igno-
rance” (Prasna Upanishad V1.8). Like the young men,
as an aspirant seeker of the real, I approached beloved
Father Vineeth and he was a father to me, instilling
in me a great passion and fascination for the real, the
Being. He was, indeed, a storehouse of wisdom that
inspired, enlightened, and enkindled my quest for the
real bringing me closer to the Being beyond the tempo-
ral, to the infinity indwelling within me.

I learned from Father Vineeth’s synthesis of the
aspects of cultural and philosophical heritages of hu-
manity in the East and the West, lessons in forming
foundations of a world vision in the discovery of Be-
ing. He was a man of sravana (listening), which took
him to manana (meditating), resulting in isvarapranid-
hana (total dedication to the presencing of the Being).
He was an ardent seeker, truly stationed in the real
(Brahmanistham). His inner core was the serenity of
the timeless. The serene and calm ambience of Vidya-
vanam Ashram always provided me with an aura of
enlightening, inviting me to a deeper sense of connect-
edness. It made me a frequent visitor of the Ashram
to listen to the Acharya and to learn from the Upasaka
— adorer of the real.

I learned at his feet the primary lesson, when the
real becomes the word (logos), the truth emerges in an
act of unveiling. I realised that Father Vineeth was able
to transcend the limits of temporality, to listen to the
voiceless sound of the unuttered word where sound
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and silence merge and give birth to logos. The contem-
plative experiences of the logos seasoned him into a
philosopher, a poet, and a mystic delving in the deeper
dimensions of the mystery of the real.

My association with Acharya Vineeth, along with
Acharya Thomas Manickam, gave me greater impetus
in my research on the real and language. It was with
their constant support and blessings that I could com-
plete my doctoral research on the belonging together-
ness of Being and being in a deeper unity, transcending

the bounds of Orient and Occident. I am elated that it
was Father Vineeth who blessed me with an adorning
foreword to the publication of my doctoral work, Being
and Meaning.

I believe that Father Vineeth is a glowing memory
of a unique and timeless treasure we cherish, which, I
am sure, will continue to sparkle the light of the real
for all of us. I bow before our noble, awakened teacher,
Father Vineeth, with salutations!




Dharmaram Fr. Vineeth spoke about Jonathan

Livingston Seagull: A Story (best seller of Amer-
ican Novelist Richard Bach). He was describing how
you can become or you should become an ethical hero
like Christ and Gandhi in our society. Think differently
and creatively and you should swim across the current
of the society. Again, he spoke about how we should
become a man of being than a man of having by ex-
plaining the philosophy of Martin Heidegger. Going
one more step ahead, in the next class, he spoke about

It was during our Existential Philosophy class at

Paul Poovathingal CMI

Father Vineeth: An Ocean of Inspiration

the need for other-centredness in the society and in the
priestly religious life by explaining the German exis-
tential philosopher Gabriel Marcel’s vision on human
life — my brother is part of my being — and how we
have to get away from the negative vision of French
Philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre (for whom, my brother is
my enemy).

From time to time, I felt that my 30 years of Karnatic
music sadhana is a swim across the current. His classes
inspired me like anything. It always provided me great
inspiration and energy to swim across all odds in my
musical journey.

In 1986, I got a chance to compose the songs written
by him on the occasion of the first and final profes-
sion of CMIs. I was doing my studies at Christ Col-
lege at that time. Whenever I interacted with him, he
inspired and encouraged me like a prophet and Guru
with great wisdom. He asked me to make pure Indian
melodies. He loved Indian music very much. He also
gave me full freedom to compose those songs and,
then, they came out very well. Some of those songs are,
Asayethum Samgrahichu, Yesu misiha mahimartham,




etc. Later, I had a golden oppor-
tunity to write my BTh thesis un-
der his guidance. I happily recall
that he always appreciated my
music, thoughts, and creativity.

Finally, the inspiration and
vision of my idea of starting a
Ganashram is from his idea of

Jaison Kavalakkatt CMI, Germany

\
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Vidyavanam Ashram. He used to encourage
me, when I shared the idea of Ganashram. He
was a big role model for me. He actualised
his vision about Indian Christian Ashram by
shaping the beautiful Vidyavanam Ashram
in the outskirts of Bengaluru. He was a true
Jnani and Guru par excellence and a realised
soul. My big salute and pranams to this great
and noble soul!

1I |
Aok i

Thank You for Your Great Trust in Me... _
It was my first appointment after my Ordination. After my

pastoral ministry in a parish, I came to Vidyavanam. Weleda -

life of vegetarian food, simple way of living, yoga, singing.... _§
I celebrated Holy Mass in the Latin Rite for the visitors and Sisters. *°
Vineeth Achan guided me and made me stable for the ashram life K%
in Vidyavanam. Meditation, classes for the groups, also with Yoga,

was a new way of life. = o : ..?

Construction work was something new to me. But he was open for ideas. Ashram
chapel construction was a nice project among many. Teak plantation was something good
for green world. Unimaginable were the motor riding experiences to Dharmaram... Then,

to Kengery to bring cow feed... But Vineeth Achan made it all possible. The long talks in the evenings with
Vineeth Achan, sitting on the rock garden, remain etched in my memory. A different time, a different personal-
ity: he motivated me to undertake studies to become a Yoga teacher...
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Roy Palatty CMI, Spiritual Director, Shalom Media USA

Growing from Within

a handful of pure souls

come into the world as
pillars of light, illuminating the
way for humankind.

During every generation,

On an unforgettable evening
in the year 1999, I met Father
Vineeth in the corridors of Dhar-
maram College, Bengaluru. That
meeting was an extraordinary
treasure for me because while I had heard a lot about
this remarkable Master, [ hadn’t yet gotten a chance to
speak with him. Our topic of conversation was global-
ization. As a graduate student in Philosophy, I was so
eager to share all of my views with him. Father Vineeth
listened to me thoroughly; great masters speak little,
but listen more. After listening to all my ‘genius’ ideas
and solutions, he asked me: “Roy, do you think that

without expanding your own self, you can tackle the
very idea of globalization?” I couldn’t answer him im-
mediately. To be honest, I had never even considered
that before. Father Vineeth slowly took apart many of
the simple — and silly — solutions that I offered to the
pertinent issues and questions of life. Then, he guided
me to the stony ground of meditative rationality: It is
necessary for a person to grow from the inside out. To
make a difference in the world, one must first widen
one’s own self.

From that very moment, I have always kept a short
prayer in my mind: O God, bless me with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relation-
ships so that I will live deep within my heart!

It was not the answers, but the questions Father
Vineeth raised that challenged me to expand my con-
sciousness. Yes, you will never grow if you don’t grow
from within!
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Francis Kurissery CMI, Vicar Provincial, Devamatha

Style Is the Man: A Reminiscence!

Vineeth Vadakethala, with

his magisterial wisdom and
unmatched mystical experience,
as a jewel in the crown of CMI
Congregation. In him I have
seen an unforgettable conflu-
ence of the finest in Western and
Eastern thoughts, a wholesome
blend of Carmelite and Indian
spirituality. He had no airs about
him. His simplicity of character and lucidity of expres-
sion are paradigmatic. In private conversations or in
public addresses, he could articulate his profoundly
original thoughts couched in simple language. His
soothing words were a spontaneous overflow of his
deep convictions reminding us of the Thomistic dic-
tum: “contemplata aliis tradere.”

Ilove to think of Fr. Francis

His ability to relate with others at a deeper level,
to impact them positively, and to maintain that friend-
ship has struck me as astonishing. During my stay in
England and Europe, I have had the privilege of being
introduced to three of his close friends, one in Ger-
many and the other two in England. One of his English
friends, an Anglican, was then contemplating embrac-
ing Catholic Church thanks to the edifying influence of
Fr. Francis Vineeth. The German family whose matri-
arch is Theresa Riebesecker would wax eloquent while
explaining her chance meeting with Fr. Francis, the
first Indian Carmelite whom she had met — a meeting
that blossomed into her becoming an ardent benefac-
tor of the CMI Congregation - a prototype of the latter
day ACML. It may be remembered that the *Sannidhi’ in
CSR, Pariyaram, is in memory of this saintly woman.

While under treatment in Amala Institute of Med-
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ical Sciences, a few years ago, Fr. Francis Vineeth had
to be admitted into MICU. I would visit him often. An
unflappable optimist, he would praise the quality of
treatment, was a contented patient (a vanishing spe-
cies!), always immensely grateful to the doctors and

the nurses. A gentleman to the core who “inflicted no
pain upon another” (Cardinal Newman), about Fr.
Francis, reminiscing his character and characteristics,
it could rightly be said, “style is the man.” May his
soul rest in peace!

JObi Thomas Thurackal CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru
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y relationship with
Father Francis Vineeth
CMI started in 1984

during my philosophy studies
at Dharmaram College, Benga-
luru. As a student, I admired his
profound knowledge and his
unique style of imparting the
same to his students. There was always an aura of se-
renity and tranquillity around him. He was impressed
with my viva voce exam and I still remember him con-
gratulating me after my viva.

Days passed and our relationship got stronger and
personal. The level of freedom that I had with him is so
deep that I could share almost all my personal matters
with him for his advice and fatherly guidance. He was
more than a family member to my wife and children.
As a family, we were lucky to listen to his profound
philosophical explanations of day-to-day happenings

]oy Kottackal, Bangalore

“The song is ended but the melody lingers on...”

in simple language whenever he used to spend his
time at our home.

His passion for justice and order in society in gen-
eral and Church in particular was explicitly evident
during our conversations on various subjects. His pres-
ence in our family prayers was so enriching with his
bhajans and simple prayers. “Peace radiates from him”
was a regular comment that my wife used to make af-
ter every meeting with Father Vineeth. My children
were awestruck seeing him clean the wash-basin with
his bare hands after meals. He trusted me and engaged
me in printing many of his books. We have been lucky
to continue this warm and personal relationship till he
was transferred from Vidyavanam Ashram. Undoubt-
edly, Father Vineeth had a great influence on me in
forming my thought pattern and world vision.

For us, his life was a blessing and his memory a
treasure to cherish... We love him beyond words and
miss him beyond measure. To quote Irving Berlin, “the
song is ended, but the melody lingers on...”
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Al‘ltOl‘ly Kalliath CMI, Carmel Bhavan, Hosur

Being Missional by Being Passionate!

hile ‘re-membering’
with Fr. Vineeth, that
which lingers in me

is his “passion’ for scripting and
living an Indic way while being
seeded and coded in his Chris-
tian legacy. It was the passion
(ichchha shakti) of his heart more
than being in the comfort zone
of a mere Indologist or Philoso-
pher or a Theologian of notional texture and context.
Passion germinates hope effortlessly, and it easily spills
over to kriya sakti, and makes one a karma-yogi. It is the
passion that which makes one missional, and engaged
in the life process whatsoever be the hurdles and fail-
ures one has to brace up. Passion makes us sportive
and playful, and transforms our life into a lila (divine
play). It is the passion that makes one the celebrant
of life and sequentially, life churns out to be a vibrant
celebration in the “fulness of life” in virtue of itself.
It is a natural and spontaneous sequence and conse-
quence. This is what we find in the narrative of Fr.

Vineeth'’s life. This passion had been the grammar as
well as the inner credential of Fr. Vineeth’s journey of
life. When St. Thomas Acquinas was asked about how
to become a saint, he told three things: “‘desire’, ‘desire’
and ‘desire’! In our Indian tradition it is mumukshut-
vam. Fr. Vineeth nurtured, nursed and cultured a pro-
found desire with consistency and constancy through
and through to start a Christian Ashram even while
doing his early studies. He could take emphatic steps
towards his life-long ambition only in his sixties. What
was remarkable was that he never gave it up. This en-
gaging enthusiasm is the sacred secret of the intelligi-
bility of the heart. Vidyavanam Ashram is the blossom-
ing of his life ambition for the Lord. As an associate in
the initial endeavours of starting the ashram, what I
learn from Fr. Vineeth is that we will ever remain cre-
atively and proactively engaged in the life process if
we primarily listen to the promptings of the heart; if
we spin out our life in the wisdom of heart, we will,
unaware, have enormous inner resources and strength
to figure out new vistas and paths even in the present
pandemic times when the uncertainty is the new nor-
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mal of life. Follow the ‘Call of the Heart'. Let’s be pas-
sionate, missional and compassionate in the ‘Holy Op-
timism” which is pervading and prevailing in the text

and texture of existence, both within and without; we
will never fail, and we will never, ever go astray while
we correlate passion and mission in our life’s narrative.

AllgllStiIle Keemattam CMI, Darsana, Wardha

Remembering Father Francis Vineeth

students of philosophy had

arrived in Dharmaram Col-
lege, Bengaluru. Christ College
was launching the first year of
its degree courses. We the new
batch was expected to join both
the philosophy course at Dhar-
maram and the degree course at
Christ College. Our time would
be divided between the two In-
stitutes — 10 am to 4 pm at Christ College and the re-
maining at Dharmaram. Fr. Francis Vineeth was one
of the professors who gently explained to us the new
arrangement and helped us to make a choice of sci-
ence or humanities stream at Christ. He was kind, ami-

In June 1970, the new batch of

able, gentle, and genuine. Later, in Philosophy classes,
when he explained to us Existentialism and other
subjects, we enjoyed the originality and spontaneity
of his thoughts. His work, Call to Integration (Banga-
lore: ATC, 1980), is an insightful theological reflection
on religious life and vows. The book has helped me to
evolve my personal convictions on religious life. I was
fortunate to be with him in the renewal retreat team of
the CMI Congregation, which gave me a chance to ex-
perience his spirit of team work. He was always gener-
ous to share his thoughts, insights, stories, experiences,
etc., with other team members, in spite of the fact, that
he could use them in his talks. Above all, he was a fine
human being, sensitive to the needs of others with an
extremely refined sensibility. May the “Word Become
Flesh’ unite him to the Triune God, Amen!
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Wilson Chakkyath CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru

Serenity, Simplicity, and Sincerity

time during my novitiate

days. Since then I started
admiring his personality and
it continues even after his de-
mise. He was found to be differ-
ent and unique from all other
priests I had met. He possessed
various qualities that made him
outstanding and incredible. Out
of many, I picked up three qualities of Fr. Vineeth to
share my views on his life.

Imet Fr. Vineeth for the first

Serenity: Serenity was the hallmark of his person-
ality. Even in the midst of ups and downs of life, he
kept serenity and peace of mind. Such serenity was the
result of his deep spirituality. It seems, he had an innate
inclination to keep intimacy with the divine. I believe
that he had experienced the real touch of the divine or
he had experienced a glimpse of the Paramatman. That
intimacy with the divine made him to be serene, joy-

ful, and peaceful. Consequently, most of the ordinary
and worldly worries could not affect him. I vividly
remember his serene look when he conducted classes
and meditations during my novitiate in 1992. I contin-
ued to observe the same serenity in him throughout
his life. When I visited him more than once while he
was taking rest in Preshitharam, Mannuthy, due to ill
health and old age, I noticed that he still maintained
serenity and peace of mind. Personally, I would say
that it is something I wish to have in my life. Yes, I
need to learn the secret from the life of Fr. Vineeth.

Simplicity: He obtained high academic degrees
both in theology and philosophy. He held many im-
portant positions like President of Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram, Vicar Provincial of CMI Preshitha Prov-
ince, founder and director of Vidyavanam Ashram,
and so on. He had an exceptional ability to synthe-
size the western and eastern genius and spirituality.
He authored many books and articles. Many people
from India and abroad approached him for spiritual
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guidance and enlightenment. He received a number of
invitations from various parts of the world to teach,
preach and to give retreats. He had all the reasons to
be proud and arrogant. But, on the contrary, the more
he was recognized, the greater was his simplicity and
humility. Only great people manifest such simplicity
in a world where people compete with each other to
boast about their petty achievements. Indeed, he was

a great man though he never claimed it. Fr. Vineeth
showed through his life that simplicity and humility
create a valley of life where the real greatness would
grow and flourish.

Sincerity: Covid-19 pandemic compels us to wear
face masks for the safety of oneself and others. It is a
need of the time; however, there are people who wear
masks in their personal life and even they change it
from time to time or context to context. This kind of
masking helps them to hide their real self; it is a kind of
duplicity. Fr. Vineeth is a contrast to such kind of mask-
ing. He was sincere and genuine in his dealings, opin-
ions, approaches, and principles, irrespective of situa-
tions and people. He manifested congruence in what
he said and what he did. In other words, he walked
the talk. For example, he taught the need of spiritual
depth and he himself practised it; he preached truth-
fulness and kindness and he lived them all through
his life. Such sincerity gave him unique moral power
and braveness. I remember certain occasions where
he raised his voice even in front of higher authorities
against some injustices without any fear or hesitation.
Those who knew him well never questioned his in-
tegrity and sincerity. Such a personality of Fr. Vineeth
drew many closer to him in order to learn from him
and, like him, to become closer to God.

I believe that Fr. Vineeth still lives dynamically as
he inspires and challenges many through the various vir-
tues and qualities he demonstrated in his blessed life.
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attended

Ithe classes

of  Father

“* Vineeth always

with great en-

joyment, es-

| pecially when

| he sometimes

diverted from

the topic and spoke spontaneously from his heart.

Then, his lectures were like poems of mysticism. That
is why I took him as the guide for my BTh thesis.

I joined theology studies after my Masters degree
in Hindi literature. At that time, I was very much fasci-
nated and influenced by the poems of the mystic poets
of the Bhakti Movement. So, I had interest in a compar-
ative study of the mystic poems of Saint Ephrem and
the poems of the Bhakti poets. Father Vineeth encour-
aged me and guided me in this study and I had many
discussions with him on the topic of my thesis, before

James Muttickal CMI, Bhopal

Gurudaskhina

I wrote it. I had his guidance in learning the mysticism
of the Oriental Fathers. About his own spirituality, as
a CMI religious priest, he said: “The Spirit of Carmel
means silence, contemplation, and abnegation. I am
trying to capture this spirit and put it into practice in
an Indian way. I emphasise the Indian way, because the
Carmelite spirit is very much in the Indian tradition —
the spirit of tapas, contemplation, and abnegation.”

After my theology studies and ordination, when I
started to work in the field of mass media, he came for-
ward with a valuable suggestion to record some of his
meditations. We produced eight volumes of his medi-
tations in sets of four cassettes. It was a combined effort
by both of us, since he permitted me to participate in
the project. He gave me the themes of the meditations
and I wrote Bhajans based on those themes to com-
plement the meditations. There were also the contribu-
tions of Father Anto Amarnad, who composed music
and Father Joseph Palackal who sang those Bhajans.
The audio meditations of Father Vineeth were very
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well received. After many years, when it was the time
of video CDs, I met him in his Vidyavanam Ashram
and put the suggestion to produce those meditations
in the video form. I thought that it was worthwhile to
preserve his reflections and meditative thoughts for
the future generations. He liked the idea and within a
few months’ time he came to Navchetana, Bhopal, for
the recording session; he was accompanied by Father
Anto Vattakuzhy.

This time too he discussed the themes with me
and asked me to write Bhajans based on the proposed
themes. After writing, I showed him those Bhajans.

A Mystic-Genius

inspire us.

He changed some Bhajans to Sanskrit, saying that for
those who are not familiar with Hindi, Sanskrit may be
better understandable. Again, it was Father Amarnad,
who composed the music of those Bhajans. He used
to appreciate Father Amarnad’s music saying that his
music to Bhajans is of a superior quality, since his mu-
sic flows from the heart. This time too we produced
eight volumes of meditations. It was my Gurudaskhina
to Fr. Vineeth and I am very happy that I could do it.
After the recording, before leaving Bhopal, he gave me
a diary and told me that it was his personal diary, and
I was supposed to open it only after he has gone from
this world. I kept his word.

Paul Thekanath CMI

mystic-genius in Indian spirituality, founder of Vidyavanam, a professor
of philosophy, and, above all, a simple human being. He was a great
inspiration for generations of CMlIs. This is a great loss for us. He hails from
my own village. His sense of detachment from worldly success continues to



FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

theologian and mystic is a great loss for the In-

dian Church. As a student, I always cherished his
classes because he was a teacher with a difference. He
did not just teach but touched the hearts and opened
the eyes of the students to the realities beyond the
mundane through his original thinking, creative ideas
and new insights. This difference resulted from his
closeness to Jesus and closeness to the world around
him. His simplicity in life, humility in approach, in-
nocence in interaction, genuineness in relationship,
depth in thinking, clarity in expression and availability
in service was well appreciated by everyone. He max-
imized the gift of life to the fullest by unleashing his
true potential, optimizing the world around him and

The departure of an Indian Christian progressive

Davis Varayilan CMI

Samanvaya, Bhopal

An Indian Christian Progressive
Theologian and Mystic

realizing that his existence creates a multiplier effect.
He maximized the divine within and enlightened the
people through meditative reflections, classes, per-
sonal sharing and writing.

What stands out most clearly in Fr. Francis’s life and
writings is samanvayam, integration of mind and heart,
contemplation and action, Christian faith and Indian
genius, and eastern and western traditions. He had an
‘Indian mind’, which perceived reality as an intercon-
nected, interrelated, and interdependent whole. There-
fore, he welcomed goodness coming from any source
and incorporated them into his life and spirituality. He
lived by convictions and converted intelligence into
wisdom by implementing that knowledge in his life
for the benefit of others. There is no doubt that for the
years to come he will be remembered as a spiritual
guru, an exemplary religious, a genuine priest, a pas-
sionate CMI, a great philosopher, and a progressive
theologian, who was both Indian and Christian.

87



88

FRANCIS

%;&mw of a

VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

é{/&do/ééwa %ﬁ/&/lﬂ/? LC/L//:M@

]OSSY Maria CMC, Dehradun

An Integrated Sannyasi

have a vivid image of Father
IVmeeth staying in a kutiya
. (hut) in the Dharmaram
. campus along with a few CMI
Brothers. It was the first time
in the history of Dharmaram, I
think, that a few theology stu-
dents stayed in kutiyas, cooking
for themselves and doing ev-
erything there. They attended
classes with their companions. After the classes, they
returned to their kutiyas, engaged in their prayer,
study, and other programmes. Father Vineeth, along
with these brothers, was experimenting ashram life-
style in the Dharmaram campus and, later, it was ex-
panded into Vidyavanam Ashram, which he founded
in Bengaluru.

Those who took ‘electives” with Father Vineeth vis-

ited him in his kutiya to discuss about the subject or to
submit the assignments, etc. I saw there a high-think-
ing philosopher with a simple lifestyle. I had taken an
elective course on ‘Theology of Religious Life’. Later,
he published his talks on religious life with the title
Call to Integration. I still remember our discussions on
the challenges of religious community life. His empha-
sis was on the need of the religious developing new
qualities of the heart towards life in their inter-per-
sonal relationship that would enable them to live as
fruitful members in a community. He proved himself
as an integrated Sannyasi.

Since I was a young junior sister on those days, his
thoughts on community life attracted me very much
and it enabled me to discover and decipher the vibra-
tions of the heart. I am sure that he was guiding those
Brothers who were in the kutiyas towards the dynamics
and dimensions of religious life at the level of the heart.
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He used to tell that it needs courage, de-
termination, readiness to face challenges
and crises in religious life.

I'was in the first batch of Sisters who |
joined Dharmaram for theology stud-
ies (BTh) in 1976. I still remember the |
apprehensions of the bishops of Ker-
ala and their comments regarding the
Sisters joining theology classes along
with Brothers. They lavished negative
comments on the CMIs as well, which
created a kind of nervousness or un- [
easiness in the class and in the whole [ * = - _ , i N
campus. I gladly remember that Father = B CH St .I;:lq..:: " T H_b 1 f‘mﬁ
Vineeth had an extraordinary internal
freedom in relating with us Sisters. There was an air Father Johny Manavalan and Swami Sadananda,
of freedom and self-determination in his way of relat- who were among the ashramites in the kutiyas of Dhar-
ing with us. I have experienced it more when I visited maram campus, extended their ashram life in their
his Vidyavanam Ashram. He took me around, spoke mission areas and now in heaven: may they have per-
with full interest and explained his ashram philosophy. fect and blissful ashram experience along with their
I could see for myself that he lived there what he had  guru, Father Vineeth!
instructed us in the classroom.
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Prasant Palakkappillil CMI, Former Principal, SH College, Kochi
Vineeth, but Assertive: A Guru Opening the World Beyond Your Horizon

ather Vineeth — the name
Fwas familiar from some
brief interactions with the
senior scholastics. Definitely, it
was all about classes and view-
points, and the picture, though
incoherent, did not come about
very positively. But on arrival
in Dharmaram College, and
A} /) having ‘encountered” Father
Vineeth through the various ko-

sas — from annamaya to anandamaya — though initially
appearing only as mere sheaths (kosas) or just about the
circles to be drawn to indicate them, so as to scrape
through the tests, in the span of less than a year, he
appeared and appealed to me, cutting through those
sheaths, in the process he always loved to enunciate
— that of alathea —as a guru showing the path; having a
philosophy and theology of one’s own — as he would intro-
duce the word to us: Weltenshauung, with a profound
awareness of the world around (modern and western),

but undoubtedly and proudly Indian. That encounter
was a sufficient lesson to beware of prejudices against
individuals.

He was critical of the systems — religious or politi-
cal, including the one that the west-dominated Church
defended, while being faithful to Jesus in a creative
fashion. The worlds he opened to us through Kabir
and Fakir — of dogma versus mysticism, of revelation
through avarana and vikshepa, and the fascinating con-
cepts of maya and lila — have made a profound impression
regarding another world of understanding the world, as a
possibility — though, unfortunately, which still remains a
possibility at the best! Among the few books I carry around
is his thin, but helpful volume: Foundations of World Vision.

I deem it a great privilege that he had the confidence
to share with me his dreams of an ashram, which came
to be a reality at a later stage — I consider it a great loss
that I was not able to visit him while he was guiding
the ashram!
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I sensed a thrill in him when he tried to expose the
Christian faith in Indian terms — successfully “integrat-
ing’ and “contextualising” the Gospel. When he was
narrating his success in doing the same with platforms
beyond the borders, he exhibited a childlike enthusiasm.

Like Eklavya, I have taken him for my guru, though
I have not really tested my skills in his domain. Past
two or three years, it had been at the back of my mind

that I should visit him and meet with him, and I was
indeed hoping to do so, when the news came of his de-
parture, even depriving me of the opportunity to pay
homage to his mortal remains.

I salute him, quoting from subhashita ratnani: “That
indeed there is no fear of (from) old age or death in
(his) body of fame, for he has found a place eternal in
our minds like the great poets.”

Anto Amarnad Chittilappilly CMI

Gentle and Sincere Person

ith deep sorrow let me
offer my sincere con-
dolences and prayers.

He was an exceptional and rare
gift to the CMI Congregation and
the universal Church. Never we
get bored when we listened to
him. Fr. Vineeth was one of the
greatest souls who understood
the true meaning of Vatican II's

invitation for inculturation. From
his presence I developed my personality and thoughts.

My music got new divine wings when I composed his
lyrics. I composed Khristu Sahasranama Namam because
of him. The best bhajans I composed were on his pro-
found lyrics. Gentle and sincere were his person and
you can depend on him. When he bids farewell, our
inner space is empty! Of course, his lovely meditations
and hymns will make him alive amidst us. The Lord
will rejoice at his presence in heaven. We have a sure
intercessor in him. He was a devotee of Saint Teresa of
Lisieux and he would, like his patroness, send heav-
enly petals of blessings! My deep condolences!

21



92

FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

%fémfyuz g/ @ @A/}/ﬁfj’ﬁ/ééeﬁ ~ %ﬂ/ﬂ%&dﬂ/ %ﬁf@

Francis Thonippara CMI, Dharmaram College, Bengaluru
Courageous and Prophetic

t the outset, let me sa-
lute Fr. Francis Vineeth
CMI, my guru, a great

philosopher-theologian turned
mystic, one of the pioneers and
towering figures of the Indian
% Christian theology and contex-
- tual theology. My memories go
back to 1975, when he taught
us philosophy, especially Meta-
physics. Students used to admire
and appreciate the intuitive and inquisitive mind of Fr.
Vineeth.

I wish to share a topic which is less known to many
of us: the prophetic intervention of Fr. Vineeth through
his erudite presentation on a very sensitive topic of
those days, the inter-ecclesial relations in India. Indian
Theological Association (ITA) had its annual meeting
in 1982 in Mumbai during 22-24 October on the topic
Reconciliation in India. Fr. Vineeth presented a paper ti-
tled The Struggle for Justice in the Church and the Call for

Reconciliation. The context of the presentation was that
the Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches were
denied proper pastoral care in their ecclesial traditions
and also were not allowed to undertake missionary
enterprises. Indian territory was claimed to be the
territory of the Latin Church except 0.47% of the total
territory. Only on 9 October 2017, through the historic
letter of Pope Francis to the Indian Catholic bishops,
this restriction was removed.

Fr. Vineeth, in his presentation at the ITA, challenged
the injustice faced by the Eastern Catholic Churches
in India. Quoting the teachings of the Second Vatican
Council and other Magisterial teachings, Fr. Vineeth
explained the scandalous and unjust ecclesial situation
in India. Not many ITA members expected such a chal-
lenging intervention from Fr. Vineeth, a soft-spoken
philosopher-theologian. He had to face strong criti-
cisms from the seminar floor and from different cor-
ners. Some even approached the editor not to include
his paper in the publication of the proceedings of the
ITA meeting. However, Fr. Kuncheria Pathil, ITA Sec-
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retary and editor of the book, included it in the book
entitled Reconciliation in India, published by St. Paul’s
Publications, Bombay.

In response to the requests from different quarters,
Dharmaram Publications in 1983 published this paper
in a booklet form under the title Justice and Reconcilia-
tion: The Sad but Living Story of a Church in Fetters, along
with an additional preface and a few church docu-
ments. It is worth quoting the courageous statement
of Fr. Vineeth: “If the Latin Church wants to be really
Indian, the first thing it has to do is to give up the de-
sire for domination over the Orientals, because it is an
offshoot and a still lingering remnant of Western co-
lonialism.” Many of his friends told him that this way

Paulson Veliyannoor CME, Spain

ondolences on the passing of Fr. Vineeth. I was lucky to study under him in
my philosophy years, and specially to have him as the guide for my BPh the-

sis. Such a gentle, kind soul. Fr. Saju, I know you had a profound relationship with

him. May his soul rest in peace!

of writing would make him unpopular and unaccept-
able in many circles. This writing was much against
his own natural liking and way of writing. Fr. Vineeth,
being a just man, was compelled to write against an
unjust system. The Catholic Bishops Conference of In-
dia (CBCI), in its meeting in Mumbai in 1983, made
note of this prophetic intervention of Fr. Vineeth and
in the future inter-ecclesial relations this paper played
a very positive role, of course, besides many other fac-
tors. The autonomy and self-rule which the Syro-Mal-
abar Church enjoys today is also due to the timely in-
tervention of Fr. Vineeth. Therefore, the Syro-Malabar
Church should be immensely grateful to Fr. Vineeth
for his courageous and prophetic intervention.

A Gentle and Kind Soul
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George Kulangara CMI, Rector, Darsana, Wardha
A Philosopher Par Excellence!

Father Vineeth. ‘Privileged’
because even to this day, I
count him as one of three fore-
most inspirations that shaped
the teacher in me. More than
bookish wisdom, he carried in-
spiration into the lecture halls. In
explaining difficult philosophi-
cal concepts, he would artfully
give a creative twist to words and
to everyday examples of life. It was like Moses hitting
the rock with his staff, letting the spring gush out. De-
cades have gone by after those lectures. But the steady
flow of new meanings and inspirations from those
words and examples has not ceased. (By the way, the
other two inspirations are Father Thomas Kochumut-
tom, for his ingenuity in presenting the most difficult
philosophical topics in the simplest forms, and Arch-
bishop Antony Kariyil, for his clarity of articulation).

Iam a privileged student of

\_ .

Ever since my first tryst with philosophy in the

1980s, when the word ‘virtual” had not become a com-
mon parlance as now, the comment that I repeatedly
heard about Father Vineeth was that he was a man,
who lived in the virtual world of ideas and fantasies.
Later, I realized that the comments were based on a
cursory reading of Father Vineeth. True, he lived and
moved in a sphere different from the one we, the aam
aadmi engaged. The spheres were not separated phys-
ically though. While we, aam aadmi, engaged the pe-
ripherals, Father Vineeth went for the core. He sched-
uled no time for small talks and gossips, found no
charm in the glossy and glittery of the big. A man of
deep mindfulness and presence, he felt wonder at the
beauty and grandeur in the common and ordinary. He
modelled himself on the Guru of the Gospels: Jesus sat
in some farmer’s farm. The farmer reaped corns and
cereals. Jesus, sitting in the same farm, reminded the
farmer that he had left the best unharvested - the trea-
sures of the Kingdom that were all over his farm.

Father Vineeth was a complete philosopher: in his
body, mind, and soul. The sense of wonder flashed in
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his eyes, innocent smile on his face, and deep silence of
his tongue — all these showed that he had his finger on
the pulse of the treasure.

* He carried his childlike innocence even to the up-
per circles of the society.

* He erased the gap between the wonder of philoso-
phy and the ecstasy of mystical experience.

* He rendered credibility to the virtual, firmly
founding it on the real.

* He made his life a synonym for nobility, simplicity,
and beauty combined.

Father Vineeth, indeed, was a philosopher par ex-
cellence!

Shepherd Thelappllly CMI, Chavara Bhavan, Khairi, Narsinghpur

Mentor and Master

In 1978, while I was doing my
second year philosophy stud-
ies in Dharmaram College, Ban-
galore, six of us CMI Scholastics,
including me, ventured ‘Sim-
ple Life’ in huts made by our
group in Dharmaram campus.
Fr. Vineeth was our mentor and
Master. Every day, after sup-
per, he used to share inspiring

stories of his life and we enjoyed
his presence and ideas. He taught us various subjects
in philosophy as well as theology. It was very original

and creative classes which I cherish for a lifetime.

After my ordination, in 1986, I was working in Sagar
Diocese. In 1987, when I was informed that Fr. Vineeth
was coming to Poornodaya in Bhopal for giving a re-
treat, I gave my name immediately to participate in it.
I'learnt lot of things to be a good retreat preacher from
Fr. Vineeth and I am indebted to him. He gave me
courage to be an inspiring speaker. His thoughts are
still fresh in my consciousness and I am happy to be
one of his disciples. The legacy of Fr. Francis Vineeth
will surely be continued through his disciples. Let us
enumerate good and practical values from this immor-
tal soul. Let good Lord Jesus grand him eternal rest!
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Lintesh Antony Vellapady CMI, Bharathamatha, Palakkad
A Spiritual and Mystical Genius

o be authentic on spiri-

I tual and theological mat-
ters, it requires a genuine,
soulful, and clear vision on life.
It is said that people who have
deep knowledge will be humble
enough to depict themselves as
they do not know anything. Being
/| innocent in heart and mind, being
~J strong in thought, being calm in
situations, being prudent in decid-

ing, and being pleasant to others are all the indicators of
how a human should be humane.

The above adjectives match with Father Vineeth not
only because he was intelligent, but also he was really
humane. I was always surprised and inspired by the way
he was. No matter what height he was placed among in-
tellectuals and theologians, he was as simple as a fresher
to know something new. The memories he left for us will
always be cherished. The kind of freshness that he had
in the 'evenings of his life' was the same as it was in his
young days. He left, making us not leave him!
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s a man of cultural refine-
ment and spiritual en-
lightenment, Fr. Vineeth

has impressed me from the early
years of my life. His openness to
the world of wisdom enabled
him to receive from all streams
of thought and helped him to
nurture a holistic vision of spir-
ituality and religiosity to make
the essential Christian spiritual vision convincing and
attractive. His source was, no doubt, Jesus and the
Gospel, but he employed the immense resources of In-
dian wisdom to make the message and values of Jesus
flow profusely in the Indian soil, through his theologi-
cal and spiritual approach of inter-religiosity.

Fr. Vineeth held his head high among the great
spiritual scholars and masters of Dharmaram College
Bengaluru in the post-Vatican II times. I deem it my
great fortune to be in Dharmaram during those times
to learn from Masters like Fr. Vineeth. He used to carry
us along in the ceaseless flow of his thoughts and in-

Sebastian Elavathingal CMI, Bhopal

A Life of Integration

spirations, which always presented to the listeners a
holistic world-view. A spiritual life of integration was
his consistent theme. While explaining the techniques of
integration, he employed images from Indian spiritual
traditions as additional resources to enlighten the Bibli-
cal wisdom. He did not find any impropriety in seeing
Jesus the Rabbi as Jesus the Guru. He could understand
the message of Jesus in the categories of Indian wisdom,
which he effectively shared to his students.

For example, to explain the spirituality of self-inte-
gration, he used to employ the “panchakosha” theory of
Consciousness layers in the Taittiriya Upanishad which
came handy to him to drive home the notion of inte-
gration. For me, his message came from the core of his
own Anandamaya layer of Consciousness. In this de-
piction I have tried to show this idea graphically. He
attained the integration of all the five layers of Con-
sciousness in his person

Fr. Vineeth has been faithful to his call and has made
use of his talents to multiply it through his innumer-
able disciples. Now he has received his reward being
invited to “enter into the joy of his master” (Mt 25:23).
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]oice Elavathingal CMI, Christ Academy, Bengaluru
The Holy River Carrying a Smile on Others

hen I was doing my
philosophy  studies,
Fr. Vineeth was a

Dharma Acharya for me. He was
an Acharya who was teaching us
dharma and living his life with
the dharma he thought. Using
simple English vocabulary in
the class, he made us more com-
fortable in learning philosophy.
That understanding helped us to go deep into the
philosophical thoughts which he implied in his own
books. He had given a lot of freedom to our immature
thoughts and enormously encouraged our creative
ideas. We all unanimously had admired the vineethab-
hava in his personal life.

When I was doing theology, I met him in Vidyava-
nam Ashram. Then, Fr. Vineeth was a Sannyasa Guru
for me. Really, I could see a transformation in him
from a teacher to a Guruji. He was living what he
taught. We had wondered and were inspired by see-

ing the simple life of Guruji, working in the garden,
washing the vessels, and spending a long time in front
of the tabernacle. He was a courageous sannyasi to take
all the troubles and challenges in the starting period
of Vidyavanam Ashram. His enthusiasm and commit-
ment gathered many people to the ashram for experi-
encing an ashram life and peace of mind. Still remem-
bering the smiling face amid the total insecurity that
the Ashramites had experienced those years.

After my ordination and studies when I came to
Hullhalli, Begur, again I visited Fr. Vineeth at Vidya-
vanam Ashram. Then, Fr. Vineeth was like my be-
loved father. I became a frequent visitor of the ashram.
I'used to listen to the long conversations of Fr. Vineeth.
It was very interesting and relaxing to spend time with
him. I became very close to him. I was enriched with
Indian spirituality, the lessons of harmony and coex-
istence. Since those subjects were very passionate to
me, I was a keen listener to him. The closeness to na-
ture, the rhythm, and dharma of the Mother Nature
had given a harmonious vibration into my heart. His
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wisdom from these green woods had led me to the
path of green school projects. The way he explained
the church history and the theological talks from his
mouth were so impressive to remember till today. The
icons in the chapel had been explained to me more the
twenty times. Each time he was expressing different
spiritual and philosophical meanings to those icons.
Looking at his enthusiasm in explaining, I experienced
a living presence or a life in those holy icons.

Today, when I reflect on him, I consider him as a
Holy River which was flowing calmly among the peo-
ple by giving spiritual energy and smile to each and
every one whom he met in his journey of life. The wis-

E )

Divyodaya!

dom had flowed from him like a spring. There was a
soothing feeling in our mind when we were immersed
in his meditations. He never hurt anyone’s feelings;
instead, he respected everyone: he respected nature,
religions, people, nations, cultures, and languages.
He had given equal importance to all those who as-
sociated with him. He expressed his ‘real’. Purity in
mind and thought, innocence, and sincerity were his
hallmarks. There was a uniqueness in himself and his
thoughts. He was an open-minded person who was ac-
cepting everyone without any discrimination — men or
women, poor or rich. Pranaamam to my Dharma Acha-
rya, my Guruji, my beloved father, and, above all, ‘the
life-giving stream that is flowing through my heart’.

Murali Krishnan, Coimbatore

(Yoga Teacher and Former Youth Member of Divyodaya)
Peace with Oneself and Harmony

nly once I met Fr. Vineeth in Divyodaya. It was in 1993 when Fr. Thomas Cheeran
Owas the director. Fr. Vineeth spoke on happiness and harmony. Inner harmony

within oneself can be possible through various means. Meditation shifts the brain
waves from beta level to alpha level and thereby calms the mind. Harmony in individu-
als evolves to social harmony. One cannot work for peace when he is not happy within
himself. This was the essence of Fr. Vineeth’s speech which inspired me a lot. Though 28
years have already passed, still the thought he triggered lingers in my memory. Thanks,
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Stella Baltazar FMM, Provincial

A Person of Spiritual Energy and Fulfilment

ith deep sorrow we
heard about the peace-
ful rest of Father

Francis Vineeth CMI. He was a
man of integrity, commitment,
and deep spiritual experience.
© He was rooted in the well-
springs of the Indian spiritual
treasures, and gave expression
to his convictions by his ashram
way of life. His memory will live
on in the minds of scholars, theologians, students and
consecrated religious who have experienced his fine
personality and the elegance of his spirituality.

It was in 1980 that I had the opportunity to meet
Father Francis Vineeth CMI, a great scholar and a man
who deeply lived his commitment as a genuine Indian
spiritual seeker. Words can never fully express how
much someone means to us, and how their presence
impacts our lives. It was in 1980: at Yercaud, we FMM

Junior Sisters were in preparation for our final vows,
that Father Vineeth came to speak to us as arranged by
Sr. Flavia FMM, our Directress. His sessions were pro-
found, rooted in the wellsprings of Indian ethos. What
was so admirable in him was his humble approach to
people. He could never dominate someone, he always
maintained simplicity as his characteristic mark.

His personality communicated much more than
words. I still remember his sharing about the under-
standing of discipleship: at the feet of the Master in
humble submission and silently absorbing and experi-
encing the depth of the Guru in deep communion. In-
wardly purified by love, which emanates from interior
detachment, and totally being attached to the master.
This grounding in Indian spirituality and the taste of
the culture from the soil of India attracted me and I
desired to know more. This was my first exposure to
the depth of the spiritual treasure within Hinduism. It
helped me to overcome the fear within and gave me
courage to embrace all that is good in other religions.
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I recall with joy the convictions he imparted and the
new perspectives he infused in us.

Today we remember this great personality whose
footprints could never be erased. He is alive in us who
shared his convictions and vision. The loss of him is an
irreplaceable one. His memory remains with us and is
growing in the perspectives we share in Interfaith Dia-
logue as well as Intercultural Communion. The depth
of recognition, acceptance, cordiality and respect we
have developed for other cultures is a great gift and
India needs this dimension of Indian Christian spiritu-
ality today more than ever.

The best tribute we can give to Father Vineeth is to
take forward his convictions and make it real in our
lives. Let a million minds in this land catch up with
his treasured thoughts and spread the Good News that
our life is in connectedness and continuity in the web
of humanity and his spirit will continue to inspire us
all as we work for cosmic integration, community fel-
lowship, and personnel wholeness.

Let there be compassion and grace in the midst of
conflict! Let there be healing and handholding in the
midst of tensions! Let his remembrance promote in us
the cherished values of Indian Spiritual Ethos!

Tomy Chirapurath CMI, Darsana, Wardha

ish my acquaintance with

Father Vineeth, though it
was minimum. It dates back to
the late 1980s when I was a phi-
losophy student at Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram. He taught us
Metaphysics at the BPh level at

Ihave always wanted to cher-

Vishwa Manao Father Francis Vineeth

Darsana, Wardha. During our Licentiate Programme,
our batch moved with him more closely. He was the
director of my licentiate thesis, which was on the phi-
losophy of Gabriel Marcel.

His explanation of the ‘Reality” in metaphysical and

existentialist terms had its deep impact on my stud-
ies, so much so that I titled my work as the “Recovery
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of the Real,” which was very much influenced by his
book, The Discovery of Being.

Father Vineeth’s appreciation for the Indian thought
was manifest in his formal and informal talks — on mu-
sic, art and architecture, philosophy, meditation, mys-
ticism, holy liturgy, etc. It had its impact on a few gen-
erations of students. I think one could read between
the lines that he was anguished and pained that there
was a long way for the Indian Church yet to go in her
efforts to communicate the Christ experience through
the Indian genius. His uniqueness was that he didn’t

Karuna Vadakethala SJB
(Sister of Father Vineeth)
My Great Brother

ather Vineeth loved Indian ashrams. Years ago, in
F 1968, he, along with a small team of Fathers and

Brothers, stayed about two weeks in Vinoba’s
ashram at Pavanar in Wardha. Wardha, in the diocese
of Chanda, is the main centre of our Congregations’
activities in India. The purpose of his coming with
the team was to make a draft of an Indian text for the
holy Eucharistic celebration. This request was made

sit back finding fault with the situation or the system.
His meditations, retreat talks, lyrics, even Vidyavanam
Ashram, are all fine expressions of the ‘creative unrest’
that he had been experiencing deep within himself.

I pay my tributes to this honourable teacher of mine
who was simple and humble, truly ‘vineeth” as a hu-
man person, a ‘vishwa manav’ (world citizen), who ded-
icated every moment of his life to radiate the divine
love to the ‘sacred” and the “profane” alike, no matter
in the East or the West. I must admit that I had a secret
pride that he was a CMI.
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by his Eminence
Mar Joseph Cardi-
nal Parecattil, the

then Archbishop of
the Archdiocese of
Ernakulam-Anga-
maly. The team vis-
ited our house more
than once and also
Sevagram where
our sisters work. He
also stayed in several other Hindu ashrams before he
started his own ashram. They are Shivananda Ashram
in Rishikesh, Saccidananda Ashram in Narasimh-
pur, Shantivanam in Kulithalai near Thiruchirap-
pilly, Aurobindo Ashram in Pondichery, Kristuprema
Ashram, Pune, and so on.

In the year 1996, he came forward with his own
idea of setting up an ashram in Bangalore. I remember
well that after the initial establishment of his Ashram
in Bangalore, he invited me to live there at least for
three years in accordance with our custom. Though I
liked this idea very much, I had to sacrifice it due to
my other commitments to my congregation and Father

Vineeth accepted it with grace. At a later stage, I came
with my sister, a nun in the Holy Family Congrega-
tion, and made our retreat in the Ashram. This was my
longest stay. Otherwise, I had visited the Ashram only
for short periods. I am happy to see that the Ashram
has flourished well, the desert land which was bought
for the Ashram has already been converted into a liv-
ing forest, perfectly suiting its name Vidyavanam (For-
est of Wisdom) and its motto, Vanad-astu-vidyodaya, let
Wisdom emerge from woods!

Father Vineeth was not just my brother, but also
to a certain extent, a spiritual guide to whom, time
and again, I have turned for valuable suggestions and
counselling. For the same of brevity, I would like to
conclude these reminiscences with two appreciative
sentences on Father Vineeth. (1) Though he made
his own suggestions, whenever he was consulted, he
never imposed any of his views upon us. He always
gave us complete freedom. (2) He was very simple and
transparent in voicing his opinions which made deal-
ing with him very easy. For what he was and all that
he had been to me, his youngest sister, these truthful
attestations and loving reminiscences stand as tribute
to my great brother.
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Winson Moyalan CMI, vettathur

Eternal Presence in Our Midst

phy student I came to meet

Fr. Vineeth for the first time
in 1981. He was our Senior Tu-
tor. It was a great experience
to have conferences with him.
Due to my over involvement in
many extra-curricular activities, I
was not a studious student. But I
scored above 80% marks only in
his subjects. That was the highest marks in the class. Such
was my appreciation on his person and his teaching.

It was when I was a philoso-

After ordination while he planned to start an In-
dian Ashram, one of the choice venues was Attap-
pady where I was a member then. He liked very much
the panorama there, and we travelled together in the
nook and corner of Attappady for many days. It was
only because of the lack of international exposure the
venue was shifted to Bangalore. Indeed, the location of
Vidyavanam is unique.

I remember the synaxis of 1993, when the members
preferred to elect him to the post of Provincial; but his
humility compelled him to denounce that position.
That’s how it happened to elect him as the Vicar Pro-
vincial during that term.

His stature, his vision, his knowledge, his contacts,
his simplicity and everything in him gave me a feel of
a real Guru; hence, there is no wonder that the Ashram
is more popularly known as “Vineeth Ashram’.

Myself being involved in social work activities for
many years, whenever he met me, he invited me to
join the Ashram team so that we could organize the
surrounding villages. Though I agreed to his proposal
many times, every time I was elected the Councillor
for Social Apostolate (four terms), which restricted me
from joining him. Though it was an unmaterialised
wish, we respected each other till the end.

A man normally dies only once. But, in 2016, dur-
ing his angioplasty, his heart was stopped and doctors
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announced his death. However, providentially, being
in the operation theatre, with much massaging on the
chest they could resuscitate his life and it prolonged for
another five more years. If not affected by Covid-19, def-
initely he would have lived many more years with us.

ear loving
Vineethacha,
we miss only your
physical presence;
your loving mem-

ories are always
with us in our
hearts.

We know Fr. Vineeth from 1983 onwards. He had
helped us in many ways to come up in life. He made
all arrangements for our wedding like a father getting
ready with everything and blessed our marriage too.

We offered our service, when he started Vidyava-
nam Ashram in the year 1996 and stayed in the ashram
till he was transferred from there. It was like a fam-
ily; he treated us as his own children. For us, ashram

His original thoughts in the classroom and the
‘Vineeth Ashram’ will make his presence eternal in our
midst. He cannot die in anybody’s life who had once
interacted with him. I am glad that I am one among
those fortunate ones.

MOlly and JOSC, Bhoothanahalli

Memories of Our Father Vineeth

was our second home and Fr. Vineeth was like our
own father. He was so innocent like a child, very open,
transparent, very straight-forward, and so simple. He
always had a good heart to help others when they
were in need. We were with him in the ashram from
1996 to 2016 and were very lucky to have served him.
Dear Father, we are very grateful to you.

It was really shocking news when Fr. Anto informed
us that he is no more. We are very sad that we could
not see him or say a last farewell to him. We remember
that he used to say: “When I die, directly I go to heaven
through the back door, because others will be waiting
in front to get in.” Yes, dear Father Vineeth, you are
right up there, preparing a place for us. Thank you,
dear Father, for everything you were to us all these
years. We love you!
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Lucius Nereparambil CMI, Jerusalem Retreat Centre, Thrissur

A Friend of All

on 30 May 2021, will be fondly remembered

by many people in India as well as abroad. He
was a scholar and for many years a famous professor
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, Bengaluru. He was
excellent in his teaching career and has contributed
much to form an Indian Christian theology. He stud-
ied thoroughly the Indian philosophy and spirituality
and, in that light, he began to reflect upon and inter-
pret his own Catholic faith. Above all his academic
achievements, he was a man of prayer. He became a
true bhakta of Jesus. He had deep devotion to Blessed
Virgin Mary. He used to keep a beautiful picture of our
Lady of Fatima at his bedside.

Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI, who died

I had the privilege of being a close friend of Father
Vineeth. As we were both teaching in Dharmaram, we
collaborated to realize some projects of social service.
One such project was that we motivated a few sem-
inarians to start a simple lifestyle in the Dharmaram
campus. One day, both of us led half a dozen theol-

ogy students to visit
Little Sisters of Jesus,
who were living in
a hut in the Madi-
wala slums. As we
were returning to
Dharmaram, we
challenged them and
asked whether they
will dare to lead a
simple life in Dhar-
maram campus.
They said “yes’. They
put up two huts,
similar to what we
see in the villages in the mission areas. They cultivated
vegetables around the huts. They spent much time in
meditation in the huts. As I was Master of a section of
students, I could not stay overnight with the hut-dwel-
lers. So, I asked Father Vineeth whether he can stay
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with them. He readily agreed and stayed with them in
the huts and lived the simple life with joy.

Another instance is that Father Vineeth started an
Ashram near Bannerghatta, Bengaluru. He called it
Vidyavanam Ashram. As he was living there, there
was a girl called Molly who

way of meditation, he tasted the Divine in his heart
and he did whatever he could to impart that experi-
ence to his friends and students as well. It was for this
purpose that he started Vidyavanam Ashram. There he
gave courses on Indian Christian meditation to vari-
ous groups. Many years ago, he, in collaboration with
Father Louis Maliekal CMI

worked as his secretary. As a
good father, he came to know
her personal problems and
came forward to solve it. She
had a boyfriend in Kerala.
Since the family of the boy did
not like that alliance, there was
no contact with that boy Jose
for a long time. Father Vineeth
asked me to accompany him to
find out that boy. I went with

and Father Thomas Kochu-
muttom CMI had created an
Indian Liturgy text. He had
composed several Sanskrit
bhajans, which we sing even
™ today to make a good med-
itation. I still remember: As
I was prior at the monastery
of Varandarappilly, Father
Vineeth called me from his
Ashram, and told me to come

him and made a long journey
through the Kattapana hills.
Finally, with the help of a Sister who studied in Dhar-
maram, we managed to bring that boy to Bengaluru,
and Father Vineeth blessed their marriage and up to
now they lead a happy married life.

Father Vineeth was a friend of all. Through Indian

immediately to assist him to
give a retreat to a group of religious by singing bhajans
and leading adoration. Even though it was a busy time
for me in Kerala, I went immediately to fulfil his wish.
His life was so simple, at the same time very profound
and spiritually powerful. May the good Lord reward
him with a joyful and glorious eternity!
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came to Mary Hill Manglore, to our novitiate, to
see me and wish me for my first profession in
1968. Since he was going to Oxford, he was not able
to attend the ceremony of the profession. In the novi-
tiate, I was given a name Jolenta. My priest-brother
asked my Superior General whether he could change

F ather Francis Vadakethala CMI, my priest-brother

Vineetha AC, Shoranur
(Sister of Father Vineeth)
My Brother

my name. She gave him full freedom. So, he gave the
name Vineetha. V + aaneetha — one who is brought to the
world in a special way - Our Lady. Since my birthday
is on 8 September, at home I was given the name Mary;
hence, he said that Vineetha would suit me better. He
also suggested me to take my feast on 8 September.

In 2009, I made my tapas retreat for 40 days under
him in the Ashram; it was from 1 January to 25 Febru-
ary. It was a real prayer experience for me. After a year
he asked me whether I can come to the ashram to put
order in the Ashram Library. I was at Lady Immacu-
late Convent, Ottappalam. Although the previous year
I had gone for 40 days retreat, I informed my superior
about my brother’s request. I was touched by her an-
swer, as she instructed me to reserve my ticket to Ben-
galuru. I went to Vidyavanam Ashram and arranged
the books in the library and organized its catalogue.

11



Whenever we came home for holidays, we brought
him home. He would celebrate Holy Mass for us at
home. Three years back I had gone to see my broth-
er Vincent’s grandchild Eva. For lunch Father Vineeth,
myself, Sister Karuna, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Vincent
— all five of us were at the table. Then, Thomas told
Vincent’s son to take a photo and keep it. He was a real
blessing for our family with his spirit of prayer and
sacrifice.
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Davis Thattil CMI
ASSO, Attappady
Authentically Human

é ) r. Vineeth, Truly I love him
- and his style of teaching.
He speaks Philosophy,

Theology, spirituality and na-
tional politics very authenti-
cally...

He is very soft and sweet in
nature and welcomes and re-
ceives all with his smiling face
but authentic in thinking...

\_ _J

I love his classes on metaphysics. Still, I remember
some of his discourses, namely, being and having, per-
son and individual, meaning of change, authentic and
inauthentic, etc. He comes to the class room without
reference book and class notes and takes class very
clearly...

"RANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

I still remember
the discourses on
meditation  pan-
cha kosas and Nine
steps of Indian
meditation taught
in novitiate when I
was a novice...

I had deep ac-
quaintance  with |
him when he was
appointed as the member of Preshitharam. Though he
could not recollect my name he identifies the person
and makes friendly talk. It includes spirituality, Devo-
tion to Mother Mary and content of daily newspaper
reading. Vineethacha, I could not make friendly talk
before you leave this world...

One day I visited him in his room during his lunch-
time. while he was having meals, he was telling me,
I don't feel to take food but my Superior told me to
take food. Yes, he is highly spiritual and religious more
than that he is truly a human being. Vineethacha, the
great soul, pranamam!
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Kurian Kachappilly CMI, President, DVK

A Man of Authenticity

1/ ime flies, but memories

I never die. Distance does

not matter, for they re-

main in our heartbeats.” The

fond memories of Father Francis

Vineeth CMI, Guru and Mentor,

remain in our heartbeats, “for he

taught them [us] as one having
authority” (Mt 7:28-29).

Students, who followed the
lectures of Father Vineeth on Metaphysics or Exis-
tentialism, would have such gut feeling as “Wow, su-
per!” But, I doubt, how many would attest that Father
Vineeth lived and acted, as if he had authority! Yes,
indeed, Father Vineeth had authority, for he adorned
himself with several offices in the DVK, like Dean (Fac-
ulty of Philosophy), Vice-President, and President, the
highest office of the Pontifical Athenaeum. But I don't
think he has ever wielded his power over others, ei-
ther in the classroom or in the office. On the contrary,

as his very name “Vineeth” suggests, he was ‘humble’
and ‘humane’ with his characteristic pedagogy of the
heart.

Hence, the question remains: What does it mean to
say ‘he taught them [us] as one having authority’? In
the life of a Heideggerian like Father Vineeth, ‘author-
ity” is conceived and construed in terms of “authentic-
ity.” In Being and Time, “authenticity” is the translation
of the German word Eigentlichkeit, meaning ‘my own-
ness” or “being true to oneself.” For Heidegger, au-
thenticity refers to the unique and special moment in
human (Dasein’s) existence, when there is clarity about
the self, thereby carving out one’s unique and authen-
tic place in the world, doing one’s work with special
intent and self-knowledge. Indeed, ‘uniqueness” was
the hallmark of Father Vineeth’s life, characterized by
three elements: realization, understanding, and dis-
course.

“Realization” is a continuous process of discovering
the ‘real self” (real+i+zation). Father Vineeth, through-
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out his life, sought the meaning of self in its manifold
relationships. As his book, Call to Integration, suggests,
human reveals in its networking, or harmonious rela-
tionships. Harmony ad intra, for him, involves the inte-
gration of the human faculties:
the cognitive, conative and
the affective; and, on the other
hand, harmony ad extra en-
visions integration of the self
with other, nature, and God.
Father Vineeth always tried
to maintain an ‘integral’ ap-

proach’ in his life, which also ‘s
helped him to delve deeper l\

into the nature of things.

The term ‘understanding’
had become a cliché in Father
Vineeth’s lectures, medita-
tions, and reflections. Father Vineeth used to ask “Un-
derstand?” almost always at the end of each sentence.
For the Heideggerian Vineeth, “‘understanding’ did not
mean imposing your vocabulary (especially adjectives)
on others, or making claims of understanding other in
your own terms and conditions. As a true Heidegge-
rian, understanding, for Father Vineeth, is a process
of “making explicit that which was already implicitly

present.” For Heidegger, understanding is also closely
intertwined with ‘interpretation’, the capacity to reveal
the purpose or function and the totality of involve-
ment associated with an entity. The right disposition

to understand and interpret,

Father Vineeth would add,

must be the basic openness
-4 to the disclosure of beings.

£ 43 “Discourse,” for Heide-
gger, “is the basic signifi-
cation of logos.” In other
! words, discourse is the
©  meaningful articulation of
1 " the discovered intelligibil-
“¢i ity of humanity’s ‘being-in-
: ! the-world’. Father Vineeth,
= . the Heideggerian, takes
‘discourse” a step further as
meaningful articulation of words that are life-giving.
Logos in Greek means ‘word’, for example, the first
uttered word. As Saint John, the Evangelist, testifies,
“[...] the logos was with God and the logos was God”
(Jn 1:1). In the final analysis, discourse, therefore, is
the word of God, which is life-giving or salvific. That
is why Saint Peter, representing the disciples, said
to Jesus: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of eternal life” (Jn 6: 68). In the true sense, the
discourses of Father Vineeth, whether they were lec-
tures in the classrooms, meditations in the chapel, or
reflections and input sessions at seminars and confer-
ences, were really inspiring, for they were the disclosure

thala, fondly known as Fr.

Vineeth or Vineethachan, is
one among the amazing person-
alities  have met in the Preshitha
Province.

8 \ Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadake-

During my college days
1987 to 1992 and thereafter, I was

v
- : at Divyodaya doing what best I
\- — =/ could. I had chances of meeting
Fr. Vineeth a few times. Each time I have admired his
hard work, as he was always found to be working on
research papers. I was told by the CMI members that
he would spend late hours on his scholarly work.

A true synonym of determination and simplic-
ity... I was told that he was the one who coined the
term ‘Divyodaya’. He authored many books. His effi-

of his own life and vision. Hence, people — students,
friends, and well-wishers — followed him wherever
he had been, for he spoke with “authority’, or better in
Heideggerian terms, he spoke with ‘authenticity’.

Antony John, Lisieux MHS School
(Former Youth Member of Divyodaya)

Adieu Father Vineeth!

cient skill of using metaphors from English, Malay-
alam, and Sanskrit was really awesome.

Though my association was less, he carved a
thought in me that to serve the people is to serve the
Maker. Devoted people like him are like ‘the salt of the
earth’ as stated by the Lord. In 1993, if I am correct, he
was made the Vicar Provincial of Preshitha Province.
Otherwise, I have known him to serve Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram or Vidyavanam Ashram in Bengaluru.

Farewell, dear Fr. Vineeth: may you find glory in
the Lord and may your soul rest in peace!
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ram to see the ailing and

aged Fathers, especially Fr.
Vineeth. It was in January that
I met Vineeth when I visited
Preshitharam. Whenever I went
to his room, I found him seated
with a book in his hand. I don't
think that he must be reading it.
That is his habit, I suppose. He
had no distracting things, no phone, no WhatsApp, no
TV, etc. But when someone came to visit, he would re-
ceive him gladly. It was for me in my old age a lesson.
Others told me that he may not recognize me. When
I visited him, I had the book Story of Divyodaya in my
hand. He took it from me. I knew he may not read but
because he loved Divyodaya so much he wanted the
book. I asked him: “Do you know me?” He replied:
“JP!” That is the way he usually called me. Once he
told me that he could sit in the chapel looking at the
Tabernacle any length of time... Really, he was a mys-
tic. Though he was disturbed when he had to leave
Vidyavanam, which was the fruit of his dream, gradu-

Iloved to go to Preshitha-

John Peter Muringathery CMI

Divyodaya, Coimbatore

Towards Divine Awakening

ally, he had overcome such feelings and he was totally
free. He seemed always composed.

Fr. Vineeth was throughout his life in search of the
“divine consciousness,” his favourite expression. This
search led him to discover the complimentary nature
of religions. This has been the nature of all mystics.
They found unity in diversity. I think this basic search
led him to take Martin Heidegger and Ramanuja Acha-
rya for his postdoctoral studies at Oxford. As I came to
know from Fr. Thomas Aykara who was with him at
Oxford, Vineeth had the dream of an ashram from his
time at Oxford. We know how Vidyavanam became
an abode where seekers came to experience the Di-
vine. He was a true acharya and through his presence
Vidyavanam became an ashram where many came to
become his disciples and grow in divine conscious-
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ness. His understanding of inter-religious dialogue
stems from this understanding of the complimentarity
of religions. This is reflected in the message which he

sent to the Decennial Souvenir of Divyodaya.

Fr. Vineeth was one of the g
few who understood Divyo- #
daya from its start and al- [
ways stood by me. The name
Divyodaya is his gift, mean-
ing Divine Awakening. Dur-
ing our journey to Bangalore
after attending the provincial
synaxis at Thrissur in 1978 in
which the decision was taken
to make Coimbatore Region
into a Vice Province I shared
with Fr. Vineeth my dream of
staring a centre to receive peo-
ple irrespective of religions He suggested the name
Divyodaya, divine awakening. With grateful senti-
ments and a deep sense of loss I give the message he
gave to the decennial souvenir of Divyodaya.

“Divergent religions having long traditions of God-
experience through their own historical paths, con-
tribute quite a lot to the making and flowering of the
totality of the consciousness in humanity. None of our

religions singly contain
_ or convey the whole of
it. All of us are limited,
and we all need further
blossoming. It is to our
human nature situated
in this way in struc-
tures of limitation that
inter-religious dialogue
enters as a divine mes-
senger bringing to us
the word capable of
awakening the divine
within us.

Let Divyodaya as it celebrates its decennial be
happy about the fact that it has been a venue of dia-
logue and divine awakening. And let the Divine blos-
som further in all the members who visit this institute
for inter-religious dialogue and sharing.
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Peter Tyler, ux
‘Thirthankara’

the passing of Fr Francis
Vineeth CMI was announced
from India on Sunday.

I first met him at the ‘Mys-
ticism Beyond Bounds’ con-
ference at DVK/Christ University, Bengaluru in 2011
where he gave a presentation on mysticism from a
practitioner’s perspective. Amongst all the academic
discourse this made a profound effect. A few weeks
later I was privileged to visit him at “Vidyavanam’, the
Christian ashram he had created on the outskirts of
Bengaluru in Karnataka, where I was struck by how
much he had achieved in transforming a barren desert
into a spiritual oasis. On my subsequent visits to Vidya-
vanam I always felt it was like going to visit one of the
early desert fathers, living peacefully and in harmony
with nature as acolytes from all over the world came
to ‘seek a word’. We always had long and fascinating

It is with great sadness that

conversations and one thing he said changed my life.
After a conference in which he had switched with ease
from Latin to Sanskrit I asked how difficult it was to
learn Sanskrit. ‘Do you have any Latin?’, he replied.
“Yes’. “Then you will have no problem - so much of
Sanskrit is from the same root as Latin...”. And he was
right. I went on to study Sanskrit at London University
inspired by his wisdom. The last time I saw him was
at the last retreat he gave at Vidyavanam. It was quite
remarkable as his mind was half in this world and half
in the next - sometimes he seemed to be talking to un-
seen presences that helped the conference along. It was
an unforgettable experience.

Writing on Vidyavanam, Fr. Augustine Thottakara
CMI referred to how Fr. Vineeth cultivated the “Yoga
mind” at the ashram, integrating apparently bi-polar
realities of matter and spirit, describing him as an ex-
ample of a modern sannyasi ‘who tries to awaken the
religious-spiritual consciousness of the sadhakas and
develop in them a soul culture that is deeply rooted in
the age old principles of Indian spirituality and in the
immensely rich Christian spiritual traditions without
at the same time negating the positive values of matter,
body and this world.’
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In this respect, Fr. Francis himself suggested that
the heart of the renunciation required for the spiri-
tual life is samadhi. A term deriving from the Sanskrit
terms sama (equal) and dhi (mind) which Fr. Francis
describes as a ‘steadiness of mind obtained not merely
by the mastery over the faculties through which dis-
tractions enter but more by being in touch with the Di-
vine, the Lord who abides in the cave of one’s heart.’[1]
In this respect, the disposition of the practitioner is the
most important matter rather than the state or way of

life. For Fr. Francis, Jesus Christ displays the ultimate
manifestation of samadhi in the Gospels, not least in
his Passion. He suggests that samadhi leads to genu-
ine freedom, the sign of true spirituality, a person in
this state “is no more a slave of his impulses, not even
of “good” desires. He submits himself totally to the
divine will."[2] “"How does one achieve that state?’, he
asked in “The Asian Vision of God’ to which he replied:
‘it is because he has crossed over to the other side of
life and discovered the true hidden treasure of his life.
He is a thirthankara, one who has crossed over the
river of life. It is on this side of the river, in the world of
objects whether of senses or mind, that we are pulled
hither and thither’, but once we have crossed over we
inhabit ‘a world of light and delight as one experiences
the Lord as the ultimate source of all bliss and beati-
tude.’[3]

Our dear Fr Francis has now himself become a “thir-
thankara’ as he has passed to the other realm of bliss
of which he spoke so eloquently. May his prayers and
intercessions continue to bless and inspire us.

Requiescat in Pace!

[1] E. Vineeth, (2004) The Asian Vision of God, p. 159. [2] Ibid., p.164. [3] Ibid.,
p.161.




Patrick CMC, Former Provincial Superior, Palakkad

A Journey from Pleasing Acquaintance to Fond Recollection...

he Hand of God created
Tthe Universe in great zeal

of His supreme creatures,
who could Outwit the other
minor Creations... Yet, man
disobeyed God. Nevertheless,
man’s disobedience resulting in
God’s wrath gave birth to new
covenants.

The silent virus which has
robbed several lives together
has taught the world that nothing is permanent... Ev-
ery life on earth shall diminish. The days of hope seem
to be the days of despair. Amidst all such chaos, my
heart finds solace in the sweeter remembrance of my
spiritual friend Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala, who
also had fallen a prey to the bitter pangs of the virus. A
highly motivational scholar has inspired a number of
individuals in lighting up the power of the Holy Spirit.
His name “Vineeth” itself personifies the experience of

\_ _J

‘humbleness’. Yet one gets captivated with his practice
of patience adorned with humility.

The very light of oneness, no matter of religion,
was educated by Fr. Vineeth in those splendid days
when the plan of Divyodaya Interreligious Centre
was charted down. Fr. Vineeth is a personality beyond
understanding. His knowledge and spiritual insights
have paved the path of interreligious meetings for the
Spirit of Unison even in our proud city Coimbatore.

The one-week seminar in our Avila Convent had
surrounded us all with great memories. Fr. Vineeth’s
wonderful charm for classical genre is indeed appeal-
ing. Other than his spiritual endeavours, he had his
time saved for classics.

An evening incident brings in fresh aroma of his
acquaintance. The most important factor that led me
closer to his nature was his patience. That evening fa-
cilitated the furtherance of that virtue. The virtue ‘Pa-
tience” weaved the crown of his faithfulness towards
his calm nature. I had committed a task of visiting a
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place along with him one evening. The acceptance
towards evening changed into negative... But, to my
surprise, Fr.Vineeth smiled and replied:“It is alright”
and went on with his work.

That simple phrase surprised me of his goodness
of accepting any situation that came across positively.
Even after that simple incident, Father never gave me a
glimpse of ignoring or even showing a shade of anger
for my behaviour on the previous day.

A noble personality, who can smile at other’s mis-
takes, has only multiplied his blessings and prayers
from heaven. His motivating seminars had influenced
the audience with positive reinforcement which made
the entire week remarkable and memorable.

Beautiful is his soul which has ascended into
heaven to sing the unceasing glories along with the
hosts of archangels and cherubs. May his soul rest in
Jesus” arms!

Sebastian Athappilly CMI, Austria

A Tribute and an Appreciation

Juniorate (Ampazhakad) that

I met Rev. Fr Francis Vineeth,
then known as Fr Francis Va-
dakethala, for the first time. He
gave us the juniors a spiritual/
theological talk. One new in-
sight from his talk impressed
me then so much that I remem-
bered it ever since, and even

a ) It was in 1968, as I was in the

now, that is, even after 53 years! Fr Vineeth spoke to
us then about the work of redemption wrought by
Jesus Christ. He used the following analogy. He said, it
was like a musical director (conductor), when the first
violin in a concert, unfortunately strikes a false note,
composes on the spot a new concert that begins with
this false note that has been played! This note thus
did not become false any more, but the first note of the
new symphony! Similarly, God turned the false note
of the sin of our first parents into the first note of the
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new creation/symphony in Jesus Christ. This inspiring
thought has been accompanying me since then. Later
when I came across the words of St Augustine, who
spoke of the “fortunate fault” (“felix culpa”) of Adam
that brought us a wonderful Redeemer Jesus Christ, I
thought of what Fr Vineeth told us then.

After many years during my higher studies in the-
ology in Austria and Germany I had the opportunity to
be befriended with the late German family Geschwister
Riebesecker in Bavaria through Rev. Fr Norbert Edat-
tukaran. This was a family of three pious women be-
longing to the (lay) Third Order of Franciscans, two
siblings Theresa and Marianne, and their niece Liesel-
otte Ponnath, who were running a textile shop. This
family was a great benefactor of our congregation; they
have sponsored many of our seminarians and projects.
It was Fr Vineeth, through whom this family made the
first contact with our congregation. The acquaintance
began at the famous Bavarian Marian shrine in Altoet-
ting, a well-known pilgrim centre in South Germany.
Fr Vineeth was spending a few days there in retreat.
This contact and friendship between Fr Vineeth and
this family paved the way for a longstanding relation-
ship with our congregation. The greatness and spiri-
tuality of Fr Vineeth are manifested in that he did not

keep this acquaintance and connection only for him-
self, but shared it with many of our confreres, who had
been in Europe then. This was according to me an au-
thentic spirituality in the spirit of the vow of poverty, a
spirituality of sharing with others whatever you have,
not only money but also all the wealth and resources
of know-how, knowledge and information, power, ac-
quaintance and influence! Family Riebesecker always
spoke of “Pater Vineeth” in great love, respect and ap-
preciation.

My close contact with Fr Vineeth began while I
was at DVK (Bangalore) as a member of the teaching
staff from 1985. Later I had the pleasant opportunity to
work with him closely as the Registrar, while he was
the elected President of DVK for a term of three years.
Working with him was very smooth, relaxing and en-
lightening. He respected each member of the team and
considered our opinions and suggestions with due se-
riousness. I had also occasional discussions with him
on philosophical and theological subjects. He enlight-
ened me on many things, especially Heidegger’s phi-
losophy of being and Husserl’s phenomenology. My
Austrian friend Univ. Professor Dr Otto Koenig, who
visited India several times, was very much inspired by
the vision and insights of Fr Vineeth and invited him
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to the University of Graz (Austria) for guest lectures
on matters related to Indian philosophy and spiritual-
ity. Fr Vineeth could inspire the student body with his
erudite talks. All who stayed at his ashram Vidyava-
nam, which he started in Bangalore after retirement,
spoke to me in great appreciation of it. Among them

were also people from Germany and Austria. What
I appreciate most in Fr Vineeth is his simplicity and
approachability combined with original thinking that
has well digested both the Indian and Western philo-
sophical and spiritual insights and that he tried to in-
tegrate academics with spirituality!

Thomas Thottungal CMI, usa

BOO@ VoMV HIQM@MILNAVIW  @RYCDAVISHHID SO0

@RYBaURIOD MVoMVHI0 BIABUDMIH:
@flenarlw allm’l® ajeado dM@OIw
@RRELYOOUE: HOMal)EMNl)., GRA(B
@W)o, BRYEIRI@IAN. DAN)o af)aM]
Ol M0WOO AVAMEMHBOW] mlel
OHOVIAM).  2000-2002  HOLILIG
ORI DO af)HMO  alMEOD
a0l OTNOLI  @IRYBY(IAIBEMMERE
£IQOW GBREZaN. MULNOAlla| &@6amo
S& emigmodeaisuilonl ailayoaime
@R (VODTRI LITTNIAD D).

aEOIOM  23aHIAIO MIB @EIN)OHSIENHS O6HRIOIW
allZemomal}e, MVMUd0001,, BAMaNlMW). OUBOBG0ME
@RYBAURIO® MVAVHO0s af)OINWV)o @Y MBS0 AUSHO
¢WHO Maldudlaflgineowloyam).

[WoQI6M,,  AMMo, MIBIRLLOAVMH ag)VIAIVIENHS GMSIW
@RMYERAI 0 ITINIENSS QIIZADOMHB06MNE DO ED G000
MWBla] alEROMMBo EGMSIMI) af)IM EEANIM BLONAVY (Mo
)M} af)HMBO BN 1SEERSEIM3 @PLIWSIHNM). AllMI®ajom
©)o AUBHOCWHOMValBUDl2{15)88 B0)BOBUDME> MV)BRAEMIHD
an) amMOM  SOBHNAM).

[U0QIEMo, AMMo, MIGIRLYOATVM., B, FEEMIMo, HABMNo
DAUHWEII. MVAEETNTVNOW] 9UBH BB )} 306N Mo B3:00
SHAMOWIENHS DOMYH0alE20W] &Ailaf)&06mla] MmoMeS
al@lU0)EL BHMYHONCIVWEONIS BREZAOODIM) AUSHO BRSO
_dzlwowloyam).

80} G121V @EOBHIFIETM MLOWOCIHIT3 MIgRIGaLIg
MOaUM®3 1038SIMS MBS (A 1WIMAUNSIVIGS Qla] BREZAO
O®IM) ®IVEHEMOGIE MM BRY(B:0EM. EMGIESMEIQIAM
€03  HYJeRMBOVI)IM RalNOLIV]LNBS VEIMAMOLN.




%ﬁ‘é}fmﬁj q/ 174 @/;(/ﬁda/éﬁeﬂ- ﬁm/@ynm g//?ﬁfm

1@l GREN®)HS ARLYATVLOMWOLR 0 A 1AW Wo HYSIOD OB:HUNA|G
@RMYERAI algh)HAU2fIFIBB® ENIMIAN)e @RYUI 2103 B0 303
O EIOHH)AM).

BREGRAOOMIHIO 2 l050L10E1L10aH6BBEHLI0aNOV0)aM)
DOEMLNINOW)BS  @IRYUDBN)FOTD.  BIOMAVoMVBHOOAHIEN)
IM© G@RYODAVIGHIBG) EHOOAMBIMIWV] QY Wo6) 2 1) MIMIQUQYHM
GaloeLl N6Mo QOO alGl®RMOW] GRYWINOTIRIDWIG]HE

FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

aMERIMOVI0)AN)  BREZOAMIHMBO  AILNOWIO) @Y.
af)IMO@ af)Lld aldlAlMIAIEMHE8V). 6BEla] (BNOODID:
9HBAINO® MVAGQYWIAM (@ TMIMHA0 @1EIANIUIEIAIM.
@& BRANSEOMDHE DatiSHa s ANMI®alom TV@IMW)BS
@RYORAMVISHIGIHNIAABIMIWD af)dMEINENR0W] Qilglay)...
MOOHHLI00IBHN)e BHQOOIARLIAVLOMOWV] ] AllMI®ajM)o
«DJ@(&MW@gmomﬂaﬂoe@g@aﬁ (011 H] B9 Do...

Francis Xavier Vellanikkaran CMI, Coimbatore
An Elegy to the Acharya

Filled yet living wholly emptied

Yet his feet stayed fully rooted.

Glorious yet quite plain simple

Humble was he, humility his name
True to his other (name*), he loved nature
Lived as one with mother nature
Now has he carved in history a name!
The essence and existence strove he
To find the kernel in philosophy.
The victim and priest was One said he
To give the core of his theology.

Zenith did he reach twice and more,
That minions looked up with awe

His thoughts and ideas were;
Profuse did they flow out though
In words that didn’t seek to boast.
Passioned yet remaining detached
His heart burned for the ideals,
That were much above mere humans
Yet he gave in to no ‘lofty” passions.
Ventured he to bring two lines parallel
Indian and Christian, in truth, one.
Ashram or any place other was fine
To take it with zeal the fire within.
Guide, friend, philosopher... nay quite more
Was he to quite a lot, all his beloved;
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Neither did he keep count nor did he want
To list them as his sishya galore to boost.
Fruitful yet seemed pretty barren

Begot sons and daughters for Him,
Their numbers were quite a plenty
Never did he show to be thus rich.
Year after year he grew with élan
Down to be a child at heart;
Year after year also he grew in grace
Up to Him through Our Lady.
Trust ye fellow beings that

hen I was a theol-
ogy student in Dhar-
maram College, Ban-

galore, I was part of the Indian
liturgy group. Fr. Vineeth, being
a person deeply interested in
Indian spirituality, used to take
part often in the celebration of the Eucharist. I always

Guaranteed a mention he will,

When upon His Lap he reclines

Worthy rest that He grants!
Words can certainly do no justice
To this man of words so wise
Live out his ideals “twould suffice
The Lady and the Lord sure to please!

shanthi! shanthi! shanthi!

* Francis — a reference to the love of nature of St. Francis of Assisi.

Though his patron was St. Francis Xavier, he had a special filial affection
to St. Francis of Assisi.

Jacob Peenikaparambil CMI, Indore
Intelligence and Simplicity Walking Together

looked forward to his sharing of the Word of God. He
had a special skill to present the teachings of Jesus
relating them to Indian scriptures and philosophical
thoughts, and, at the same time, there were some ap-
plications to real life situations. He also made us un-
derstand the significance of chanting bhajans and how
they could be used for meditation.
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Although Fr. Vineeth was an original thinker and
had deep knowledge in the subjects he taught, he was
humble and ready to answer any question from the
students. Simplicity was the hallmark of Fr. Vineet;
his attire, dealings with others, the way he presented
his views and ideas, and
his method of answering
difficult questions reflected
his simplicity. He never
got irritated or became un-
comfortable when students
asked him tricky questions.
He used to say:“This is my
view or understanding and
other people may have their !
own understanding.” The
so-called intellectual arrogance was alien to him. He
never defended his views or opinions with arguments.
Of course, he used to present original ideas with con-
vincing reasons. At the same time, he gave the free-
dom to others to hold their own views. Because of his
acquaintance with the Hindu Scriptures and Indian
philosophy he might have been influenced by the Upa-
nishadic idea, Ekam Sat Vipra Bahuda Vadanti (“That
which exists is ONE, sages call it by various names.”)

His life and dealings with others always reflected
his humility, simplicity, and integrity. When I recol-
lect my memories about Fr. Vineeth, what comes to
my mind very prominently is his integrity. The sem-
inarians who undergo formation and the students
who study in the schools always look forward to role
models and the most im-
portant quality expected of
a teacher is integrity. What
I specially observed in Fr.
Vineeth was his childlike in-
nocence.Anyone could eas-
ily relate with him. There-
fore, the name Vineeth was
truly fitting to him.

While reading the book
Letters to His Schools by ]J. Krishnamurthi, I came across
the difference between ‘Intellect’ and ‘Intelligence’.
According to the author, “intelligence is the capacity
to perceive the whole. The very nature of intelligence
is sensitivity which is love. Without intelligence there
cannot be compassion. Compassion and intelligence
walk together.” All those who knew Fr. Vineeth will
agree that he was an intelligent person radiating sensi-
tivity and simplicity along with originality.
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Flavia FMM, Stella Maris, Chennai

Creative Thinker, Prolific Writer, Humble Learner

alackal CMI, Provincial, for

this opportunity to share few
words celebrating the life of Fr.
Francis Vineeth Vadakethala
CMI, who went to his Eternal
! . Abode on 30 May 2021. My as-
sociation with Fr. Vineeth began
in the late 80s when I first in-
vited him to instruct the young
religious FMM sisters on Indian
Spirituality.Since then, as a spiritual guide and friend,
he has impacted my life. The Retreat he preached to
our community and his session on prayer to the faculty
of our college linger vividly in my memory as both the
groups appreciated much the depth of his spiritual ex-
perience and clarity of expression.

Iam grateful to Fr. Saju Chack-

\_ _J

Fr. Vineeth has come across to me as an earnest
seeker of God, a fervent priest dedicated to his priestly
mission of teaching and preaching. His authenticity

was manifested in his simplicity, friendliness toward
all people irrespective of place, status, creed, and ed-
ucation. He will always be remembered as a creative
thinker, a prolific writer, a humble learner who loved
nature and silence and reflection on eternal truths not
to forget his helping nature that put no limits to his
time, energy in reaching out and complying with re-
quests of any type, whether the need was spiritual, in-
tellectual or any other, as the case may be.

Personally, I am extremely thankful to the assis-
tance I received from him as an academician par excel-
lence going through my doctoral thesis in literature,
chapter by chapter.You will be missed not only by
your family, confreres of your congregation as a pillar
of Dharmaram College and founder of Vidyavanam
CMI Ashram but by all whose lives you have touched
by your peaceful presence, cheerful service, contem-
plative outlook, and courage of conviction. There is no
goodbye as you are forever in our hearts. Thank you!
May his soul rest in peace!
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Jobi Thomas Thurackal CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru

A Man of Wisdom with Passion

Vineeth paid a visit to Lit-

tle Flower Minor Seminary,
Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore,
along with Fr. Thomas Payap-
pan, where I was a first year as-
pirant. Fr. Thomas introduced
him as professor in Dharmaram
holding double doctorates in
Philosophy and Theology from
Europe. Being an ignorant boy,
I looked at him with all admiration! The second en-
counter with him was when I came for my BPh studies
in Dharmaram. I could witness an excellent teacher,
immersed in wisdom and pouring it in simple terms.
He could take his students into the plenitude of philo-
sophical concepts of the East and the West. Fr. Vineeth
was an original thinker with less words, who could

In the first part of 1989, Fr.

emerge himself wonders of the nature with a magnif-
icent heart. He spoke less and reflected more, having
a calculated mind of expressing constructive and cre-
ative views. He was reluctant to have unproductive
and destructive conversations. Meanwhile, hours to-
gether he could spend with anyone to elaborate and
enrich productive concepts. A straight forwarded and
committed religious who found the value of time and
relationship in his journey to the God.

Most probably, it was in December 1995, our then
provincial Fr. Francis Thaivalappil CMI asked me, if
possible, to go and stay with Fr. Vineeth for two weeks
in a rented house at Bannerughatta, Bangalore. It was
the beginning days of the Vidyavanam ashram. Being
a first year college student and staying in the provin-
cial house, I agreed wholeheartedly to the proposal of
Fr. Provincial, even though I had to cancel my classes
for two weeks. The stay with Fr. Vineeth was an ever
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memorable one. Mr. Jose was there to help him. None
of us knew the basics of cooking! Whatever we cooked
he enjoyed well without any complaint. For, he was
well aware of his practical knowledge of cooking! Be-
ing my professor in philosophy he used to share cer-
tain Indian concepts of spirituality every day and I was
a good listener. At that age of sixty and having a po-
lio-affected leg, Fr. Vineeth was dare enough to take
up any physical challenge. One day, he had suggested
to visit a temple hill nearby our residence. He climbed
the hill with all enthusiasm and vigour. Though I was
tired of the climbing, he was very enthusiastic without
expressing his age-related difficulties. While we were
on the way back to the residence, he said in his own
style, “We can come again tomorrow evening!”

Another venture he initiated at that time was to
walk from Bannerughatta to the new land of present
Vidyavanam. It was a shortcut passageway of two and
half kilometres through the thick forest. The journey
was not easy, since we had to climb a hill and to walk
through a hazardous and lonely walkway with fear
of wild animals. For the first time three of us walked
together with much difficulty and reached the desti-

nation safely. Later, Fr. Vineeth walked many times
through the same walkway to look after the progress
of the construction of the ashram.

Since he wanted each residential building to
symbolize Indian tradition, the ideas of the drawings
given accordingly. It was on those days he received
the sketches of the buildings.I could witness, how
he enjoyed the drawings of each building. However,
he gathered the suggestions from others and once he
came to know the construction would be expensive,
he gave up the project and looked for something that
would reflect the simplicity of ashram.

Fr. Vineeth was a guru by nature and therefore,
to stay with him was a pleasant experience. Those
joyful and nourishing experiences with him took our
batch mates — Frs. Seby Vellanikkaran, Thomas Cha-
lackal, Wilson Chakkyath, Jose Kannampilly, Mr. Mar-
tin Brahmakulam, and myself — tovisit Vidyavanam on
every Saturday and did manual labour.

To conclude, Fr. Vineeth was an encyclopaedia of
simplicity, serenity, solitude, and wisdom. The seekers
could enjoy well from that God-given treasure abun-
dantly!
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James Aerthayil CMI, Palampra

Touched the Heart of Everyone

r. Francis Vineeth CMI has
F gone to his “Eternal Rest”

after a sufficiently long
committed and meaningful life
for God and the congregation. A
deeply religious personality as
he was, he cherished the word
“Rest” in his life and thought.
For him prayer, contemplation
and mystic experience were a
Rest, “Rest in God”. With his
deep knowledge of the mystical aspects of Indian
thoughts, and the knowledge and the experience of
western mysticism,” Resting in God” was a favourite
concept for him. On the seventh day, God rested after
the work of creation, which means God withdrew into
his own inner Being and Bliss, he rested. Fr. Francis is
now in the rest and bliss of God, enjoying the reward
for his jnana marga, life of holy wisdom and mysticism.
Let us thank God for the gift of this mystic thinker
Vineethachan.

\_

I deem it a privilege to have lived with him for
many years in Dharmaram Collage. He was a friend
of all and all enjoyed his company. He was very much
alive at recreations and conferences, deeply recollected
at prayer and meditations, eloquent and jovial in class-
room and on public platforms. He contributed very
much to the Indian and interreligious thought and
writing and composed even Sanskrit and Malayalam
Bhajans and songs for Christian and interreligious
prayer meetings.

I can never forget our journey together to the uni-
versities of UK to learn more about the university ed-
ucation system there. We visited Oxford, Cambridge,
Lancaster and Edinburg and held discussions with
number of scholars. I still remember our meeting with
Prof. Dr. Julius from Calcutta, who was the head of the
department of Indology at Cambridge. We had a very
fruitful discussion with him. He offered to write arti-
cles for the Journal of Dharma, published from Dhar-
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maram Vidya Kshetram, which he qualified as the best
periodical among the interreligious publications.

Fr. Francis touched the heart of everyone with
whom he came into contact. Today, therefore, many

mourn his death. I too express my love and appreci-
ation for Vineethachan through this note and convey
my condolences to the members of the province of
Coimbatore and Dharmaram collage. May his noble
soul rest in God!

Benny Nalkara CMI, Provincial, SH Province, Kochi
An Unforgettable Good Friday Sermon

y Association with Fr.
Vineeth started with
my first BPh classes

at DVK which were held in the
present JBC auditorium of DVK.
We were 138 students in number
and he taught us metaphysics.
Later, I had many opportunities
to interact with him, especially
when I came back to the campus
as a lecturer at DVK.

But a memory still I cherish is about a Good Fri-
day sermon at Vidyavanam. It was in 2009. I was in-
vited by Fr. Vineeth to give a sermon on Good Friday
evening. The audience consisted of hardly 25 people!

There were a group of people from Trichur who used
to come over there every year in the Holy Week to
make their annual Lenten retreat. But I was really dis-
appointed. I used to give Good Friday sermons with a
very passionate rhetoric style to comparatively larger
crowds. Here, I had no other way but to switch over
to a conversational style of speech. The people were
listening to me very keenly. I noticed that Fr. Vineeth
was gazing at me like a curious student.

At the end of my sermon, I narrated the story of
a European missionary who worked in African mis-
sions. He was a married person with two children. It
was a long time since he visited them. One day, he got
a message that his wife was sick. He was shocked and
sad. He was in an interior place close to the forest. It
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was not easy for him to reach the city and to fly home.
He sat on a rock and began to cry. After sometime he
saw a group of women fetching water from a nearby
pond in their pots. He also noticed that after filling the
pots they were putting small branches with leaves into
the water. It helped them keep the water from spilling
over the pots. He suddenly got an insight. The mission-
ary thought like this: “My sorrows of life spill over, but
I will put the Cross of Christ into it and it will prevent

from spilling over.”
y first encounter with
Fr. Vineeth was dur-
ing my Philosophical

Studies (1963-1966) at Dhar-
maram Vidya Kshetram, Ben-
galuru. During this time, he
was my teacher. As far as I can
recollect, he taught me Meta-
physics and Existentialism. His
lectures were really good and
interesting and his reflections
were thought-provoking and deep. He was not merely
lecturing on philosophical topics, but he used to inter-

When I concluded the speech, Fr. Vineeth came
forward and said: “What an inspiring sermon! Fr.
Benny, you have touched our hearts.” Then, he re-nar-
rated the story of the missionary and said: “Let’s put
that branch — the Cross of Christ — into the pots of our
lives that brim.” My great disappointment was turned
into tears of joy. That was the best Good Friday sermon
I have ever made. To my surprise, later, many a time
Fr. Vineeth recalled it whenever we met.

Namaste, Great Teacher!

Alex Thannippara CM],
Saint John’s Monastery, Mutholy

My Teacher, Friend and Guide

sperse his lectures with beautiful personal reflections.
The atmosphere of his classes was relaxed and pleas-
ant. He really paid attention to each and every student
of his class.

In 1985, after my higher studies, when I joined
the Faculty of Philosophy as a member of the staff, Fr.
Vineeth also was there. Very soon we became good
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friends. We used to share our ideas and even intimate
feelings. During this time, I found Fr. Vineeth as a very
sincere, transparent, delicate and sensitive human be-
ing. He loved and appreciated his confreres very sin-
cerely and warmly. It was almost an impossibility for
him to insult or cause pain to a confrere. Sometimes,
when one or the other member of the community mis-
understood him or took offence of him because of no
fault of his, he used to go out of his way and make real
and sincere effort to get reconciled to him and win him
back. Thus, he was a serene, patient, loving and pleas-
ant presence in the community.

From my experience, I am convinced that he was
a philosopher mystic. Hs writings like, Discovery of Be-
ing, a work on the Philosophy of the famous German
Philosopher Martin Heidegger, Foundations of World
Vision, a text book on Metaphysics, and several other
similar works bear eloquent witness to the fact that Fr.
Vineeth was a genuine and authentic philosopher.

Fr. Vineeth has written several books and book-
lets on meditation, spiritual practices and exercises,
etc. He was above all, a man of prayer. Like our Father
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, he could sit at the feet of
the Eucharistic Lord long hours immersed in contem-
plation. During such hours his face used to radiate the

joy of being with his loving Lord. He could forget ev-
erything and sit with the Lord conversing with him.

Fr. Vineeth had always an inclination and taste
for simple and prayer life. The best proof for this
fact was that for a short time he lived in very simple
huts together with a few scholastics, who were per-
sonally interested, in the Dharmaram campus itself.
Fr. Vineeth’s interest and passion for contemplative,
prayerful and simple life found its culmination in the
founding of Vidyavanam Ashram at Bannerghatta, in
the suburbs of Bengaluru. With the help of some gifted
artists like, Fr. Joy Elamkunnapuza CMI, he designed
the Ashram Campus with real beauty and great orig-
inality. The central point of the whole campus was of
course the “Ant Hill Chapel”. It was designed like a
cave and decorated with beautiful Indian and Chris-
tian symbols. He might have designed the Ashram
Chapel in the shape of a cave inspired by the Upa-
nisadic dictum “Brahman is to be sought after in the
cave of one’s heart.” Fr. Vineeth was convinced that
God was to be sought in the cave of one’s own heart,
i.e., in the innermost of one’s own being, or in silence
and contemplation. The whole ambience of the small
and beautiful chapel was very suitable for silent per-
sonal prayer and meditation.
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Fr. Vineeth’s simple, silent and contemplative life
in the Ashram very soon attracted groups of Priests,
Seminarians and Religious Sisters, as in the case of the
ancient desert Fathers, to get his personal guidance
for a life of simplicity and contemplation. He could
effectively guide them and help them. And all those
who came to the Ashram highly benefited from Fr.
Vineeth’s instructions, guidance and above all his in-
spiring and exemplary personal life.

Thus, in my perception, Fr. Vineeth was a noble

ver a quarter of a cen-
tury (1966-1993) 1 was
fortunate enough to

work with Fr. Francis Vineeth
as a member of Dharmaram
College as well as Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram. Immediately
after my term of office as Pres-

human being of childlike simplicity and humility, no-
bility and generosity. He was an excellent and original
thinker and teacher. He was a genuine CMI religious,
according to the model of our Father St. Kuriakose
Elias Chavara, who could find real joy in prayer and
contemplation. He was an effective and exemplary
spiritual guru and guide.

I would like to describe Fr. Vineeth’s whole life
with the help of a Latin saying: “Bonum est diffusivum
sui ipsius” meaning, “goodness radiates by itself.”

Thomas Kadankavil CMI, Kottayam
A Man Who Stood for Indian Way of Spirituality

ident of DVK Fr. Francis Vineeth succeeded me as I
was in the thick and thin to bring in the completion
of DVK Campus development. When I came back to
Dharmaram after my term as novice master Fr. Francis
Vineeth as President of DVK was involved very much
in the planning and executing of the present cafete-
ria in the campus. What I identify in him as a special
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mark is his interest in and his passion for developing
an Indian Christian theological school assimilating all
that is found unique in Indian spiritual traditions. In
this connection, I also recall the Indian Liturgy intro-
duced in the National Seminar on “Church in India” at

’ ather Francis Vineeth im-

1 Fpressed me from the very
v first class on Existential-
.= ism that he taught 36 years ago
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram,
Bengaluru. He was not just a
teacher, but an ardent seeker of
the emerging reality that he encountered in the class-
room and outside of it. When a question was posed to
him he got into a reflective mode, intuited the images
that arose from the depth of himself, articulated it with
profound wisdom and it looked like a new idea was
given birth! When he stumbled into a deep insight,
one could observe a smile and a brief silence before he

Dharmaram College in 1969. At that time, Fr. Francis
Vineeth and his colleagues were giving a vital gush to
the incipient Indian theological school of research and
study which became a hallmark of his personality in
the course of time.

Pancratius MSC, Bengaluru
A Reflective Thinker and Mystic

put them into words. The students could understand
that was a new idea that he had just stumbled into and
he was still enjoying the insight before he shared with
his students. Anyone who was deeply involved in the
class would come out with a learning for life.

During my doctoral studies in clinical psychol-
ogy there were many occasions I remembered Father
Vineeth, especially during the course on inter-sub-
jectivity theory in Psychodynamic school of thought.
What he taught about inter-subjectivity resonated
during this course in a very personal way and still
continues to resonate in my clinical work. There are
times when I apply metaphysical principles in my
homilies: you cannot but remember his classes which,
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once again, come alive in the reflections. Yes, this man
was indeed a mystic, who made sense of God’s pres-
ence in various ways, touched people by his inspiring
thoughts and gestures. May his spiritual presence con-

tinue to inspire his privileged students to imitate him
in being reflective in their respective ministries! May
the Lord continue to see the glory shines forth in the
humble men and women like Father Francis Vineeth!

Paulachan Kochappilly CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru
Joyful Harp of the Spirit: An Awakened and Integrated Consciousness of V. F. Vineeth

ather Francis Vineeth Va-
Fdakethala CMI was a per-
son of joy and spread the
fragrance of it in silence and
sound. His joy was radiant and
crescent. A sweet smile was

on his face always, glowingly
growing as years passed by.

I consider that Father
Francis lived the ideal of Jesus,
“I have said these things, so that my joy may be in you
and your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11) throughout
his life. Joy was the key to his life.

At the heart of his heart, there was joy, flowing
down through his words and gestures, a man singing
and dancing for joy. A hallow of the innocent and in-

domitable spirit of joy made him special and genuine.
While he was lost in search of the Ineffable, Father
Vineeth was found connected with miseries and suf-
ferings of humanity.

Recollecting his sweet and charming presence
amidst us while he was alive and active, I would like to
quote the first verse from Madhurashtakam, which fits
his personality so well:

TET YT A AYR AT AL N2 1
Adharam Madhuram Vadanam Madhuram Nayanam
Madhuram Hasitam Madhuram

Hrdayam Madhuram Gamanam Madhuram Mad-
hura-Adhipater-Akhilam Madhuram
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Your lips are sweet and charming, your face is
sweet and charming,
Your eyes are sweet and charming and
your laughter is sweet and charming,
Your heart is sweet and charming and your walk-
ing is sweet and charming;
Everything about you is sweet and charming,
O Lord of sweetness!

Father Vineeth was indeed a sweet person.He was
an artist to the core and had a creative touch to all what
he did. He took time to enjoy events and moments in
life.So, people were drawn to him, especially artists in
different fields of life.And, in turn, by providing in-
sight and inspiration, he encouraged and empowered
them to do great works surpassing the times.

The Holy Spirit was his source of strength and
he was engaged in a search of the Ineffable.Joy welled
up because of his awakened consciousness. Awakened
by the Holy Spirit, Father Vineeth seemed to have
worked out all his creative and innovative projects as a
single continuum, which he named as “call to integra-
tion.” As you are awakened, so are you integrated. For
him, nothing was alien, everything has a relevance and
significance in the larger canvas of life.

Moved by the Holy Spirit, Father Vineeth was

free like a child of God and firm in his conviction.He
was bold and solid on matters of truth, goodness, and
beauty; there was no compromise on the question of
freedom and justice.He spoke truth to the power. His
paper on “Justice and Reconciliation: The Sad but Liv-
ing Story of a Church in Fetters” is in clear relief to his
awakened consciousness and fearless stance.

Filled with Holy Spirit, Father Francis showcased
a genuine taste for all that is genuinely Christian,
Eastern, and Indian.Beyond doubt, in him, there was
a genuine confluence of Indian Eastern Christianity,
the three tributaries awakening him to be one with the
Ineffable.His initiative to get the sketches of the litur-
gical seasons of the Syro Malabar Church drawn by
Joy Elamkunnapuzha CMI and supplying his own En-
glish texts highlighting the spirit of each season pub-
lished in the CMI Diary of the 1980s is a testimony to
his filial devotion to his mother Church.Later, when
he constructed a chapel in Vidyavanam Ashram,
Bhoothanahalli, Bengaluru, he, out of his love for and
commitment to the Eastern liturgy, made it a point to
get those sketches drawn on colour glasses in it.

Father Vineeth was a man of wonder and he loved
mysteries. On more than one occasions, he has shared
his great regard and appreciation for the Syro Malabar
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Eucharistic Liturgy, the most ancient liturgy of Mar
Addai and Mar Mari.He told me that the anaphora
of the Liturgy of our Church is marvellous and out-
standing, which should be preserved and celebrated
wholeheartedly.It is the celebration of the Mystery of
Christ and the mystery of the world, including human
beings. And I have seen him enjoying the celebration
of the Liturgy thoroughly.

Above all, in Father Vineeth, we encounter a
mystic poet, who sees, muses, and takes all things
and events as parts of the whole, the Mystical Body
of Christ.He leaves a legacy of contemplation of the
Lord in everything and all things in the Lord after the
example of Mary, our Mother, who contemplated the
mysteries of God in her Magnificat.

Arun Antony Chully CMI

Huge Impact on Generations

r. Vineeth made a huge impact on generations of Indian Christian religious to
discover and embrace the Indianness in their Christian living! May his soul rest

in peace!

Father Vineeth liked, loved, and lived everything
true, good, and beautiful in Indian, Eastern, and Chris-
tian heritage to the best of his ability, integrating all
things on his journey towards the day of the Lord, on
Sunday, 30 May 2021.

To conclude, I quote four lines of his poem in one
of his articles, “In Search of the Ineffable” (V. F. Vada-
kethala, 2009, 33-34):

How long shall I go on searching?
When shall my search become seeing,
And thought become touching,
Reason move to faith,

And faith become resting in you?

@ 2 )




ather Vineeth CMI, a
/" F much-admired profes-

sor at Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram, Bengaluru, was a
great personality who used to be
a frequent visiting professor in
Guna and gave spiritual anima-
tion and classes to the Sisters as well as the candidates.
He was an expert in Indian way of meditation and con-
templation. I recall his commendable role in preparing
the first batch of three Novices for their first profession

Philips Pontheckan CMI

A Man of Simplicity

r. Vineeth was a man of simplicity, a lovely person with great philosophy in
mind, body, and spirit: really it is a great loss for Preshitha Province. May

his soul rest in peace!

Mariet CSSE, Sisters of Saint Elizabeth

An Inspiring Animator

for the first time in India. The theme of his prepara-
tory retreat centred around three Indian concepts of
Archana, Vandana, and Shanti, which were accepted
as their names in the Congregation at their first pro-
fession when they became Sisters of Saint Elizabeth.
He is not only a holy ascetic but also a very simple,
gentle and noble man. I gratefully remember him and
thank the Lord for the precious gift of Father Vadake-
thala CML”

(From A Journey of Faith into the Unknown by Sr. Mariet
CSSE, pages92-93)
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dent a thought or an insight,

which is like a spark that
will get ignited in the course
of time, he/she is a trailblazer
for a generation. The concepts
of Dasein and Panchakoshas,
which have created sparks in me from the course of Fr.
Francis Vineeth, continue to make me search for the
meaning of Sein in relation to the earth and heaven and
to continue striving for an inward journey to the Anan-
damayakosa. 1 can still recollect an idea that impacted
me from his class: Dasein gets meaningful existence
only in relation to the other and the Other. This idea,

If a teacher can instil in a stu-

a0la] MI3eINOI® AlMI®a B, @O0 GaldleamO &:006m
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2maUol®e. MWSIeNes ®soes.

]oy Phlllp Kakkanattu CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru

Impact: A Tribute to Father Francis Vineeth CMI

which has remained with me ever since 1984, has made
me look for its biblical equivalents. Now I know that
the basic idea of biblical covenant is relationality.

His classes on Metaphysics helped me not to stop
at the phenomena and to ponder over the thought be-
hind the phenomena, which is the Divine.

The importance of integration of various streams of
thoughts, an idea which was powerfully and convinc-
ingly communicated in his classes helped me to search
for a middle path, avoiding extremes, as I believe that
any avouchment to one extreme would make us intol-
erant to others and may make us one-sided in our per-
spectives.
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Joby Chakkalackal CMI, Germany

Gentle and Humble in Heart

heart, and you will find rest for your souls”

(Mt 11.29). It is the first and prime thought that
flashes through my mind, whenever I think of our
beloved Vineeth Achan, who lived an exemplary life,
exactly as how our Lord Jesus teaches us. Vineeth
Achan’s name and his body language always proved
that he is humble in heart.

l earn from me, for I am gentle and humble in

What he taught us during the
Metaphysics classes demanded
high concentration and
intelligence. However, his simple
pedagogy, which is unique, made
it easy to grasp the subtle ideas.
He never imparted us a feeling
that he is a great serious Professor




of Philosophy and that he was teaching us one of the
most abstract subjects, whose theories stood above the
universe.He taught through a simple methodology so
that nobody could say, we are punched. He always
began humbly so that nobody could say, he is away
from us. He made himself humble so that nobody
could say, he is greater than us: that is exactly how
Jesus lived in this world. Jesus made himself as simple

as a little bread so that he continues to live forever in

the hearts of many. Vineeth Achan lived so humble
that his memories would stay forever in our hearts.

Now it is our turn to learn from you, dear Vineeth
Achan, because you were gentle and humble in heart.
We will find rest and peace for our souls through your
humble words and life.

]oseph Vithayathil CMI, Attappady
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Vidyavanam Ashram at Bannerghatta, Banga-

lore, was a real genius of his own time, an original
thinker, very strong in his convictions, a contemplative
in prayer life, a man of simple life and a role model
for all of us. His great desire to begin an Indian Chris-
tian Ashram got realised on 3 January 1997 when he
started the Vidyavanam Ashram at Bangalore. It was
his cherished dream for Ashram life for many years

Fr. Francis Vineeth, the charismatic founder of

Antony Puthenangady CMI

Vidyavanam Ashram, Bengaluru

The Charismatic Founder of Vidyavanam

and because of it he collaborated with Ashram life in
Dharmaram Campus in 1979.

At your departure not only the inmates of Vidyava-
nam but also all the buildings here stones, trees, plants
and even sand particles mourn your death. For the
helping staff members of Vidyavanam Rev. Fr. Vineeth
was a very tender loving father. For Mr. Jose and Mrs.
Molly, he was everything of their lives.

For me Rev. Fr. Vineeth was my philosophy profes-
sor from the year 1968-70. I recall his very inspiring
classes. He integrated Indian and western thoughts in
his classes.

Since this is the Silver Jubilee year of Vidyavanam
Ashram we wanted to have you very much in our
midst for the Jubilee Celebration. But God’s will was
otherwise. Dear Fr. Vineeth even though we miss you
physically your spirit will be with us to inspire and
lead. We will carry on your legacy.
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Serene CMC, Tirupur
My Guru Father Francis Vineeth

A real Guru embarks and enlightens his disciples! A Guru, I saw in you a mystical vision of ashram life!
An embodiment of love, divine and selfless service! A Guru with integrated spirituality, a sense of austerity!
An inspiration to all, with his exemplary life! A Guru, in silence, studies, solitude, and tranquility!
A religious, I am grateful to you for moulding me! A Guru, in his endeavours, ventured the heights of sanctity!
You were there always to understand, to perceive our thirst, 1, a religious, adorn the real Guru in your shadow!
You quenched our personal thirst to meet the Spirit, I admire the guiding spirit in you, led us to the Param Guru!
You treated everyone with equanimity and uniqueness, I acknowledge you, another Christ, in all your acts,
You led us to the core of our committed religious life! I feel proud that I met a true divine self in you!
My devout Guru, I am grateful to you with my life, Today, in your absence, your voice echoes in our ears
My courage, my self-confidence are your enrichments, Today, tomorrow, ever, your radiance enlightens us, hope!
My spirit is still with the ‘Abba experience’ you rendered, Thousands may be led to the heavenly abode of eternity
My heart fondles the cherished memories you nourished! There you dwell, in the joy of eternal peace!
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ather Francis Vineeth Va-
F dakethala CMI is always

remembered as an icon of
contemplation and as a model
of simplicity and integrity. I re-
member him mostly, besides the
classrooms, in the Indian Liturgy
Chapel of Dharmaram College,
Bengaluru. I could experience
his depth in spiritual life and his
commitment and interest to de-
velop an ‘Indian Liturgy’. He used to say that our faith
should be experienced and expressed according to the
culture and attitude of the people.

His prayers and his unction during the time of
‘Indian Liturgy” were so touching that it would take us
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Anto Thekkudan CMI, Kenya
A Light to Lead Us in the Darkness

to our innermost heart and facilitate the experience of
the presence of God within. “Aham Bramaasmi; Aham
Atma Brahaman, and Tatvamasi” were the mantras
that he used to chant to bring home the essence of
Upanishadic wisdom.He taught us to see the real pres-
ence of God within and in the whole Nature.

Now our guru Father Vineeth is no more with us,
but he is with his Sat Guru - Jesus Christ. I appreciate
and thank him for all the inspiration given to me to
live in a religious community joyfully and to work for
the people of God. Let his sweet memory remain in
our hearts as a light to lead us in the darkness and an
inspiration for thousands to come.
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Anjo Cherriakkara CMI, Santhome Home, Chennai
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Varghese Puthuparampil CMI, Vicar General, Eparchy of Chanda
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Anto Vattakuzhy CMI, Dharmaram, Bengaluru

A Life of Mystical Integration

itual guide and a great acharya, with very firm

foundation in the realizational wisdom rooted in
Jesus Christ, completed his earthly pilgrimage at the
age of 86 and left for his eternal abode on Sunday, 30
May, 2021 on the feast of the Most Holy Trinity. A per-
son who always wanted and enjoyed the community
life integrated himself as part of the archetype of com-
munity: the Most Holy Trinity.

F r. Francis Vineeth, an eminent academician, spir-

Fr. Vineeth was a simple, humble, straight forward
religious priest with a deep sense of contemplative
spirit and prayer. He was a genius with double doc-
torate in theology and philosophy. He was a voracious
reader and a prolific writer. He authored a number of
books and articles. As a poet, he composed a number
of Christian bhajans, hymns, and contributed many
inspiring meditations. His beautiful blending of Indi-
an-Christian thoughts made him a very popular seeker
of Indian spirituality. As the founding director of
Vidyavanam Ashram at Bannerghatta, Bengaluru, he
became an Acharya making ripples in the thought-pat-

terns of the seekers of truth from India and abroad.

He served as professor of philosophy at DVK for more
than 35 years and headed it as its President, Dean of
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the Faculty of Philosophy, etc. He had also served
Preshitha Province, Coimbatore, as its Vicar Provin-
cial and Director of Vidyavanam Ashram. He was a
well-known retreat preacher, an original thinker, and,
above all, a person with a kind and compassionate
heart with very loving nature. He was the only Asian
representative selected to be a board member of Car-
melite Spirituality in the Philippines.

Fr. Vineeth was true synonym for determination,
truthfulness, and simplicity: a person who was very
much down to earth. He was an exemplary religious
priest who lived his religious consecration so faithfully
and joyfully. He was simple in lifestyle, gentle in na-
ture, and always positive in attitudes. Integration was
the central thread of his creative thinking. His life was
an integration of sravanam-mananam-nidhidyasanam
and bhakti-karma-jnana. He did everything with nish-
kama karma. He was an original thinker, philosopher
who kept on seeking the divine at the heart of being.
He was a progressive theologian who found the Di-
vine in his lived-world and genuine mystic in his basic
vision. He knew the meaning of Vatican II's invitation
for inculturation. His contributions to the formation
of Bharatiya Puja as well as the Indian Rite ritual for
profession in the CMI congregation were unique. His

real wealth was his knowledge, prayer experience, and
simplicity, which he wanted to share with everyone.
He was a very good teacher, appreciated and respected
by his students.

As Vidyavanam Ashram celebrates 25 years of
its existence, the sad demise of Fr. Vineeth has resulted
in an irreplaceable loss. As a true spiritual person, he
used to sit in meditation for hours together. Indeed, it
was this consistent practice that made him a contem-
plative mystic. The Carmelite saints like St. Theresa of
Avila, St. John of the Cross, Little Theresa of Jesus and
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara inspired him very much
and he tried to imitate them in his prayer life. His in-
spiring meditations — both audio and video — would
tell us the quality of his meditations. He wrote, for
example, “nithyavum nin pade dyanichirippanum
sathyathin kanthima kanuvanum, sishiyamennil nin
rupam rejikkanum enne orukku ni jeeveswara.”

Though Fr. Vineeth has gone from this land of the
dying, he, for sure, continues to rejoice in the Lord
of the living; he has made heaven his home. May the
Lord grant him eternal reward and may his soul rest
in peace!
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nowledge can make man
capable; wisdom can
make one sensible; but

only spiritual wisdom can make

man humane. I met a man in
1979 while I was doing my Phi-
losophy in Dharmaram College, a man of true spiritu-
ality and deep wisdom, none other than Fr. Vineeth.
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Jose Paul Edakkalathur CMI, Shoranur

A Joyful Musing of a Guru and Acharya

What he learned he lived, mastered, and taught.
He combined his mastery in Philosophy and Theology
into a way of life; this life he shared with his students.
His life in the kudil was an expression of his interior
blending of Eastern and Western philosophies and
theologies and it became an experiment, example, and
experience for him and his students.




A man of true spirituality and wisdom shall be
simple, sincere, humorous, etc. Once, while we were
talking during the recreation, one of us casually
pointed out to him that one button of his shirt is miss-
ing, to which he instantly
remarked with all simplic-
ity: “We need one person
who can stitch at least for
ten priests.” A loud laugh-
ter was the result...

I had very close rela-
tionship with Fr. Vineeth
which I cherish to remem-
ber. As a philosophy stu-
dent, I did electives under
him; he directed my phi-
losophy paper and, above
all, he was our senior tu-
tor. It was he who taught
us the meaning of “having’
and ‘being’, ‘sein” and ‘Das Sein’. My appreciation to-
wards him was on the increase as I had the chance to
work with Fr. Jose Chungan in translating Call to In-
tegration, his renowned publication on religious spir-

"RANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

ituality, into Malayalam (Sanyasa Yogam). When CMI
Bhavan, Palakkad, was re-baptized, I had no doubt
about its name, ‘Samagra’, which means ‘Integrated’.
Its open, eco-friendly structure, rain water harvesting

of unique nature, solar
powered energy system,
bio-gas plant, and bio-
waste agriculture, every-
thing was inspired from
the concept of ‘Integra-
tion”.

I proudly remember
the printing of the first
brochure about Vidyava-
nam Ashram, using my
computer and printer.
We had a long chat be-
fore that, which resulted
in the formatting. Even
later in his life he used to
recall that incident with a lot of appreciation. A man of
spiritual wisdom...

Fr. Vineeth was a true contemplative, both ac-
quired and infused. Through learning and ascetical
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life, he acquired contemplation which pleased God
to gift him with infused contemplation, leading to
a genre of mysticism of his own, the Acharya in the

Ashram and a Guru for
numerous.

He was much
concerned about the
Preshitha Province and
its members. While
we were travelling to
Dharmaram in 2018 to
participate in the func-
tion arranged to honour
the veteran achievers of
Dharmaram, including
Fr. Vineeth, we were
talking  continuously,
especially  regarding
our Province and the
members. That was the

FRANCIS VINEETH VADAKETHALA CMI

Every student of him is proud to acknowledge
that. Everyone who came into contact with him likes
to cherish those moments. The wisdom he poured out

was enormous, but sim-
ple and digestive. The
way he lived was hum-
ble but challenging. He
could synthesize both
the East and the West...
Secular and Sacred...
Mountain and Ocean...
Philosophy and The-
ology... Heaven and
Earth... and, finally,
Divine and Human...
His life was always an
open-book in which
he was trying to write
“How to transcend hu-
manity with all its lim-

time when he was slowly falling into dementia. Yet, he itations into Divinity without any boundaries at all.”

was eloquent and inquiring on the topic. He was quite That is the huge legacy Fr. Vineeth has left behind
grateful to the Congregation and the Province for what  him, for us to continue... Thanks be to God for the per-
he was and he had. son of Fr. Vineeth!
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Naiju Jose Kalambukattu CMI, Samanvaya, Bhopal

Vineethly in Mission

(~ )

y memories of Fr.
Francis Vineeth go
back to 2009 when I,

along with my confreres, made a
journey from Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram, Bengaluru, where I
pursued my Licentiate in The-
ology to Vidyavanam Ashram,
) located in Bhoothanahalli vil-
lage, nearly 6 km away from
Bannerughatta. I met the acha-
rya Francis Vineeth at the ashram but it was a casual,
passing meeting and hardly we spent an hour at the

ashram. That was the only meeting I had with this man
of great intellectual acumen, academic calibre, and pro-
found spirituality. Though it was a short visit without
any prior notice, the alacrity with which he welcomed
and the hospitality he extended prompted us to think
as if he were waiting for us with bated breath. As Pope
Francis states, “Fraternal love increases our capacity
for joy” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 128). With a bright smile,
he radiated “a positive and hopeful spirit” (Gaudete et
Exsultate, 122). As his name “Vineeth’ signified, he was
quite unassuming.

It was a mind-boggling experience to be there in
the ashram premise at the top of the hill and walking
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around the campus along with Fr. Vineeth, who ex-
plained every detail of the master plan, structure, es-
tablishment, ideals of the ashram, and the lifestyle of
the ashramites. He never minced words on the ideals
of simple and contemplative dimensions of ashram
life, which demonstrated his passion for the same, un-
flinching faith and nimbleness to cope with the crisis.
He had immense confidence in God and believed that
all things are possible through him who called him,
and this confidence in the Lord was visible in the chal-
lenging situations like starting the ashram life which
he cherished even as a research student at Oxford.
Everyone in the group marvelled at the person and
mission of Fr. Vineeth, who always remained free of
anxiety of any kind and trusted in the Lord who in-
vited his followers to “seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness...” (Mt 6:33). On this trust he lived and
worked for the Lord (Lk 12:28).

Fr. Vineeth explained to our curious minds how
having imparted wisdom to many of his students in
Vidya Kshetram, temple of wisdom, he established
Vidyavanam, forest of wisdom, where many seekers
experienced the Ineffable One. Prayer as a sublime
means of relating to the Lord, he spent much time in
prayer and contemplation, and it resulted in growing

wisdom, sagacity, and simplicity of life. “For the Lord
gives wisdom; from His mouth comes knowledge and
understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the up-
right; he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly”
(Prov 2:6-7). Fr. Vineeth promoted simple and con-
templative life in tune with the Indian and Carmelite
spiritual traditions to bequeath the spiritual legacy of
the founding fathers of the CMI Congregation to the
future generations. Through his simple life and open-
ness, he radiated the joy of the Gospel. His words and
gestures expounded his faith as solid as rock, ability to
go beyond and to look at the reality with openness that
equipped and empowered him to be creative, original,
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and genuine. As a great and genuine acharya, who was
innovative in thinking, he could guide and lead many
sishyas and sadhakas to the farther shore of darkness.
He could do these and many other great services to
the Church because he hearkened more intensely to
“what the Spirit says to the Churches” (Rev 2:7). It
was with profound admiration, respect, and love we
bade a fond farewell to the simple and humble mystic,
who tirelessly sought to obtain unity with or absorp-
tion into the Absolute and tried to express the desire
through his lofty poems. In him we found a genuine,
jovial, and loyal religious, who took pride in being an
Indian Carmelite of Mary Immaculate, and “in mission

feel deeply sad about
Ithe sudden demise of
our beloved Fr. Vineeth.
Vineethachan was very close to
the Elizabethan Sisters of Van-

by virtue of his very consecration” (Vita Consecrata 72).
As we commenced our journey back from Vidyavanam
to Vidya Kshetram, after a dramatic silent driving, one
in the group exclaimed of “our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us” (Lk 24:32) and listening to
him.

Now, as in the case of Fr. Vineeth, “the dust re-
turned to the earth as it was, and the breath returned
to God who gave it” (Eccl 12:7), we pray: “Lord, God
Almighty, look with mercy on those who are deceased.
Protect those who are alive, and grant glorious resur-
rection to those who died with the hope of resurrec-
tion” (The Order of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana, 122).

Emmanuel CSSE, Vandana Convent, Guna

Memories of Fr. Francis Vineeth CMI

dana Convent, fondly known as Guna Sisters.

We had returned from Germany in the year 1974
after 10 years of training and stay there. As we had
our formation and professional training in Germany,
we were quite unaware of the Indian Spirituality and
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North Indian culture. Hardly we learnt a few Hindi
words when we landed in India. Although Bishop
Clemens and the CMI Fathers of those days initiated
us to the North Indian culture, it was Vineethachan
who introduced us into Indian spirituality and incul-
turation. It was the peak point of inculturation pro-
grammes in the Church and in religious life after Vati-
can II. The winds of Vatican II blew very strongly and
brought in a new perspective at all realms of life.

Vineethachan was an erudite scholar; yet, he was
very simple and humble in his approach and very
gentle in nature. He was a very good spiritual guide
and leader. As he was guiding the first three sisters,
namely, Vandana, Archana, and Shanti for their first
profession, he was thrilled to initiate them into In-
dian spirituality and suggested the above names for
them. Vandana is bowing to the divine, acknowledge-
ment of His presence leading to Archana, worshipping
and surrendering to the Lord, paving the way for in-
ner peace, Shanti. He developed a meditation based
on these names. Later, I was told that he shared this
meditation experience based on these names Vandana,
Archana, and Shanti with the Dharmaram students at
Bangalore. This was a common sharing in those days.

With deep gratitude I remember another inter-
action I had with Vineethachan. Once I happened to
meet him at Poornodaya, Bhopal, along with Fr. Joy
Elamkunnapuzha. As we were at the very beginning
of our congregation in Madhya Pradesh, India, we had
to create everything almost out of nothing. I requested
Fr. Vineeth and Fr. Joy to give me some idea of creat-
ing an emblem for our congregation in India. Without
any hesitation or delay they agreed to it. Three of us
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sat down till late in the evening and started the work.
After a short discussion and exchange of ideas, Fr.
Joy started drawing the design and Fr. Vineeth wrote
the explanation of the emblem. Even today I feel very
happy and proud of it whenever I see it printed on the
letterhead and other official documents. It has pro-
vided a specific identity to our congregation in India.

Another great contribution of Fr. Vineeth is the
“open hand prayer,” which he wrote for our Congre-
gation. Itis a tradition of the Elizabethan Sisters to pray
the “open hand prayer” at the altar after the profession
ceremonies. It is a tradition of at least 40 years that our
Sisters are praying this prayer with open hands on
the altar after their profession. The open hand prayer
adapted from the Gospel is as follows: “We the Sis-
ters of Saint Elizabeth offer you, Lord God Almighty,
our open and ready hands for the re-creation of our
world into your kingdom of justice and truth. Anoint
our open hands, Lord, and strengthen them to preach
the Good News to the poor in a tangible way. May our
open hands unite the chains of captivity of every kind
— poverty, illiteracy, superstition, and sickness. May
our hands bring recovery of sight to the blind, assur-
ance of love and caring to the desolate, healing to the

sick, and con-
fidence to the
dying. May
our  hands
set at liberty
those who are
oppressed by
loneliness,
fear and ne-
glect;  may
they commu-
nicate  love
and care and
be strength-
ened to put
all things to-
gether, how-
ever broken
they be. May
our hands forever proclaim your abiding presence,
and receive the body of your son in Eucharist and so
become one body and one spirit in Him.”

Spirituality of integration was another impor-
tant topic shared with Fr. Vineeth. He was a person of
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spiritual integration. Fr. Vineeth was the first source
of inspiration for me to explain the Pancha Kosha The-
ory. The koshas are considered to be covering the lay-
ers of consciousness. The outer annamaya kosha is all
about the physical world and necessities. The soul is
at the innermost layer after opening the pranamaya
and vijnanamaya koshas leading to anandamaya kosha.
Vineethachan was always calm, quiet, and serene. The
joy radiated on his face is a proof that he himself en-
tered into the deepest layers of anadamaya. He was in-
viting others to the inmost level of happiness through
integration of life. Besides, Vineethachan was so fond
of Gayatri Mantra that he used to sing it before the In-
dian meditation. He was totally immersed in it and
used to bring in an ecstatic mood of elevation. He drew
the spiritual dimensions of the mantra and was trans-
ported to the eternity.

In 1980, the authorities gave me one year for re-
freshing myself through courses and prayer days, af-
ter the hectic days of work at the beginning stage of
the congregation in India. After attending Sadhana
Course at Lonavala under the guidance of Fr. Tony
D’Mello, I had six more months left. So, Fr. George
Soares-Prabhu S] and Fr. Rui de Menezes S] were

ready to give me some personal guidance while at-
tending their classes at De Nobili College, Pune. After
three months, Fr. Vineeth, who was the President of
Dharmaram, granted permission to be a guest student
at Dharmaram College. I could attend some biblical
classes under the guidance of Fr. Pathrapankal and the
seminar on Depth Psychology conducted by Fr. Rulla
SJ from Rome later, I spent a few days in Vidyavanam
for Ashram experience. I could feel a deep spiritual
flavour in his talks and reflections. He was speaking
so much about the concept of neti neti, so as to focus
on the reality. Vineethachan has composed and tuned
his famous hymn “Enne Orukku Nee,” meaning, “make
me ready, to welcome you Lord, steer clear of my con-
science, stay close to me...” In fact, I recall that he wrote
the lyrics on a piece of paper and handed it over to me
personally when I visited him at Dharmaram College.
Thus, Vineethachan always made himself ready to be
at the beck and call of Jesus, the Guru. Finally, he is
called by the Guru to be with Him.

Let me conclude this write up with loving grati-
tude and prayer for Vineethachan for being a spiritual
Guru for me and our Congregation of the Sisters of
Saint Elizabeth.
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Joseph J. Palackal CMI, New York

Bridging India and Christianity

r. Francis
Vadake-
thala CMI

was an intellectual
giant who chose
the name Vineeth,
which, in Sanskrit,
means  humble.
: The name defined
o ; his  self-under-
-, v standing that
¥ -mi ) ! matched with his
public persona. Fr.
Vineeth drew in-
spiration equally from the Bible and the Bhagavat Gita.
He had an unusual intellectual acumen to explain Se-
mitic thoughts in Sanskrit terms. The best example is

EiPES Y g
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the lyrics that he wrote for the LP record, Christian
Bhajans, [yothi Jyothi. The lyrics are a simple exegesis
to the prologue in St. John’s gospel. Towards the lat-
ter part of his academic life, Dr. Vineeth broke away
from the status quo and started an Ashram movement
at Vidyavanam Ashram at Bennarghatta in the out-
skirts of Bengaluru. Fr. Vineeth was comfortable with
bridging India and Christianity. I. C. Chacko’s Kristu
Sahasra Namam was his favourite poem. Fr. Vineeth ap-
preciated Chacko’s poetic genius to compress layers of
ideas in a few Sanskrit slokas. It was Fr. Vineeth’s inter-
est that led to the commercial release of Kristu Sahasra
Namam in the musical setting of his student, Dr. Anto
Amarnad, in 1985, and a rerelease of the same in a CD
format in 2014.

Christian Musicological Society is honoured to
pay prayerful homage to Dr. Vineeth.
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Bibin Thomas Chakkalackal

We Lived in the Time of Father Vineeth
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AlMI®a0iBOMB V@] HOMl2] HMT HGHSIOHD AV)B:HHHO
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ano!”
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al0@IMO)o: “6B30) Ailuo)BLOHATD, AROVAIIMWIMHO AVAIBEN
Mo0il@d WMo 1)OIQU2IMe BHUIBHOM BONY. LISl flg)e6ms
a...” AlMI®2MSHHMBS NaOOOLOMMIEVIS)BHOS TVa0AIB
OBH03 HSTNDIG 10BN 0 BAUOO Af)ANOEMBBD). GRE]
DOMBOMINS MMHN}e alow.: “We walked with giants...
We lived in the time of Father Vineeth, a man of simplicity

and the one who hid behind Mother Mary...”
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lore was graced with the pres-

ence of many a holy and en-
lightened spiritual teachers who
radiated their God experience
and revealed the Good News in
the simplest form. One among
them was the late Fr. Francis

In the 1980s, the city of Banga-

Vineeth. He was holy and humble, gentle and kind, car-

Gerard A. Smith SMM, Former Student at DVK
Holy and Enlightened Spiritual Teacher

ing and encouraging. During my hard times he spoke
words of love, strength, and comfort. Fr. Francis Vineeth
once said: “Be brave Gerard, have deep faith, God will take
your deepest pain and make it your foundation to live your pas-
sion joyfully and attain your purpose in life. God bless you!”
I thank Fr. Francis Vineeth for his enlightening presence
that did make a difference in my life. I pray: May his soul
rest in peace and may he enjoy the presence and the glory
of God!




Jebin Jose Attokkaran CMI

Forest, a Realization (On Vidyavanam)

In silence, solitude speaks

To his restless heart.

“Acharya, go into the wilderness of life.”
He started.
Beginning from his expectations,
Moving into the deep of the forest,
Seeking a place to rest my heart.

He observed.

A deliberate journey with speechless sense.

Through pathless roads with green darkness.

The clouds are running,
is fearless walk, seeing.

He knew.
A forest in his heart.
Footprints rhythmically moving
Listening to his breath, the heart to conquer.
Entering into the forest of realization.
He realized.
Trees in silence, contemplating.
Roots in darkness, searching:
For Red Holy streams,
Growing into eternal.
He contemplated.
Until, in Him united!

S Pos—
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1. The emblem as a
whole represents an In-
dian Mandala designed
at the same time as an
icon-cross very much
similar to the cross the
Sisters of St. Elizabeth
wear. Mandala is a graphic presentation of one’s faith
and wish of total reality (Weltanshauung), one’s own
proper place in that complex of reality. Every individ-
ual part of this mandala further explains this total vi-
sion and personal dedication of an Elizabethan Sister.

2. Damaru (drum): On the top of the Mandala is the
drum symbolizing the Word of God that is being ut-
tered from all eternity in stillness and silence, yet re-
ally heard by the listening mind of a contemplative
sister (anahatasabda). The mind of an Elizabethan Sister
is given to the silent contemplation of the Word of God
which blossoms into action in her life.

Emblem of the Congregation of Sisters of Saint Elizabeth
(Guna Sisters) and the Interpretation Given by Father Vineeth

3. The lotus mudra of the dancing hands: Just below
the drum two dancing hands open up symbolizing the
readiness of an Elizabethan Sister to dance her life ac-
cording to the rhythm of the Divine that is being con-
stantly communicated to her as the ‘Will of God’. The
bright flame amidst the black hands symbolizes the
striking contrast between the Divine and the human
and the need of illumination and transformation of the
human by the Divine.

4. Flame is a living flame of love. The sound descends
into the heart of the contemplative sister and becomes
a flame of love (the Holy Spirit). The awakened con-
sciousness, of the sister becomes the true abode of this
divine flame in such a way that one gets fused with the
other. The living flame of love is a flame of two con-
sciousness divine and human, yet the latter growing
in the former, and thus evolving to a more perfect and
complete transformation into the Divine. As the hands
move in the rhythm of the sound the flame strives to
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reach the drum, the source from which it had its origin.

5. Pushpakala (the symbol of flower): The sketch of
flower surrounding the flame and dancing hands is a
symbol of auspiciousness, openness and hospitality. It
is an ancient Indian tradition that the lady of the house
draws this kalam in front of her house at dawn in or-
der to begin the day with an auspicious omen of wel-
coming God and his representative into her house. The
Elizabethan Sister is ever open to listen to the word
of God, to welcome it into her heart. Her hospitality
extends also to all whom the word represents, espe-
cially the poor and the downtrodden who hardly get
welcome anywhere.

6. Devamanobhava: Be of the divine mind. That is the
motto of an Elizabethan Sister in India. It is the San-
skrit version of the Elizabethan motto: Will of God.
When a sister identifies herself with the will of God
she becomes of the mind of God. This is said in this
motto: devamanobhava and reminds us of the great In-
dian saying manmanobhava (The Gita): be of my mind!

(Fr. Joy Elamkunnapuzha drew the design and Fr. Vineeth
wrote the explanation of the emblem.)
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Selected Messages from the Online Streaming of the Funeral Service on YouTube:

Prideep Vincent: “We will miss you Vallyappacha...
You were a true inspiration for life...Your vision got me
thinking in many dimensions... Your memories are al-
ways with us... Rest in Peace!”

Rosakutty Peter: “Vineethachan: most
humble personality ever seen... I am thank-
ful for your generosity and spiritual help.
May your soul rest in peace!”

Anna Naduveetil JM] : “I am very sad to
think that Fr. Vineeth is no more on this
earth, but he is very close to all of us.May
God reward him in heaven.”

Nanda Bandara: “Deepest sympathy and
condolences to his family and comrades. A
rare visionary and wonderful friend to all.”

Francis Thonippara CMI : “Pranam to my
beloved guru. May this great soul enjoy heavenly bliss.
He was a trendsetter in the Indian Church.”

Molly and Jose, Bengaluru: “Our dearest Vineetha-
cha, we miss only your physical presence. Your loving
memories are always with us in our hearts. May your
soul rest in peace!”

Sisters of Saint John the Baptist and Mary the Queen:
“We pray for you, Vineethacha. Remember grateful-
ly your inspiring words and cherish the memories of
your visits to our communities.”

Laila Jolly :“Really very innocent Father.
His soul is now in paradise with God.”

Ammini Paul: “Heartfelt condolence to
the CMI congregation, and the family of Fr.
Vineeth. He was a very close friend of my
family. We miss him and pray for his bless-
ings.”

John Melethundil: “My dear Father, you
are in my heart. I still think about your lov-
ing smile.”

Anton Acto: “A humble priest, a loving and caring un-
cle, true guide and real Jyothi of our family... We miss
you, Vineethachaa...”

Shajiee George :
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Astan monk. you have carefully shaped Vidyavanam.
From the inner cave of your heart, gushed out the fragrant brook,

Orient and Carmelite contemplation bloomed and groomed.
Arcund you clustered sadhakas in search of spiritual depth,
With dignity you guided them to the ranscendence and wholeness;
They heard your favourite mantra, knowing is becoming’!
Like a candle, you radisted the joy of your priesthood;

In you met the East and West, the Disciple and Guru.

“Call to Inegration’ your vision and mission rhythmically danced,
An eminent academician and an Acharya of spirituality;
Combined Francis of Assisi and Thomas Aquinas in you;
The seeds of Upandshads and Vedanta flew like honey and milk
Salutations, respect and admirations 0! Amazing Son of CMI;
The amazing flute that made melodies divine
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Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI
Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

“My life is a journey,

Ajourney in the sea of God’s merciful love.
It is a pilgrimage

To no country and to no end.

In the tiny boat of my life.

I sail all alone with my Lord.

Singing the hymns of His praise

In silence and solitude.

Each day I begin this lovely journey anew
With a sense of freedom brought to me

By the breaking of all fetters that bind me.

I will wait for Him,

Not stopping the melodies of my heart

Until he comes and makes His abode my heart.

Then onwards, it will be He
Who lives in me;
And it will be my delight

To melt and become one with Him.”

(V. E. Vineeth, “My Life Is a Journey”
in Songs of Solitude, pages 100-102)




